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A
Pickens County deputy continues 
to make progress in her rehabili-
tation after battling for her life.
       Deputy Cassie Defoor took 

her first steps March 21 much to the thrill of 
her “blue” and “blood” families. 

The moment, captured on video was 
posted on the Pickens County Sheriff’s 
Office Facebook page at the request of De-
foor’s mother, according to Pickens County 
Sheriff’s Sgt. Jody Weaver.

“So many people have been praying for 
Cassie since this happened,” Weaver said. 
“Her mom said that she wanted the commu-
nity to know their prayers are working.”

“No, I’m fine,” Defoor replied when 
asked if she was 
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“B
ased on feedback and 
requests from our meeting 
last week, I want to make an 
announcement,” POA Vice 

President Dudley DeVore told those attend-
ing the Thursday, March 21 board voting 
session. 

“We have posted the purchase and 
sales agreement on the website,” referring 
to the 2016 land purchase from the devel-
oper. “We want to be as transparent as 
possible.”

The POA board’s action was in re-
sponse to requests at the March 14 work 
session to make the 2016 land purchase 
sales agreement available to Big Canoe 
property owners.  

“Those documents, which are the 
agreement itself, addendum and associat-
ed maps, are posted on the website under 
governance. You will need to log in to see 
them. . . I want to talk a little about the 
land purchase and some of the issues that 
have come up, particularly in regard to the 
Blackwell Creek Parcel L on the maps,” said 
Jim Farinholt, the only elected POA director 
who also served on the board in 2016 when 
730 acres of land was purchased from the 
developer Big Canoe Company for $9.4 
million.  

“In the early negotiations for the prop-
erty, in meetings with Big Canoe Company 

and their attorneys, we were assured we 
would be getting all this property on this 
side of Steve Tate that was currently unde-
veloped with a couple of small exceptions. 
And, there would be a clause in the contract 
that says ‘if we missed anything in our list 
of properties, it’s included.’ 

“So, when I was giving the presen-
tations to the property owners to inform 
them about what we were going to ask 
them to vote on, in good faith, we proposed 
that it was going to be all undeveloped 
property. When the purchase sales agree-
ment was finalized, it appears that universal, 
catch-all phrase was not included in the 
final agreement.   

“But the only property we have found 
at this point that was not included or 
excluded is the eight-acres along Blackwell 
Creek. It was subsequently deeded from Big 
Canoe Company to Big Canoe Utility Com-
pany and then passed on to [Utilities Inc. 
of Georgia] UIG as part of the assets of the 
water company. The material effect of this 
is really virtually nothing because there is 
no commercial use for the site and as it runs 
along the creek, government regulations 
restrict use. But we do have something of 
an issue due to the trails along there. 

“Grant [POA Director Grant Grimes] 
is talking to the title company to see if any-
thing can be done. Utilities Inc. of Georgia 
received title to this property as part of its 
purchase of Big Canoe Utility Company. In 
early discussions 

Pickens County Sheriff’s deputy Cassie 
Defoor. PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENS COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

OFFICE

Pickens deputy continues 
to battle back from routine 
procedure that went awry

POA posts land sale 
agreement, approves 

rental home rule change
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The International Space 
Station (ISS) was captured 
over Lake Petit in Big 
Canoe by professional 
photographer Mark Green 
March 22 about 8:45 
p.m. “This photograph
was made from the dam,
looking across Lake Petit
to the northeast as the
ISS prepared to exit the
sky over Big Canoe,” said
Green. “One minute after
this capture was made,
it had disappeared.” The
image was a 25-second
exposure, Green said,
meaning he had time for
about 8 frames during
the pass. “I liked this one
the best due to the human
element such as the homes
on the mountain,” Green
said. PHOTO BY MARK GREEN
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D
awson County Board of Com-
missioners voted March 21 
to approve the application to 
rezone the Crystal Falls Lake 

and Golf community. 
       The decision came after two and one-
half hours, three motions and a combined 
17 individuals speaking for and against the 
proposed rezoning applications.

District 4 Commissioner Julie Nix’s 
motion for all individuals to speak for five 
minutes, instead of three was unanimously 
passed.

Commission Chair Billy Thurmond 
then explained the timing process which 
included County Manager David Head-
ley raising cards to indicate one minute 
remaining, thirty seconds remaining and 
a red card to inform the speaker time had 
run out.

Dawson County Planning Director 
Jameson Kinley shared with the board that 
the applicant, Dawson Cherokee Capital, 
LLC had requested the application be 
postponed until May. District 2 Commis-
sioner Chris Gaines made a motion to 
deny the request to table; District 3 Com-
missioner Tim Satterfield seconded and it 
was passed unanimously.   

After both those who were in favor 
of the application and those who opposed 
shared their thoughts with the board, a 
motion to deny the application was made 
by District 1 Commissioner Sharon Fausett.  

“Based on what I heard, all the 
negative comment show it would affect 
the quality of life in Dawson County… so 

County Manager David Headley holds up a 
red card, indicating the allotted five minutes 
had run out for an individual speaking 
at the public hearing for the re-zoning of 
Crystal Falls community. PHOTO BY DENISE RAY

Dawson BOC approves 
Crystal Falls rezoning 

based on that, I’m going to make a motion 
to deny this re-zoning,” Fausett said. 
Nix seconded, but it did not pass as the 
remaining commissioners and chairman 
voted against the motion.

Gaines then made a motion to ap-
prove the application and it was seconded 
by District 3 Commissioner Tim Satter-
field. It was approved by 3-2 vote with 
Fausett and Nix in dissent. 

The Dawson County Planning Com-
mission voted previously to deny recom-
mendation of the rezoning. 

Developer Jim King presented the 
rezoning application on behalf of the 
property owner in February. The plan re-
quested 1,012 homes on 1,038 acres, which 
King said meets the Comprehensive Plan 
as it does not exceed one unit per acre. 
King also said the reason for the request 
was because the owner is losing well over 
a million dollars annually to keep the golf 
course running. King said only five homes 
and a few additional lots have been sold to 
date. The plan is to market the new devel-
opment to “an age-targeted 55+”.  King has 
predicted sales to be roughly 50 homes 
per year.

Citizens from Dawson and Cherokee 
counties spoke out against the application, 
reiterating the reasons they gave to the 
planning commission. They presented 
concerns about roads and traffic, environ-
mental issues (stench from Eagle Point 
Landfill and noise from Atlanta Motor-
sports Park and River Bend Gun Club), the 
proposed on-site sewage treatment plant 
and the future of the community should 
the proposed sales not occur. The issue 
was raised of a possible conflict of interest 
for community developer King who sits 
on the board of directors for Etowah 
Water and Sewer, the entity that would 
be responsible for the water and sewer 
system in the community.

"The Dawson County 
Planning Commission 

voted previously to deny 
recommendation of 

the rezoning."

The approved rezoning plan requested 1,012 homes on 1,038 acres. GRAPHIC COURTESY OF 

NORTON COMMERCIAL AND ACREAGE GROUP
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the land to Big Canoe [POA] with appropri-
ate easements for water. We are pursuing 
that at this time.
 “This parcel is the main open issue 
with the property sale to this point”

Homes-for sale inventory down
 Director of Finance Jayne Hagan said 
there were 20 home closings through 
February plus one home start. The aver-
age price of homes sold was $319,000 with 
$109,000 the lowest price and $565,000 the 
highest. 
 “One reason for fewer sales,” said De-
Vore, “is the pie here has gotten smaller, a 
lower inventory of homes for sale—just 135 
homes—right now is part of the reason for 
lower sales.”
 Agreeing, Carolyn Littell, POA director 
representing the developer, added, “Home 
sales were so strong in 2017 and 2018 they 
brought the inventory down. There’s a 
shortage of lots, too but resales will carry 
the day.”
 There are currently 24 homes under 
construction in Big Canoe, according to the 
AECD report.   
 Finance Committee Chair Ralph 
Ripley shared feedback from his commit-
tee. He urged the recruitment of additional 
volunteer firemen, explaining that there 
were some reductions as a result of people 
moving away or no longer being physically 
able to volunteer. 
 “This may not seem like a financial 
issue,” he said, “but it affects our ISO rating 
and therefore our insurance premiums.”
 The committee has very aggressive 
2019 goals for the clubhouse, he said, adding 
the food truck may improve participation. 
 Ripley discussed the role of The Club-
house at Lake Sconti as a community social 
and event center. “This results in a large 
number of non-revenue producing events 
that cost the club money for room set-ups 
cleaning and associated expenses,” he said.    
The finance committee’s next steps will 

continue to monitor clubhouse revenue, see 
if the banquet and wedding revenue is up 
following the Bridal Fair Gerard Monte, the 
clubhouse’s director of catering and special 
events, hosted in January. 
Rental property rules/regulations change
 After discussion at the March 14 POA 
work session, the board voted unanimously 
to approve rules and regulations changes 
for rental property at its March 21 voting 
session. There were no additional changes 
from the last reading. 
 The rules changes include a one-time 
$250 annual fee for rental properties and 
registering all guests (not just those driving 
the car through the gates) through Dwelling 
Life. The registration rule is to help locate 
guests in the event of a community disaster 
(e.g., tornado or fire).  
 At the March 14 work session several 
property owners commented on the then 
proposed rules changes. Carolyn Witt asked 
about her rental property, which is only 
used for long-term (one-year) rentals.
 “I pay regular monthly POA fees so 
why should I also have to pay the $250 fee 
as the owner of a rental property? What’s 
the $250 used for? What extra burden am I 
putting on the community?” 
 “It’s difficult to discriminate by how 
you rent your house,” replied General 
Manager Jill Philmon. “There are now 2711 
homes in Big Canoe now about 60 percent 
are full time residents.”  
 “I represent 40 owners of rental 
property,” said David Sharp. “Why should 
they be punished for bringing people into 
Big Canoe? We want to have the amenities 
used but we are punishing rental owners for 
bringing people into Big Canoe.”  
 Philmon explained that the addition of 
rentals can cause extra administrative work, 
especially for those working the gates.

Internet Task Force disbanded 
 After 52 months of tireless work, Paul 
Goldstein, chair of the POA’s Internet Task 
Force, requested that his committee be 
disbanded.  The members included Dan 
Bishop, Gary Collier, Bob Crouch, Bruce 
Friedman, Alex Henderson, Tim Moran, Da-

vid Patton, Brian Plikaytis, Richard Rambo, 
Tom Williams and chair Goldstein. 
 The task force was charged with 
finding a way to improve internet service 
in Big Canoe with the goal of having hi-
speed internet available. After months of 
research and a proposal to implement fiber 
optic to the home, the group worked with 
Windstream when it decided to upgrade its 
cable-based infrastructure inside Big Canoe 
to support its new Kinetic service offering 
high speed internet and expanded television 
programming. Service was rolled out in four 
phases during 2018.  
 POA Director Farinholt, who had been 
the POA liaison to the taskforce, thanked 
Goldstein and his committee members for 
their hard work and expressed the apprecia-
tion of the board. 
 In other business during the March 14 
work session:
 • UIG’s Ron Medders said 31 of 67 
pressure release valves have been replaced 
and five may not need to be replaced. Work 
is currently going on along Ridgeview to 
improve pressure. Cold weather and rain 
have slowed work on paving pot holes 
caused by water repair work. The loss of 
water through leaks, originally believed to 
be 54 percent was actually 67 percent. UIG 
is working to reduce the loss. 
 • Philmon reported the new online 
systems, including a new website, is to be 
effective by April 1. A 300-plus pound feral 
pig was trapped on property, for a total of 
30 so far this year. The Wilderness Parkway 
mudslide was fixed but there may be other 
spots that need work. “We’ve received lots 
of feedback on the plant list. A Community 
Coffee on the topic is set for 5 p.m. April 8 
on the Veranda weather permitting.    
 • Year-to-year results show improve-
ment in amenity revenue in spite of all the 
rain. Year-to-date (March 14) there were 17 
days of rain in 2018 and amenity revenue 
was $308,000. In 2019, for the same period, 
there have been 28 days of rain and the 
amenity revenue is $318,000 up $10,000.

Land Sale
n  Continued from page 1

hurting after taking her first steps. They 
were her first words since her February 
surgical disaster. 
 Born with a congenital heart defect, 
the 30-year old mother of one received a 
pacemaker at the age of 20. In February she 
under went a routine procedure to have 
it adjusted while at Wellstar Kennestone 
Hospital. During the operation, her aorta 
was torn, resulting in massive bleeding and 
Defoor underwent emergency surgery to 
repair the tear.
 According to Pickens County Sheriff'’s 
Capt. Chris Stancil, there were 40 units of 
blood transfused during the surgery. One 
unit of blood is roughly equivalent to one 
pint of liquid, and between eight and 12 
pints of blood are in the body of the average 
adult.
 Defoor’s family, including her 10-year-
old son and coworkers from the sheriff's 
office, held a vigil in a waiting room at the 
hospital in Marietta during her stay. Rela-
tives travelled from Roswell and Ellijay. 
 Following the surgery Defoor was 
placed in a medically-induced coma to facil-
itate healing. 
 An MRI in late February showed dam-
age throughout Defoor’s brain, according to 
a post on the sheriff’s office Facebook page. 
“The majority of the damage is to the left 
side and the lower right side of her brain,” 
the post reads. “Definitive testing to learn 
the true extent of the damage won't be pos-
sible until Cassie is off meds and fully alert.”

 On March 11, she was officially ap-
proved to go to the Shepherd Center in 
Atlanta for therapy and rehabilitation and 
a week later, she was moved with a police 
escort to the Shepherd Center where she 
received “a hero’s welcome” from the Atlan-
ta hospital staff. 
 “When something happens to one of us, 
it happens to all of us,” Weaver explained. 
“We are a package deal.”
 The outpouring of love is “phenome-
nal” from Defoor’s “blue” family. Everyday 
members of the Pickens County Sheriff’s 
Office personnel are at her side. 
 “Two law enforcement officers came 
from Alabama to visit her,” Weaver said. 
“Before they left, they asked if they could 
pray for Cassie. We said absolutely.” 
 Fellow law enforcement from across 
the state posting well wishes, prayers and 
concern on the Pickens County Sheriff’s 

Office Facebook with #family and #Cassi-
estrong.  
 A letter from a chief of police from 
Minnesota arrived along with cards from 
school children, according to Weaver. 
 “The support will blow your mind,” 
said Weaver. 
 She is part of the Uniform Patrol 
Division in Pickens County and previously 
worked at the Gordon County Detention 
Center.  
 The sheriff’s office Facebook page 
continues to keep well-wishers up-to-date 
on Defoor’s condition. 
 “Cassie is continuing to show that she 
is understanding so much that is going on 
and being said to her. Her responses are still 
light but they are growing everyday!” read 
one post. 
 Stancil said it is important to let people 
know that they can support Deputy Defoor 
through a GoFundMe page that has been 
established by the Sheriff's Auxiliary Unit 
of the Pickens County Sheriff's Office which 
helps to provide assistance as well as moral 
support for law enforcement officers and 
their families. The Sheriff's Auxiliary is a 501 
C(3) non-profit organization.  
 "Then, there's the power of prayer," 
Stancil said. Thousands of people have 
sent support through the sheriff’s office 
Facebook page which has provided a huge 
source of comfort to Defoor’s family, ac-
cording to Stancil.
 "We are asking that everyone keep 
Cassie, her young son and her family in 
their prayers and to continue to pray for 
them," he said. "There's a fight ahead, but 
with God's help, it can be won."

Members of the Pickens County Sheriff’s 
Office congregate in the waiting room at 
Wellstar Kennestone Hospital where one 
of their own remained in critical condition. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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D
awson County Commission 
Chairman Billy Thurmond 
updated March 1 Squires & Stags 
breakfast attendees on the state 

of the county including transportation, 
planning and development, growth, financ-
es, revenues and other issues. The subject 
that seemed to concern him most was the 
competition for labor in the county.
 “Labor force is critical,” Thurmond 
said. “It is something that we have to con-
tinuously look at and try to figure out how 
we can help our businesses be sustainable. 
It is exciting to see that big list of new 
stuff that is going to come but if you can’t 
sustain what you already have then you 
are no better off. We don’t want a bunch 
of empty structures because we don’t have 
the labor.”
 Finding manpower for public safety 
is a problem across the state, according to 
Thurmond.
 “I spoke with the sheriff last week,” 
Thurmond said, “He currently has 16 open 
positions. And our fire department has nine. 
These have been advertised over, over and 
over again.”
 There is a big demand for paramedics, 
according to Thurmond. 
 “The private sector has taken a lot of 
those,” Thurmond said. “A lot of them work 
in hospital emergency rooms because they 

can give that person $20 an hour instead of 
$30 for a nurse.”
 There is competition for labor county-
wide regardless of the type of the work.
 “Labor or the lack thereof is very key 
not only in Dawson County but all across 
the state,” Thurmond said. “You can go to 
about any retail business on 400 whether 
it’s food or retail store, they have ‘help 
wanted’ signs in every single one of them.”
 Thurmond said it was the big topic 
at the recent Georgia Mountain Regional 
Commission meeting. He said there is a 
statewide meeting on March 15 with people 
from all over the state to talk about the 
workforce in Georgia. Big companies are 
desperate for help, according to Thurmond.
There is plenty of development plans for 
Dawson County that will increase the 

demand for labor.
 Building permits in 2018 were up 49 
percent over 2017 and housing was up 106 
percent over 2017.
 Planet Fitness will occupy the part of 
the old Kroger where the pharmacy was, 
according to Thurmond.
 “The chamber and all those people 
who are on that committee are working 
diligently trying to find other tenants for 
that building,” Thurmond said.
 Dawson has received about $1.6 million 
in grants that will be used to build a senior 
center, according to Thurmond.
 About 50 percent of 283 detached 
single-family residences on Red Rider Road 
are complete.
 “Residences are selling or renting 
about as fast as they are being built,” Thur-
mond said. 
 Other residential projects are under-
way including 220 apartments behind the 
new Publix on State Route 400 and other 
projects are “in the hopper.” Many of the 
new projects were approved by the board 
years ago, according to Thurmond.
 A multi-faceted mixed-use complex 
with single-family homes, assisted living, 
and permanent care along with some retail 
is planned at a site at the Dawson/Forsyth 
County line. A 130-room assisted living 
complex is planned near the movie theatre.
 A “huge” plan has been turned in for a 
mixed-use complex on the former Southern 
Catholic College 

Labor, or lack thereof, a critical issue 
in Dawson County and across Georgia

Billy Thurmond. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL
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T
he state budget has been 
approved, trade numbers rose 
significantly and medical mar-
ijuana oil is one step closer to 

getting into the hands of patients. 
 Georgia Governor Brian P. Kemp 
signed the amended fiscal year 2019 at 
North Atlanta High School March 12. The 
budget priorities include strengthening 
school security, spur job growth and 
invest in healthcare and public safety.  
 “Budgets are reflections of your val-
ues – your priorities for today and vision 
for tomorrow,” said Governor Kemp. “In 
Georgia, we value education, healthcare, 
public safety, and economic development. 

