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A
fter weeks of torrential rain, gray 
skies and miles of mud, there is 
still one place in North Georgia 
filled with sunshine-yellow vistas 

in every direction: Gibbs Gardens. Its 50+ 
acres of Daffodil Gardens will carpet hill-
sides and valley with more than 20 million 
vibrant yellow daffodil blooms from March 1 
through April 15. 
 Jim Gibbs, owner, designer and 
developer of Gibbs Gardens, began plant-
ing daffodils in his gardens in 1987.  “Over 
the years we’ve planted millions of bulbs 
representing more than 150 varieties—often 
planting more than 250,000 bulbs a year.” 
 To prepare for the 2019 season, an ad-
ditional 60,000 daffodil bulbs were planted 
last fall along with more than 50,000 tulip 
bulbs to add splashes of vivid spring color 
to the gardens. 
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B
ig Canoe’s POA Board focused on 
its master plans, rules and regu-
lations updates and finances at its 
Thursday Feb. 21 voting session, 

held in the Mountains Grille Room of the 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
 The board discussed the progress of the 
two master plans under development—one 
addressing the golf course and the other a 10-
year strategic look at likely capital projects. 
 The plan for the golf course, said 
General Manager Jill Philmon, focuses more 
on the mechanical, the basic infrastructure 
from a strategic standpoint. “Are there ways 
to make it more fun to play? Opportunities 
to improve aesthetics?” 
 “We have an agreement for a substan-
tially completed plan by the end of April,” 
POA President Jay Goldman said. “We will 
have an informational session with the 
community before any action is taken. If 
any capital item is $1.1 million or more, we 
will seek approval from the community . . 
. Whatever plan gets developed will be a 
community plan—not a board plan.”
 “This is a 10-year plan, we will not do all 
at once,” added POA Director Jim Farinholt, 
 Philmon reminded those attending the 
meeting about the master plan survey.  “If 
you haven’t received an email for the survey 
give Tim [Moran] a call. We want to hear 
from everybody.”  
 The invasive plant list generated “a lit-
tle bit of feedback,” said Philmon. She plans 
to work with the committee to provide 
general education about invasive plants. “If 
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D
awson County District 4 Com-
missioner Julie Hughes Nix was 
formally reprimanded for her 
alleged breach of confidentiality 

at the Thursday, Feb. 21 voting session of 
the Dawson County Commissioners.
 Board Chairman Billy Thurmond intro-
duced a resolution citing a breach of attor-
ney-client privilege and executive session 
privilege to censure Nix, the commissioner 
who sent emails to a county employee.
 While an employee can be reprimand-
ed by termination for this type of action, it 
is more complicated to punish an elected 
official. Censure is the only step members 
of the board really had; there was no other 
choice but to censure Nix, according to 
Dawson County Attorney Angela Davis in 
a statement to WXIA, Atlanta TV station-
11Alive, the local NBC affiliate that covered 
the proceedings. 

Confidential emails shared
 According to the resolution, censure 
is the “appropriate form of reprimand for 
a commissioner acting out of order.” The 
resolution states that Nix acted out of order 
when she forwarded emails to Dawson 
County Human Resource Director Danielle 
Yarbrough despite the fact that the commu-
nications were specifically marked “confi-
dential” and “attorney-client privilege” and 
not for distribution.
 “Commissioner Nix forwarded email 
communications that were protected by 
attorney-client privilege between former 
County Attorney, Lynn Frey, and the Board 
of Commissioners, without approval of 
the Board of Commissioners, to an em-
ployee who had no right or authority to 
receive those email communications…. 
Commissioner Nix also forwarded email 
communications that were protected by the 
attorney-client privilege between County 
Manager, David Headley, County Attorney, 
Angela Davis, and the board of commis-
sioners, without approval of the board of 
commissioners, to an employee who was 
the subject of the email communications 
and who had no right or authority to receive 
those email communications….,” the resolu-
tion reads. 
 According to the resolution, the 
communications forwarded by Nix were 
concerning personnel issues about the very 
employee to whom she forwarded the com-
munications (Yarbrough), an employee who 
was represented by an attorney, and “who 
was taking positions adverse to Dawson 
County’s interests.”
 The resolution also states that Nix 
further forwarded email communications 
concerning privileged and confidential com-
munications that occurred in an executive 
session of the board of commissioners, a 
violation of the Georgia Open Meetings Act. 
 “The disclosure of executive session 
information by Commissioner Nix to an 
employee was without the approval of the 
board of commissioners and was in viola-
tion of the executive session privilege. Not 
only does this disclosure have the potential 
to imperil the county’s ability to effectively 
negotiate and position itself for purposes of 
a potential property acquisition, but impor-
tantly, Commissioner Nix’s violation of the 
executive session privilege has significantly 
chilled the ability of the board of commis-
sioners to have candid executive session 
discussions for fear of such discussions 
impermissibly being shared with individ-
uals outside of the executive session,” the 
resolution reads. 
 District 1 Commissioner Sharon Fausett 
went on record with her comments against 
the censure, what she described as “overkill.”
 “I know we discussed doing a censure, 
but when I read it after our discussion, I felt 
like it was really harsh; really harsh,” Fausett 
said. “After I read how it sounded, I thought 
well, I don’t know if this is really necessary. 
I don’t feel like it’s necessary.”
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Six weeks of sunny daffodils 
blooming at Gibbs Gardens

Dawson County 
commissioner 

censured; 
HR director fired

n  DAWSON COUNTY  |  Page 3

“Whatever plan gets developed will be a community plan—not a board plan.”

Master plans, rules updates, 
finances covered at POA meetings

you have a recommendation, email me 
[jphilmon@bigcanoepoa.org] with the 
name of the plant to be added and explain 
why it should be added,” she told the 
audience attending the meeting. The date 
to finalize the list has been extended until 
May 1. 
 In a clubhouse update, she said bad 
weather had impacted amenity use. “Wine 
sales are up thanks to Wayne Craw-
ford [local wine expert and POA board 
member] and January year to year shows 
improvement with higher revenue. She 
noted there had been issues with Trivia 
that precipitated changes. “The clubhouse 
was losing money,” she said, “but 88 peo-
ple came to Trivia on Tuesday, Feb 19. We 
are trying to do more special events like 

the ITG Radio launch on Friday Feb. 22.” 
(See story on page 3) 
 The Big Canoe POA Rules and 
Regulations document is being reviewed 
with some edits for clarification and 
the addition of new rules, primarily in 
the A-14 Rules for use of family unit by 
tenants. A-18 covers eight rules of conduct 
for amenities including: outside food and 
beverage not permitted at the Swim Club, 
outside food will be allowed at Wildcat 
Recreation area, pets need to be leashed 
on trails, be civil and courteous to resi-
dents, guests, visitors and staff.
 A-11 under 3. Prohibitions, reduces by 
two months the time bird and humming-
bird feeders may be out. Instead of May 1, 
the feeders 
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ITG Radio DJ Kevin Tillery 
interviews Big Canoe GM 
Jill Philmon during a live 
broadcast at the ITG Kick 
Off Party at the Canoe Lodge 
on Friday, Feb. 22. Tillery 
asked Philmon to share 
her thoughts about Inside 
The Gates Radio as part of 
the community. "We plan 
for Inside the Gates Radio 
to be not just entertaining 
but also informative," said 
Philmon. "We can see it as 
the communication tool 
for weather, events and 
community updates. If there is 
an emergency this will be the 
place residents go. I encourage 
everyone to down load the 
app." See more ITG photos on 
page 3. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS. 
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EXCELLENCE
BY DAVID HOWE
Chair, Smoke Signals Board of Directors 

J
ohn Kennedy said, “Change is the law 
of life and those who look only to the 
past or present are certain to miss the 
future.”

  Changes are in the wind for Smoke 
Signals in 2019, changes that enhance our 
opportunities for the future. These, like all 
changes, mean some losses but also some 
important gains. I want to share these with 
you.
 For 10 years, Barbara Schneider has 
been at the helm of the paper as executive 
editor, bringing her extensive journalism 
experience to the job. Barbara has guided 
and broadened the growth of the newspa-
per into local county coverage, regional 
arts and recreation and focused special 
sections. During her tenure, Smoke Signals 
has received 100 editorial awards and 142 
advertising awards from the Georgia Press 
Association for excellence in multiple cat-
egories, including news writing, layout and 
design, timeliness, and opinion writing, to 
name a few. She has left an indelible legacy.
Thankfully, Barbara remains on the Smoke 
Signals board and will step down from the 
dual roles of executive editor and news 
editor to focus on writing and building the 
paper’s electronic presence. More on our 
digital plans in a moment.
 In April, Carl Deane will retire as 
business and executive director handling 
the myriad of non-editorial business and 
administrative tasks for the paper, including 
personnel. Carl has served in this capacity 
since 2010. His enthusiasm for and dedica-
tion to Smoke Signals will be sorely missed.
Taking the executive editor chair is Wayne 
Tidwell. With his extensive background 
in corporate communications, Wayne has 
been a leading writer and editor with Smoke 
Signals for over seven years. Wayne will 
assume some of Carl’s duties in addition 
to overseeing all editorial production and 
taking Carl’s seat on the board.
 Denise Ray has been promoted to the 
position of news editor, following her two 
years as our news reporter for Dawson 
County.  Before joining the Smoke Signals 
team, she was a reporter for the Dawson 
News and Advertiser before it was sold.  
Denise will be responsible for writing arti-
cles and editing submissions for the paper’s 
News sections.
 On the business side, Jeanne Hol-
brook, who has effectively managed our 

advertising sales team for the past year and 
a half, will also become the important liai-
son with our printer, both for the monthly 
paper and the annual directory, along with 
the responsibility for monitoring the dis-
tribution of the paper to 100+ racks in eight 
counties. 
 This year we will revolutionize our 
digital presence with our move to Town-
News.com, currently targeted for March.  
TownNews is a digital platform and content 
management system designed specifically 
for the newspaper publishing business. The 
platform will include a searchable archive 
of past editions. TownNews currently 
serves over 1700 media organizations and 
brings a portfolio of digital services that will 
significantly enhance our digital offerings.
 At the board level, Gay Abbott 
completed her three-year commitment on 
January 31, and in addition to recruiting to 
fill her seat, the board voted to expand to 
nine members.  
 We welcome to the board Rhonda 
Stock, whose leadership in the community 
is well known for her service as the first 
full-term president of the Wellness Collab-
orative during which time many of its key 
programs were launched. She is a current 
member of the WC board. She has served 
as a board member of Leadership Big Canoe 
(and chair), the POA Long Range Planning 
Committee, the Women’s Golf Association 
(co-president) and is a current member of 
the Knowledge Series Advisory Board.
 Christine Flaherty is an entrepre-
neur and career marketing businessperson 
whose Big Canoe activities include board 
member of the Wellness Collaborative (and 
chair of the Healthy Living Committee), 
board member of Ridgerunners, member 
of the Handicap Committee of the Wom-
en’s Golf Association and volunteer for the 
Legacy of Caring. She is a 2016 graduate of 
Leadership Big Canoe.
 Phil Baldwin brings 35 years of busi-
ness experience as CEO of three Atlanta-ar-

ea banks. He was founder and president 
of Neighbor’s Bank in Alpharetta and has 
been a realtor for 20 years. In Big Canoe, 
Phil serves on the Chapel Finance Commit-
tee and board member of Leadership Big 
Canoe. Between golf rounds with the Aces, 
he shoots with the Big Canoe Pool Club and 
lights up with the Big Canoe Cigar Club, 
which he founded.
 These changes represent another 
important step in the evolution of Smoke 
Signals.  
 The paper’s origins go back to the 
1970s, when a group of grass roots volun-
teers began circulating a mimeographed 
one-page bulletin with a masthead cartoon 
character of an Indian waving a blanket 
over a smoking fire. In 1989, independent 
editors approached the HOA asking for 
financial support of a plan to convert the 
publication into a regular newspaper. This 
was done by contract with The Pickens 
Progress, which assembled and printed 
Smoke Signals supported by advertising 
sold by its own marketing personnel. The 
HOA received periodic payments from the 
Progress for any net revenue generated.
 In 2008, the decision was made to 
bring the paper wholly in house, including 
responsibility for the sale of advertising, ed-
itorial, layout and design of each issue and 
printing. From that time forward, Smoke 
Signals was promoted by the HOA as major 
community volunteer organization. 
 For reasons primarily of editorial 
independence, Smoke Signals was not part 
of the 2015 merger of the HOA and the POA 
and remained to assume the non-profit 
501(c)4 structure that was the HOA. Today, 
Smoke Signals serves Big Canoe, the local 
counties, covers arts and entertainment 
in north Georgia is distributed monthly to 
120 locations in the surrounding area, as far 
south as Alpharetta. Readership exceeds 
20,000 monthly.
 I want to especially thank all the indi-
viduals mentioned above, along with the 
loyal staff of editors, writers, columnists, 
layout and design professionals, cartoonists, 
digital administrators, sales representatives, 
accountants, workers who keep the racks 
full and current board members whose 
combined efforts create the distinct signa-
ture of Smoke Signals.
 Our anchor is Big Canoe, and we 
welcome anyone with an interest in being 
a part of this important symbol of our com-
munity, to join us. 
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View from the Smoke Signals Board of Directors

need to be removed from March 1-Novem-
ber 30. 
 In other business, the board approved 
Don Rolader as chair of the Big Canoe 
Water Committee. Also approved was the 
$200,000 purchase of four mowers for the 
golf course. Director of Operations Jason 
Brownell explained the cost of mainte-
nance and amount of downtime for the 
mowers was problematic. The mowers 
were part of the 2019 capital budget. 

Water company update
 At the Thursday, Feb. 14 work session, 
Ron Medders, operations director for Util-
ities, Inc. of Georgia (UIG) reviewed the 

key performance indicators for the POA’s 
Service Level Agreement (SLA) that were 
met and/or exceeded by UIG. There was a 
minor compliance issue caused by rain, he 
said, but that was fixed within 24 hours. 
 Leak detection is 95 percent complet-
ed, he said. The current leak rate is about 
250 gallons per minute—roughly 300,000 
gallons per day. UIG is mapping Big Ca-
noe’s current system, tracing each accessi-
ble point to locate where a leak is likely. In 
some cases, an acoustic machine is used as 
well as GIS mapping.  
 Right now, Medders and Casey Early 
of UIG believe 67-70 percent of water is 
lost rather than the original estimate of 50 
percent. Lost water, according to Med-
ders is “any water we didn’t sell, flush or 
account for.”  

 Some of the loss may be a reflection 
of old water meters that don’t accurately 
measure the amount going to a home. Ac-
cording to Early, UIG is producing 950,000 
gallons a day. 
 “We are losing more water through 
leakage than we are providing to Big Canoe 
residents; we are losing about 300,000 
gallons daily through leaks into the ground. 
 UIG notifies residents by phone or 
with notes left on the front door when a 
leak is discovered. So far, the biggest leak 
discovered at a home was 60 gallons a 
minute.  
 “In a year or two, we want water loss 
to be at 25 percent or less, and down to 15 
percent in three years,” said Early. A 20-25 
percent loss is common in the industry, he 
added.

 “It looks like this will be one of our 
best years for lush daffodil displays,” said 
Gibbs in an interview with Smoke Signals. 
“Everywhere I look the early blooming 
daffodils have more flowers and there are 
many more buds than we usually see on 
the mid- and late-season daffodils as they 
begin to burst into bloom.”
 The Daffodil Gardens are the center-
piece for hundreds of cherry trees, forsyth-
ia, spirea, quince and thousands of mature 
dogwoods blossoming during the six-week 
daffodil season. 
 Gibbs Gardens is one of only 25 des-
ignated American Daffodil Society Display 
Gardens in the United States. 

A garden designed to inspire
 For years Gibbs contemplated adding 
a late spring garden to the 16 well-es-
tablished gardens he has spent 30 years 
developing. 
 “Irma forced me to move faster,” he 
said, recalling Hurricane Irma’s sweep 
through Georgia—with 40 mile-per-hour 
winds and 60-mile wind gusts—in Septem-
ber 2017. The storm ripped out hundreds of 
mature trees on a wooded hillside rising up 
from Gibbs’ Japanese Gardens toward the 
Manor House Gardens. 
 Looking across those acres of devasted 
woodlands the next morning, Gibbs recalls 
imagining a different kind of garden on that 
land.  
 “I decided to turn that bare hillside 
into a new spring garden featuring col-
lections of outstanding plants that would 
work well for home gardens,” he said. He 
hopes his new project will inspire people 
who are planning a new garden or want to 
update/revitalize an existing garden.
 “We have many places in Gibbs Gar-
dens that invite visitors to relax, meditate 
and just absorb the beauty of nature. This 
new garden is more a place to learn, ob-
serve and help gardeners see the very best 
of what’s available and understand how to 

create a beautiful garden with these plants 
in their own yards.” 
 Gibbs plans to provide visitors with 
educational information about plants they 
may chose for home gardens and answer 
these common questions: Where do they 
grow? What environment works best? Will 
these plants work in their gardens?

See how a new garden grows
 Gibbs expects his new garden to be 
ready for Gibbs Gardens’ 2020 season 
opening but there’s a lot to be done to meet 
his own deadline. In the meantime, visitors 
to Gibbs Gardens will have the unique 
opportunity to see how a major garden is 
created. Over the months they will be able 
to watch the garden’s progress and discov-
er what it takes to bring together all the 
elements—from walkways and irrigation to 
design and color—to build a 15-acre garden.    
 During the 2018 season Gibbs planned 
and executed all the infrastructure needed 
for the new garden: designing the gardens’ 
layout, removing downed trees and creat-
ing skylights for sunshine, adding irriga-
tion, altering the hillsides to create level 
areas then adding walkways.
 Visitors to Gibbs Gardens in 2019 will 
see the garden transform, as the best exam-
ples of plantings from all over the county 
are trucked into Gibbs Gardens, unloaded 
then staged in preparation for planting.
 The new garden is designed with 
home gardeners in mind. To help and 
inspire them as they plan for planting in 
their own yard. To show gardeners the full 
range of available plants, Gibbs is bringing 
entire collections of multiple plants to the 
new yet-to-be-named garden.

Gibbs
n  Continued from page 1

 “To feature these collections, we 
carefully selected mature plants from the 
best growers and set out to create a natural 
‘show room’ or gallery for the public,” said 
Gibbs. The collections will include azaleas, 
conifers, viburnum, Japanese Maples, 
dogwoods, dwarf roses and the Southern 
Living plant collection. 
 Azaleas featured will include Natives, 
Kurume, Indica, Glenn Dale, Encore, and 
Satsuki. The garden will feature nearly a 
hundred native azalea varieties planted 
in groupings to create color wheels and S 
curves. He is planning to add thousands of 
feet of azalea plantings.
 From the developers of the Knockout 
Rose, Gibbs will be adding the Drift Series 
of dwarf rose. 
 There will be dwarf and intermediate 
conifers—more than 300 different conifer 
varieties—personally selected from Ore-
gon conifer growers for the new garden 
by noted dendrologist Tom Cox of Cox 
Arboretum and Gardens in Canton.   
 “We will be planting all forms, shapes 
and colors of these beautiful, lush coni-
fers—it’s like you just want to go over and 
pet them,” Gibbs added with a smile. “This 
will be one of the most exciting gardens in 
the U.S.”        
 The garden will include collections 
of viburnum, ginkgo along with dwarf 
ginkgoes, as well as hundreds of varieties 
of rare and unusual plants. Gibbs will plant 
collections of rare Japanese Maple and 
unusual dogwood varieties.   
 “Our new gardens—with a huge range 
of varieties and groupings—will give home 
gardeners the opportunity to see how a 
plant looks in our garden along with other 
plants that compliment it,” he said. “We 
want our gardening visitors to be able to 
walk through this garden and imagine how 
these plants will look in their yards, to see 
how the plants grow and the best condi-
tions to encourage healthy growth.”  
 For more information about Gibbs 
Gardens including hours and directions to 
its Cherokee County location, go to www.
gibbsgardens.com.

Master Plans
n  Continued from page 1
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 Instead, “an oral reprimand, out here 
with everybody listening would have suf-
ficed,” according to Fausett.
 Directing her comments to Nix, Fau-
sett said “I don’t think you’ll ever do this 
again; I still trust you, I still have faith in 
you, I still have confidence in you. I don’t 
want this to define you. You have been a 
part of great, great things for the county 
and I appreciate what you’ve done.” 
 “I just want to say that I accept the 
responsibility for what I did,” Nix said in 
response to Fausett. “I did share informa-
tion; I did this with no plans or desire to 
benefit for myself or anyone else. This was 
just done really to assist an experienced 
employee just packed with knowledge and 
information that I felt wasn’t getting all 
the information needed to really do her 
job and so without prejudice toward this 
board because this is all about Dawson 
County, it’s not about me, it’s not about 
a mistake, it’s about our citizens and us 
working for them.”

n  Continued from page 1

ITG Radio rocks!

Scenes from Big Canoe

Dawson County  Nix concluded her remarks with an 
apology to the board, reiterating she’d 
already done so, and an apology to the cit-
izens of Dawson County “for even wasting 
time on this.” 
 A motion was made for censure by 
District 2 Commissioner Chris Gaines 
and seconded by District 3 Commissioner 
Tim Satterfield. It passed 3-1 with Fausett 
voting against censure and Nix abstaining. 
 Should Nix continue this practice of 
breaching the attorney-client privilege and 
the executive session privilege, the board 
of commissioners will be left with no 
choice but to take legal action against Nix, 
according to the resolution, which would 
include going to superior court and seek-
ing a court order to change her conduct.