We have a heart for safer schools, better 
healthcare options, safer communities, 
and more jobs for hardworking Georgians. 
I am proud to sign the amended budget 
for fiscal year 2019 and have confidence 
these investments will yield big dividends 
for Georgians, young and old. Together, 
we will continue to ensure that Georgia’s 
best days are ahead.”
 “This budget delivers on Governor 
Kemp’s promise to ‘put Georgians first’,” 
said Speaker David Ralston.   
 Kemp also announced last month that 
the state’s 2018 international trade num-
bers set a new record with exports sur-
passing $40.5 billion - a 9 percent increase 
over 2017. Total trade between Georgia 
and the world spanned 223 countries and 
territories, reaching a new high at $139.3 

billion.
 “Trade is a vital part of our state’s 
economy, and it is exciting to see Georgia 
products in such high demand across the 
globe,” he said. "With nearly 90 percent 
of exporters classified as small business-
es, the 2018 trade numbers showcase the 
strength and diversity of Georgia’s econo-
my."
 Georgia reclaimed its rank as the 
eleventh largest exporting state in the 
nation, and in the past decade, Geor-
gia exports have grown by 71 percent. 
Companies in Georgia exported to 212 
unique countries and territories. The top 
five markets for Georgia products were 
Canada, Mexico, China, Germany, and 
Singapore. Imports grew to $98.7 billion 
in 2018, and Georgia ranks seventh among 

U.S. states for imports and total trade.
 The Georgia House approved a bill 
March 5 that would allow medical mari-
juana oil to be sold to registered patients, 
giving them a legal way to obtain a drug 
that they’re already allowed to use.
The legislation passed on a 123-40 vote.
It would permit medical marijuana 
growing, manufacturing, testing and 
distribution through sixty dispensaries. 
The legislation would prohibit smoking or 
vaping medical marijuana oil. Marijuana 
would remain illegal for recreational use.
The measure, House Bill 324, now advanc-
es to the state senate. Kemp has previ-
ously said he’s open to “research-based 
expansion” of medical marijuana.

This is the first of a series from the 
Leadership Big Canoe team. Scott Auer of 
the Making Big Canoe Greener committee 
leads off the series. 

I 
used to think that recycling was easy. 
There was a big blue bin located 
in my garage in Gwinnett County, 
with a bright green top. Everything 

went in there—glass,  paper, plastics, 
mail—everything but household waste. 
Every Tuesday night I rolled it 30 feet to 
the curb. Every Wednesday morning, it 
magically disappeared. And I felt great.
 Then last May, everything changed. 
We moved to this beautiful mountain 
paradise called Big Canoe. Suddenly, I had 
to find a place to store my recycling. And 
learned that bears are not the cuddly little 
animals we tuck into bed at night with 
our kids! And now I was faced with many 
questions. What’s the difference between 
the North Gate facility and the Pickens 
County Cove Road center? Do they take 
the same things? What do I do with glass? 
Where do old batteries and light bulbs go? 
What do all those funny numbers on the 
bottom of my plastic containers mean? 

And where in the world do I put all those 
plastic bags that the IGA gives me at each 
visit?
 So when I joined the Leadership Big 
Canoe Class of 2019 and found that one 
of our team projects was “how do we 
make Big Canoe a greener community?” I 
signed up immediately. One of our team’s 
first initiatives was to survey our fantastic 
community to see what was working and 
where we needed to improve. And the 
results are in. 
 Over 500 people took the time to fill 
in the survey. Thank you, Big Canoe. The 
community obviously cares about Green 
Issues. And the first number is outstand-
ing. Over 93 percent of the community 
actively recycles. However, there is also 
room for improvement.
 Of those recycling, over 20 percent 
are “not clear what items are accepted for 
recycling at Big Canoe”. Forty-one per-
cent of respondents “do not know where 
to take items that are not accepted for re-
cycling at Big Canoe”. When asked “how 
can Big Canoe make recycling more con-
venient,” a very large number of owners 
asked for better information at home to 

help them understand their options. Many 
also asked for more clarity in the signage 
at the North Gate Recycling facility.
 Next we interviewed our Big Canoe 
Director of Operations, Jason Brownell. 
Our very first finding was that plastic gro-
cery bags and plastic garbage bags cannot 
be placed in any recycling bin. They not 
only contaminate the load so that it may 
be diverted to a landfill, but they cause a 
hazard to the operators in the recycling 
facility who repeatedly have to clear 
equipment of plastic bags which “gum up 
the works.” 
 To help alleviate this problem in our 
community, Leadership Big Canoe team 
has partnered with the Black Bear Project 
to create cloth grocery bags for use in 

all your shopping excursions. Proceeds 
of the sale of these bags will benefit the 
Black Bear Project. The bags are available 
in three fashion smart colors, stitched 
with the Black Bear Project logo, and will 
be the hot fashion accessory of the 2019 
spring shopping season. The bags will 
debut at the Black Bear Project dinner on 
March 24, and will be available wherever 
Black Bear Project merchandise is sold. 
 We encourage you to buy lots of 
them. They will help reduce contamina-
tion in our recycling stream, raise aware-
ness of the Black Bear Project and raise 
money to help fund Black Bear Project 
activities.
 The Leadership Big Canoe Team 
will continue the series of articles with 
short essays on “what do all those strange 
numbers on plastic mean”, “where can I 
take my light bulbs, batteries, and pesky 
plastic bags,” “best practices for storing 
recyclables at home” and “what goes 
where at the dump” to name a few. Stay 
tuned for more information in future 
articles and keep recycling. 

Leadership Big Canoe wants to make Big Canoe greener

Governor Kemp signs amended budget

"Over 93 percent of the community actively recycles. However, there is also room for improvement."

"Leadership Big Canoe 
team has partnered with 

the Black Bear Project 
to create cloth grocery 
bags for use in all your 
shopping excursions."
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Specializing in Kitchen and Bath Design, cabinetry, counter tops, tile,  
hardware and plumbing fixtures.  We offer full turnkey remodeling  
as well as work with your contractor, designer or builder. 
We have the largest selection of tile in the County!

Whether you’re building a new home or just sprucing up your existing one,  
we are here to serve you and make your dreams a reality. 

Owners: Kimberly and William Warren of Dahlonega | 6222 Hwy 53 E. Suite 200, Dawsonville, GA 30534
706-216-0030 | Monday thru Friday 9-5 | Saturday by appointment only | Sunday: Closed

Find us on Facebook and Houzz | www.chestateekitchenandbath.com

North Georgia’s Premium Kitchen and Bath Showroom
Serving North Georgia for almost 10 years!

Chestatee Kitchen and Bath

n

GRAND 
OPENING 
Open House 

Tuesday 
April 23rd
4pm - 7pm
Door prizes

n

Manufacturers Include: Kohler,  Wellborn, Kith, Cuisine Ideale, 

Cambria, Caesarstone, Silestone, Jeffery Alexander, Top Knobs, 

Dal Tile, Florida Tile, Zumpano...just to name a few.

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

R
ob Jones, chairman of the 
Pickens County Board of Com-
missioners will present “Pick-
ens-Past, Present and Future,” 

his annual Pickens County update at the 
April 6 Squires & Stags breakfast.
 Jones grew up in Pickens County, 
graduating from Pickens County High 
School in 1971.
 His business career began with Mulli-
nax Truss Company, where he worked for 
21 years, and Lexington Insulators where 
he worked for 7 years.
 In January 2005, he took office as sole 
Commissioner of Pickens County. With a 
change in the commission structure to a 
three-member board, Jones was elected as 
Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 
in January 2013. 
 Jones is involved with the Pickens 
County Chamber of Commerce, Pickens 
County Board of Health, the Coosawattee 
Regional Water & Sewage Authority and 
is on the Advisory Board of Chattahooch-
ee Technical College. He is also a member 
of the Public Defenders Supervisory Panel 
for Appalachian Circuit. 
 His educational training includes 
ACCG Commissioners Certification from 
the Carl Vinson Institute, Development 
Authority Basic Training Course at UGA 

and Leadership Pickens. Jones also re-
ceived his certification for assessors from 
the GA Dept. of Revenue. 
 Jones and his wife Diane have two 
children, and six grandchildren.
 Squires & Stags meets on the first 
Friday of the month in the Mountains 
Grille at the Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
Coffee is ready at 7:45 a.m. followed by 
a buffet breakfast at 8:00 a.m. The price 
of breakfast is $13 payable on your POA 
account or by cash at the door. Reserva-
tions are required and must be received 
by noon the day before each meeting. To 
make a reservation, call (706) 268-3346.

Rob Jones to give Pickens 
update at Squires & Stagsproperty on Lumpkin Campground Road, 

according to Thurmond, that encompasses 
over 970 acres. 
 It is something in line with Avalon, an 
Alpharetta mixed-use property off Ga. 400 
at Old Milton Parkway (Hwy 120) Thur-
mond said.
 The county would pursue grant money 
and update ordinances to match the new 
land use plan.
 “The land use plan is only as good as 
your ordinances,” Thurmond said. “You 
saw how busy the planning department 
is,” Thurmond told the crowd. “So I have 
encouraged the board in reference to that 
to hire somebody to help us with the ordi-
nances instead of trying to get our planning 
director to do it as he does his real job.”
 Transportation projects include a dou-
ble round-about at State Road 9 at Dawson 
Forest, bridge replacements, resurfacing 
and much needed new public works/fleet 
buildings.
 Residential property re-evaluation is 
complete, Thurmond said and commercial 
property evaluation is in process.
 Thurmond said even with the growth 
in Dawson County the county still doesn’t 
have the staff that it had in 2009.
 “One of the things we have been able 
to do in the 2019 budget that we haven’t 
been able to do in the past 10-12 years 
was to give our departments more help,” 
Thurmond said. “You see the growth and 
the service demands on our departments 
continues to grow.”

 He said of the 40 positions that were 
“frozen” in 2009, 22 have been reinstated.
 The 2019 $27 million Dawson County 
budget is about $300,000 less than in 2009, 
according to Thurmond.
 Thurmond said his two main goals for 
2019 are an increase in productivity and ef-
ficiency to provide the services that people 
need. He said adding to the public works 
staff allows road paving crews to continue 
work on a project without having to stop 
work to attend to anything that needed 
immediate fixing.
 “Now they don’t have to shut down a 
road project to fix something that happened 
on the other side of the county,” Thurmond 
said. “That’s not efficient or productive.”
 Thurmond reminded the group that 
there are 18 boards and committees in the 
county and encouraged all to visit the coun-
ty’s website and go to “Boards and Commit-
tees” to find volunteer opportunities.
 Squires & Stags meets on the first 
Friday of the month in the Mountains Grille 
at the Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. Coffee 
is ready at 7:45 a.m. followed by a buffet 
breakfast served at 8:00 a.m. Big Canoe 
residents and guests are invited to attend 
the meeting. The price of breakfast is $13 
payable on your POA account or by cash at 
the door.
 Reservations are required and must be 
received by noon on Thursday before the 
Friday morning meeting. Reservations may 
be made by calling (706) 268-3346. 
 Pickens County Commission Chairman 
Rob Jones is slated to be the April speaker 
at Squires & Stags and Dr. Edward Kang of 
Northside Hospital will speak about strokes 
at the May meeting.

Labor
n  Continued from page 2

Pickens County Commission Chairman 
Rob Jones will speak at the Squires & 
Stags breakfast on several topics relevant 
to Big Canoe residents. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

D
r. Edward Kang of Northside 
Vascular Surgery will speak at the 
May 3 Squires & Stags break-
fast on 1. What is the cause of a 

stroke and how are they detected? 2. Are all 
strokes treated with a medical procedure? 
3. The latest and most innovative treatment 
options for stroke?
 Dr. Kang came from the Minneapolis 
Heart Institute with vast vascular surgery 
experience in both the clinical and aca-
demic setting. After graduating from the 
University of Illinois College of Medicine 
in 2005, Dr. Kang pursued his residency in 
general surgery at Michigan State Univer-
sity. There, he also served on the Michigan 
State University Residency Advisory and 
Administrative committees, and as a faculty 

member teach-
ing seminars 
on the treat-
ment of carotid 
artery disease 
at conferences. 
He completed 
his fellowship in 
vascular surgery 
at the University 
of Minnesota, 
followed by a 
faculty appoint-
ment as a staff 
vascular surgeon 

at the Minneapolis Heart Institute. Dr. Kang 
has been published in various vascular 
surgery journals, presented at numerous 
surgical conferences and participated in 
several research activities regarding vascu-
lar surgery.

 Dr. Kang is Board Certified in Vascular 
and Endovascular Surgery. He has received 
several teaching awards at Michigan State 
University and is a member of the Society 
of Vascular Surgeons and Society of Ameri-
can Gastrointestinal Endoscopic Surgeons.
Clinical and research interests include open 
and endovascular repair of aortic disease 
(aneurysm, dissection) and carotid disease 
(stenosis, aneurysm, carotid body tumors), 
Carotid angioplasty and stenting, TCAR 
– TransCarotid Artery Revascularization,  
Carotid endarterectomy, Endovascular and 
open treatment of peripheral arterial dis-
ease (PAD), open and endovascular repair 
of popliteal artery aneurysms, open and 
endovascular treatment of renal and mesen-
teric artery occlusive disease and visceral 
aneurysms, treatment of subclavian and 
axillary vein thrombosis (Thoracic Outlet 
Syndrome), treatment of Venous Disorders- 

DVT, Varicose Veins, Spider Veins, dialysis 
access creation and maintenance (AV fistula 
and AV graft), arterial and venous throm-
bolysis, IVC filter placement and retrieval.
 Dr. Kang received the Castle Connolly 
Top Doctor award in 2018.

Squires & Stags meets on the first Friday 
of the month in the Mountains Grille at the 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. Coffee is ready 
at 7:45 a.m. followed by a buffet breakfast 
served at 8:00 a.m. Big Canoe residents and 
guests are invited to attend the meeting. The 
price of breakfast is $13 payable on your 
POA account or by cash at the door. Reser-
vations are required and must be received 
by Noon on Thursday before the Friday 
morning meeting. You may also call (706) 
268-3346 to make reservations.

Northside vascular surgeon to speak at May Squires & Stags

Dr. Edward Kang. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DR KANG
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Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400
E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com
Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

SHELBY COLLINS
Associate Broker Accredited Buyer’s Representative
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE FOR LUXURY HOME MARKETING

Accredited Staging Professional

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West $110,000
Great View of Lake and Mountains 

n 112 Disharoon $80,000 - VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 7024 Sourwood Circle $24,999
Interior View!! Level Lot!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll $25,000

n 152 Bellflower Drive $35,000
Seasonal Ridgeline View!

n 327 Woodland Trace $10,000
Corner of Woodland Trace and Lone Wolf

699 TURNBURY LANE
$885,000 • FMLS #5984625

4 Bedrooms-3 Full/3 Half Baths

UNDER CONTRACT IN 17 DAYS!

GREAT VIEW!

34 SCONTI RIDGE~ UNIT 405
$138,000 • FMLS #6503544

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
UPDATED!

Lake and Golf Course View

NEW LISTING

176 YANEWA PATH
$425,000 • FMLS #5993566

3 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Located close to North Gate and Trails

Beautiful Mountain Cottage!

MOUNTAIN CHARMER

123 BLUESTERN DRIVE SE
$899,000 • FMLS #6009930

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras and Upgrades

Prestigious Wildcat Location

LONG RANGE VIEW!

484 GADALUTSEE PASS
$365,000 • FMLS #6517160

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
 Minutes from Gate with View!

Perfect Primary or Seasonal Residence

NEW LISTING

11 POPLAR CIRCLE
$340,000 • FMLS #5923981

4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Like New--Near Village

Main Level Office • Bonus Room

NEW PRICE

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
$650,000 • FMLS #6024412

4 Bedrooms/3 Full Baths/3 Half Baths
Fabulous View and Convenient Location
Beautiful Landscaping-Gardeners Dream

VIEW!!!

25 TROON CIRCLE
$439,000 • FMLS #6092565

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
On Golf Course 

Wonderful Outdoor Spaces

NEW LISTING

145 CLIFF FERN POINT
$575,000 • FMLS #6511512

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Convenient Location and VIEW!

Beautiful  Custom Home

VIEW! VIEW! VIEW!

BIG CANOE LOTS

39 POPLAR CIRCLE
$279,900 • FMLS #6061713

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated!

Separate Guest Apartment

NEW LISTING

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$750,000 • FMLS #6042958

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Privacy and a View

Inlaw Suite~3 Car Garage

207 MUIRFIELD WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6034498

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras

Golf Course Location

NEW LISTING

404 OWLS BROW
$249,900 • FMLS #6028755 

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Lakeside Neighborhood; Updated but 

loaded with Mountain Ambiance

NEW LISTING

691 TURNBURY LANE 
$850,000 • FMLS #6118927

4 Bedrooms~5.5 Baths Custom Home - 
3 Car Garage - Golf Course and Lake Views 

Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME

63 THE PADDOCK
$549,000 • FMLS #6092543

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

NEW LISTING

320 CHEROKEE TRAIL
$390,000 • FMLS #6028541

5 Bedroom/3.5 Baths
4 Minutes from North Gate

Custom Built~Beautifully Maintained

NEW LISTING

840 MCELROY MOUNTAIN DRIVE
$899,000 • FMLS #6046390

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
PANORAMIC 60 MILE VIEWS

Loaded with upgrades

VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!

134 BEECH FERN KNOLL
$549,500 • FMLS #6124147

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
3.5 Acres of Natural Gardens. One of the 

most unique properties in Big Canoe

GARDENERS DREAM

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$850,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home
Double Lot-One POA Fee

NEW LISTING

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$390,000 • FMLS #6004035

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW PRICE

37 WARBLER WAY
$1,495,000 • FMLS #6000489

6 Bedrooms/6 Baths/2 Half Baths
Magnificent Lake Front Home!! A rare 
opportunity for a discriminating buyer!

STUNNING LAKEFRONT HOME!

95 BUTTERCUP LANE
$399,000 • FMLS #6517039

4 Bedrooms/3.5 BathsFabulous View 
Featured on 2017 Garden Tour

Designers Home-Beautifully done

CUSTOM HOME

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

PRIVATE LOCATION

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME! NEW LISTING

393 RED COAT PASS
$395,000 • FMLS #6502449

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Charm

Beautifully Maintained

457 SUMMIT DRIVE 
$999,999 • FMLS #6116357

4 Bedrooms~ 4.5 Baths
 Custom Home with Panoramic Views

Loaded with upgrades!

FABULOUS HOME

997 HUNTERS TRACE
$425,000 • FMLS #6112603

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK!

SOLD!

CONVENIENCE AND VIEW

SOLD!

NEW PRICE

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

1364 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE
$260,000 • FMLS #6114168

3 Bedrooms ~ 2.5 Baths
View, View, View

Charming Mountain Cottage

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD!

92 HILLSIDE WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6119104

4 Bedrooms~4.5 Baths
Perfection with a View!!

Man Cave with Bar!!

April Showers Sales on Big Canoe!

PENDING!

SOLD!
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FREE Oral 
Cancer Screening

Call today to schedule 
your free screening

(706) 265-2505
754 Highway 53 West, Dawsonville, GA 30534
www.dawsonvilledistinctivedentistry.com

Big Canoe 
Real Estate Specialist

Wanda Stewart • 706.299.9515

– Featured –

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

Big Canoe Resident

589 COLUMBINE DRIVE • $349,000
4BR • 3BA • 2 Car Garage • #6013875

948 DEER RUN RIDGE • $269,000
4BR • 2BA • #6013124

NEW PRICE! NEW PRICE!