HR Director Terminated
 Human Resources Director Danielle 
Yarbrough was terminated February 8, 
according to a letter of termination signed 
by County Manager David Headley.
 Yarbrough was handed the letter 
in conjunction with her pre-termination 
meeting that explained the reasons for the 
parting of ways. The letter was “effective 
immediately.”

 Previously, Headley had sent Yar-
brough a formal review of her perfor-
mance in the HR director’s role in January 
which cited performance deficiencies that 
revolved around her “failure to respect the 
chain of command and the county manag-
er form of government and her failure to 
handle confidential information appropri-
ately.”
 The letter states that the contents of 
Yarbrough’s response and rebuttal show 
her “intention was to be defiant and refuse 
to proceed cooperatively.”
 She requested examples of perfor-
mance problems, according to Headley’s 
letter.
 The county manager retrieved 
Yarbrough’s emails “for review” so he 
could “recall some historical dates and 
details.” It was at this point that Headley 
discovered that an elected official had 
forwarded Yarbrough documents that 
were designated “attorney-client privilege” 
and “confidential” and not for distribution, 
some of which concerned Yarbrough. The 
same official forwarded emails regarding 
matters that were discussed in executive 
session and county business that did not 

relate to Yarbrough’s work as HR director. 
 Headley’s letter states that while 
Yarbrough could not control the fact that 
“these materials were inappropriately 
sent,” she could have “most certainly” con-
trolled how she handled receipt of these 
“confidential and protected documents.” 
 “While your receipt of such materials 
at any time would be disturbing, impor-
tantly, some of these private, confidential, 
privileged communications were received 
by you as recently as after you received 
your evaluation, provided your rebuttal 
and signed the Confidentiality Agree-
ment,” he wrote.
 Headley cited portions of the employ-
ee handbook - “Acts of Dishonesty” and 
“Gross Insubordination”—as sufficient 
grounds for her termination.
 Yarbrough has sought legal counsel 
and appealed her termination.
 Her 20-year career with the county 
includes the sheriff’s office, administrative 
assistant for then county manager Kevin 
Tanner, county clerk and director of hu-
man resources.    

Deborah and Brian 
Osgood enjoy the 
evening. Deborah is 
one of Big Canoe's 
exceptional musical 
talents and performed 
during the Bear 
Society's Employee 
Appreciation Event.

Kathy, wife of 
DJ Craig Looney, 
stands with Mike 

Podsedly, who 
handles all the 

social media activity 
for the station. 

They  enjoyed the 
music all evening. 

Kathy is wearing an 
Inside The Gates 

Radio t-shirt.

DJ Craig 
Looney gave the 
crowd a musical 

trivia question. 
The first person 

who answered 
the questions 

correctly 
either got an 

Inside The 
Gates Radio 
T-Shirt or a 

gift voucher for 
the Big Canoe 

Clubhouse.

Christine and Tom, 
the dancing couple 

with beautiful smiles 
showed all those 
attending how to 

have a good time and 
enjoy the music.

ITG Radio 
has four DJs: 
(Standing 
left to right) 
Craig Looney, 
Kevin Tillery, 
Dinnis Keefe, 
seated Kevin 
Worrilow.

POA Director 
Wayne 
Crawford and 
his wife Cathy 
enjoyed the 
barbecue buffet 
prepared by the 
Clubhouse, 
Director of 
Catering Gerard 
Monte was on 
hand to make sure 
every detail of the 
event added to its 
success.

The monitor,  in 
the main room of 
the POA Lodge, 
was a closed 
circuit broadcast 
feed direct from 
the Inside The 
Gates Radio 
broadcast booth.   

PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

I
n spite of the torrential non-stop rain, 
more than 75 music lovers trekked to 
the Canoe Lodge Friday, Feb. 22 for 
great music—and ITG Radio’s four DJs 

know great music and the musicians who 
perform it. 
 The ITG Radio Kick Off Celebration 
was the first public event since the group 
was introduced at Big Canoe’s Oktoberfest 

in October. The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti 
prepared an excellent barbecue buffet, with a 
choice of beverages from the cash bar. 
 “Our guests got to see, first hand, Big 
Canoe's radio station broadcasting live, 
with many of them actually participating 
in the broadcast,” said ITG Radio DJ Craig 
Looney. “This was the first of what we hope 
are many live broadcast events available 

to the Big Canoe community.  We all had a 
great evening!  A huge thank you to Jill and 
the clubhouse staff. Our team is extremely 
pleased to be the ROCK of Big Canoe.” 
 To learn more about ITG Radio, Big 
Canoe’s new community radio station, run by 
Big Canoe residents, broadcasting live from 
the Canoe Lodge go to InsidetheGatesRadio.
com.
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Dr. Hema Byrapuneni
M.D. Board Certified Internal Medicine

Dawson 400 Family Medicine
133 Prominence Court, Ste 230

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534
706-216-1500

Fax: 706-216-1510

Dr. Jeevana Krishna, MD
M.D. Board Certified Family Medicine

Foothills Medical Clinic
25 Foothills Parkway

Marble Hill, Georgia 30148
770-894-4500

Fax: 770-894-4365

Call today to schedule your appointment and 
experience the difference in healthcare.

www.cummingfamilymedicine.com

Walk-ins are welcome. 
We accept most insurances.
Same day appointments. 
Our services: 
• Annual physical
• Cardiac Care
• Diabetic Care
• Pediatric Care
• Hypertension
• Women’s Wellness Exams
• DOT physicals
• Immigration Physicals
• Worker’s Compensation 
• Pre-employment physicals
• Urgent Care
• Sports Physicals
• College Physicals
• School Physicals
• Minor Surgery

Dr. Jeevanan Krishna is also at
Cumming Family Medicine

765 Lanier 400 Parkway, Cumming, GA 30040 
770-205-1294 • Fax: 770-887-4597

Dr. Hema Byrapuneni is also at
Foothills Medical Clinic

25 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148
770-894-4500 • Fax: 770-894-4365

FAMILY
HEALTH

CARE

FOOTHILLS 
MEDICAL CLINIC

BY ALEX HENDERSON

I 
get calls quite frequently that start 
something like this: “I just got a mes-
sage from Microsoft that my computer 
was infected, and to call this 800 num-

ber immediately and they would clean it up.  
What should I do?” My immediate response 
is to reboot the computer and the warning, 
which is totally fake, will be gone.  
 This, and other similar scams, have 
been around for a number of years, but 
computer users still get fooled by the in-
creasingly sophisticated presentations they 
face. The consequences can be quite costly.
 Consider this recent example: A couple 
newly arrived in Big Canoe had encoun-
tered this exact scenario shortly before they 
moved here. Trusting that the sender was 
in fact Microsoft (and later, as they claimed, 
technicians contracted by Microsoft) 
the wife clicked on the provided link and 
entered into a dialog with them.  For a mere 
$29.95 they agreed to enter her computer 
and rid it of the offending malware.  She 
gladly provided a credit card number, after 
which the “technicians’ instructed her how 
to activate software which would allow 
them to remotely take over her computer.  
They then took control and “cleaned it up”.
 Had this episode ended at this point, 
this couple would have only been out $29.95 
and happily gone on their way.  Unfortu-
nately, this was only the beginning.  The 

couple was informed that in order to 
prevent future occurrences of the malware/
virus intrusion, they could purchase a three-
year 24/7 onsite protection, which entailed 
their technician continually monitoring 
their computer remotely, for only $500.  
 Reluctantly, but not wishing to encoun-
ter further problems, the couple agreed.  
Now they’re in for $529.50.  Shortly thereaf-
ter, they were notified that the onsite mon-
itoring had revealed that their “drivers had 
been infiltrated” and the driver restoration 
procedure would be another $500.  Some-
where along the line the couple had decided 
quite correctly that since real money was 
being involved some more rigorous due 
diligence was in order.  They entered the 
“Microsoft Contractor’s” name into Google, 
and found it was in fact a respected internet 
software company based in Connecticut, 
complete with a very professional website 
containing BBB credentials and glowing 
reviews from happy customers. Again 
reluctantly, but convinced that nothing was 
amiss, they paid.
 Then comes the coup-de-grace. Shortly 
after arriving at Big Canoe the couple re-
ceives a warning that an unidentified entity 
within 500 yards of their house was en-
gaged in a continuous attempt to hack into 
their computer. They were further advised 
that this attempt could be thwarted once 
and for all, and at no cost to them.  The only 
requirement of them was that, because this 

BY BOB MACKEY

 Come join the fun, Friday, March 15, 
for the Bear Society’s annual St Patrick’s 
event. The Bagpipes & Birdies Golf 
Tournament will be followed by a party 
featuring entertainment by Modern Vinyl. 
Please note: Following clubhouse policy, a 
$5 cover charge to help defray the cost of 
the band will be charged.
 The Irish flag will be raised at 1 p.m. 
at the clubhouse, followed by a 2 p.m. 
tee-off for a 9-hole scramble, adjusted for 
team handicap. Teams of four golfers of 
any gender will use only three clubs plus 
a putter. 
 Registration forms are available at 
the golf shop or email JLS1001@gmail.
com.

The Bear Society’s annual Bagpipes 
& Birdies Golf Tournament is 
March 15. PHOTO BY STEVE PAPKE

Bear Society announces Bagpipes 
& Birdies Golf Tournament

Don’t fall for fake virus warnings!

process would involve the use of a very ex-
pensive piece of equipment from Microsoft, 
they would need to put down a 100 percent 
refundable deposit of $3,995.00.  Once the 
threat was nullified and the very expensive 
piece of equipment was on its way back to 
Microsoft, they would be issued a “cheque” 
refunding their $3,995.00. 
 Meanwhile, I had entered the scene, 
setting up the couple’s computers and net-
working. While engaged in this, they shared 
with me what had been going on with the 
“Microsoft Contractors” and the dawning 
fear that they had been conned.  I confirmed 
the con job, and encouraged them to have 
no further contact with these predators.  
Indeed, while reviewing her most recent 
credit card statement, the wife discovered 
several unauthorized charges to her credit 
card, most likely from our friends on the 
other end of the internet.  They were now 
out over $1,700, but at least they didn’t fall 
for the $3,995 ploy.  They immediately can-
celed their credit card, and we filed a fraud 
report with Microsoft.
 There are several lessons here.  If 
nothing else, remember this:  Microsoft 
will never, ever, EVER reach out to you in 
any fashion regarding viruses, malware or 
malfunctioning software on your comput-
er.  If you’ve ever tried to reach Microsoft 
seeking help, you’ll understand how unlikely 
unsolicited assistance would be.

 Also:
 1. Those scary looking warnings that 
pop up on your monitor are just that: pop-
ups. They are not viruses or malware, nor 
are they real.  As long as you ignore them 
and go on about your business (maybe 
requiring a reboot) you’ll be fine.
 2. Don’t ever give anyone claiming to 
be Microsoft or Windows or anyone else 
a credit card number without consulting a 
trusted technical advisor - if you don’t have 
one, a grandchild will probably suffice.
 3. Don’t ever allow anyone you don’t 
know to remotely take control of your com-
puter.  The exception to this is if you went 
to them seeking help, not the other way 
around.
 A final note or two (or more): Despite 
the attempt at due diligence regarding the 
supposed IT company, the glowing report 
was at the top of the Google search results.  
One page further down was a determina-
tion that this was a scam company, that the 
website was less than six months old and 
that the anonymous website owner resided 
in Panama.  Also, in plain view on the phony 
Microsoft invoice was the email address of 
the “technician” which ended in @micro-
soft.co.in.  This clearly shows the involve-
ment of an India-based spoofer.
 Know this:  these people are highly 
intelligent, technically sophisticated, and 
absolutely dedicated to separating you from 
your money.

  DUE    SECURITY DEPOSIT

SonicWALL™ SuperMassive 9000 series Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW)
Manufacturer Part# : 01-SSC-3880
Microsoft Part# : A6833419

Language

Currency

From Invoice No.

Microsoft Corporation # MSN-Q45002
One Microsoft Way 
Redmond, WA, 98052-6399  Date
United States of America Jan 29 2019

To 

NANCY SAWYER Invoice Due
2213 Kingsmill Way Jan 29 2019
Clermont , FL, 34711
United States of America
 Purchase Order Number
 BROCKETTWEB28225B-GA

Description Quantity Rate Amount

SonicWALL™ SuperMassive 9000 series Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW)

UPFRONT SECURITY DEPOST (100% REFUNDABLE)

                                                   Sub Total 1 0.000 USD 0.00

                                                   Total (USD) 1 3995.00 USD 3995.00

                                                   Paid to Date (USD)   0.00

 
                                                  Balance     USD   3995.00

Invoice Note

Dear Ms. Nancy Sawyer,

Please find below a Security Deposit Amount for the SonicWALL™ SuperMassive 9000 series Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW). 
Please make payment at your earliest convenience for installation so we can book date and time slot for you, and do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions.

Note:- The Security Deposite you'll make towards our authorized store will be 100% refundable to you on the same day of 
uninstallation ,once the device will be returned to the certified engineers of Brockettweb Inc, Money will be returned by debit 
note or Cheque.

Many thanks,  
Shawn Sidhu
  Powered by
Email: shawnsidhu@microsoft.co.in

"Microsoft 
will never, 
ever, EVER 
reach out 
to you in 
any fashion 
regarding 
viruses, 
malware or 
malfunctioning 
software 
on your 
computer."
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... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

m

Listing 
and 

Selling 
the Best 

of Big 
Canoe

m

LAKESIDE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WITH VIEW

42 WOODPECKER WAY
In-Law Suite w/Full Kitchen 

on Terrace Level
4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $449,900 

SOARING VIEWS

1606 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Fabulous Big Canoe and 

Long Range Views
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $414,900

BIG VIEW

1131 SHARP MOUNTAIN PKWY
Beautiful View Property in Premier 

Gated Community 
4BR, 4BA  ~  $599,000

DRAMATIC OPEN PLAN

65 HYACINTH HILL 
Waterford Charmer

 5BR, 4BA  ~  $510,000

PLEASE VISIT MY NO REGISTRATION WEBSITE FOR ALL BIG CANOE LISTINGS & COMMUNITY INFO.

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

www.CampriniandCompany.com

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023
325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com
Jack Camprini

BIG CANOE RESIDENT

DESIGNER’S ALPINE 
LOG HOME

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mountain 
Lodge combining spectacular 

views, masterful craftsmanship 
and complete tranquility.

6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,850,000 

RANCH WITH VIEW

1150 QUAIL COVE DRIVE
Highly desirable and rarely available 

“Ranch” in Pristine Condition
3BR, 2BA  ~  $239,000  

LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREAT

1609 SUNRISE RIDGE
 4BR, 4 FULL, 2 HALF BATH  

$725,000

ACHASTA GOLF MEMBERSHIP 
HOME

63 STAMP MILL RD
ACHASTA

Great Opportunity
 4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $447,500

NEW PRICE

15 SCONTI KNOLL
Audubon Neighborhood 

Custom Home
4BR, 4BA  ~  $424,000

FABULOUS TIMBER FRAMECUSTOM BUILD

NEW LISTING

1263 QUAIL COVE DR. 
Like New “Old Big Canoe” Cottage.

3BR, 3BA  ~  $305,900 

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta
Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (10 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Big Canoe Resident
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA ~  $639,000

65 WREN’S NEST 
High End Features

5BR, 4.5 BA  ~  $549,000

CUSTOM UPDATED LAKEFRONT

95 SWALLOW POINT
Fabulous Lake & Mountain Views

4BR, 4BA  ~  $699,000

NEW PRICE

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $564,900

SOLD

SHOWCASE HOME 

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5BA  - $1,150,000

NEW LISTING

 424 COLUMBINE DR.
Plummer Cabin with Year Around 

Beautiful Long Range Views
3BR, 2.5 BA ~  $205,000

SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING

453 DEER RUN RIDGE
Private Location with View
4BR, 4.5 BA  ~  $575,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

84 MAY APPLE LANE
The Quintessential Mountain 
Updated Year Around Cabin
3 BR, 4 BA  - $349,900

CHARMING TOTAL RENO

62 CRAZY BEAR RIDGE
3BR, 3BA ~ $249,900  

SOLD

NEW LISTING

101 STURBRIDGE PINES LANE
4BR, 4.5BA ~  $599,900

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

NEW LISTING

819 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE
Charming Fully Furnished Rustic 

Cabin w/Beautiful Mountain Views
2BR, 2BA  ~  $255,000

RUSTIC PERFECTION

601 CUTTHROAT RIDGE, 
BENT TREE

Pristine Log Home with View 
and Elevator

4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $789,900

NEW PRICE

711 WILDCAT DRIVE
Custom Plan with views 

to Amicalola Falls 
5BR, 4.5BA   ~  $439,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

508 COVE LAKE DRIVE
Private Gated Lake Community
3BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $429,000

NEW LISTING

116 SCONTI RIDGE #417A
Bright & Open Updated Condo with 

Lake and Mountain Views
2BR, 2BA  ~  $134,900

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

• 49 Sparrows Nest - $49,900 - Location & Privacy on Cul de Sac.
• 6501 Buckskull Ridge $165,000  
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mountain Rd  - $99,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!
• 28 Petit Ridge Dr.  - $145,000 - Beautiful Valley View

• 413 Falcon Heights - $125,000 - Lake Petit and Atlanta Skyline View
• 4109 Woodland Trace $18,500 - Heavily Wooded Lot w/Great Location
• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Drive $165,000 -  Level entry lot with Big View to 
   Amicolola, Dahlonega and Mt Yonah.
• 8133 Wilderness Parkway $57,500 -Mature trees, natural hardwoods 
   and 2 Streams!

FEATURED HOMESITES
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www.premierindoor.com
404-461-9972

*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **Service offer applies to new customers only. ***See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines 
and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. ©2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox® dealer for details. Lennox® dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

24 Hour Service and Same Day Repairs | Residential and Commercial Maintenance Agreement | 100% Satisfaction Guarantee!

HEATING | COOLING | INDOOR AIR QUALITY
HOME COMFORT SYSTEMS

ASK ABOUT OUR 2-VISIT
MAINTENANCE 

AGREEMENT & SAVE

UP TO $1700
IN LENNOX® REBATES 

(Starting 3/11/19)
Financing Options Available.

On qualifying home comfort systems including iHarmony
and Solar Panel Add-Ons

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 404-461-9972
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 03-31-19

Avoid the heat! Book your precision 
A/C tuneup Today and Save!

$79
$99

1st System

$59
2nd

System

$49
3rd 

System
Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 404-461-9972

Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 
May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 03-31-19

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 404-461-9972
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires  03-31-19

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

$50 OFF
Repairs, Dehumidifiers, or Air Scrubbers

HELLO THERE SPRING! 
IT’S TIME TO SAVE 
SOME GREEN WITH

P R E M I E R  I N D O O R  C O M F O R T  S Y S T E M S

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

G
eorge Fox, part-time resident 
of Big Canoe, Sandy Springs 
attorney and Smoke Signals con-
tributor, spoke at the February 1 

Squires & Stags breakfast on the subject of 
“Wealth, Health and Hassles: Legal Com-
mon Sense for 2019.”
 Living wills don’t require a person 
to make decisions for you, Fox told the 
breakfast crowd. He said the document that 
is person-specific is Georgia’s Advanced 
Directive for Health Care. 
 “It says if anything happens to me, here 
are the people who can make healthcare de-
cisions for me,” Fox said. “ If you don’t have 
that document, some court gets to appoint a 
guardian for you.”
 “That’s a waste of money, a waste of 
time,” Fox said. “But if you don’t have that 
document, somebody has to determine who 
can make decisions for you.”

Guardian vs. conservator
 “A guardian is your person who makes 
health care decisions,” Fox explained. “A 
conservator is who is going to handle your 
POA dues, your investments, etc. The 
courts can appoint anyone they want.”
 Two informal positions that can help 
you get through a health event are a health-
care advocate and a “listener.” 
 “A healthcare advocate sits in the hos-
pital room with a computer in front of them 
and looks up on Google or Bing when some-
thing (medical procedure, treatment, etc.) is 
being recommended,” Fox said. “Somebody 
has got to look at what treatment is being 
recommended to you and do you want to go 
through with it. Your spouse, child or good 
friend can do it and there are no forms to fill 
out.” 
 The other is a healthcare listener who 
is someone to go to the doctor’s office with 
you and keep notes as to what the doctor is 
really saying. Sometimes the patient is not 
capable of grasping what is said. 
 “You don’t want to find out down the 
road that there were alternatives to medi-
cines, etc.,” Fox said.
 A DNR (Do Not Resuscitate) is an 
order and has to be signed by the doctor. 
There is a second form called POLSC 
(Physicians Order of Life Saving Treatment) 
that contains a lot of details and choices, 
according to Fox. 
 “The problem with a POLSC is that it 
may take choices away from your spouse,” 
Fox said. “And the illness may have alterna-
tive treatments. We recommend that you 
skip the POLSC. You need to have a DNR 
order. Ambulance services throughout the 