10 POPULAR LANE 
4BR 3.5BA

$300,000
#6511266

424 TEABERRY LANE 
3BR 3BA
Garage
$325,000
#6511735

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

T
he year of 1973 was an import-
ant one in the history of the 
U.S. military, according to re-
tired U.S. Army Colonel Wayne 

Crawford, who spoke at the March 13 
North Georgia Veterans luncheon.
 “Vietnam combat for American 
soldiers ended that year and the all-volun-
teer Army began,” Crawford told the lun-
cheon group of veterans. “The U.S. Army 
and Infantry undergo a significant change 
when Training and Doctrine Command 
(TRADOC) and Forces Command are 
established as the two leading Army 
Military Organizations in the continental 
United States.”
 That was one of many points that 
Crawford, who has 27 years of experience 
in the Army, shared. He was there as a 
military advisor the year that the last 
American combat forces were withdrawn 
from Vietnam. He served as an infantry 
lieutenant from 1969-1970. Adding to his 
knowledge of today’s Army is his son-in-
law’s 80 months of service.
 The United States Army Infantry 
was established June 14, 1775 as the first 
combat organization under the com-
mand of George Washington, according 
to Crawford. It has played an important 
role in American wars often with high 
casualty rates. He highlighted infantry ca-
sualties across several key conflicts, more 
recently Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 “Four out of five combat deaths occur 
among Army and Marine Infantry fight-
ers, a group that represents four percent 
of the total United States Armed Forces,” 
Crawford said. 
 But deaths as a percentage of the 
population have decreased from 2.385 per-
cent in the American Civil War (1860) to 
0.001 percent in the War in Afghanistan 
(2010), according to Crawford. 
 Crawford reviewed Army recruiting 
challenges pointing out that 71 percent of 
our youth ages 17 to 24 are disqualified 
for obesity and 31 and another 32 percent 
with health and behavior records.   
 Crawford departed Germany having 
commanded several mechanized com-
panies and serving in key battalion staff 
positions from 1970-1973. He attended the 

infantry advance course at Fort Benning 
just as the new TRADOC was significant-
ly changing fighting doctrine and the way 
in which the U.S. Army combat forma-
tions will train, Crawford said. 
 Having completed the Infantry Offi-
cer Advance Course in 1974 he remained 
at Fort Benning to teach the new tactics 
emerging from the “How to Fight Manu-
als” showcasing combined and joint air/
land battle doctrine. 
 “As important is the Infantry’s shift 
to more hands-on training at every level 
in all infantry courses of instruction,” 
Crawford said.
 Crawford completed graduate school 
and joined the 82nd Airborne for two 
years. He attended Command and Gener-
al Staff College and the British Army Staff 

College in England 
where lessons learned 
from the Falkland con-
flict were discussed. 
       Crawford high-
lighted his time as a 
battalion commander 
in the 82nd Airborne 
and introduced the 
audience to key weap-
ons, combat vehicles 
and Air Force and 
Army aircraft sup-
porting combat units. 
He made the point 
on how critical new 
equipment is needed 
within and supporting 
infantry units. 
       He served as the 
first senior trainer at 
the Joint Readiness 
Training Center and 
attended the Army 
War College and then 
as the Director of 
Training and Doctrine 
at the Infantry School 
and head of operations 
for Fort Benning, Ga.
       Crawford said he 
learned a lot from his 
long service fighting, 
teaching, training, and 
writing doctrine for 
the Infantry. 

                                 “The all-volunteer 
Army works well but the American public 
appears disconnected from our military 
organizations and has limited awareness 
on what confronts combat infantry at 
war,” Crawford said. 
 He said mastering all infantry skills 
for the close battle, tactics, drills, weap-
ons and sustaining equipment at the high-
est operational tempo is essential and that 
funding is often not available to maintain 
high performance levels. 
 He also pointed out that time 
required to replace old equipment and 
acquire new systems takes years too long. 
He said hands-on training is essential to 
acquiring confidence on the modern bat-
tlefield and combat units need to remain 
fully operational with the right manpower 
and leadership. He cautioned against 

changing infantry organizations based on 
the “last war.”
 He placed importance on building 
robust combat units able to fight the full 
spectrum confronted on the modern bat-
tlefield and continuing to carefully recruit 
and retain high quality infantry soldiers as 
a top priority. He suggested seeking “ev-
ery opportunity to use all the key infantry 
schools to train an elite infantry airborne, 
pathfinder, ranger, mortars, and snipers 
for as many as half the entire infantry 
force.” 
 Finally, Crawford addressed up-
coming changes impacting the current 
infantry force. Infantry basic training has 
been extended from 14 weeks to 22 weeks 
in part to provide infantry soldiers more 
exposure to expert infantry tasks, move-
ment techniques, use of terrain, battle 
drills and tactical maneuvers. 
 “Women are now completing infan-
try training both at the soldier and officer 
level and are being integrated into combat 
infantry units,” Crawford said. 
 In closing, he said the Army has two 
new commands designed to have a direct 
impact on infantry and Army acquisition 
and cyber warfare. 
 “The future command will focus 
in part on rapid acquisition for soldier 
lethality and the new Cyber Command to 
be located at Fort Gordon, Ga,” Crawford 
said.  
 “We have great soldiers!” Crawford 
said in his slide presentation. “The all-vol-
unteer Army is highly successful since its 
inception in 1973. Yet, many Americans 
and political leaders have little under-
standing of the American Military and 
few even know a soldier.”
  
Those who have served in the armed 
forces of the United States are invited 
to join other veterans for lunch and 
fellowship on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month in the Mountains Grille at the Big 
Canoe clubhouse. Cost is $17 per person 
and includes a buffet lunch. North Georgia 
Membership is open to all who served and 
received an honorable discharge. There 
is no cost to becoming a member. More 
information and registration information 
can be found at www.ngvets.org.

Army Colonel Wayne Crawford (Retired) shares 
lessons learned from a 27-year infantry career

Wayne Crawford’s vest shows his many assignments during 
his 27-year Army career. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

“Vietnam combat for American soldiers ended in 1973 and the all-volunteer Army began.”
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• DIGITAL & OFFSET

• ON SITE BINDERY & FOLDING

• PAPER & PLASTIC
• BANNERS & POSTERS

• BUSINESS CARDS
• LETTERHEAD & ENVELOPES
• BROCHURES & RACK CARDS

• MAILING SERVICES
• NCR FORMS

706 - 216 - 8100
info@studio101.com

802 Highway 400 South
Suite 200  

Dawsonville, GA 30534

P R I N T I N G

DAWSONVILLE’S
MOST AFFORDABLE

FULL SERVICE 

 It’s been 107 years this month since 
the tragedy of the Titanic. Of course, this 
disaster has fascinated the world ever 
since, leading to books, movies, musicals 
and, ultimately, a successful search for 
the big ship’s remains. On the positive 
side, commercial shipping lines learned 
a great deal from the Titanic, resulting 
in safer travel across the oceans. And 
as an investor, you, too, may be able to 
draw some important lessons from what  
happened on that cold April night more 
than a century ago. 
 So, to avoid some “titanic” investment 
mistakes, consider the following:   
 • Create a financial strategy with a 
solid foundation. Although considered 
a technological marvel, the Titanic had 
some real structural, foundational flaws – 
such as compartments that weren’t fully 
watertight. To withstand the inevitable 
rough seas ahead, your investment strat-
egy needs a strong foundation, based on 
your needs, goals, family situation, risk 
tolerance and time horizon.  
 • Be receptive to advice. The Titanic’s 
crew had received plenty of Marconi 
wireless warnings from other ships about 
ice in the area. Yet they did not take pre-
cautions, such as slowing down. When 
you invest, you can benefit from advice 
from a financial professional – someone 
who can caution you when you’re mak-
ing dangerous moves, such as pursuing 
inappropriate investments, which could 
ultimately damage your prospects for 
success.  
 • Be prepared for anything. The Titanic 
had far fewer lifeboats than it needed,  
resulting in a tragic loss of life that could 
have been prevented. As an investor, you 
need to be prepared for events that could 
jeopardize your financial well-being, and 
that of your family. So, at a minimum, 
you need to maintain adequate life and 
disability insurance. And it’s also a good 
idea to build an emergency fund contain-
ing six to 12 months’ worth of living  

expenses, with the money kept in a  
liquid, low-risk account.
 • Don’t overreact to perceived threats.  
When the iceberg loomed directly ahead, 
the Titanic’s crew frantically tried to steer 
clear of it. While this move was under-
standable, it inadvertently hastened the 
ship’s demise, because it exposed a more 
vulnerable part of the hull to the huge 
ice mass. When you invest, you might 
also be tempted to overreact when facing  
perceived dangers – for example, if the  
financial markets plunge, you might think 
about selling your stocks. This is often a 
bad idea, especially if you’re taking a big 
loss on your sales. If your investments 
are still fundamentally solid, you might 
well be better off by staying patient and 
waiting for the markets to recover. 
 • Give yourself time to reach your 
goals. Edward J. Smith, the Titanic’s 
captain, apparently wanted to break 
speed records on the Atlantic crossing – 
and this desire may have contributed to 
his somewhat reckless passage through 
fields of ice. As an investor, you could 
also run into problems if you rush toward 
a goal. To illustrate: If you wanted to re-
tire at 65 with a certain amount of money, 
but you didn’t start saving and investing 
until you reached 55, you’d likely have 
to put a lot more away each year, and  
possibly invest a lot more aggressively, 
than if you had started investing when 
you were 30. Put to work some of the 
Titanic’s lessons – they might help you 
improve your chances of smooth sailing 
toward all your important financial goals. 

Bill Spencer, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones
150 Prominence Point Parkway, Suite 800
Canton, Georgia 30114  •  (770) 479-4758
Bill.Spencer@EdwardJones.com
www.EdwardJones.com/Bill-Spencer
BIG CANOE RESIDENT and Member 
of Big Canoe Business Connect

Try to Avoid “Titanic” 
Investment Mistakes 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FINANCIAL FOCUS

BY DAVID HOWE
dwhowe01@gmail.com

T
he traditional annual springtime 
observance of Memorial Day in Big 
Canoe will take place at 10 a.m. on 
Monday, May 27, at the Big Canoe 

Chapel and is open to everyone.  
 Organized by the North Georgia Veterans, 
this year’s observance will feature remarks 
from Pete Mecca and patriotic music from the 
North Georgia Veteran Singers.
 Pete Mecca, this year’s featured speak-
er, promises to bring special meaning to the 
service. He is the author of “Veterans: Stories 
from America’s Best,” his first book in a series 
focusing on personal stories of the experience 
and heroism of individuals, both known and 
unknown, from all branches of the military. 
Thus far, he has interviewed over 400 men and 
women veterans from all branches, all ranks, 
and all wars. 
 Following his graduation from Memphis 
State University, Mecca served for four years 
in Air Force intelligence and an additional two 
and a half years in Vietnam.
 Mecca has been featured in Georgia 
Magazine, appeared on Channel 69 and AM-
1160, was keynote speaker for “Wreaths across 
America,” the 12th Armored Division Annual 
Banquet and many other organizations.  He 

Pete Mecca speaking at the January NGV luncheon meeting. Mecca returns to Big 
Canoe in May as the featured speaker for the North Georgia Veterans Memorial 
Day program. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Author of ‘Veterans: Stories from America’s 
Best’ to speak at Memorial Day celebration

was Lt. Col. Aide-de-Camp to Ga. Gov. Nathan 
Deal and earlier was presented with a letter of 
appreciation from the Georgia Department of 
Veterans Service. He is also Commander of the 
prestigious Atlanta World War II Round Table 
plus serves as their Program Director. He has 
been nominated for induction into the Georgia 
Military Veterans Hall of Fame. 
 Earlier this year, he presented excerpts 
from his book to the regular lunch meeting of 
the North Georgia Veterans.
 The somber celebration of Memorial Day 
originated as Decoration Day during the years 
following the Civil War to honor Confederate 
and Union men and women who died during 
the war. It officially became Memorial Day in 
1967.  In 1968, Congress established uniformity 
for its observance by officially designating 
Memorial Day as the last day in May.
 The national holiday now honors all men 
and women who lost their lives while serving 
in the U.S. military.
 The North Georgia Veterans welcome all 
active duty and honorably discharged members 
of all branches of U.S. military service. Lunch 
meetings are held on the second Wednesday 
each month in the Mountains Grille of the Big 
Canoe Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. There is no 
cost to join. Meetings start at 11:30 a.m. and 
include a $17 buffet lunch and program. Appli-
cation can be made online at ngvets.org.

 On Thursday, April 25, The Vintage Chevrolet Club of America (VCCA) is hosting “Old 
Car Night at the Swan,” a special screening of the 1973 movie “American Graffiti” at Blue Ridge’s 
historic Swan Drive-In.
 Opened in 1955, the Swan Drive-In is one of only four remaining drive-in theaters in Georgia. 
 The VCCA is holding its Southeast Area car show in Blue Ridge with 40 show cars coming 
from six states. These restored Chevrolets will feature models from the 1920s through the 1970s. 
Many of the cars will be on display at the Swan Drive-In Thursday night.
 If you have never seen “American Graffiti” on the big screen this may be your only chance. 
The public is invited to drive their vintage, classic or collector cars to the event, but all cars are 
welcome.
 Cars will begin to assemble at the drive-in at 6:15 p.m., and “American Graffiti” will be shown 
as soon as it gets dark, rain or shine.
 Admission to the Swan is $20 per car, cash only. The movie soundtrack is heard through 
your FM car radio or through your FM portable radio.
 A full snack bar is available at the Swan with popcorn, candy, hot dogs, hamburgers, snacks 
and drinks—just like the good old days.
 For further information, contact L409Chevy@bellsouth.net. 

Submitted by the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America

‘Old Car Night at the 
Swan’ hosted by VCAA
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SPRING OPEN HOUSE
Garden Party & Chamber

Ribbon Cutting
FRI • APR 5th • 4pm-7pm

Ribbon Cutting 4pm

SAT APR 6th • 10am-5pm
Open House & Party Continues 

Refreshments served

Soul Sisters Antiques & Home Décor
770-871-1631 • 40 High Tower Parkway 

(only 1/2 mile off 400) Dawsonville, GA 30534

Open 7 Days Mon-Sat 10am to 5pm • Sunday 1pm to 5pm.
www.soulsistersantiques.com

Local Gardeners will be our guest from Jungle paradise. 
Come celebrate with us winning 

Best of Dawson Antique store and Furniture store. 
We have over 35 dealers who’d love to meet you. 

Look for awesome sales throughout the store and share 
some refreshments with us.

Dr. Hema Byrapuneni
M.D. Board Certified Internal Medicine

Dawson 400 Family Medicine
133 Prominence Court, Ste 230

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534
706-216-1500

Fax: 706-216-1510

Dr. Jeevana Krishna, MD
M.D. Board Certified Family Medicine

Foothills Medical Clinic
25 Foothills Parkway

Marble Hill, Georgia 30148
770-894-4500

Fax: 770-894-4365

Call today to schedule your appointment and 
experience the difference in healthcare.

www.cummingfamilymedicine.com

Walk-ins are welcome. 
We accept most insurances.
Same day appointments. 
Our services: 
• Annual physical
• Cardiac Care
• Diabetic Care
• Pediatric Care
• Hypertension
• Women’s Wellness Exams
• DOT physicals
• Immigration Physicals
• Worker’s Compensation 
• Pre-employment physicals
• Urgent Care
• Sports Physicals
• College Physicals
• School Physicals
• Minor Surgery

Dr. Jeevanan Krishna is also at
Cumming Family Medicine

765 Lanier 400 Parkway, Cumming, GA 30040 
770-205-1294 • Fax: 770-887-4597

Dr. Hema Byrapuneni is also at
Foothills Medical Clinic

25 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148
770-894-4500 • Fax: 770-894-4365

FAMILY
HEALTH

CARE

FOOTHILLS 
MEDICAL CLINIC

BY WAYNE TIDWELL 
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

A 
group of Big Canoe golfers is 
heading to Top Golf in Midtown 
Atlanta on April 30 for an event 
to raise funds for an addiction 

crisis charity created by Halstead Interna-
tional & Metroflor Corporation (HMAC).
The goal is to provide rehabilitation 
“scholarships” to families, who otherwise 
would not be financially able to help save 
their loved ones suffering from Substance 
Addiction Disorders (SADs), according to 
the company’s press release.
 HMAC’s goal is to raise $500K over 
the next two years through a “Save an 
Addict. Save a Family” GoFundMe web-

page and other activities, which will be 
matched dollar for dollar by Metroflor/
Halstead for a total of $1 million. 
 Top Golf in Midtown Atlanta has 
100+ climate-controlled hitting bays, 
full-service restaurant and bars, a roof-
top terrace with fire pit and over 200 HD 
televisions.
 Participants will enjoy point-scor-
ing golf games using microchipped balls 
that instantly score themselves, showing 
players the accuracy and distance of their 
shots on a television screen in their hitting 
bay. Top Golf venues feature a chef-driv-
en menu, top-shelf drinks, big screen tele-
visions, flexible private event spaces and 
music in climate-controlled hitting bays. 
 The April 30 event will start with 

lunch at noon followed by play until 3 
p.m. The cost, including lunch, is $110.00 
per person. All net proceeds will go to the 
addiction recovery charity that supports 
recovery facilities in Charlotte, N.C.; 
Covington, Ga.; Kennesaw, Ga.; and Port 
Jefferson, N.Y.
 Big Canoe’s Paul Eames who is vice 
president of business development for 
Halstead/Metroflor, is spearheading the 
initiative. Those interested in joining the 
group can contact Eames at Paul@metro-
florgroup.com.
 “Over 100,000 people lost their lives 
to addiction in 2018, more than double 
the number of deaths in the Vietnam 
War,” Eames said. “The crisis is a national 
emergency. It is the only disease that tears 

the family apart, rather than bringing it 
together. All rehabilitation therapy has to 
be long-term and family focused. Given 
that the average insurance deductible cost 
to families for addiction rehabilitation is 
$8,000, the HMAC team’s $1 million goal 
will provide life-saving scholarships for 
125 families.” 
 Top Golf Facility is located at 1600 
Ellsworth Industrial Boulevard NW, Atlan-
ta, GA 30318. For those who cannot attend 
the outing, any tax-deductible donation 
(no matter how small or large) can be 
made through the “Save an Addict. Save 
a Family” HMAC GoFundMe page. More 
information can be found at HMAC@
metroflorcorp.com or by contacting Paul 
Eames at Paul@metroflorgroup.com.

BY RHONDA STOCK
Rhonda1223@aol.com

T
he Knowledge Series Advisory 
Council is pleased to announce 
an interesting line-up of life-long 
learning topics in this summer’s 

Big Canoe Expert Series.  The concept of 
the Expert Series is for Big Canoe residents 
(or sometimes family members of Big 
Canoe residents) to share their interests, 
expertise and/or hobbies with other Big 
Canoe residents.  All programs are free 
of charge and take place on a designated 
Saturday in the Canoe Lodge from 11 a.m. to 
noon plus.
 The first program is scheduled for 
June 8 and is entitled: “Tai Chi, the Grand 
Supreme Ultimate Journey.” Speaker Jeff 
Cook, Certified Tai Chi Master, discusses 
his journey from beginning Tai Chi in 1986 
in Atlanta, to competing in Wu Dang China 
in 2012, the birth place of Tai Chi over 600 

years ago, where he and his team won Gold 
Metals. He will discuss the philosophy of 
this art which is rooted in the concept of 
living in harmony with nature.  He will 
also talk about the many teachers he has 
encountered both in the U.S. and China and 
the profound changes in China he witnessed 
between 1986 and 2012 and his journey to 
the sacred mountains of Wu Dang and his 
studies with the Taoist Monks there. 
 “Will your local police department 
survive? And can the current police service 
model in America last?” is the second pro-
gram and is scheduled for July 13. Big Canoe 
resident Lou Reiter is the presenter. Reiter 
was a member of the Los Angeles Police 
Department from 1961 to 1981 and is current-
ly a police consultant and published author.  
He provides training to police groups in the 
high liability areas of use of force, emergen-
cy vehicle operations, high-risk operations, 
investigations of citizen complaints, internal 
affairs procedures, investigation of critical 

incidents, and liability management.  His 
presentation will address such relevant and 
timely issues as what do you want from 
your local police department, can we afford 
local police services and lessons learned 
from the 2014 Ferguson incident. 
 The third and final program of the 
summer is scheduled for August 10 and is 
entitled “The Benefits of NASA Spinoffs to 
You”. When NASA develops new products 
for the space program, the technologies 
or discoveries that made these products 
possible are licensed to U.S. business for 
the benefit of the public. Dr. Steve Feldman 
will discuss some of the most important 
products that have improved the lives of 
Americans as a result of the spinoffs from 
NASA research. He will also discuss the 
courage of the astronauts and some brief 
stories from inside the space community. 
Feldman was named president and CEO of 
The Astronauts Memorial Foundation on 
March 1, 1999 and retired on August 31, 2012.  

The Board of Directors of the Astronauts 
Memorial Foundation voted to bestow upon 
him the title of president emeritus in honor 
of his 13 years of service.
 If you will be in town this summer you 
will not want to miss any of these presen-
tations. The programs are free and will be 
held in the Canoe Lodge with limited seat-
ing. Preregistration is required. When the 
maximum capacity is reached a wait list will 
be started. Sign-ups for each program are at 
www.bigcanoepoa.org.  
 I would like to thank Bob Anderson, 
Richard White, Dawn Polson and Shelley 
Hanson, the members of the Expert Series 
subcommittee. I think you will agree this is 
an interesting line-up that may even cause 
one to cancel a golf or tennis date on Satur-
days during this summer. 
 If you have any questions on any of 
these programs, please direct them to Rhon-
da Stock at Rhonda1223@aol.com.

Big Canoe Expert Series overview—summer 2019

Big Canoe golfers heading to Top Golf charity fundraiser

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL BAXTER, BAXTER IMAGING, LLC
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NEW LISTING

453 DEER RUN RIDGE
Private Location with View
4BR, 4.5 BA  ~  $575,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

116 SCONTI RIDGE #417A
Bright & Open Updated Condo with 

Lake and Mountain Views
2BR, 2BA  ~  $134,900

NEW LISTING

819 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE
Charming Fully Furnished Rustic 

Cabin w/Beautiful Mountain Views
2BR, 2BA  ~  $255,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

158 WOODSTREAM POINT
Total Remodel, Handicap Accessible, 

Close to North Gate  
4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $399,000

NEW LISTING

930 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Magnificent View, Gourmet Kitchen, 

Needs Nothing! 
4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $649,900

... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

m

Listing 
and 

Selling 
the Best 

of Big 
Canoe

m

LAKESIDE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WITH VIEW

42 WOODPECKER WAY
In-Law Suite w/Full Kitchen 

on Terrace Level
4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $449,900 

BIG VIEW

1131 SHARP MOUNTAIN PKWY
Beautiful View Property in Premier 

Gated Community 
4BR, 4BA  ~  $599,000

NEW PRICE

65 HYACINTH HILL 
Waterford Charmer

 5BR, 4BA  ~  $485,000

PLEASE VISIT MY NO REGISTRATION WEBSITE FOR ALL BIG CANOE LISTINGS & COMMUNITY INFO.

www.CampriniandCompany.com

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023
325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com
Jack Camprini

BIG CANOE RESIDENT

DESIGNER’S ALPINE 
LOG HOME

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mountain 
Lodge combining spectacular 

views, masterful craftsmanship 
and complete tranquility.

6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,850,000 

LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREAT

1609 SUNRISE RIDGE
 4BR, 4 FULL, 2 HALF BATH  

$725,000

ACHASTA GOLF MEMBERSHIP 
HOME

63 STAMP MILL RD
ACHASTA

Great Opportunity
 4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $447,500

FABULOUS TIMBER FRAME

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta
Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (10 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Big Canoe Resident
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA ~  $639,000

CUSTOM UPDATED LAKEFRONT

95 SWALLOW POINT
Fabulous Lake & Mountain Views

4BR, 4BA  ~  $699,000

NEW PRICE

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $564,900

SHOWCASE HOME 

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5BA  - $1,150,000

NEW LISTING

 424 COLUMBINE DR.
Plummer Cabin with Year Around 

Beautiful Long Range Views
3BR, 2.5 BA ~  $205,000

RUSTIC PERFECTION

601 CUTTHROAT RIDGE, 
BENT TREE

Pristine Log Home with View 
and Elevator

4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $789,900

NEW LISTING

508 COVE LAKE DRIVE
Private Gated Lake Community
3BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $429,000

• 49 Sparrows Nest - $49,900 - Location & Privacy on Cul de Sac.
• 6501 Buckskull Ridge $165,000  
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mountain Rd  - $99,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!
• 28 Petit Ridge Dr.  - $145,000 - Beautiful Valley View
• 413 Falcon Heights - $125,000 - Lake Petit and Atlanta Skyline View

• 4109 Woodland Trace $18,500 - Heavily Wooded Lot w/Great Location
• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Drive $165,000 -  Level entry lot with Big View to 
   Amicolola, Dahlonega and Mt Yonah.
• 8133 Wilderness Parkway $57,500 - Mature trees, natural hardwoods 
   and 2 Streams!
• 4043 Quail Cove $35,000 -  Walk to Lake Petit

FEATURED HOMESITES

SOLD

RANCH WITH VIEW

1150 QUAIL COVE DRIVE
Highly desirable and rarely available 

“Ranch” in Pristine Condition
3BR, 2BA  ~  $239,000  

SOLD

NEW LISTING

84 MAY APPLE LANE
The Quintessential Mountain 
Updated Year Around Cabin
3 BR, 4 BA  - $349,900

SOLD

CHARMING TOTAL RENO

62 CRAZY BEAR RIDGE
3BR, 3BA ~ $249,900  

SOLD SOLD

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
Rustic Craftsman 

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $459,900

NEW LISTING

367 WINDFLOWER DRIVE
Turn Key!  

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $389,000

NEW LISTING

87 WOODPECKER WAY
Sq. Footage, Curb Appeal and 

Quality Throughout  
 5BR, 3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA 

$575,000
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 Leave love, 
 not stress.

Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Company and Allstate 
Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Road, Northbrook, IL 60062, and American Heritage 
Life Insurance Co., 1776 American Heritage Life Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32224. In 
New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, 
Hauppauge, NY. © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co. 94

61
33

0

Make sure your loved ones have one less thing 
to worry about if you're gone, with a whole life 
insurance policy that protects them the way 
you want. Call me today.

Steve Moranos
706-268-1268
88 North Gate Station Drive
Marble Hill
stevemoranos@allstate.com

Big Canoe homeowner
since 2001.

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

Joe Tipton had heard about the walking 
trails in Big Canoe before he purchased 
his home on Black Bear Point. When 
he moved in he found that there were 

no trails near his home. He proceeded to 
map out a trail, get the proper approvals and 
began building the trail with the help of Trail 
Committee members. Saturday March 23, Big 
Canoe General Manager Jill Philmon and Trails 
Committee Vice Chair Clardy Schwarz cut the 
ribbon that officially opened the trail. 
 “He basically built the whole park by him-
self,” Schwarz said of Tipton’s efforts, “while 
the trails committee built the access trail from 
the Blue Trail in Wildcat to the new park.”
 “I would like to thank the Trails Com-
mittee,” Philmon said. “Because honestly we 
wouldn’t have any of these (trails) if it wasn’t 
for them. They do such a good job, and Joe Tip-
ton is just amazing. I am so fortunate to have 
this committee.”
 “There were some cold mornings we 
worked and some hot days in the summertime 
and the crew got attacked by yellow jackets 
one day,” Schwartz said.
 The 35-acre park is heavily wooded with 
beautiful streams, and trail features including 
color-coded trail markers, signs, benches, 
stairs, bridges and stepping stones. There is a 
small parking area on Wildcat Parkway at the 
entrance to the new trail about a quarter mile 
north of Blazingstar Trail. 
 “When you walk this you will see how 
difficult it was to cut out the side of the hills,” 
Schwarz said. “And all of these wooden struc-
tures were milled from downed oak trees.”
 He also thanked Liz Scherer for producing 
the kiosk maps and brochures.
 “This is one of the hardest working com-
mittees,” Philmon said of the trails committee. 
“Not only do you build them but you keep 
them up.”
 “This is just another example of the 
wonderful volunteerism that exists within Big 
Canoe, which makes us such a wonderful com-
munity.” POA Board Chairman Jay Goldman 
said. 
 Schwartz thanked the Wildflower Bunch 
and Margie Halls for the generous donations 
they made to the trails committee over the past 
few years.
 “This is phase one,” Schwarz said. “which 
is 1.6 miles. When everything is complete it 
will be about three and a half miles.”
 With a little fanfare, the ribbon was cut 
using trimming shears.

New High Gap Park officially opened
"With a little fanfare the ribbon was cut using trimming shears."

The Kiosk at the new High Gap Park trails 
includes trail distances, overview and 
wildlife photos. PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

About 40  people turned out Saturday 
morning for the opening of the High Gap 
Park.

Hikers try out the new High Gap Park trail.Joe Tipton and Jill Philmon cut the ribbon, officially opening the new High Gap Park 
Trails while Clardy Schwarz looks on.

By WAYNE TIDWELL 
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

 The annual Good Samaritan Health and 
Wellness Center Charity Golf Tournament 
is coming to the Big Canoe Golf Course on 
April 29. 
 This tournament bears the name of Big 
Canoe’s Ed Delaney who lost his battle with 
cancer in January 2016. Ed was not only a 
valued Good Samaritan board member and 
active volunteer but was instrumental in 
making the tournament what it is today, the 
biggest fundraising event of the year for 
Good Samaritan. This year’s goal is to raise 
$25,000. 
 “The annual golf tournament pro-
vides valuable funding and awareness for 
Good Samaritan’s delivery of primary care 
services,” said Tammi Sorrells, executive 
director. “This event is a great way for our 
supporters to gather for some exercise and 
fellowship, while also making a tremendous 
impact on our community’s health.” 
 The mission of the Good Samaritan 
Health and Wellness Center is to provide 
the medically underserved in our commu-
nity with compassionate and individualized 
healthcare and related services in an atmo-

Golf carts lined up for the start of the Good 
Samaritan Charity Golf Tournament. PHOTO 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Popular Good Samaritan Ed Delaney 
Memorial Golf Tournament set for April 29

sphere of respect and dignity. 
 In 2018, Good Samaritan experienced 
more than 9,130 patient visits and served 
nearly 2,700 individuals. 
 Good Samaritan is a 501(c)(3) not-for-
profit health center that provides health 
services to the people of Pickens County 
and surrounding counties regardless of 
insurance status. 
 For more information about Good 
Samaritan Health and Wellness Center and 
how you can participate in this worthwhile 
event, go to goodsamhwc.org or call Brad 
Herren, Volunteer Tournament Chair, at 
610-609-6200.
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BY PARISH LOWRIE
Owner/Agent, Parish Lowrie Insurance 
& Financial Services, Inc.

B
ig Canoe and its resident bears 
have received a lot of attention 
lately. Those close to our bear 
issues have been counseling Big 

Canoe homeowners for years about the 
do’s and don’ts when it comes to attracting 
bears. Much has been written on that sub-
ject, so I’ll leave it to the experts.
 As an insurance agent with almost 25 
years’ experience in the industry, I fre-
quently get asked whether or not damage 
to one’s home caused by bears is covered 
under their homeowners insurance policy. 
As a disclaimer, each insurance claim comes 
with its own individual circumstances and, 
as such, I am unable to make blanket state-
ments regarding whether a particular loss is 
or is not covered. Additionally, I represent 
one insurance company and because each 
company writes its own insurance policy, 
my remarks are limited to the policy with 
which I am familiar.
 Homeowners policy coverage generally 
falls into two broad categories: named peril 
policies, where coverage is limited to a list 
of covered perils or hazards, or as open peril 
policies, where coverage is provided against 
any peril or hazard that is not specifically 
excluded. Some homeowners policies do 
both, where they act as a named peril policy 
for loss to personal property, but also act as 
an open peril policy for loss to the dwelling.
 Either way, a homeowner needs to 
know how his/her policy works so they 
can begin to understand what is or is not 
covered. Another thing important to under-
stand, is even in a named peril policy, there 

Serving Big Canoe with Professional 
Real Estate Services | Since 1994

If you’re considering the sale of your home - 
whether to buy another in Big Canoe, 

or to move else-where, please give us a call. 

Our Mission: To meet your needs through 
unequaled service and a manner that 

is “right and just and fair”. 
            (Proverbs 1:3)

Linda Travis & Associates Realtors, Inc.
Member First MLS (FMLS)  |  Member Pickens County Board of Realtors

Phone 706-268-3011  |  Fax 706-993-3300  |  Email: sales@dltravis.com  |  Website: www.dltravis.com

H
ello Big Canoe!
       I want to discuss the 
opportunities being created 
by changes your board is 

working on to improve the quality of 
our community and its financial sound-
ness. Change occurs in all our lives. We 
can embrace these changes or fail to 
recognize that doing nothing may result 
in falling behind as other people and 
communities move forward.

Financial considerations
 The finance and audit committees 
are doing much work to improve the 
financial disciplines within the POA 
finance function. Recently, more robust 
procedures have been put in place re-
garding the authorization and approval 
of capital expenditures. More analysis 
will now be expected from management 
before capital additions are approved by 
the finance committee and the board.
 The audit committee will be 
working with management to ensure 
that proper support is provided before 
operating expenditures are committed 
to, including zero-based budget ques-
tioning at appropriate intervals, to en-
sure that current circumstances justify 
continuing past expenditures.

Master planning 
our facilities’ renovations

 Last month I described the process 
the board is following to obtain objec-
tive input about what should be done 
to properly maintain the facilities we 
have, including our golf courses. Soon 
we expect to receive analysis from 
Chambers of the survey you were asked 
to complete and return. I have been told 
there were approximately 1800 respons-
es; I hope the result will be a very useful 
description of the property owners’ 
preferences. Equally important, Cham-
bers has reaffirmed to provide a draft 
of its findings and recommendations 
before the end of April.

Funding facilities renovations
 Last November the finance commit-
tee provided thoughtful recommenda-

tions about how our community can pay 
for these renovations without a burden 
on current property owners. I hope you 
remember the committee suggested an 
initiation fee be charged new buyers af-
ter a future date and all current property 
owners would be “grandfathered.”  This 
was based upon surveying communities 
similar to Big Canoe in Georgia and sur-
rounding states where substantially all 
of them assess this type fee. The basis 
for assessing this fee is that new prop-
erty owners can use all our amenities 
on the date of their move-in yet have 
paid nothing for that right. Our cove-
nants will require the property own-
ers to approve assessing this fee. The 
committee also suggested that current 
property owners pay a modest addition-
al assessment to facilitate accumulating 
funds to pay for and help create future 
sustainability for the facilities in the 
community.
 To further defray these costs, 
board members are discussing alter-
native ways to establish a community 
foundation. The hope is that property 
owners who have enjoyed their time 
at Big Canoe will generously bequeath 
monies or other assets to the foundation 
to provide funds to pay for facilities in 
the future and support self-renewing 
sustainability for the community.

Inappropriate behavior
 Unfortunately, we are still experi-
encing situations of property owners 
and guests verbally abusing staff and 
other property owners, whether this be 
at the clubhouse, public safety, the main 
and north gates or on the internet. I see 
this as a cancer infecting the character 
and civility of Big Canoe. As a group, 
we need to encourage eliminating these 
actions.

Conclusion
 All of us experience change 
throughout our lives, some significant 
and some not. All of us deeply appre-
ciate the natural beauty of our com-

munity. We should 
embrace the future to 
create for those who 
succeed us and to 
honor those from the 
past who created this 
wonderful place for 
us.

JAY GOLDMAN

POA President’s
Report

JAY GOLDMAN

POA changes designed 
to improve the community

Bears & insurance…oh, my

"Most policies provide 
coverage for damage 

by wild bears to both the 
dwelling and personal 

property."
could be exclusions that limit or eliminate 
coverage if certain additional circumstances 
arise. For instance, vandalism is generally 
a covered peril in a named peril policy, 
however, damage caused by vandalism is 
excluded to a dwelling if the dwelling is 
considered vacant.
 Generally, most policies provide 
coverage for damage by wild bears to both 
the dwelling and personal property; you 
may have to look a little deeper to find such 
proof of coverage in your policy. It is typical 
for an open peril policy to exclude damage 
due to “all animals, birds, or insects,” but 
then give coverage back if such damage 
is caused by wild bears or deer. In other 
words, the policy excludes damage by 
animals unless such damage is caused by a 
wild bear or deer, in which case coverage 
would apply.
 Lastly, please note such losses will 
very likely be subject to the homeowner’s 
policy’s deductible, which represents the 
portion of the loss the homeowner is willing 
and able to retain.
 While I hope our “bad bear” days are 
behind us, if nothing else, perhaps they have 
provided us with a good reminder to get fa-
miliar with our insurance policy’s coverage 
and, more importantly, lack thereof, so we 
have a better understanding of the risks we 
face.
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Now is the time to 

SWEEP YOUR CHIMNEY!
The National Fire Protection Association recommends that your fireplace 

and chimney should be inspected yearly and swept if necessary.

RICHARD FAIRLESS - Master Sweep - 37 years experience
richardfairless@msn.com • www.mountainsupersweep.com

706-276-7725 • 770-740-9388

Mountain Super Sweep 
Chimney Service

Thorough Sweeping ... No Mess

Spring Special! 
Prices and wait times go up in the Fall!

LAZY BEAR
FURNITURE

FOOTHILLS CENTER • 770-893-1500

Art • Rugs • Lighting
Poly Outdoor • Gifts

Lodge Style Furnishings

T
ucked away on North Highland 
Avenue is “The Shave Barber-
shop.” Its website has a picture of 
a clean-cut neck being brushed to 

get the loose hair. The caption: “Not your 
grandfather’s barbershop.” 
 Another page says “We operate like 
a traditional barbershop, we use an old 
school wait list with pen and paper.” Make 
an appointment and they’ll call or text you 
when your barber is ready. They’ve been 
featured and reviewed in all sorts of maga-
zines over the years.
 And in December 2018, The Shave 
Barbershop became famous in one more 
website; the published decisions of the 
Georgia Court of Appeals.
 The case centered on a “master bar-
ber” named Patricia Kennedy, who started 
working there in 2015.  She was treated as 
an independent contractor, like all the bar-
bers, making a percentage of sales of goods 
and services to the customers she worked 
on. 
 In 2017, however, two other barbers 
left The Shave and opened a competing 
barbershop nearby, taking customers with 

them. The Shave management presented 
the remaining barbers, including Kennedy, 
with a written contract which character-
ized her as an employee and contained a 
non-competition covenant.
 In other words, if Kennedy left The 
Shave, she couldn’t open a competing bar-
ber shop within three miles for two years, 
and she couldn’t solicit her clients to come 
to her new shop. 
 An aside here:  yes, a barber with a 
restrictive covenant. Sure, you’ve heard of 
executives, doctors, lawyers, other profes-
sionals being asked to sign such documents. 
But hairstylists? 
 Well, why not? And for good measure, 
the Court of Appeals did a second case in 
October 2018, ruling against a handyman 
because of a non-compete he signed. He 
has worked as an independent contractor 
for a company which provided cleaning, 
repairing and resurfacing services to 
apartment complexes. He had counted on 
ignoring the covenant; the Court of Appeals 
didn’t see it that way.
 Barber? Rug cleaner?  Independent 
contractor? Really? Oh, yes. 
 Back to the story: Kennedy decided 
she had enough of a customer following 
and would do better financially if she had a 
salon of her own. 
 She found a shop and rented it. But it 
was barely over 2 miles from The Shave, 
and obviously closer than the three-mile 
boundary in her covenant. 