George Fox talks about ‘legal common sense for 2019’

metro area will not transfer you from a hos-
pital to a hospice unless you have a DNR so 
that if you have a heart attack while in route 
the driver has no requirement to stop and 
resuscitate you.”
 Without an advanced directive for 
healthcare, information about a patient can-
not be shared with family members because 
of HIPPA (Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act of 1996), Fox said.
 When are you considered disabled?
 “When it comes to financial affairs, as 
long as you can communicate you are not 
disabled,” Fox said. “If you can supervise the 
people who are doing the financials you are 
not disabled. If you can nod your head yes 
or no or can squeeze your hand yes or no 
that works out as well.”
 There are lots of illnesses where people 
know what’s going on, according to Fox. 
“The people you want to have judge that 
are the people who are close to you,” Fox 
said. “ If you are going to use your children, 
put in one contemporary, someone on the 
same level age wise and understands what 
is going on.”
 Georgia has a law that helps survivors 
during the difficult period after the death of 
a parent.
 Georgia, alone among the states, has a 
procedure that is called “Year’s Support,” 
Fox explained. The court has the power to 
award assets to the spouse and to the minor 
children to provide for them and it comes 
ahead of all creditors. 
 “They get nothing as it is designed to 
get a family through a difficult period,” Fox 
said. “It is a blessing. It helps a family get 
through a tough time.”
 No will is required if all the family 

agrees on how assets will be divided and 
a “No administration necessary” is filed, 
according to Fox.
 Wills should also include provisions for 
how to deal with digital assets. 
 “That can be flyer miles, Face Book… 
anything that has a password,” Fox said.
 In the case of divorce, Fox recom-
mends changing the will before the comple-
tion of the divorce, not afterward.
 Roselle Wilkerson of Big Canoe talked 
to the crowd about protection from lawsuits 
from those who might become injured or 
cause damage while working on your prop-
erty.
 “You want to make sure that they are 
carrying coverage to protect you in the case 
that something like that might happen,” 
Wilkerson said. “If they don’t have general 
liability coverage of course it’s going to 
go to your homeowner’s policy. Worker’s 
compensation claims can also come to you.”
 The way to get around that is to ask 
them for a certificate of insurance, accord-
ing to Fox. 
 “There is an awful lot of fraud going 
on with certificates of insurance where the 
information that appears on the certificate is 
fraud,” Wilkerson said. 
 She suggested checking the date on 
the certificate to make sure it is current and 
call the agent if the certificate came from 
the contractor and not directly from the 
agent. She also said you can verify worker’s 
compensation at the Georgia State Board of 
Worker’s Compensation website.
 In the area of new things, Fox an-
nounced that in the future, Big Canoe resi-
dents (and eventually, all Georgians) would 
have access to Georgia’s new “Yellow Dot 

Program.” For free, you’ll be able to get two 
yellow dot stickers. You put one on the back 
window of your car and it tells emergency 
responders that in the glove compartment 
of the car is your healthcare information. 
Otherwise they don’t know. You place the 
second yellow dot on your house door that 
tells emergency responders to look on the 
inside of the refrigerator for an envelope 
with healthcare information.  
 There have also been changes in the 
Internal Revenue Code.  A new Section 
199A (not 199a) deals with rental property 
taxation of a triple net lease (where the 
tenant pays for everything). Fox suggested 
that rental property owners should check 
with their accountant. The final regulations 
have not been issued.
 Fox also talked about the simplicity of 
not trying to beat probate, because with a 
properly-drawn document, for under $200 
you can probate a will yourself.
 “But don’t automatically assume that a 
will is the ‘be all, end all,’” Fox said. There 
are other assets that don’t pass under the 
will that you still have to take care of.”
 In 2026, laws affecting gift exemptions 
are halved from $11 million to $5.5 million, 
Fox noted and suggests planning for that 
change now if you have that amount in 
assets.
 Fox’s firm has come up with a “How I 
feel” document that a person can fill out that 
helps the family make decisions based on 
the patient’s feelings about how they want 
to be treated in the event they cannot make 
medical decisions. That form is available 
free to whoever would like a copy, accord-
ing to Fox.
 Squires & Stags meets on the first 
Friday of the month in the Mountains Grille 
at The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. Coffee 
is ready at 7:45 a.m. followed by a buffet 
breakfast served at 8 a.m. Big Canoe resi-
dents and guests are invited to attend the 
meeting. The price of breakfast is $13 pay-
able on your POA account or by cash at the 
door. Reservations are required and must 
be received by noon on Thursday before the 
Friday morning meeting. You may also call 
(706) 268-3346 to make reservations.

George Fox practices in Sandy Springs 
and Big Canoe, and is also Adjunct 
Professor in Emory Law School's Center for 
Transactional Law. He can be reached at 
Fox@GaLaw.com or on Face book. He also 
cautions that what's presented is not legal 
advice, and you should seek professional 
advice before doing or not doing something 
based on his material. More information 
is available at GaLaw.com or by calling 
404.256.0020.

George Fox. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL
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Tree Health Care & Diagnosis 
| Pruning | Removal

(770) 294-1012 
tim@samtreeservices.com

Tim Costley, 
President & ISA Certified Arborist

*ACC Preferred Vendor, 
Serving Big Canoe since 1999

www.samtreeservices.com

#SO-1925A

BY CYNTHIA SMITH 

T
he miniature bookcase and near-
by beanbag chairs invite young-
sters to settle in and turn pages.  
Cubbies offer toys and building 

blocks for little hands.  The carpet is ready 
for circle time and the toy kitchen beckons 
preschoolers to come exercise their imagi-
nations.  
 Mother’s Morning Out, a new pro-
gram at Big Canoe Chapel, is welcoming 
its tiny participants. Sessions are held each 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9 
a.m. until noon and teachers have big plans 
to make learning fun for area preschoolers.  
Beginning counting, letter practice and 
social skills are some of the topics covered 
at each session.

A new venture
 Director of Children and Youth Min-
istries Lindsey Wesseling began working 
on setting up the program last August by 
talking with local parents about the idea and 
determining that there was enough interest 
to move forward with the project. The for-
mer church nursery was transformed into a 
preschool classroom, teachers were hired, 
and the first session was held on January 22.  
 Courtney Otto served as the Sunday 
School Coordinator at Big Canoe Chapel 
prior to taking on her current role of lead 
teacher for Mother’s Morning Out.  She 
has developed a program using elements of 
Georgia Early Learning and Development 
Standards, commonly used in Georgia pre-
schools.  She also draws from the popular 
Christian curriculum Abeka.  
 “We are focused on a good social and 
emotional foundation,” Otto said, “for rela-
tionships with each other, with our commu-
nity and with God.”

All are welcome
 For three hours, three days a week, 
local parents can run errands, keep appoint-
ments or just enjoy a break.  The program 
is not limited to Big Canoe residents but is 
open to all area children from ages 2 to 5.  
“This is a place where all people can be-
long,” Otto said.
 Each session has a theme and two 
words appear on the large bulletin board 
at the front of the room.  On this day, the 
words “give” and “share” would be dis-
cussed.  A book about sharing was ready 
for the children.  Music, dramatic play and 
artwork for the day were all planned around 
the theme of generosity.  

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

W
ayne Crawford, Vietnam 
veteran, member of the 
North Georgia Veterans 
and the Big Canoe Board of 

Directors, will be the speaker at the March 
13 North Georgia Veterans luncheon.
 Crawford has been a past speaker 
with North Georgia Veterans on both 
Georgia Wines and the POA. As the 
March speaker, using his long association 
with the infantry, he will address the key 
historical changes from Vietnam to the 
present with infantry training, tactics, 
doctrine, and weapons, drawn from his 27 
years in the infantry and his son and son-
in-law's combined 80 months in combat in 
Europe, the Middle East, and Afghanistan 
over the past 15 years.    
 Crawford retired from the United 
States Army as an infantry colonel in 
1994 with 27 years of active service. Upon 
retiring, Crawford served in a variety of 
executive positions with technology and 
food and beverage companies including 
senior vice president and COO for Harry’s 
Farmers Market in Atlanta. 
 Since 2001, Crawford has operated 
Crawford Consulting as a certified project 
management professional (PMP) focused 
on program and project management of 
strategic at-risk programs addressing 

technology and performance challenges.  
Since 2015 Crawford shifted his consult-
ing practice to writing, wine education 
and wine judging. Last year he published 
his first book on Georgia vineyards and 
wineries.                                                                           
 Crawford is a Smoke Signals con-
tributor, writing a monthly column, 
“Wayne on Wine” for the past 12 + years 
and selected editorial articles to assist in 
moving legislative decisions forward at 
both county and state levels.                                                                                                                                           
 He has a BA degree in history from 
Columbus State University and an MS 
degree in Logistics Management from 
the Florida Institute of Technology. He 
graduated from the U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College, The British 
Army Staff College, and the Army War 
College. Crawford commanded the 2nd 
Battalion 505th Parachute Infantry in the 
3rd Brigade 82nd Airborne Division. He 
served six years overseas.                                    
 His last assignment with the Army 
was four years as the director of Training 
and Doctrine Infantry School and G-3 
Operations Fort Benning concurrently. 
 He and wife Kathy built their home 
at 86 Sconti Point in Audubon Ridge in 
2005. They have five adult children and 
six grandchildren. Wayne currently serves 
as a eucharist minister at the Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Family in Jasper.

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

B
ill Saling, Vietnam veteran and 
veterans’ services activist, shared 
with the North Georgia Veterans 
at the February 13 luncheon the 

history of the Big Canoe Chapter of the 
North Georgia Veterans. 
 Saling has long been a proponent of 
veterans and has been instrumental in 
helping establish organizations focused 
on helping veterans as well as promoting 
their sacrifices and contributions to our 
community and our country.
 Saling became interested in estab-
lishing a veterans’ organization when he 
moved to Big Canoe in 2000 and began 
having lunch with guys in the community.
 “We would get together and found 
out gosh, some of these guys were also 
Vietnam veterans,” Saling said.

 Saling had been a member of the At-
lanta Vietnam Veterans Business Associa-
tion (AVVBA) and established a group in 
Big Canoe as part of the Atlanta organiza-
tion, serving as president for the first two 
years.
 As the membership grew, they peti-
tioned to become an independent chapter 
of AVVBA nicknamed “Montagnards” 
from 2004-2008.
 “In 2006 to 2012, we incorporated a 
501(3) c called “Vets help Vets”, Saling said. 
“About 2009 timeframe we put together 
North Georgia Veterans, which is where 
we are today.”
 “I moved to Atlanta in 1969,” Saling 
told the NGV luncheon group. “And to 
anybody who had been in this area or any-
where in the country, the general image of 
the Vietnam vet was a hopped up, drugged 
long-haired hippie who couldn’t get a job. 
AVVBA was a reaction to that general 

Karter shows off his building skills at 
Mother’s Morning Out

Mother’s Morning Out 
welcomes preschoolers

Preschoolers learn differently
 Movement activities are alternated 
with those that require sitting.  Teacher Ka-
trina Labao pointed out that, when teaching 
such young children, repetition and rein-
forcement are key.  While the theme words 
may be new to youngsters at the beginning 
of the session, after hearing them over the 
course of the morning and having them ex-
plained on their level, understanding comes.  
“They like what they know,” Labao said, 
“We all do.”
 Big Canoe Chapel donated some seed 
money to begin the program but it will be 
financially self-sustaining going forward.  
There is a one-time enrollment fee of $50.  
The cost of each three-hour session is $30.