 The Shave’s owner found out and re-
minded her about what she signed. But Ms. 
Kennedy kept going. And more. She posted 
pictures of her customers which were 
taken at The Shave. When she worked at 
The Shave, she used social media accounts 
under the label “PK Does Hair” to show off 
her skills; now the sign over her new shop 
was going to read—you guessed it—“PK 
Does Hair.”
 The Shave had enough. They filed 
suit against Kennedy for breaching her 
employment contract, and particularly, the 
covenant terms it contained.
 And she lost. 
 In effect, the Shave had done every-
thing reasonable to protect its business.  
 The three-mile radius contained the 
bulk of The Shave’s customers and Kenne-
dy was aware of this restriction. Though 
she blithely tried to ignore it.
 Kennedy also argued that she was not 
soliciting customers of The Shave who 

she had worked on just because she was 
posting their pictures on social media. That 
didn’t fly.  
 Kennedy also argued that she was 
really an independent contractor and not 
an employee. But the new Georgia statute 
made covenants, enforceable against “any 
person or entity, including an independent 
contractor, in possession of selective or 
specialized skills, learning, or abilities or 
customer contacts, customer information 
or confidential information.”
 The bottom line:  protect your op-
eration from an employee becoming an 
ex-employee and going into competition 
with you. Georgia has a progressive statute 
now.  
 You just need a covenant that matches 
the facts of your operation, so the evidence 
is in place when the employee signs.

George Fox practices in 
Sandy Springs and Big 
Canoe and is Adjunct 
Professor in Emory 
Law School's Center 
for Transactional 
Law. Questions are 
welcome; reach him at 
Fox@GaLaw.com or 
on Facebook. He also 

cautions that what is above is not legal 
advice and you should seek professional 
advice before doing or not doing something 
based on this material.

The barber’s covenant: hair today, gone tomorrow

GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

GEORGE FOX

BY GRAHAM NICHOLSON
grahamgay@bellsouth.net

S
pring is finally here and summer 
can’t be far behind. In other words, 
it’s time to  save the date: May 25 
at 7 p.m. for the season opener of 

our 2019 Concert Series at the Terraces 
Amphitheater. 
  Memorial Day weekend will be on-go-
ing and what better way to spend it than 
with a fantastic first-time featured guest 
musical band: Chi-Town Transit Authority.
 Those well-versed in Chicago lore will 
recognize the tribute band’s name as one  
Chicago’s self-titled debut album, Chicago 
Transit Authority, which quickly rose to 
the top of the charts, had multiple singles 
drawn from it and established the band as a 
legitimate force in American Rock history. 
 From that original debut album, 
Chi-Town Transit Authority places half a 
dozen songs on their play list. Be sure to 
rock and roll and dance to this incredible 
rendition of some of those hits including 
“Does Anybody Know What Time It Is?” 
and “Questions 67 and 68.”  
 Chi-Town has been called the most 

PHOTO COURTESY OF BIG CANOE CHAPEL TERRACES 2019 CONCERT SERIES

authentic and talented Chicago tribute 
band in the country. The band leader 
is Tom Davis, a drummer for over five 
decades and its founder. The rest of the 
lineup includes; Eric Gant, the youngest 
member, on bass guitar, recreating Peter 
Cetera vocals. Gant has been playing a 

multitude of musical genres for over two 
decades.  Chicago native Laurence Cohen 
plays the trombone and grew up near 
fellow trombonist James Pankow of the 
original band. Michael Cahen, living in 
Atlanta, plays the guitar and brings vocals. 
Thom Jenkins plays woodwinds and per-

Chicago tribute band kicks off Terraces Series
cussion while Asher McKinney plays keys 
and is another vocalist. Chris Horton plays 
trumpet, and when not playing in the band, 
is a professor of multi-musical disciplines 
at the Art Institute of Atlanta.
 All in all, the shining vocals from the 
seven guys, just like the original Chicago, 
reprising their original band member’s 
role bring power ballads, big hits and 
forgotten gems. Their playlist is long and 
full of the original Chicago’s multitude of 
hits including: “25 or 6 to 4”, “Baby What a 
Big Surprise”, “Colour my World”,” Feelin’ 
Stronger Every Day”’, “I’m a Man”,”If you 
Leave me now”,”Saturday in the Park” and 
last but definitely not least “ You’re the 
Inspiration”. Close your eyes and enjoy this 
rendering of brassy horns with fine accu-
rate soaring vocals and ultimate rocking 
guitars. This is quintessential Chicago mu-
sic is brought to you by Chi-Town Transit 
Authority.   
 What a great way to usher in not only 
Memorial Day weekend but also sum-
mer 2019. Bring your friends and family, 
celebrate, enjoy the fellowship, and rock on 
with Chi-Town Transit Authority.
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Christina Abunassar, REALTOR®
Cell: (919) 389-8317 | Office: (770) 497-2000
Email: Christina.Abunassar@HarryNorman.com
Web: Christina.Abunassar.HarryNorman.com

Kimberly Arango, REALTOR®
Cell: (201) 660-0404 | Office: (770) 497-2000
Email: Kimberly.Arango@HarryNorman.com
Web: KimberlyArango.HarryNorman.com

The Collection at Forsyth • 410 Peachtree Pkwy., Ste. 108, Cumming, GA 30041
The above information is believed to be accurate but not warranted. Offer subject to errors, changes, omissions, prior sales and withdrawals without notice.

770-497-2000 Karen Pate, SVP & Broker. If your home is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. HarryNorman.com

Privacy abounds with this beautifully 
appointed French country manor 
nestled amongst the trees along 
shoreline of Lake Pettit in award 
winning, amenity rich community 
of Big Canoe. Magnificent views, 
sunrises & moonrises are sure to 
delight. Luxurious finishes include 
Viking & Sub-Zero appliances, granite, 
2 Tennessee Fieldstone fireplaces. 
Master suite has huge sitting room, 
walk-thru steam shower, dual water 
closets, Air Bain jet tub. Terrace level 
includes bunk room, 2nd kitchen & 
master. Detached 3-car garage with 
in-law/office above. PRICED WELL 
BELOW APPRAISED VALUE. 
FMLS#6075304

81 FLYCATCHER POINT
Big Canoe, GA 30143

Offered at $1,395,000

PRIC
E

IMP
ROV

EME
NT!

Blinds
by Design

888-338-1303 • 706-669-1244 • Lynne Pitters
www.blindsbydesignllc.com

Hunter Douglas  •  Additional Brands Available  •  Free Estimates & Installation  

including custom window 
coverings, tinting and shutters.

Treatments

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ...

WindowWe offer a wide variety of Hunter Douglas 
window fashions to meet all your needs, 

including favorites like Duette® 
Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette® Window 

Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, 
wood blinds, shutters and more. 

Our services include design consultations 
and professional window coverings 

measuring and installation.

Spring Clean 
and update
your blinds!

R
ecently I have been reflecting on 
the tone of our community—and 
our world to be honest. 
        It saddens me.  

 Yes, we are going through many 
changes, and as always with change, there 
are disputes.  I don’t mind people asking 
questions, offering opinions or even dis-
agreeing. 
 What does disappoint me is how ugly 
neighbors are treating each other some-
times.  
 Facebook is no longer social media, it’s 
downright unsocial!  People just blatantly 
believe what they read and what’s worse, 
they state facts that just aren’t true!  People 
don’t ask any more, they demand. They 
criticize those that volunteer their time 
and energy to make Big Canoe sustainable. 

We have approximately 5,000 people living 
between these gates and the probability of 
everyone agreeing is 5000 to 1.  
 I’m afraid that people are using “I’m 
passionate about this or that” as an excuse 
to be ugly. Most wars are started because 
both sides were passionate about their 
cause and passion can easily turn negative. 
 Think before you talk and more im-
portantly think about your tone and body 
language.  Even if you disagree, remember 
to be nice.  It goes a long way in working 
through the challenge of disagreeing on 
a decision.  For every decision there will 
always be winners and losers but that only 
comes after compromises are made. 
 In the end, after the dust settles, it 
would be nice if people are still neighbors 
and friends. 
 Some residents are just not positive.  
I get that. They are never happy and the 
glass is always half empty. 
 Please remember the staff are just 
the change agents so don’t take it out on 
us!  I recently brought in a career coach 
to train all of the staff on how to deal with 
negativity.  
 Honestly, I’m not convinced this 

neighborhood will ever be Pleasantville, but 
hopefully things will die down and color 
will come to our black and white current 
world again. (If this made no sense to you 
then you missed the movie!) 
 One of the things we were taught was 
the black dot.  Here’s the lesson.  Take a 
blank piece of paper and put a black dot in 
the middle of it. Hold it up. What do you 
notice? The black dot of course!  
 The problem is the black dot is dis-

sension, negativity, anger and all because 
someone is “passionate” about something.  
You have all of this wonderful white space 
but the black dot draws you in! 
 We need to be focusing on the white 
space where good things happen and hap-
piness exists.  Where is my white space?  
It’s in the memory of how supportive and 
loving this community was to me when my 
husband passed away. When I’m having a 
day where I question if I have the energy 
for this or I made the right decision to live 
in this neighborhood I go back to the day of 
the funeral where the chapel was complete-
ly full and my husband had probably only 
met a handful of people.  They were there 
to support me.  That’s when I realized this 
community has a lot of wonderful special 

people in it.  They are 
my white space!

 Think about your 
words and actions and 
how they will affect 
others.  Don’t be the 
black spot in someone’s 
life.  Be their white 
space!

Don’t be part of the black dot!

JILL PHILMON

GM's
Corner

JILL PHILMON

 The construction, land clearing and 
intermittent delays on Highway 53 between 
Four Mile Church Road and Wilkie Road in 
Pickens County are the result of a Georgia 
DOT project that will add a 1.37-mile east 

bound passing lane. The project is intended 
to improve safety and limit crash frequen-
cy within the project corridor. Traffic on 
Highway 53 is expected to grow 1.5 percent 
annually between now and 2037.

Passing lane being added 
on Highway 53

PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL
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438 RED FOX DRIVE
$779,000 • 5BR/5.5BA 
Terrific long range and 

mountain views. 3 car garage 
w/pool & hot tub. 

Want Your Home SOLD?
Please call me.

Ask For Steve

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

65 WRENS NEST 186 CHOCTAW RIDGE 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $359,900 • 4BR/4BA

Mountain views, two beds on 
main, two master suites.

201 WOODLAND TRACE 
$329,500 • 4BR/3.5BA

Log Cabin on stream across 
from Indian Rocks Park. 

727 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE196 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
. 

Results Speak Volumes
I had 62 Closings in 2018 (up from 52 in 2017)
Includes 39 of my listings that sold in 2018

29 BUTTERCUP LANE

23 RESTING BEAR 
. 

229 TEABERRY TRAIL
. 

77 WOOD FERN KNOLL 
. 

372 SYCAMORE TRAIL 

460 RIDGEVIEW WAY
. 

 5044 SANDERLIN DRIVE 
. 

 553 BUCK SKULL RIDGE

219 INDIAN PIPE DRIVE
. 

57 WOOD POPPY CT 
. 

315 CHOCTAW PASS
. 

472 RED FOX DRIVE

3306 WILDERNESS PKWY 
. 

193 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
$499,900 • 4BR/4.5BA
Very private yard. Rock 

Bottom Price. Near amenities.
New HVAC. Price includes 

many furnishings.

1118 WRENS NEST 297 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

59 WOODSTREAM PT 
. 

 28 WRENS NEST

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLDSOLD

842 COLUMBINE DRIVE

135 MALLARD COVE
$779,000 • 4BR/3BA

270 ft of Lake Petit shoreline. 
Unbelievable views. 

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLDSOLD
382 OWLS BROWS 

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

276 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

30 GREEN HERON

122 FOX CLAW

SOLD

15 LAUREL RIDGE PT

169 BLUESTERN NW
$579,000 • 4BD/4.5BA
Spacious Wildcat Custom. 
2 beds and office on main. 

9001 HUNTERS TRACE

1664 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$549,000 • 4BR/4BA

Spectacular NE long range 
Mtn view. Very spacious. 

411 SANDERLIN MTN DR S.

T E S T I M O N I A L S

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

2146 CRESTED FERN

SOLD

199 WILD GINGER CIRCLE115 TWIN CREEKS DRIVE

SOLD

253 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

SOLDSOLD

2612 HIGHLAND TRAILS

SOLD SOLD

467 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

SOLD

341 SYCAMORE TRAIL 
$525,000 • 4BR/4BA

Blackwell Creek neighborhood. 
Near Gate & trails. Mtn views. 

SOLD
100 FALCON HEIGHTS

SOLD

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$459,000 • 4BR/3.5BA
Completely  upgraded  

Choctaw Village designed 
cottage. Move in ready.

Gorgeous home.

104 TWIN CREEKS

75 MALLARD COVE

SOLD

SOLD

6193 BELL FLOWER DR.

SOLD

2536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$339,500 • 3BDS/3BA

Privacy abundant. Adjacent to 
hiking trail. Long range views. 

39 WHITE ASTER LANE
$729,000 • 4BR/4.5BA

Gorgeous Award Winning 
home in Wildcat 
neighborhood. 

SOLD SOLD SOLD

65 LAUREL RIDGE
$259,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Great value for vacation/
rental within walking  

distance to fitness center/
swim club, close to amenities.

80 TWIN CREEKS DR
$389,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Like new 2012 construction, 
beautiful outdoor living

space, shows like model, near 
Main Gate & Amenities.

141 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$449,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Beautiful Rustic Craftsman 
near Clubhouse, amenities, 

and Main Gate. Walk to 
hiking trail. Move in ready.

5529 Red Fox @ $279k - 3.5 acres backing to Dawson Forest w/big views NE.
7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.
8269 Cox Mtn Lane @ $159,900 - Long range mountain views from 2 acre 
   homesite. Near amenities and Gate. On prestigious Cox Mountain.
3576 Blazingstar @ $99k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end 
   of cul de sac, in Wildcat.

804 Isuba Trail @ $75k - Walk to Clubhouse, end of cul de sac, Choctaw Village.
7207 Ridgeview @ $79k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value.
6028 Buckskull Ridge @ $129,000 - Estate 4.4 acre homesite w/mtn views,
   close to amenities, easy build.
2249 Sunuwa Way @ $59k. Near N. Gate on 1acre very buildable. Great value.
4044 Quail Cove Dr @ $99.5k - Large 2+ acre homesite with seasonal   
  lake and mountain views. Great build site.

HOMESITES

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

UNDER CONTRACT

95 LAUREL RIDGE
$279.900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Mountain views from pristine 
cottage near amenities. 

Walk to Wellness Center and 
outdoor pool/beach. Great 

second home/rental.

NEW LISTING

291 CARBINE DRIVE
BALLGROUND • $850,000

Estate home and guest house on 
16 private acres, approx. 2 miles 

from Big Canoe. Main house 
garage has space for 7 cars.

 

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

SOLD

I just wanted to thank you for the 
excellent service you provided us in 
connection with the purchase of our 
Big Canoe home.  

Being the listing agent for the Sellers, 
you went well above and beyond 
with your efforts on behalf of us 
Purchasers, even after closing. 

Please always feel free to give folks 
our name as a reference.

  Bob C

Above & Beyond
I just wanted to thank you for your attention to detail, effort, 
communication, and overall success in our efforts to sell our 
home in Big Canoe. 

After being unsuccessful in obtaining a contract for twelve 
months, I needed to make a change, and get a fresh strategy 
and plan. That’s when you joined with me and put together a 
marketing plan that did, in fact, include some fresh approaches 
and pricing. In about three weeks, we had a contract.

But, you didn’t stop there. You were with us through closing, 
following up on several items on our behalf even after we 
had moved out of our house. For that, we say thank you.

    Chris

Fresh Approach
•  Local knowledge:  •  Process expertise:  •  Responsiveness:  •  Negotiation skills
 
Steve is the complete package when it comes to buying or selling in Big Canoe.  

After helping us find and purchase our dream home, Steve helped us ready our 
current home for the market and shared with us his expert knowledge of the 
process, including negotiation strategies and a clear  direction on how best to 
market a home.  

Steve’s responsiveness is superb and continuous right up to closing.  

     Ed and Tracey

Complete Package

UNDER CONTRACT
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Kay Born, REALTOR                                            
SOLID SOURCE REALTY, INC.   
404-408-8077 mobile
770-475-1130 x 9029 Office

128 Blackgum Dr. • $220,000

COZY COTTAGE with 3 Bedrooms and 2 Baths all on one level! Open Style 
Kitchen with Granite Countertops Opens to the Vaulted Family Room 

featuring Rustic Beams & Stone Fireplace and Gleaming Hardwood Floors.  
   BEST OF ALL is the Large Enclosed Sun Porch where You will Snuggle around  
the Stone Fireplace at Night or open the Easy Breeze Windows to enjoy the 
Fresh Mountain Air during the Daytime.

               Impeccably Maintained – the Roof and HVAC are less than 2 years old! 
  The Home IS SOLD FURNISHED with everything you need.  Bring your  
toothbrush and Make it Yours Today!  FMLS#6506647 • GAMLS #8528072

770-475-1130

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER  
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com

A 
woman shopping in Lenox Mall 
goes missing. A child walking 
to school is never seen again. A 
man steps out of his home and 

disappears. 
 These victims—missing for years, 
often forgotten by everyone but their fami-
lies—now have Kristi Bryant on their side.  
Southern Gone, Bryant’s twice monthly 
podcast, is her digital spotlight to keep 
their stories alive, out in the open where 
they can be seen and examined.  
 She is determined to help find missing 
victims, to reach out and engage her 
audience—just in case there is some small 
scrap of information that will help law 
enforcement officers solve their cases. She 
shared her passion for the missing victims 
and their families in an interview with 
Smoke Signals.  
 Each Southern Gone podcast focuses 
on a missing person. Bryant introduces 
her listeners to these victims by telling 
their stories, sharing what she has learned 
about who the victim is, what is known 
about that person’s hopes and dreams and 
the circumstances of each person’s life as 
recalled by friends and family. 
 “We like to have the family’s partici-
pation but sometimes that isn’t possible so 
we tell the story for the victim in the most 
objective way,” she said. 
 Bryant begins by researching then 
presenting the facts she uncovers. Her goal 
is singular: increase awareness so that lis-
teners will come forward if they have any 
small bits of information. 
 “We believe in bringing peace and 
closure to the families of the missing by 
researching and investigating open cases.” 
Bryant contacts each family she features in 
an episode then includes as much back-
ground information—even odd details—as 
she can find when telling a victim’s story. 