Benefits kids and parents
 Wesseling has enjoyed success in 
executing other Big Canoe Chapel youth 
programs and hopes Mother’s Morning 
Out will be of service to local parents like 
herself who do a lot of driving to activities 
outside the gates.  “It can be hard for moms 
to connect with each other,” Wesseling said. 
“This program can help with those relation-
ships.  We want people with young children 
to know that we are here for them.”

Crawford to speak on historical 
changes in U.S. Army infantry

Bill Saling shares the history of NGV at February luncheon

perception. As with many of you, we were 
successful in business, we were successful 
in life, so they wanted to portray a more 
positive image of the Vietnam vet.”
 The hallmark of the program was 
each year on Memorial Day they would 
dedicate a really nice memorial to some-
one in the local area who had been killed 
in Vietnam, according to Saling.
 “Around 2000 several of us over here 
at Foothills at what is now Fuego’s started 
having lunch and getting together,” Saling 
said. “That group began to expand with 
primarily people from in and around Big 
Canoe.”
 From that the group decided to create 
their own veterans group, according to 
Saling.
 “We petitioned later on the home 
chapter of AVVBA to allow us to incorpo-
rate up here as the Montagnards chapter,” 
Saling said. “If you are not familiar with 
the term Montagnards it’s mountain 
people. These are the indigenous people in 
Central Vietnam up in the mountains.”
 The group participated in the Veter-
ans Day Parade in Dawsonville during a 
period when Saling was a Dawson County 
Commissioner. They also had recognition 
programs, featuring all Big Canoe veterans 
in a special section in Smoke Signals, spon-
sored military static displays and dedicat-
ed a memorial overlook on Lake Petit and 

Bill Saling presented the history of the North Georgia Veterans 
Big Canoe Chapter. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

"Saling has been 
instrumental in helping 
establish organizations 

focused on helping 
veterans as well as 

promoting their sacrifices 
and contributions."

a fly-by military aircraft.
       In 2006 the Mon-
tagnards decided it was 
time to recognize the 
veterans coming home 
from Afghanistan and 
Iraq, according to Saling. 
Vets Help Vets was 
established. Saling and 
Steve Arnold visited the 
VA Hospital in Decatur. 
They learned that money 
and volunteers were 
needed to help modify 
homes for veterans with 
disabilities. The group 
volunteered to buy the 
materials needed and do 
the work at no cost to 

the veteran.
       Their biggest project was renovation 
of Shepherd Center’s  Shepherd Place in 
Atlanta, a year-long, $50K project that re-
quired veteran volunteers from Big Canoe 
to travel to Atlanta 2-3 days a week for a 
year, according to Saling. Each apartment 
had to be built out to accommodate veter-
ans with physical limitations.
 “We did all the plumbing, we did all 
the bathrooms, shutters, a designer did 
all the fabrics, etc.,” Saling said. “We built 
theses apartments so they looked like an 
uptown condominium. They were first 
class.”
 Money was raised through golf tour-
naments and generous donors.
 We never had a need for money,” 
Saling said.
 In 2009, with a desire to honor and 
help all vets, the Montagnard Chapter 
decided to break away from AVVBA and 
establish an independent organization at 
Big Canoe. Saling and Pete Huber drafted 
a set of by-laws for the new group that 
would become North Georgia Veterans, 
Big Canoe Chapter. Ron Webb served as 
the first president.
 The by-laws include the following:
 A. Provide an opportunity for fellow-
ship with and service to military veterans 
living in the North Georgia area 
 B. Preserve and promote the tradi-
tions and history of the United States 
Armed Forces 
 C. Conduct charitable and community 
service as determined by the officers and 
leadership of NGV
 In keeping with those by-laws, NGV 
supports other veterans programs includ-
ing giving school speeches, North Georgia 
Mountains Veterans Hospice, presenta-
tions to social and veterans groups, memo-
rial services and funerals.



34 Lake Watch Village • $219,900
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6099462

NEW LISTING

1549 Valley View Drive • $549,000 
5BR/3FB/2HB, FMLS #6105536

NEW PRICENEW PRICE 

The best move you’ll ever make.TM

©2006 Harry Norman, Realtors, A HomeServices of America, Inc. Company. All rights reserved. Licensed in Georgia and North Carolina. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Big Canoe is a registered service mark of Big 
Canoe Company, LLC. Harry Norman, Realtors  is not affiliated with the Big Canoe Company, LLC, and no such representation is intended or implied.  Information believed to be accurate but not warranted. 

www.HarryNormanBC.comSee all our listings at ...

200 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

LAND & HOME SITES:
497 Cherokee Point Dr - $495,000, FMLS #5996915 
00 Roscoe Collette Rd - $280,000, FMLS #5986389 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #1 - $150,000, FMLS #6501576 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #2 - $150,000, FMLS #65502023
70 Foothills Pkwy, #3 - $175,000, FMLS #6502025
2528 Turnbury Lane, $149,000, FMLS #6028670  
2107 McElroy Mtn Drive, $145,000, FMLS #5992403 
2111 McElroy Mtn Drive - $123,900, FMLS #5982288 
2592 Summit Drive W, $110,000, FMLS #6037751 
240 Sanderlin Mtn Drive - $89,000, FMLS #5971075 
8115 Disharoon Drive - $89,000, FMLS #6124867
112 Disharoon Drive - $80,000, FMLS #5868565
00 Valley View Drive - $79,900, FMLS #5829591
2653 Sconti View Drive - $79,000, FMLS #6088686 
273 Andes Ridge - $65,000, FMLS #6074686
273 Andes Ridge Rd - $65,000, FMLS #6074686 
152 Bellflower Drive - $35,000, FMLS #6072795 
2474 Wedgewood Drive - $40,000, FMLS #6006601 
2472 Wedgewood Drive - $35,000, FMLS #6006648 
889 Cherokee Trail, $25,000, FMLS #5992396
327 Woodland Trace, $10,000, FMLS #6122951  

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

81 Gentle Dove Walk • $269,000
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6010870

948 Deer Run Ridge • $269,000
4BR/2BA, FMLS #6013124

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

49 Locust Lane • $249,900
3BR/3.5BA, FMLS #5978287

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

5618 Highway 52 • $1,895,000
FMLS #5975072

PRIVATE LAKE 

39 Poplar Circle • $279,900
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6061713

CHARMING CABIN

37 Warbler Way • $1,495,000 
6BR/6FB/2HB, FMLS #6000489

STUNNING LAKEFRONT LISTING

162 Alpine Drive, Jasper • $179,900 
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6084427

NEW LISTING

84 Sourwood Circle • $390,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6004035

NEW PRICE

112 Overlook Ct • $599,000
5BR/3FB/3HB, FMLS #5970854

589 Columbine Drive • $365,000
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6013875

NEW PRICE

Broker/Owner

Doug 
Hosmer

 Maggie 
Hosmer 

Jay 
Foster

Bert 
Sellars

Pat 
Thuman 

Shelby 
Collins

Sam 
Naff

Paul
Foretich

Jack
Updegraff

Tania                        
Baaske

Rosemarie 
Heindel

Dave
Patton

Helen 
Carlock

Sandra 
Jones

NEW LISTING

390 Mountain Mint Drive • $199,000
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #5925188

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

457 Summit Drive • $999,999
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6116357

NEW LISTING 

11 Wood Poppy Court • $850,000
5BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6086299

NEW LISTING

401 Summit Drive • $650,000
4BR/3FB/3HB, FMLS #6024412

NEW PRICE 

207 Muirfield Way • $425,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6034498

NEW LISTING 

230 Chestnut Rise Trail • $219,900 
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6079803

NEW PRICE 

776 Black Bear Trail • $750,000
6BR/6.5BA, FMLS #6042958

NEW PRICE

1114 Quail Cove Drive • $276,000
2BR/3BA, FMLS #6044512

NEW PRICE

Mark
Malone

602 Bellflower Drive • $197,900
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6503700

NEW LISTING 

15 Wild Turkey Lane • $359,900
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #6050376

NEW PRICE

74 Strawberry Way • $319,900
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6078545

NEW LISTING 

417B Sconti Ridge • $89,500
 1BR/1BA, FMLS #5884659

FURNISHED CONDO

Alison 
Anderson

SOLD

63 The Paddock • $549,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6092543

NEW LISTING

25 Troon Circle • $439,000
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6092565

NEW LISTING

59 Wilderness Trail • $224,900 
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6045644

ELLIJAY!

86 Sconti Ridg, Unit 415A • $119,000
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6089800

NEAR AMENITIES 

Visit our unique community and beautiful new homes

147 Shetland Trace • $398,500
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #5756451

SOLD

156 Sanderlin Mtn Drive S., • $324,900
3BR/2BA, FMLS #5988817

NEW PRICE

SOLD SOLD

SOLD

997 Hunters Trace • $425,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6112603

NEW LISTING 

NEW PRICE

1364 Valley View Drive • $249,900
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #6114168

NEW PRICE

SOLD

75 Bells Ferry Rd NE • $160,000
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6075207

NEW LISTING 

SOLD

Alice 
Lee 

Wanda
Stewart

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

92 Hillside Drive • $425,000 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6119104  

NEW LISTING

N. GA’s Premier
55+ Community

Both Inventory Homes
Listed For $399,900!

1171 Deer Run Ridge • $325,000 
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6506952

NEW LISTING

134 Beech Fern Knoll • $549,000 
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6124147

NEW LISTING

393 Red Coat Pass • $395,000 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6502449

NEW LISTING

287 Shetland Trace • $369,500 
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6123806

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

140 Sconti Rdge, Unit 424 • $179,000 
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6124889

NEW LISTING

SOLD

34 Sconti Ridge • $138,000
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6503544

NEW LISTING 
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FRAN FARIAS, Agent
Phil Farias, Marketing
www.FranFarias.com
770-668-0222

GET TO A BETTER STATETM

CALL ME TODAY.

New addition – Remodeled – 
Call for HOME insurance quote
I know life doesn’t come with a 
schedule. That’s why at State Farm 
you can always count on me for 
whatever you need – 24/7, 365.

Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day...

Big Canoe Resident Since 2000

BY BOB LITTELL 

T
ED Talks have fostered a flurry 
of interest at Big Canoe with 
its inaugural 2108 season. As a 
result, the Knowledge Series will 

continue these in February and March 2019: 
“The Best of TED Talks.” These very short 
talks—typically 15-20 minutes or less—are 
made by some of the most brilliant minds 
on the planet, covering almost any imagin-
able topic. Due to limited publicity about 
our February date, we will repeat the same 
program in March.
 The March 7 TED Talks will feature 
two speakers. Robert Waldinger will speak 
on “What is happiness really all about, and 
what does it mean to have a life well-lived.” 
Waldinger is the third project head of the 
Harvard Adult Development Study span-
ning over 75 years.  Instead of having to ask 
people to look back over their lives to find 
out what they remembered—when they 
were happiest, etc., this study is a living 
document of 724 Harvard men and tracking 
each of them—their work as well as their 
family life. About 60 of them are still alive 
and still reporting. And don’t think they all 
came from affluent families. Two separate 
groups were chosen: one who were all 
sophomores at Harvard in 1938 and most, 
after graduation, went off to WWII. The 
second group was specifically chosen from 
among Boston’s poorest neighborhoods. 

You will find the results very eye-opening 
and provocative and maybe even another 
reason why we love Big Canoe.

How trees talk to each other 
 Second, Suzanne Simard will discuss 
“How Trees Talk to Each Other.” Without 
giving anything away about her life-long 
dedication to this topic, it will change the 
way you walk our 25+ miles of trails within 
our forests and fields in Big Canoe.
 These TED Talks will be held 4:30 to 
6 p.m. in the Mountains Grille Room of 
The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti on Thurs-
day March 7.  While there is no admission 
charge, wine, beer, bottled water and soft 
drinks will be available for purchase from 4 
p.m. when registration begins.
 For further information about these 
TED Talks, please contact Bob Littell at 
chiefnetweaver@gmail.com or Ken Dutter 
at kpdutter@bellsouth.net. Members of the 
2019 Advisory Council of The Knowledge 
Series are Calvert (Cal) Johnson, Chair; Gay 
Abbott, Bob Anderson, Bob Bachman, Jim 
Crupi, Ken Dutter, Teresa Freeman, Rhonda 
Gallaspy, and Bob Littell.
 Reservations are required to ensure 
a seat by registering online on the www.
bigcanoepoa.org website listing of up-
coming events, or by emailing tsawyer@
bigcanoepoa.org. Attendance is limited to 
the first 100 reservations. Cancellation is 
required by 3 p.m. on Wednesday March 6, 
the day prior to the TED Talks.

BY CALVERT JOHNSON

“U
sing the Arts as a Catalyst 
for Healing” is the topic 
of the March 17 program 
of the Knowledge Series, 

featuring Susan Anderson. The presentation 
begins at 4:30 p.m. in the Mountains Grille 
Room of The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti, 
preceded by registration, beverages and 
conversation at 4 p.m.
 Susan Anderson is founder and CEO of 
the ArtReach Foundation® (ArtReach) www.
artreachfoundation.org, an international 
non-profit, active since 1999, dedicated to 
children and adults in their recovery from 
the traumatic effects from war, violence, or 
natural disaster.
 ArtReach offers training programs to 
teachers, social workers and healthcare 
providers. The ArtReach model training 
approach incorporates an integrative use of 
the creative arts therapies within a psycho-
dynamic group process. ArtReach is head-
quartered in Atlanta and is also a registered 
non-government organization (NGO) in 
Jordan. 
 Sponsored by the Big Canoe POA, The 
Knowledge Series supports life-long learn-
ing and offers compelling monthly presen-
tations by dynamic speakers and discussion 
groups on literary, artistic, international, 

TED Talks on Thursdays 
at Mountains Grille Room

Knowledge Series presents 
‘Arts as a Catalyst for Healing’

national and 
regional topics 
of interest and 
significance. 
Future pro-
grams of The 
Knowledge Se-
ries this season 
will include:
       • April 7, 
2019: Amy Pe-
lissero, Head 
of School, 

Global Village 
Project, Decatur, with special appearance 
by Elise Witt, the music instructor at the 
school 
       • May 5, 2019: Catherine Lewis, Ken-
nesaw State University, “Eisenhower, Golf, 
and Cold War Politics”
       Reservations are required to ensure 
a $7 seat at the presentation by register-
ing online on the www.bigcanoepoa.org 
website listing of upcoming events, or by 
emailing tsawyer@bigcanoepoa.org. Atten-
dance is limited to the first 100 reservations. 
Registration at the door at the time of the 
program is $10. Cancellation is required by 
3:00 p.m. on Friday March 15. Without a 
cancellation, the appropriate POA account 
will be charged in keeping with standard 
clubhouse policy.

 The annual Big Canoe Volunteer 
Fair is scheduled for April 12 from 9 -11 
a.m. at the Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
 The list of organizations that will 
be represented this year come from 
both inside and outside Big Canoe and 
include: Big Canoe Animal Rescue, 
Community Thrift Store, Good Shep-
herd Clinic, Ferst Readers of Pickens, 
The Academy at Double H Ranch, 
Angels on Horseback, The Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative, and various 
Big Canoe Property Owners Associa-
tion committees. 
 In total more than 30 organiza-
tions will be represented allowing 
more then an ample opportunity for 
you to vote for the kind of community 
you want to live in. Please think about 
and then take the time to volunteer. 
You will get more out of the expe-
rience than you give, besides door 
prizes will be awarded, register when 
checking in.

Big Canoe wants you
for 2019 Volunteer Fair

“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in 

elections once a year but when you volunteer, you vote every day 

about the kind of community you want to live in.”

~ Variously attributed to Unknown, Marjorie Moore

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

 Sixteen members of the Big Canoe Car 
Club took a road trip Saturday, February 
23 to Gateway Classic Cars’ warehouse 
on McFarland Road where more than 200 
classic and exotic cars are housed. The 
cars, on consignment from car buffs all 
over the country, range from Ford to Rolls 
Royce in all colors and models. On the last 
Saturday of each month Gateway sponsors 
a “Caffeine & Chrome” event with free 

coffee and pastries and access to the ware-
house. Gateway was started 1n 1999 and 
has 18 locations around the U.S. Gateway 
Classic Cars is located at 1870 McFarland 
Pkwy, Alpharetta and is open Monday –
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The Big Canoe Car Club is open to all Big 
Canoe residents who enjoy cars and the 
fellowship of others. For more information 
contact Elaine DeNiro at ediniro@
bellsouth.net or Melody Saunders at 
melody.saumders@gmail.com. 

Susan Anderson.

Red seems to be a popular color for restored cars.

The interior of this 1950s Chrysler is like new.

Big Canoe Car Club 
event coordinators 

Melody Saunders and Elaine 
DeNiro admire a 1965 Ford 
tangerine-colored Mustang. 

PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL
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Meets 2nd Monday of each month
5:30 to 6:30pm
Conference room adjacent to cafeteria
1266 Highway 515 S  •  Jasper, Georgia 30143

Dr. Rosa Langella, Medical Director

Feel free to attend if you or someone you care for is  
dealing with any stage of breast cancer. 

Open environment in which to share information under  
the direction of Dr. Rosa Langella, Breast Surgeon. 

Light refreshments provided.
For more information, call 706.299.5564.

©2019 Piedmont Healthcare 07757-0219 

Piedmont Mountainside  
Breast Cancer  
Support Group

R
on Webb, former FBI agent 
and former president of North 
Georgia Veterans, will speak 
at the April 10 North Georgia 

Veterans luncheon on the subject “Media 
Bias Against the Vietnam War.”
 Webb served in the U.S. Air Force as 
an air policeman from 1962 to 1966 with 
a tour in Vietnam in 1965-66. He has a 
Bachelors degree in Criminal Justice from 
Georgia State University and a Masters 
degree in Public Administration from 
Central Michigan University.
 Webb served four years with the 
Georgia State Patrol and six years as a 
special agent with the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation.  In 1978, he was appointed 
as a special agent with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and served 22 years 
attaining executive rank as an assistant 
special agent in charge.  
 Webb retired from the FBI in 2000 
and moved to Sautee Nacoochee in north-
east Georgia in 2006.   He is a member 
and Trustee of the Nacoochee United 
Methodist Church where he is the past 

president of the Men's Group.  
 He has served as past president of 
the North Georgia Veterans, headquar-
tered in Big Canoe and is the founder 
and current president of the Northeast 
Georgia Veterans Society, headquar-
tered in Cleveland, Ga. Webb is also 
vice-chairman of the Society of Former 
Special Agents of the FBI in Atlanta and 
vice-chairman of the White County, 
Georgia Republican Party.  
 Webb is married to Debbie Clark 
Webb, and has two daughters and four 
grandchildren.  
 Those who have served in the armed 
forces of the United States are invited to 
join other veterans for lunch and fel-
lowship on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month in the Mountains Grille at the Big 
Canoe clubhouse.  Cost is $17 per person 
and includes a buffet lunch. North Geor-
gia Membership is open to all who served 
and received an honorable discharge.  
There is no cost to becoming a member. 
More information and registration infor-
mation can be found at www.ngvets.org.

Former FBI agent to speak 
at April North Georgia Veterans luncheon

Ron Webb.

Heavy rains cause some flooding in Big Canoe 

Torrents of water continue to carry the 
overflow from Lake Petit safely away.

Heavy rains flooded the beach stranding 
the lifeguard's chair.

Popular usually calm waterslide at the 
Swim Club.

Number 2 fairway on Creek course, 
despite good drainage design, couldn’t 
handle the endless heavy rains.

A truck passes over fast-moving spillway from Lake Petit. PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS



12 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  MARCH 2019

Parish Lowrie, Agent
360 W. Church Street, Jasper, GA 30143
706-692-6920 • www.parishlowrie.com

Know
your

neighbor?

I’M THERETM

Full Time Big Canoe Resident

P087075 11/08                      StateFarm—Bloomington, IL                      statefarm.com®

JAY GOLDMAN

POA President’s
Report

JILL PHILMON

GM's
Corner

JILL PHILMON

H
ello, Big Canoe!
       Much has been discussed 
about the in-process Master Plan 
studies being done by Bergin 

Golf and H. Chambers Co. on the other 
amenities. Many of our amenities were de-
veloped more than 40 years ago and passing 
time is taking its toll. These studies are 
being done to help us determine how we 
can maintain what we have. Neighborhoods 
deteriorate slowly. Having objective sets of 
eyes suggesting to us where improvements 
can be made to maintain our community 
will help us control maintenance costs and 
hopefully reduce more significant capital 
expenditures in the future.

Some History
 Let me give you a little background. 
Both of our advisors were engaged after 
separate, competitive bid processes which 
resulted in their selections after this past 
Labor Day. They began their work shortly 
after being appointed.
 The Bergin team is studying our three 
golf courses by evaluating the mechanical 
functionality of each golf hole, developing 
ideas for how the courses could be more fun 
for all skill levels of golfers, and evaluating 
the aesthetics of the courses which is im-
portant to many non-golfers. 
 Chambers conducted several onsite 
visits by several of its professionals to un-
derstand the condition of structures and the 
layout and topography of our property. To 
understand community sentiment, they led 
focus group discussions in early Novem-
ber, 2018 to understand property owner 
concerns and preferences. They are in the 
process now of surveying the community 
to better understand in more detail what 
the community prefers.  While these tasks 
have been ongoing, Chambers is developing 
conceptual ideas for the many facets of our 
amenities and is discussing preliminary 
ideas with our Long-Range Planning Com-
mittee.  All of this will lead to information 
sessions with the community to gain further 
input before a plan with alternative priori-
ties will be developed.