Telling the story
 Sharing memories and anecdotes she’s 
learned from the families breathes life into 
the victim’s story. She pulls it all together 
by describing the circumstances of each 
victim’s disappearance and theories from 
the family, friends and law enforcement. 
 “Lastly,” she adds, “if I have an opinion 
then I will give it.
 Bryant uses skills learned while 
working for a private investigator for three 
years in her quest to help find lost and 
missing victims. She has experience con-
necting people from training and research 
techniques she developed while helping to 
locate biological families for adoptees. 
 “I take my tenacity and the inability 
to hear the word ‘no’ and apply that to my 
armchair investigations.  I will do my best 
to help families increase awareness for 
their missing family members!”
 The show’s tone is friendly and 
casual. Every episode begins with Bryant 
urging her listeners to “get a chair, a glass 
of sweet tea and get gone with Southern 
Gone.”  
 Each episode has been thoroughly 
researched. After contacting the victim’s 
family and friends she reaches out to the 
law enforcement officers who originally 
investigated the case and researches the 

• As of December 31, 2017, the National Crime Information Center (NCIC) 
contained 88,089 active missing and/or unidentified person records.
• In 2017, agencies added 651,226 missing person records to NCIC, a slight 
increase (0.59 percent) from the 647,435 missing person records added in 2016.
• Juveniles (those under the age of 18) accounted for 32,121 (36.5 percent) of the 
added records, and those under the age of 21 accounted for 41,089 (46.6 percent) 
of those records. (Suzanne’s Law, enacted in 2003, changed the mandatory missing 
person record entry from under 18 years of age to under 21 years of age.)
• As of December 31, 2017, NCIC contained 8,634 unidentified person records.
• Agencies entered 886 unidentified person records into NCIC in 2017, a slight 
decrease (0.9 percent) from the 894 entered in 2016. Of these, 674 were deceased 
unidentified bodies, 5 were unidentified catastrophe victims, and 207 were living 
persons who could not ascertain their identities.
• In 2017, agencies canceled or cleared 684 unidentified person records either 
because the remains were identified or the records were invalid—a decrease of 
21.3 percent when compared with the 869 unidentified person records that were 
canceled in 2016.
• An estimated 30,000 victims of sex trafficking die each year from abuse, disease, 
torture, and neglect. Eighty percent of those sold into sexual slavery are under 24, 
and some are as young as six years old. 

Southern Gone 
Somebody somewhere knows something

Kristi Bryant. PHOTOS COURTESY OF SOUTHERN GONE

circumstances surrounding the case via 
the internet, local newspapers and public 
records. Her husband Cale Bryant produc-
es her podcast. 

Suddenly, suspiciously gone
 Since her first episode on April 1, 2018, 
Bryant has shared stories of 18 missing 
victims in her podcasts. Site visitors can 
listen to previous episodes and read the 
case summaries Bryant includes with each 
episode. Each one seems like a true-detec-
tive story—but these are real people with 
caring families searching for answers. Go 
to southerngone.com to read the full sum-
maries; here are a few brief excerpts:  
 Stephen Lankester-Cox was finishing 
dinner with his mother Sherron Lankester 
in the Acworth house they shared on the 
evening of November 18, 2004 when the 
phone rang. After he picked up the phone, 
his mother heard him say, “I see the head-
lights coming up the road. I’ll be right out.” 
He stepped outside; his mother never saw 
him again. 
 On a Wednesday in May 2009, 50-
year old Marsha Brantley went missing 
in Cleveland, Tenn. She had a steady job 
at Lee University, was an only child with 
both parents deceased and doted on her 
three dogs. She took them everywhere she 
went—except the day she went missing. 
She was married but a neighbor—not her 
husband—reported her missing. The hus-
band claimed she left him. 
 Bryant says the disappearance of 
Maud Crawford, the first female attorney 
in Arkansas, from her home the evening of 
March 2, 1957 is “one of the most intrigu-
ing” she’s investigated. 
 “Her law partner, Senator John L. 
McClellan, was chairing a high-profile U.S. 
Senate investigation into alleged mobster 
ties to organized labor. The case was inter-
national news for a time, as there was spec-
ulation that Crawford had been kidnapped 
by the Mafia to intimidate McClellan. No 
ransom note was ever delivered, no body 
was ever found, and the police have never 
solved the case,” according to Bryant.  
 Nine-year-old Aisha Degree went 
missing from her Shelby, N.C. home on 
February 14, 2000.  According to the 
website Buzzfeed, Degree’s disappearance 
is one of the “18 Unsolved Missing Persons 
Cases That'll Shake You To Your Core.”  

Missing from Lenox Mall
 Ask Bryant what keeps her up at night 
and she answers, “The story of Mary Shot-

Number of NCIC missing persons files in the United States in 2017, by age 
and gender. COURTESY STATISA

Patricia Adkins.

Maud Crawford. IMAGES COURTESY OF KRISTI 

BRYANT

Steven Lankaster.

Asha Degree.

“She was a single mom looking for her soulmate.  She was never seen again . . . 
she just wanted someone to love her and that need may have gotten her in serious trouble.”

well Little.” 
 A newly married young woman—with 
seemingly everything to live for—Little 
went shopping at Lenox Square Mall in 
Atlanta the evening of Oct. 14, 1965 and was 
never seen again. Her car, found the next 
morning in the mall parking lot, appeared 
to have been driven 41 miles since Little 
parked it. Investigators found her grocer-
ies, undergarments and her blood inside 
the car. 
 The “Case of the Missing Bride”—as 
the Atlanta detectives’ investigation for 
the 25-year old woman was known—was 
headline news for months. Police looked 
at her husband and her employer, Citizen 
& Southern Bank, but leads fizzled and the 
case was never solved. 

New season starts April 1
 Southern Gone begins its second year 
April 1 with a new episode. 
 “I am doing a new podcast on Patti 
Adkins, who went missing on June 29, 2001.  
She was last seen clocking out of the Hon-

da Plant in Marysville, Ohio,” said Bryant. 
 “I have wanted to do an episode on 
this lady for a while.  This case was so 
intriguing to me because she supposedly 
was going on a camping vacation with her 
married boyfriend.  
 “Immediately,  I thought foul play was 
involved due to the fact that Patti Adkins 
had loaned her boyfriend about $100,000 
for his tire shop.  
 “She was a single mom looking for 
her soulmate.  She was never seen again.  I 
have always wondered what happened to 
this lady because, in truth, she just wanted 
someone to love her and that need may 
have gotten her in serious trouble.” 
 Southern Gone is an independently 
produced podcast. For the 2018-19 episodes 
and information on future episodes go to 
the website: www.southerngone.com
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BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

F
our Big Canoe hikers took on a 
challenging adventure, walking 22 
miles, essentially circumventing 
Big Canoe’s south and east side, in 

less than ten hours. 
 Joe Derajtys, John Jones, Bill Hovis, 
Gordon Littley and Gordon’s dog Bristol 
met at the Wellness Center and set out at 
first light on Saturday morning, March 16.
 From the Big Canoe Wellness Center, 
they hiked up to Monument Road (An el-
evation rise of more than 1260 feet), along 
Monument Road a little way and then 
down through the Dawson Forest back 
into Big Canoe then stopped for lunch at 
Joe’s home on White Astor Lane. 
 After lunch they dropped Bristol off 
and headed down Wildcat Trails through 
the Meadows and then “bushwhacked” 
(Hiked their way through woods where 
there are no trails) a bit to Steve Tate 
Road, up Potts Mountain and down 
through the Blackwell Creek trails, finish-
ing near the Clubhouse around 5:00 p.m. 
where they sipped well-earned beers. 
 The first half of the hike was about 
13 miles and the second was almost 
nine miles. The second half of the hike 
involved a fair amount of bushwacking 
according to Derajtys.
 The weather cooperated on a rare 
cool Saturday with no rain.
 “The weather saved us,” Jones said. 
“Staying cool is important.”
 But the bad news is that they encoun-
tered ticks.
 “You can officially report that the 
ticks are out,” Hovis warned. 

The hikers stopped briefly at Falls Creek in the Dawson Forest. Recent rains made some 
parts of the hike even more challenging. PHOTO BY GORDON LITTLEY

The end of the 10-hour hike mercifully ended at the Big Canoe Clubhouse where well-earned 
beers were poured. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

The group met at the Wellness Center at the break of dawn to start their 22-mile 
journey. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Hikers challenge themselves 
on 22-mile day hike around Big Canoe

"The weather 
cooperated on a rare 
cool Saturday with 

no rain."

 Recent heavy rains made some areas 
on the trail even more challenging.
 “In several places we had to take off 
our shoes and socks,” Jones said. “At one 
place the water went up to our knees.”
 “We had water shoes on for about 
three miles,” Derajtys said. “In the Daw-
son Forest you cross Falls Creek three 
times.”
 Fortunately the hike ended near the 
oasis of the Big Canoe Clubhouse.
 “On the last five miles all we thought 
about was beer,” Jones said.
 Bristol did well, leading the way most 
of the hike according to Derajtys.
 “Bristol did fine, Littley said. “She has 
done thirteen miles before.”
 As a group and individually, the four 
had done training hikes in preparation for 
the Saturday hike with outings of 10-13 
miles.
 Along the way Saturday, deep in the 
woods, they encountered deer stands, a 
hiker and his dog both wearing orange 
vests, and…golf balls?
 “We are walking through the woods 
and you don’t know where you are ex-
actly and you find a golf ball,” Hovis said. 
“And there is no course nearby.”
 Asked about their next adventure 
Derajtys said after the Saturday hike, “We 
may consider doing the West side of Big 
Canoe, depending on how we feel tomor-
row. That could be in 2020.”

YOUR BRIDGE  
TO THE SUNCOAST

Gary Rhodus 
REALTOR®

941.312.1430
garyrhodus@michaelsaunders.com
garyrhodus.michaelsaunders.com

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242
941.349.3444 | michaelsaunders.com

Experience the sun, fun and culture of Florida’s Gulf Coast 
through the lens of an Atlanta neighbor. 

Southwest Florida offers an array of tremendous lifestyle 
options. Your personal connection to this amazing region, 

allow me to assist in all your real estate needs.

ATL

SRQ
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We clean rugs 
the RIGHT way

Watch the informational videos on our website to learn more.

We also Clean Carpet/Upholstery and Hardwood Floors

706-489-8355     404-234-5922 
www.bearcreekrugcare.com

WE NOW SELL RUG PADS! - CUSTOM CUT. SPILL PROOF.

S E R V I N G  N O R T H  G E O R G I A

Carpet repairs • Protectant for all of  your fine textiles

Free pick up and delivery

Mark not 
only cleaned my area 

rugs...picked up and delivery, 
he did the furniture and 

tile floors!!!! Fantastic job!!!! 
Jean Haberbush

Coosawatee River Resort

Mark has
done a great job for us

on numerous carpets and
fine orientals as well as

upholstered items. He’s very 
reasonably priced, 

professional, punctual and 
easy to work with.

Amy, Big Canoe

In Memoriam

Bert A. Loftman, MD 
January 6, 1942 – March 14, 2019

B
ig Canoe lost one of its strongest 
community lovers of nature when 
Dr. Bert A. Loftman passed away 
March 14 after an extended illness.  

 A healer and sometimes political 
candidate, Loftman was a naturalist, with 
Big Canoe and North Georgia mountains 
his happy place after his retirement from 
medicine. 
 Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Loftman 
moved to Newark, Del. at age 10 and after 
high school, he entered Indiana Univer-
sity where he met Bunny (Mara) Goins 
in a calculus class. Three years later they 
married and two weeks later he entered 
medical school at Indiana University 
Medical Center. He served his surgical 
internship in Miami and was trained by the 
U.S. Army in anesthesia in Tacoma Wash. 
The Loftmans bought their first home 
in Indianapolis near her family. Drafted 
into the army and before he left his wife 
and two toddlers, he worked tirelessly to 
transform their home’s landscape after 
receiving orders for a field hospital in 
Vietnam. Returning to Indianapolis, he did 
his neurosurgery residency and welcomed 
a third child. 
 With years of training behind him 
the Loftmans moved to Atlanta where 
he practiced at Piedmont Hospital for 25 
years. In 2000 Loftman moved his practice 
to the North Georgia mountains, prac-
ticing at the old Northside and Piedmont 
Mountainside hospitals. After buying a 
part time home in Big Canoe, the Loftmans 
built their dream home on Cox Mountain 
and became permanent active members of 
the community socializing, traveling with 
friends and serving on many committees. 
 In Big Canoe, Loftman found his love 
of bird photography and the beauty of 

Joyce Mason McDaniel 
October 4, 1934 – March 5, 2019

Joyce Mason McDaniel, 84, of Jasper 
passed away Tuesday, March 5. Fu-
neral services was held 1 p.m. Satur-
day, March 9 at Smyrna First Baptist 

Church Chapel with Dr. Don Mason 
officiating. Interment was in Cheatham 
Hill Memorial Park in Marietta. 
 She was born October 4, 1934 in 
Cedartown Ga. She earned a Business 
Education degree from Georgia Teacher’s 
College (now Georgia Southern Univer-
sity), then moved to Smyrna with her 
family. She joined Smyrna First Baptist 
Church where she met Travis McDaniel. 
They married in 1956, began a family, and 
over the next 30 years Travis’s career 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
took them to five different states. 

 McDaniel lovingly raised and 
educated three children, taught various 
subjects in three different states, was a 
gifted seamstress, wonderful cook, and 
even worked for a time in a radio station 
in Starkville, Miss. She knitted and cro-
cheted and took up quilting after moving 
back to Georgia, creating many beautiful 
quilts. Her love of crafts led to co-owner-
ship of a pottery shop in Stone Mountain 
Village. After Travis retired, they built 
their mountain dream home in Big Canoe. 
 The last five years she resided at 
Cameron Hall Assisted Living in Can-
ton. McDaniel was preceded in death by 
her daughter, Laurel Ann McDaniel, and 
parents Buddy and Jackie Mason. She 
is survived by her husband of 62 years, 
Travis McDaniel, daughter, Cindy Moore 

(Eddy), son, Travis McDaniel Jr. (Teresa), 
grandchildren Dane Moore (Courtney), 
Kyle Moore (Mary), Bethany McDaniel, 
and Cole McDaniel, four great-grandchil-
dren, and four brothers, Johnnie, Kippy, 
Jerry, and Barry, along with many won-
derful family and friends.
 In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to Calvary Children’s Home 1430 
Lost Mountain Rd Powder Springs GA 
30127. The family received friends from 
5 to 7p.m. Friday, March 8 and Saturday, 
March 9 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Car-
michael Funeral Home in Smyrna.

PHOTO BY BUNNY LOFTMAN

nature both in winter scenes as well as the 
wildflower season in McDaniel Meadows 
that he helped restore. He was also active 
in helping to save the hemlocks in Big 
Canoe as they were threatened with death 
from an obscure insect. Naturists, with 
enthusiasm for capturing and sharing pho-
tos, Bert and Bunny would often go to the 
marina on Lake Petit and along its banks 
when in 2016 they spotted Big Canoe’s first 
adult eagle on the island in the lake. As the 
eagle found a mate and babies occupied 
the nest in the treetop on the island, Both 
Bert and Bunny with their cameras could 
be seen in a boat on the lake photograph-
ing their progress as the birds grew. He 
was often called on by groups to speak on 
birding.
 He found a love for the beavers on 
property too and in a Letter to the Editor 
in Smoke Signals he wrote: “The residents 
of Big Canoe should think about the many 
advantages of having a resident beaver 
colony. It would be a great educational 
experience for us, our children, and grand-
children. Beaver ponds are part of the 
natural ecology of our area. These wetland 
benefits include flood control, diversity of 
plant and wildlife, especially songbirds and 
frogs. Beaver can help mitigate the effects 
of drought.
 Loftman always strived to make a pos-
itive impact. He put his toe in the waters 
of politics by running as a Libertarian for a 
U.S. senate seat and later as a Republican, 

unsuccessfully running for Nathan Deal’s 
Ninth Congressional seat. He was a strong 
proponent of the Fair Tax and wrote as 
one of two writers on the editorial pages 
called Two Points of View that appeared 
in Smoke Signals. For this he won a Geor-
gia Press Association award in 2016. 
 Loftman had a thirst for adventure 
and loved to compete in athletics as in-
tensely as his body allowed.  In retirement, 
he and Bunny spent many hours cycling 
on their tandem all over the world and 
cruising on adventure oriented small ships.
 In addition to his wife Bunny (Mara), 
he is survived by children Erika and hus-
band Elliott; Kristina and husband Michael 
and their children Anders and Everett, 
Rickard and his wife Audra and their chil-
dren Paisley, Sidney, and Armin; his sister 
Noel, brother Guy and wife Connie, and 
a wonderful large extended family, and 
friends.
 A memorial service for Bert A. 
Loftman was held Saturday, March 23 at 
The Big Canoe Chapel with a reception 
following in the Broyles Center.
 A memorial gift for Loftman may be 
made to the “POA Memorial Tree Fund” to 
enhance the birding habitat of the McDan-
iel Meadows, one of his favorite places.  
Mark the check “Bert Loftman Memorial” 
and mail to Big Canoe POA, 10586 Big 
Canoe, Jasper, GA 30143.

  

GEORGIA VIEWS REALTY
706.299.6232

www.GeorgiaViewsRealty.com

Contact us for answers to all your real estate questions!  

Now is the time 
to list your home!

We need listings. 
Just sold another home BEFORE 

it hit MLS!

We cover BUCKHEAD | BIG CANOE | BLUE RIDGE 
and all points in between!

10 Choctaw Cir
22 Dogwood Ln
176 Yanegwa Path
49 Chestnut Knoll
59 Chestnut Knoll
21 Chestnut Knoll
954 Wild Turkey Bluff
4681 Wilderness Pkwy
125 Robins Nest
70  Robins Nest
220 Hickory Tr
820 Falcon  Heights
418 McElroy Mountain
132 Blue Bell Circle 
210 Dogwood Ln  
1371 Ridgeview  
341 Sanderlin  
1142 Ridgeview  
117 Goldfinch  
146 Sconti  
127 Columbine  
118 Soaring Hawk
98 Treetopper Cir
87 Chestnut Knoll  
140 Treetopper Cir  
76 Mountain Mint  
1092 Valley View  
259 Yanegwa  
1635 Ridgeview 
197 Dogwood Ln  
519 Buckskull          
51 Hemlock 
70 Robins Nest        

317 Teaberry Rdg Talking Rock
162 Sanders Rd Blue Ridge
2017 Tamarack  Bent Tree
339 Sleepy Hollow  Dahlonega
0 Rockwood Ct  Ellijay
682 River Overlook  Dawsonville
121 Flat Creek School Ellijay
424 Leyalnd Cir Canton
135 Village Center W   Woodstock
128 River St  Elliljay
221 Jordan Park Tr  Jasper
22 Marty Ln Dallas
36 Mill Creek  Blue Ridge
1103 Fairway Oaks  Waleska
33 Tabitha Dr  Jasper
1112 Mountain Brook Ball Ground
2038 Glen Hope Dacula
200 Riverstone Pkwy Canton
520 Holly Springs Canton
55 Chuck Dr Talking Rock
311 Blackberry Falls Ellijay
1441 Fitts Rd Jasper                      
257 High Cliff Rd Jasper  
8 Mount Sequoah Jasper  

447 Renate Jasper  
0 Old Burnt Mtn Rd Jasper  
158 Sugarloaf Macon  
241 Riley Ave Macon  
593 Marjorie Macon  
587 Marjorie Macon  
3162 Highpoint Dr Macon  
3158 Highpoint Dr Macon  
2517 Delano Macon  
6713 Reinhardt Pkwy Waleska     
2019 Ivey Ridge  Roswell              
196 High Trail Vista  Bent Tree     
and Many Many More!

TONY HICKS
Broker

GAIL COLVIN DAN ZACHMAN DICK HACZYNSKI LEAH CLEMINSHAW

BIG CANOE HOMES SOLD SOLD OUTSIDE BIG CANOE

UNDER CONTRACT!
95 Chesntnut Knoll Big Canoe
1219 Parkstead  Milton
324 Stoneledge  Jasper
235 Mountain Lake Ellijay
125 Timberwood  Ellijay
251 Whispering Tr Jasper
197 Dogwood Big Canoe

JUST SOLD!
581 Burnt Mtn Ellijay
130 Edgewood Ellijay
4850 Chatsworth Hwy Ellijay
230 Angel Rd Fairmont
653 River Overlook Dawsonville
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• Same-day total joint replacement

• Anterior hip replacement surgery

• Primary & revision hip & knee replacement

• Robotic surgery

Georgia’s 
Joint Replacement 

Leader

Canton
460 Northside Cherokee Blvd, Suite 430

Canton, GA 30115

770-292-6500

Now Serving Cherokee County
As Georgia’s Joint Replacement Leader, our experienced team of 

orthopedic surgeons offers the latest in minimally-invasive joint 

replacement, including anterior hip replacement and partial knee 

replacement to safely return you to activity as soon as possible. 