I 
was told that I should keep a list of 
questions and do a Q&A.  Funny thing 
is I have a list already so I am taking 
that advice—and here it goes!

What are we doing about the plant list?
 We have extended the deadline to 
May 1.  If you would like to suggest any ad-
ditions to the plant list, please submit them 
to me at jphilmon@bigcanoepoa.org by 
February 28, including verbiage explaining 
why the plant proposed would be a better 
alternative than the one already on the list.  
There will be an open forum for questions 
and answers at the Community Coffee on 
April 13 prior to the implementation of the 
new list.

When there is a hole in the road, 
why do we not fix it immediately?

 Big Canoe POA does not make in-
house road repairs. When issues or prob-
lems arise or if there are repairs needed 
due to upgrades by the electric company, 
the POA is responsible for these and will 
utilize the services of an asphalt contractor.  
Both Utilities Inc. of Georgia. and Wind-
stream are responsible for their own re-
pairs and have their own contractors.  One 
issue this time of year is inclement weather 
when spreading asphalt. Asphalt does not 
harden in this weather so any repairs made 
to roads during bad weather will just be a 
short-term fix until spring—and all the rain 
has caused the deterioration of the tempo-
rary fix to break down faster.  We ask for 
patience until we have warmer weather. 

I make suggestions and no one 
listens to me. Why?

 The board and staff get many sugges-
tions and I promise you we read them all. If 
your suggestion is not acted upon immedi-
ately, it doesn’t mean we haven’t listened, 
it just means we may not agree the timing 
is right.  I promise you we read emails and 
listen.

Why can’t you be more transparent?
 The dictionary shows the meaning of 
transparency as “characterized by visibility 
or accessibility of information especially 
concerning business practices.”  So, the 
question is, should the staff and board be 
transparent after a decision is made or be-
fore?  I think it’s a little of both. We cannot 
possibly manage a community by asking 
for an opinion for every decision, however, 
should we be open about what has trans-
pired?  Definitely.  In addition, if we find 

that we need input from the community 
we will go back and get feedback, such as 
we have done with the plant list.  We are 
trying to be as transparent as possible.  All 
of us making decisions are homeowners 
just like you and want what is best for this 
community.

Why do we suddenly have all of these 
changes in Food and Beverage?

 The board and finance committee 
for 2019 determined that one of our goals 
was to try and reduce the deficit in food 
and beverage.  By doing that we had to 
make some changes. I have heard the term 
penny pinchers, it is all about making 
money and many other not so positive 
comments.  The problem is you can’t be 
both fiscally responsible and also give 
food and beverage away.  We are trying 
very hard to find a solution that keeps us 
responsible, yet still has a good value for 
the community.  There have been many 
changes in the menu because we are trying 
to find a combination that will both satisfy 
the community while still being able to get 
the food out of our inadequate kitchen in a 
timely manner.  Our executive chef, Hector 
Rosano, is working very hard in creating a 
team that works in a la carte.  Please bear 
with us; we are working on it—I promise.

Why did you cancel 
the Friday night bands? 

 We did not. We just canceled them 
this winter when the weather on the ve-
randa didn’t support service out there and 
we didn’t break even. Bands start back on 
March 15. We will have the bands at differ-
ent times playing both on the Veranda and 
also the Canoe Lodge for a variety.  With 
the new food trailer, we can easily offer 
food service at the Canoe Lodge outside.  
The bands over the next few months are 
listed on the website.  We just want to 
provide a variety for our residents.
 So, these are just a few of the ques-
tions I seem to be asked a lot. Bottom 
line we are trying to do what is fiscally 
responsible, provide a variety of entertain-
ment for our residents, be transparent in 
our decisions and listen to each other. We 
may not please everyone but I assure you 
our motives are sincere and transparent. 
We are having growing pains but, in the 
end, I think all of our goals are the same. 
We want to keep the community a commu-

nity, make sure it is 
sustainable and most 
of all make decisions 
that will keep Big 
Canoe the Brigadoon 
of Georgia. For those 
that don’t understand 
this statement, Google 
Brigadoon and watch 
the movie!

Studies will ‘help us determine 
how we can maintain what we have’

Q and A from Big Canoe’s 
general manager

Some Examples of what is being evaluated
Our Clubhouse

 Our clubhouse generally serves two 
primary purposes today. It is both a dining 
facility and a community center.  As a 
community center, it hosts a large num-
ber of sessions for our almost 100 clubs, 
informational meetings and game activities. 
Throughout the week, our staff arranges 
furniture, tears down tables and chairs and 
some days prepares for the next round of 
meetings. This results in higher payroll 
costs as these people also work as servers 
in many of these same spaces when they 
are used for dining. We need to evaluate if 
these spaces can effectively and efficiently 
accomplish these multiple uses.

Our Golf Courses
  Our three golf courses were completed 
between 25 and 40 years ago. Our advisor 
reports to us that each of our courses has 
issues with its irrigation system, drainage 
and the greens, with the oldest course 
having the worst conditions.  We cannot 
run the risk of an irrigation system failing in 
warmer months or the underground drain-
age system bursting and flooding golf holes.  
Many of our greens are older than industry 
standard useful lives. 

The Wellness Center
 The interior of the wellness center 
is dated. The locker rooms need a major 
refresh. The lockers are not all used so de-

termining a better layout may be useful. The 
roof covering the indoor tennis courts in 
the center leaks and has been repaired many 
times.  All the functional areas used to pro-
vide wellness services need reconsideration 
to ensure that the center is providing the 
services our approximately 1,000 members 
need or want.

The Village Core
 The land and buildings comprising the 
village core were acquired in 2016 as part 
of the so called “land purchase.”  It includes 
several buildings that many, including the 
2017 Land Use Task Force, concluded were 
past their useful lives. The topography is 
very hilly, making repurposing this site a 
challenge. Parking is also an issue. While 
doing any significant renovation here in the 
near term may not be possible, we should 
work toward developing practical alterna-
tive solutions.

Our Postal Facility
 This building is owned by your POA 
and is staffed by employees of the USPS.  
I’m sure almost everyone has experienced 
parking issues on the steep hill surrounding 

the facility which was built more than 40 
years ago. When storage boxes were added 
a couple years ago to accommodate packag-
es shipped by vendors, this addition was not 
able to accommodate the volume, especially 
during the holiday season. We need to se-
riously evaluate building a new facility and 
determining where it should be located.

In Conclusion
 There are many more facilities being 
evaluated. I hope this sample gives you a 
sense of what is being done. Our principal 
focus is ensuring we maintain what we have 
and not let it deteriorate. If, in the course of 
this evaluation, we find opportunities to add 
value to our facilities , and do that at reason-

able cost, we will consid-
er those ideas. The scope 
of this project is large 
and the time frame to 
implement renovations 
will be long.  Underlying 
all these considerations 
will be maintaining the 
nature and character of 
Big Canoe.

JAY GOLDMAN

When post office trucks from the Jasper USPS are unloading mail and packages there have been parking issues. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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• Same-day total joint replacement

• Anterior hip replacement surgery

• Primary & revision hip & knee replacement

• Robotic surgery

Georgia’s 
Joint Replacement 

Leader

Canton
460 Northside Cherokee Blvd, Suite 430

Canton, GA 30115

770-292-6500

Now Serving Cherokee County
As Georgia’s Joint Replacement Leader, our experienced team of 

orthopedic surgeons offers the latest in minimally-invasive joint 

replacement, including anterior hip replacement and partial knee 

replacement to safely return you to activity as soon as possible. 

Our physician, Dr. Jeffrey Garrett, is board-certified, and brings 

over a decade of experience to Cherokee County. 

The industry leaders in rapid recovery, we strive to get you home 

within hours of your surgery, and with less pain.

ArthritisandTotalJoint.com

Alpharetta Location
Jon Minter, DO  •  Jeffrey Garrett, MD

Kenneth Kress, MD 

Cumming Location
Charles DeCook, MD  •  Jeffrey Garrett, MD

Kenneth Kress, MD  •  Jon Minter, DO

Visit us online for more information

GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

“If the enemy is in range, so are you.”
 - Infantry Journal

I
n a divorce, the last thing the un-
happy couple want to think about 
is redoing their beneficiaries and 
estate planning before the separation 

agreement is nailed down and the decree 
is issued.  
 What’s the concern? Well, would you 
really want your estranged spouse bend-
ing over your hospital bed asking “Honey, 
what’s wrong?” while standing on your 
oxygen hose? 
 Similarly, once the decision is made 
to sell a business, the last thing the anx-
ious seller wants to think about is pushing 
a prospective buyer to sign an agreement 
that’s needed before the sales agreement.  
 In a business, it’s a similar strangu-
lation, unless you’ve done that “up front” 
document: a confidentiality agreement 
signed by the prospective buyer. 
 Why? Because you have to protect 
the assets you want to sell from being 
swiped off the bargaining table prema-
turely by a buyer who ultimately isn’t 
buying, for whatever reason.  
 The confidentiality agreement recog-
nizes that buyers want to know as much 
as they can about what they might be 
buying. For example, they’ll want to learn 
about your customers, including who’s 
your contact person at each. What are 
everybody’s cell numbers? When is the 
CEO’s anniversary? 
 Most importantly, what product did 
you sell each customer and at what price?
Similarly, if you have a trade secret, don’t 
be in any hurry to disclose how you do it.  
 What about your employees? If 
there’s a sale, it would be easier for the 
buyer to keep your employees on. The 
buyer will want to know all about them, 
and how much they’re paid, what benefits 
are accruing, all that. 
 All of this—and more—needs to be 
in the confidentiality agreement you want 
the buyer to sign.  Because if the deal 
blows, they’ll know just how much to offer 
your employees to hire them away, who 
buys what from you and at what price, 

Who’s standing on the business air hose?

how your trade secret works, etc. 
 And you don’t want to fall all over 
yourself and start handing over data, 
printouts and tax returns, etc. without 
protecting them first.
 Lest you think “This doesn’t apply to 
me because I’m a service business” or “I’m 

a professional,” it does.  No buyer is going 
to come up with a real purchase price if 
they can’t validate that what they’re buy-

ing is worth it and can at least 
make that money back 

plus some profit.
         What’s in the 

confidentiality agree-
ment? The buyer signs 

on, agreeing not to dis-
close any of the furnished 

information to anybody 
unless You-the-Seller agrees 
to the disclosure first.  (And, 
of course, not everybody in 
the buyer’s company needs 
to know.) 
       Then we recommend 
you go a step further: 
before the prospective 
buyer discloses the 
valuable information 
to anyone outside the 
company—including the 
attorney, the