Our physician, Dr. Jeffrey Garrett, is board-certified, and brings 

over a decade of experience to Cherokee County. 

The industry leaders in rapid recovery, we strive to get you home 

within hours of your surgery, and with less pain.

ArthritisandTotalJoint.com

Alpharetta Location
Jon Minter, DO  •  Jeffrey Garrett, MD

Kenneth Kress, MD 

Cumming Location
Charles DeCook, MD  •  Jeffrey Garrett, MD

Kenneth Kress, MD  •  Jon Minter, DO

Visit us online for more information

 Each year the first week of Spring is 
declared Pickens Ferst Readers Week with 
a proclamation signed by County Commis-
sion Chair, Rob Jones.  The proclamation is 
a reminder of how far this childhood literacy 
program has come in Pickens County since 
May of 2009 when the first two free, age-ap-
propriate books with literacy support materi-
als were mailed to children under the age of 
five.  The proclamation was signed in front 
of the Rotary Club of Jasper that initiated this 
program in 2009 under the leadership of Jeff 
Downing. 
 "Pickens County is a caring community 
that supports this childhood literacy program 
that is making a difference with our children,” 
said Sue Appleton, volunteer chair of Ferst 
Readers of Pickens County. “A child's path to 
a brighter future is paved with books."  
    Ferst Readers of Pickens County an-
nounced that the 117,640th book was mailed 
to a Pickens County child in March 2019.  For 
more information on this program, go to 
www.ferstreaders.org.

Submitted by the Rotary Club of Jasper

BY BILL PATTILLO

M
usic at Holy Family proudly 
presents a “Mystery Guest 
Choir” in a free concert on 
Sunday, April 28, at 4 p.m. 

This choir is so secret that we cannot 
reveal their name or point of origin due to 
the security surrounding this group. What 
we can reveal is that the program is jointly 
sponsored by the Music Department and 
the Outreach Ministry of the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Family in Jasper.
 You will not want to miss this pro-
gram. Come early to be sure that you get a 
seat!
 Following the concert, the Holy Family 
parish choir will sing choral evensong. A 
reception follows evensong so that you 
may meet and greet our mystery guests.
 The Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Family is located on Griffith Road, off Cove 
Road, across from Dollar General in Jasper. 
For more information, please see www.
holyfamilyepiscopalchurch.net or call 770-
893-4525.
 Plan to return to Holy Family on May 
19 for a concert by “Uncommon Practice.” 
Watch for news this summer about the 
2019-2020 concert season and keep open 
the third Sunday of each month from Sep-
tember through May.

Members of the Rotary Club of Jasper pose with Pickens County Commission Chairman Rob Jones. PHOTO COURTESY OF ROTARY CLUB OF JASPER

Jones proclaims Pickens Ferst Readers Week

Music at Holy Family. PICTURE COURTESY OF HOLY FAMILY CHURCH

Mystery Guest Choir to Sing at Holy Family
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FEATURED LISTINGS

NEW LISTING
96 White Aster Lane

Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$674,500, 4BR/4.5BA

FMLS #6516566

SOLD
312 Sanderlin Mtn Dr. 
Big Canoe, GA 30143 

$299,900, 4BR/3FB/2HB 
FMLS #5947961

UNDER CONTRACT
915 Kells Ridge Dr, 

Ellijay, GA
$400,000, 5BR/3.5BA

FMLS #6080444

SOLD
112 Overlooks Ct, 

Marble Hill
$599,900, 5BR/3FB/3HB

FMLS #5970854

SOLD
230 Chestnut Rise Trail
Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$209,900, 2BR/2BA

FMLS #6079803

FURNISHED CONDO 
417B Sconti Ridge, Unit #417

Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$89,500, 1BR/1BA

FMLS #5884659

64 Highland Farms Court
2BR/2BA, $239,000

FMLS #6068262

SOLD

390 Mountain Mint Drive 
Big Canoe, 3BR/2B 

$199,000, FMLS# 5925188

UNDER CONTRACT

LOTS & LAND
2111 McElroy Mtn Dr., Big Canoe  •  $123,900  •  FMLS #5982288

00 Valley View Drive, Jasper  •  $69,000  •  FMLS #5829591
8255 Cox Mtn Dr.  •  $125,000  •  FMLS #5777750  •  SOLD

8115 Disharoon Drive, • $89,000 •  FMLS #6124867

Maggie R. Hosmer, Realtor 
www.HarryNormanBC.com

C: 706-273-4256   
O: 770-893-2400 

Maggie.Hosmer@HarryNorman.com

2019 & 2018 Director for the Pickens County Board of  Realtors
2018 & 2017 Recipient of  the Circle of Excellence Award

1171 Deer Run Ridge
$325,000, 3BR/3BA 

FMLS #6506952

NEW LISTING

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

 Two $50,000 winning lottery tickets 
for the March 9 Powerball drawing were 
sold in Dawsonville.
 One ticket was sold at Chevron 
Food Mart at 18 Blue Ridge Overlook and 
matched the first four winning numbers 
and the Powerball. A second winning 
ticket was sold at Publix at 145 Forest 
Blvd. 
 The winning numbers for the March 
9 drawing were 5-6-45-55-59 and the Pow-
erball was 14.
 Winners have not come forward 
to claim the prize yet, according to the 

Publix store manager, Laurie Kitcher, and 
Chaitali Patel, whose husband owns the 
Chevron business.
 “I’m asking my customers to look and 
see if they have the ticket,” Patel said. 
 Customer James Swymer was paying 
for his gas, unaware of the luck of a previ-
ous customer. When he learned about the 
$50,000, he quickly asked Patel for five 
Quick Pick tickets. 
 “Give me five more Quick Pick tick-
ets for tonight’s drawing,” he said with a 
chuckle.
 Swymer said he has won $100 on a 
Powerball ticket, but nothing so far at 
Patel’s business.
 Dawson County is the home to sever-

The Pickens Report

BY TUCKER GREEN
Information Officer, Pickens County
 

L
ots of new projects are underway 
and many are in the planning 
stages for Pickens County Gov-
ernment. One of the main funding 

sources for several projects is SPLOST 
(Special Purpose Local Options Sales Tax) 
dollars which are used for designated cap-
ital outlay projects. The current SPLOST 
began in July of 2014 and will conclude 
in June of 2020. Total collections from 
July 2014 through December 2018 total 
$19,329,433. Current collections are slight-
ly behind estimated projections; however, 
projects are continuing as planned. Please 

see the attached breakdown of SPLOST 
revenues and expenditures for additional 
information.
 During the month of February, 
storms and torrential rain contributed to 
washouts on Jones Mountain Road and 
Dean Trail off Carver Mill Road. Public 
Works replaced pipes and repaired Dean 
Trail within a couple days. However, 
Jones Mountain Road is a much larger and 
complex issue. Pickens County Govern-
ment acquired several engineers to assess 
the damage and is receiving potential 
repair estimates. They are currently 
seeking assistance from both state and 
federal agencies to mitigate local costs. 
The Commissioners plan to move ahead 

with repair efforts as soon as all viable 
options are considered, and funding is 
secured. Additionally, the severe weath-
er caused over 60 downed trees which 
Public Works is actively cleaning up. 
 The other county departments also 
had a very busy month with many proj-
ects on the horizon. The Pickens County 
Recreation Department had 528 kids sign 
up for t-ball, baseball, and softball which 
will make up 46 teams. Opening Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, March 23rd at 
10am. The Department of Planning and 
Development issued 43 new building 
permits. The Water Department installed 
10 new meters. The Pickens Animal Shel-
ter brought in 60 animals, and 58 went 

out through various forms of adoption. 
Animal Control responded to 24 cases. 
The 911 Operations Center received 1,488 
total calls, 716 were medical responses or 
fire related. Pickens County Government 
departments continue to stay busy work-
ing for the citizens of Pickens County. 
The Pickens County Board of Commis-
sioners continues to do a great job of 
leading these efforts. As work progresses, 
and projects continue, I will do my best 
to keep you informed of these develop-
ments. 
 Until the next time, stay safe, and 
shop local!

Lottery hopeful James Swymer purchases lottery tickets after learning about the good 
fortune of a customer at Chevron Food Mart. PHOTO BY DENISE RAY

Winning lottery tickets sold in Dawsonville

Bellford Finishes

• Painted and Distressed 
Cabinetry and Furniture

• Faux and Textured Wall Finishes

ANITA BELLINGER | Decorative Artisan
Email: abellinger33@gmail.com

706-579-2909 • 770-894-9660

al lottery winners, including a million-dol-
lar winner who purchased his ticket at 
Leon’s in Forsyth County. 
 In March 2015, Gerard Kaizer pur-
chased his $30 Max the Money ticket 

at Leon’s Food Mart on Matt Highway 
in Cumming. He won $7 million on the 
scratch-off ticket.
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Store Hours: 
Monday-Friday 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 7pm
Sunday 12pm - 5pm

678-807-7422

THE ARIANA DIFFERENCE
With 30 years’ experience in the home furnishings  
industry, Ariana Home Furnishings is family-owned and 
operated. We pride ourselves on providing quality value 
and service in a relaxed, warm and friendly environment. 
We have one of the largest selections of furniture, rugs and 
accessories, with styles from traditional, contemporary, 
transitional and antique. Come visit our showroom 
and experience the Ariana difference.

325 BRANNON RD
CUMMING, GA 

30041
Located at the 

intersection of 400
and Exit 13 

at Peachtree Parkway

www.arianafurniture.com

In-Home Design Is Available

Up to 
50% off all rugs

Spring Sale
Additional 10% off of one in stock item*

                                                  *offer good through 04/30/19

FINE FURNITURE | RUGS | ACCESSORIES

Ariana’s Furniture Gallery features Stickley, Tommy Bahama, Baker and 
many more premium brands to enhance your North Georgia lifestyle.
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BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

 Dawsonville Mayor Mike Eason ap-
peared before the Forsyth County Board 
of Commissioners with information 
regarding Elliott Field. 
 In February, Forsyth County Com-
missioners approved a new resolution in 
support of a plan for an executive airport 
in Dawson County. 
 Currently, the plan is for the city of 
Dawsonville to purchase and operate the 
private airfield owned by Bill Elliott, Ea-
son told the commissioners at the March 
12 work session. There is no interest in 
making the facility a commercial airport 
meaning that individuals who own planes 
would be able to store their planes there 
and fly in and out as needed.  
 “We’re not looking at a lot of aircraft 
traffic in our area,” Eason said. “Corporate 
jets don’t fly three or four times a day, 
they fly twice a month or three times a 
month at most. We’re looking for that 
type of airport, not a busy, flight-school 
airport with small planes flying all around 
crashing into your house.”
 The airport has been in operation 
since 1984, and is owned by the Elliott 
family, who will donate a portion of the 

BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

 Dawson County residents were 
invited to an open house March 12 to 
view plans for two roundabouts that will 
replace the intersections of Hwy. 9 and 
Dawson Forest Road.
 According to the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation (GDOT), the proj-
ect is to enhance traffic operations and 
reduce crash frequency at the intersec-
tions. 
 The project is scheduled to let in July 
with an estimated construction contract 
of $4.7 million. Construction letting date 
is the date by which bids on a highway 
construction project are opened. Once 
a project lets, usually it is two to three 
months before construction actually 
starts, according to Georgia Department 
of Transportation District One Communi-
cations Specialist Katie Strickland. 
 Included in the project is a 15-mile 
detour and it is scheduled for next sum-
mer. Construction will be in three stages, 
with the final stage requiring the closure 
of a considerable portion of Hwy. 9 to ev-
eryone but emergency response vehicles 
and local traffic, according to Strickland.
 “We have to rely on our state route 
system to detour people, however there 
are other roads, county roads and city 
streets that people know, so what we say 
is 15 miles may not really be 15 miles for 
somebody who knows their way around,” 
Strickland said.
 Beginning at the intersection of Hwy. 
9 and Hwy. 369 near Coal Mountain, the 
detour will span 15.14 miles going past 
the project location at the intersection 
of Hwy. 9 and Dawson Forest Road to 
the square in Dawsonville where Hwy. 9 
intersects with Hwy. 53.
 “The questions about when things 
will begin for each phase would be spec-
ulation at best, as we wouldn’t know the 
project schedule until after it’s advertised 
to contractors and awarded,” Strickland 
said. “This process is usually about four 
weeks.”
 After the July 2019 official award an-
nouncement is published (in August 2019) 

Dual roundabouts to increase safety 
at Dawson Forest Rd. & Highway 9

The two roundabouts placed at the intersections of Hwy. 9 and Dawson Forest Road will measure 130 feet from gutter line to gutter 
line, across the diameter of each circle. PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Eason gives update on airport plans

Elliott Field has been in operation since 
1984 and is owned by the Elliott family of 
NASCAR fame. PHOTOS BY DENISE RAY

Runway at Elliott Field may soon be where corporate jets take-off and land, Dawsonville 
Mayor Mike Eason explained to Forsyth County officials last month. 

runway to the city, according to Eason. 
 Plans for the airport have to go 
through both the Georgia Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Aviation 
Administration and will require a change 
from a “private-private” airport to a “pub-
lic-public” airport.
 “We’re in the process of working 
with them to make this airport classified 
as public-public,” Eason said. “What that 
does basically is it controls the airport.”
 There are no regulations on private 
airports, so anyone could purchase the 
airport and land heavy jets in Elliott Field, 
according to Eason. 
 “There’s no regulation on private 
airports, so you could bring anything you 
want in there,” Eason said. “What we’re 

trying to do is protect the community.”
 According to Eason, the airfield 
would also be an asset to the tax base 
through rental space and other options, 
adding that “40 or 50” corporate jets had 
inquired about using the property.
 “We’re trying to set this thing up in a 
manner that won’t cost the citizens of the 
city of Dawsonville anything,” he said.

 The change in ownership of the 
airfield is beneficial, Eason said, because 
corporate jets can pay ad valorem taxes 
as high as “$15,000-$100,000.”
 Plans for Dawsonville to purchase the 
airfield go back to at least 2006.

the contractor could begin work provided 
GDOT has all the necessary documenta-
tion from the contractor. 
 “There isn’t a 'start date' assigned 
with our construction projects, only a 
completion date,” said Strickland. “Work 
wouldn’t begin theoretically until the fall 
of 2019.”
 The project has an estimated con-
struction time of 18 to 24 months broken 
down to four phases: phases I and II are 
being done while the road remains open. 
Phases III and IV will be done during the 
closure because extensive work on the 
existing roads must be completed. Once 

the road opens, the plan is that the round-
about will be functional. 
 Strickland said the project will sig-
nificantly reduce the amount of conflict 
points—ways one car can hit another 
car—at the intersection. 
 There have been 36 crashes at the in-
tersection in the past two years Strickland 
said.
 “Traditional four-way intersections 
have 32 points of conflict. When you re-
place it with a roundabout, that takes that 
32 down to eight,” she said.
 Cars typically travel at 25 miles per 
hour in a roundabout and if there is a 

crash at that speed it would be a glancing 
blow rather than a T-bone or head-on 
collision, Strickland explained. 
 “The severity of crashes will be 
much, much less,” she said.
 Dawson resident Karen Morgan 
expressed some concerns after attending 
the open house. 
 “I think it’s going to have a huge 
impact, she said. “Two full summers of 
trying to get from A to B having to take 
a 15-mile detour. Secondary roads can’t 
handle the detour traffic.”
 Pausing, she added, “It is really going 
to take two years or will it take more?”

"The project has an estimated construction time of 18 to 24 months broken down to four phases."

Mon-Sat 10-7 • Closed Sun. 
12811 Hwy 53E, Marble Hill, GA 30148

770.893.6041
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FRAN FARIAS, Agent
Phil Farias, Marketing
www.FranFarias.com

770-668-0222

GET TO A BETTER STATETM

CALL ME TODAY.

Getting out to the Lake...
We offer BOAT Insurance
I know life doesn’t come with a schedule. 
That’s why at State Farm you can always 
count on me for whatever you need – 
24/7, 365.

Big Canoe Resident Since 2000

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...

BY CYNTHIA SMITH

A
t a time when university costs 
continue to rise and graduates 
find themselves deeply in debt, 
thousands of high-paying jobs go 

unfilled. They are often the skilled trades 
jobs like electrician, auto repair expert, 
health care professional and computer 
technician. 
 For years, we as a nation have prized 
the four-year university model of higher 
education. Now, however, it’s becoming 
apparent that traditional college isn’t the 
only way to go and possibly not the best for 
someone who wants to keep costs down 
and jump right into a good-paying job. And, 
just like that, trade school is cool.

Quality training in our own backyard
 Chattahoochee Technical College 
serves six counties on eight campuses. The 
Appalachian campus, as the Jasper location 
is known, offers general education courses 
as well as programs in automotive collision 
repair, business administrative technology, 
medical assisting, automotive technology, 
cosmetology and – the most recent addition 
- carpentry. Many additional programs are 
available at the other system sites.
 The Jasper location began as Pickens 
Area Vocational-Technical School with 9 
areas of study in 1967. In 1988, the school’s 
name was changed to Pickens Techni-
cal Institute when it became part of the 
Georgia Department of Technical Adult 
Education. Then, in 1999, the name became 
Appalachian Technical College, as part of 
the Technical College System of Georgia. 

Chattahoochee Technical College
"And, just like that, trade school is cool."

CTC Graduate Rachel Gondek. PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHATTAHOOCHEE TECH

Chattahoochee Tech Appalachian Campus.

Chattahoochee Tech student practices welding.

Finally, in 2009, the school fully merged into 
Chattahoochee Technical College and is 
now known as the Appalachian Campus of 
the eight-site college. 

Keeping pace with employers’ needs
 One of the most popular courses at the 
Appalachian campus is welding and joining 
technology. Instructor Jordan Hunter told of 
young welders who graduate and imme-
diately secure $20-per-hour jobs. While 
manual welding is taught at CTC and still 
widely used, a new robotic welding arm 
was recently installed for students to begin 
learning the latest technology in the field. 
“Robotics is where this field is headed,” said 
Hunter, “and we want to always be looking 
to the future.”
 As older workers retire and vocational 
programs have dropped from high school 
course lists, the need for skilled workers 
is set to skyrocket. Global staffing firm 
Manpower Group reported in its 2017 U.S. 
Talent Shortage Survey that skilled trade 
vacancies are the hardest jobs to fill in the 
country. While the perception is often that 
these jobs do not pay well, a construction 
manager can expect to make upwards of $50 
per hour according to the U. S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics (May 2017).
Coming attractions at Jasper campus

 On the horizon for the CTC Appala-
chian campus is a course called computer 
information systems technology which 
is related to cyber security. CIST, as the 
course is abbreviated, will be offered be-
ginning  in the fall of 2019. Less than a year 
from now students will begin training for 
careers as licensed practical nurses at the 
Appalachian campus. The LPN program is 
set to train its first students in January 2020. 
 While most classes are held in tra-
ditional fashion, the Appalachian campus 
boasts two classrooms with high-tech 
equipment that allows students in Jasper to 
attend sessions with a teacher in Marietta or 
other CTC sites. Day, evening and weekend 
classes are available as well as those that are 
partially or completely online.
 CTC offers certificate programs as 
well as diplomas and degrees. Courses to 
enhance current skills are available as well, 
so a student’s time to complete coursework 
varies depending on the goal. A certificate 
program can be as short as eight weeks or 
as long as a year while an associate degree 
takes around two years. 

Something for everyone
 Dual enrollment for high schoolers 
allows students to earn college credit at 
CTC in a wide variety of subjects. English, 
college algebra, psychology, sociology, his-
tory, biology and economics are just a few 
of the 27 transferable college-credit classes 
high-schoolers can take for free. Since CTC 
is accredited by the Southern Association 
of Colleges, students can be confident that 
their credits will transfer to other Georgia 
colleges and universities.
 Vice President David Simmons would 
like the community to be aware that CTC 
offers courses for college as well as trades, 
dual enrollment for high-schoolers and free 
GED classes with a dedicated GED laborato-
ry. “Chattahoochee Tech is a great launch-
ing pad,” he said, “for any student.”
 CTC has a reputation for supporting 
the educational efforts of military veterans. 
The system was ranked number 5 in the 
nation for large community colleges of the 

2019-2020 Military Friendly Schools list for 
its efforts to support military service mem-
bers and military service family members 
enrolled at the college.

Student-centered support
 The Student Success Center offers 
help with registration, tutoring and other 
academic concerns. There is a counselor on 
staff to assist students as well. Chattahooch-
ee Tech College Director of Counseling 
Cheri Mattox-Carroll has recently been 
named Counselor of the Year by the Geor-
gia Counseling Association.
 Most CTC students qualify for some 
sort of financial aid and scholarships are 
available to those who meet certain criteria. 
The HOPE Career Grant is offered to 
students who go into specific fields and, 
in some cases, covers 100% of the tuition 
costs of technical college. Marketing/PR 
Coordinator Anita Mashburn pointed out 
that many students leave their training at 
CTC with no college debt at all. “We offer 
high-quality, affordable education for in-de-
mand fields,” she said, “Students leave here 
and step right into well-paying jobs.”

Part of local community
 The Appalachian campus strives to 
be a good neighbor to Pickens county. The 
campus Education Center is a large meeting 
space that holds up to 950 people and can 
be easily subdivided for smaller groups. 
Pickens High School holds their annual 
prom there and many a sports banquet has 
been hosted with food prepared in the state-
of-the-art commercial kitchen. The Rotary 
Club of Jasper and Pickens County Chamber 
of Commerce meets regularly in the space 
and the annual Holiday Market and Taste of 
Pickens utilize the area as well.
 A walk through the Appalachian 
campus yields some surprises not seen 
when whizzing past the modern facade. 
High-tech computer labs, hospital beds with 
mannequins for student practice and a stu-
dent-designed common area are just a few 
of the campus features within. And there’s 
always more to come as the system strives 
to prepare students for anticipated employ-
ment vacancies. Said Hunter, “The sky’s the 
limit!”
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BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com 

E
agle’s Rest, a 107-acre public park 
on Mt. Oglethorpe, celebrated its 
fifth anniversary Saturday, March 
23 with a gathering of support-

ers—and plans for new projects—from the 
highest point in Pickens County. 
 Kathleen Ingram, daughter of the park’s 
founders Ken and Billie Ann Rice, wel-
comed more than 50 supporters including 
Pickens County Commission Chair Rob 
Jones to the cloud-level event—at an eleva-
tion of 3,288 feet atop Mt. Oglethorpe. 
 Ingram opened the program with a 
tribute to “supporters of the mountain,” the 
late Bert Loftman and Ed Newman.  
 “This was my mom’s dream,” Ingram 
told the crowd. She shared the story of a 
dinner party 20 years ago where her parents 
learned the land on top of Mt. Oglethorpe—
the southern terminus of the Appalachian 
Trail from 1937 to 1958—was going to be 
auctioned off the next morning. 
 “My dad and I went to a football game 
but my mom headed to Pickens County and 
bid on the property.”  
 Billie Ann Rice bought her mountain-
top. 
 Determined to protect the land from 
development, for years Ken and Billie Ann 
Rice pondered what to do with it. After 17 
years, the Rice family committed to pre-
serving the land by creating a public park. 
The park is now officially owned by the Mt. 
Oglethorpe Foundation, a 501 C3 non-profit.  
 Don Wells and the Mountain Stewards 
have been active supporters of Eagle’s Rest 
Park and Mt. Oglethorpe.   
 Mountain Stewards—with an average 
age of 70—are currently working on trails 
and cleaning up storm damage from the 
winter.  

Eagle’s Rest Park celebrates fifth anniversary

Kathleen Ingram (left) and her dad, Ken 
Rice, the founder of Eagle’s Rest Park, greet 
supporters of the park as they arrive for the 
fifth anniversary celebration.

Don Wells, head of the Mountain 
Stewards, describes the work done at 
Eagle’s Rest Park and announces two new 
projects on Mt. Oglethorpe. 

Troop 20 Boy Scouts presented the colors to open the event then provided 
demonstrations for the audience. The scouts in this photo are showing the 
correct way to fold the flag. PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

Troop 20 Boy Scouts demonstrate how the flag 
should look when folded correctly

One of the four viewing platforms designed for visitors to enjoy distant views. The four 
decks at the top of the mountain offer a 360-degree view; two are handicap accessible. 
From the platforms’ vantage points, visitors can see the Piedmont plateau, Lake Lanier, 
Stone Mountain, Kennesaw Mountain and Atlanta. From the north deck visitors can 
view North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee and Alabama.

 Speaking to the gathering, Wells said, 
“The Mountain Stewards mission is twofold: 
to protect Indian cultural heritage and 
create/maintain recreation facilities in the 
North Georgia mountains.” 
 The two new Mt. Oglethorpe projects 
will include building a meditation garden at 
the bottom of a hill and creating a Trail of 
Tears memorial.   
 Georgia Marble Company donated 
a large slab of marble that will feature a 
memorial design to honor the Indian people 
who were forced to leave their homes here. 
Sculptor Steve Stone is the artist who will 
create the design. 

 Bob Knysz, a Big Canoe musician, 
performed two songs he had written; one 
pays tribute to Billie Ann Rice and the other 
“Cherokee Trail” to commemorate the 
mountain’s history.

 For directions, maps and detailed 
information about Eagle’s Rest Park and Mt. 
Oglethorpe, go to www.mtoglethorpe.org.
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Earth Day Celebration

• Who: Sponsored by North Georgia Conservation Coalition 
• When: Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
• Where: Dawson County Public Library, 342 Allen St.

Activities
• Poster contest for all grade levels; winners announced at 10:45 
a.m. 
• Face-painting, coloring, games, kids’ arts and crafts tables 
• Raffle each hour for environmental books and other items, pro-
ceeds go to North Georgia Conservation Coalition 
• Information on conserving our environment from local govern-
ment, environmental groups, local businesses, civic groups and 
others 

Contacts
• Virginia Matteson, 770-630-6002 
• Bette Holland, 706-265-4570 
• Stacy Leonhardt, Library, 706-344-3690

North Georgia Conservation Coalition celebrates Earth Day
 The North Georgia Conservation Co-
alition was formed in November 2017 in 
an effort to make citizens of North Geor-
gia more aware of the need to conserve 
our energy, land, water and air. Conserv-
ing these natural resources also will help 
to preserve the beauty of this area. 
 We began with the development of 
a brochure which described our purpose. 
A checklist of things individuals could do 
in their own homes to conserve energy, 
reduce waste and preserve water and air 
was developed and sent to residents of 
Chestatee in eastern Dawson County and, 
recently, to residents of Big Canoe.
 We sought organizations that would 
join our coalition, and members now 
include Keep Dawson County Beautiful 
and Keep Pickens County Beautiful. In 
addition, we have the support of Billy 
Thurmond, C hairman of the Dawson 
County Commission; the Chestatee Home 
and Garden Club; the Dawson County 
Civic Association; and the Big Canoe 
Conservation Committee. We continue to 
seek members throughout North Georgia.
 So far, we have conducted an energy 
audit for Fire Station #2 in Dawson 
County and donated $300 toward new, 

energy-saving lighting. This year we will 
speak with the firefighters in Big Canoe 
about ways to reduce energy costs in the 
new station. Our group’s most recent 
efforts have been to seek methods to 
reduce the use of plastic and its resul-
tant pollution. Our plan is to reach out 
to other communities, governments and 
businesses throughout North Georgia.
 Our Earth Day Celebration is sched-
uled for April 20, at the Dawson County 
Library, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. We will have ta-
bles and information available from civic 
organizations, businesses, environmental 
organizations and utility companies. 
For the children, we will have several 
craft tables, free stickers, lollipops and 
face-painting. We will also have a raffle of 
10 children’s books on the environment. 
 Please join us for this important 
event.

Submitted by Virginia Matteson, 
Barb Kelly and Theresa Hartz

North Georgia Conservation Coalition

 Nationally Recognized Summer 
STEM Program Coming to Dawson Coun-
ty Junior High School. Camp Invention®, a 
nationally recognized, nonprofit summer 
enrichment camp program, is coming to 
Dawson County Junior High School the 
week of June 10 - June 14, 2019. 
 A program of the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame (NIHF), in partnership with 
the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, Camp Invention challenges chil-
dren in Grades K-6 to find their "inner 
inventor" by learning the process of inno-
vation. Using hands-on activities, Camp 
Invention promotes science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM) 
learning; builds confidence, leadership, 
perseverance, resourcefulness and 
problem-solving skills; and encourages 
entrepreneurship—in a fun and engaging 
environment. 
 Each year, the program features a 
new curriculum inspired by some of our 
nation's most world-changing inventors—
the NIHF Inductees. This year's Super-
charged™ curriculum features several 
video challenges from these inductees 

encouraging children to be confident in 
their ideas and explore their innovative-
ness. These hands-on activities include: 
 • Innovation Force®: Campers team 
up with the Innovation Force (NIHF 
Inductees as superheroes) to battle the 
evil Plagiarizer, a supervillain who is out 
to steal the world's greatest ideas. As chil-
dren create a device to retrieve the stolen 
ideas, they learn about the importance of 
intellectual property and the U.S. patent 
system.
 • Deep Sea Mystery™: The chil-
dren embark on a research adventure at 
sea to dig up fossils. Using lessons and 
advice from NIHF Inductees, they invent 
island-survival tools and underwater 
equipment.
 • Farm Tech™: Campers are put in 
charge of managing their own farm as 
they learn the basics of running a busi-
ness. With the assistance of the Bot-
ANN-E robot, they learn fundamental 
coding techniques to maximize their time 
and profits. Children also are introduced 
to DNA syntheses, where they perform 
their own mock experiment to check the 

health of their newly purchased cattle.
 • DIY Orbot™: The children will 
explore frequency, circuit boards, mo-
tors and gears as they use real tools to 
reverse engineer a remote-control robot. 
Throughout the week, campers will adapt 
their DIY Orbot to perform increasingly 
challenging tasks.
 At the end of the program, each 
camper will bring home a robot!  

 All local Camp Invention programs 
are facilitated and taught by certified 
educators who reside and teach in the 
community. Camp Invention serves 
130,000 students every year and partners 
with more than 1,800 schools and districts 
across the nation. For additional infor-
mation or to find a camp near you, visit 
invent.org/camp.

About Camp Invention
 Camp Invention is the only nationally 
recognized summer program focused on 
creativity, innovation, real-world prob-
lem solving and the spirit of invention. 
Through hands-on programming, Camp 
Invention encourages children enter-
ing kindergarten through sixth grade to 
explore science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics curriculum inspired by 
some of the world's greatest inventors. 
Since 1990, our education programs have 
served more than 1.5 million children, and 
170,000 teachers and Leadership Interns. 
Regional program sponsors include the 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office, Nordson Corporation Foundation, 
and H.B. Fuller Company Foundation.

Camp Invention inspires local K-6 students to become innovators
"Camp Invention promotes science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) learning."

PHOTO COURTESY OF NIHF
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OPINION
BY KEN REYNOLDS
Kreynolds@bigcanoenews.com 

U
nwarranted political criticism of 
white-collar crime investigations 
combined with false allegations 
of fake news are killing Amer-

ica’s trust in institutions necessary to the 
health of our republic. 

In combination, the criticisms and 
allegations erode public trust in justice and 
freedom of the press. Each time a leader dis-
counts an unfavorable news item as fake, or 
if it is proven to be fake, public trust in the 
news erodes a bit more. Each time a leader 
shouts witch hunt about an investigation 
which findings are not yet known, he chips 
away at public trust in law enforcement. 
Eventually, the erosion will undermine and 
render ineffective the things we most count 
on to keep our republic strong—a free press 
and justice.

All unfavorable news is not fake. There 
are legions of media members working 
diligently to keep us informed. But some of 
what purports to be news is false, and that 
is not a new problem. However, the size 
and reach and intensity of misinformation 
and propaganda grow every day. Only the 
most isolated individuals who try to live off-

the-grid are immune to its effects, but the 
price they pay is ignorance. Governments 
founded by and for the people depend upon 
an electorate that is not ignorant.

The fault lies with our leaders and with 
us, especially we who use email and social 
media platforms. Each time we forward or 
repost or retweet a news item or allegation 
we agree with but have not verified we add 
weight to the forces eating away at public 
confidence.

But opposed to those forces, local and 
national law enforcement and legitimate 
news media work diligently and honestly to 
protect us. They strive to see that justice is 
done and that we know what is going on—
in our government and the private forces 
of greed working for self-aggrandizement. 
Across our nation and around the world 
dedicated men and women strive to expose 
and bring to justice those who take advan-
tage of and betray the public trust.

Two new books provide incisive looks 
at how law enforcement and the media do 
some of their work. Admittedly they are 
from the perspective of insiders who want 
to present themselves and their organiza-
tions in the best light, and they are limited 
in scope, but both books offer hope to those 
who want to trust and believe the organiza-

tions they write about are not unique. 
Preet Bharara, the former US attorney 

for the southern district of New York, has 
written, “Doing Justice: A Prosecutor’s 
Thoughts on Crime, Punishment and the 
Rule of Law.” He describes the workings 
and the morality of a prosecutor’s office as 
it investigates and decides whether to pros-
ecute—whether the suspect is a politician, a 
mogul or a crime boss.

“Truth in Our Times” is by David E. 
McCraw, deputy general counsel for “The 
New York Times.” The book’s subtitle, 
“Inside the Fight for Press Freedom in the 
Age of Alternative Facts” only hints at its 
scope. It is easy to claim that an article un-
true or libelous and it is sometimes difficult 

to prove that it is not. McCraw gives his 
readers some insight into the factual and 
legal considerations behind the decision to 
publish or not publish. 

From both authors we can see that 
working in law enforcement or the press is 
not for the weak of heart. On a local level, 
one would be hard pressed to find a more 
revealing statement of the ethics behind 
legitimate news outlets than the March 6 
“Pickens Progress” editorial “In the Wood-
shed.” Editor Dan Pool describes mistakes in 
a previous edition and the efforts he and his 
staff made to make amends. 

He wrote, “It’s not just the big stories 
where we strive for accuracy. We know 
that everything in the paper is important to 
somebody.” He continues, “We recognize 
that it’s a good thing people get heated up 
over mistakes in the Progress. It shows they 
are reading and reading closely, and they 
care intensely about what is printed.”

Across the nation, editors and pros-
ecutors care. There are exceptions, but 
exposing those exceptions is a part of what 
reporters and editors and investigators and 
prosecutors do. America needs them. As 
believers in the American way of life, we 
must challenge those who chip away at the 
legitimacy of the law or the press. 

Eroding Trust

LETTERS
Major kudos 

for the trails committee!

TO THE EDITOR:
   A big thank you to all the volunteers on 
our trails committee for their hard work. 
The new High Gap trails are outstanding! 
I can’t imagine how much work must 
have gone into creating them—from 
clearing the trails, building the bridges 
and benches, etc.  The bench facing the 
waterfall on the white trail is my new 
happy place. They also do a wonderful job 
of maintaining our existing trails as well. 

We’ve lived in Big Canoe for just 
over eight years and I’m still amazed that 
we have such great hiking trails right in 
our own backyard. 

Kendra McQueen
21 Blazingstar Lane

A few are dictating 
their desires on all of us

TO THE EDITOR:
For the past few weeks I have been 

thinking about—and chatting with a 
number of folks—trying to understand 
the issues surrounding the proposed plant 
list and thought I would add a few more 
comments to the ongoing discussion.

In my past life I worked for an insur-
ance company and we spent a great deal 
of money researching our buying public. 
One of the statistics tracked was lifestyles/
life cycles of retirees. I recall the top 10 
activities for retirees mentioned in the 
information we received listed “gardening” 
in the top five!

With that as a back drop, I can’t for the 
life of me understand why the POA lead-
ership would continue to limit this healthy 

pastime by shrinking the current plant list 
to natives only.

From daffodils to 100s of rhododen-
drons, so many of the plants we all take for 
granted are to be eliminated because they 
are not native to Big Canoe.

Looking back to Dr Platt’s input, his 
concern was heavily focused on protecting 
the forest canopy for we were a fledging 
community of Tree Toppers and Plumbers 
Cabins back in the early 70s.
       Today we see larger and larger homes 
being built and vista pruning taking place 
regularly. 
       We also spread tens of thousands of 
pine straw bales each spring, which in fact, 
are not native to our area and are raked 
from the forest floors of South Georgia and 
Alabama.

We paint the non-native grass on the 
golf course in the winter, which for sure, is 

not native to our area.
Add to that, the mega tons of Tennes-

see field stone that is used for retaining 
walls and other outdoor areas.

Lastly, we have several man-made 
lakes that are stocked with fish and one we 
regularly stock with rainbow trout.

I can go on and on but it seems to me 
that a few folks are attempting to dictate 
their desires for native purity on all of us! 
If they have their way who is going to be 
responsible for resources needed for the 
enforcement and removal of non-native 
plants on public grounds?

Lastly, don’t we have more pressing is-
sues in front of us as community then [sic] 
to create so much consternation over what 
I think is really a non-issue in the end?

Thanks for reading my rambling.   
Vincent Giordano 

688 McElroy Mountain Drive
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Mike Leonard
770.561.5483

Mike.Leonard@BigCanoe.com 

What’s 
your 

home 
really 

worth?
Ask Mike Leonard

It’s a smart move!
Every market demands 

it’s own strategy!  
What’s yours…

As one of the top listing and 
selling agents in the Big Canoe 
market for the past 13+ years 

and a full-time resident of 
Big Canoe the past 20+ years 

I can help you achieve your goals!

Let’s start the 
discussion today!

Integrity | Experience
Knowledge | Work Ethic

20 Chestnut Knoll Point 

365 Wedgewood Drive

95 Chula Drive

494 Columbine Dr

SOLD

642 Red Fox Drive

196 Cox Mtn Lane

SOLD

28 Bear Creek Way

SOLD

353 Bear Creek Drive

118 Choctaw Ridge

68 Cherokee Point 

1319 Deer Run Ridge

SOLD

135 Wedgewood

SOLD

1145 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

www.BigCanoe.com

SOLD

180 Dogwood Lane

SOLD

459 Wedgewood

SOLD

232 Treetopper

 1168 Grouse Gap

SOLD

RESALE 
AGENT

of the year!

824 Shetland Trace

SOLD

182 Disharoon Drive

96 Sleeping Fawn

180 Wedgewood Drive 

1010 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

148 Indigo Bunting

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

319 Wildcat Trail

72 Yanegwa

SOLD

SOLD

264 Grouse Gap

SOLD

4086 Wilderness Pkwy

SOLD

SOLD

169 Cherokee Way

92 May Apple Lane

SOLD

2335 Valley View

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD


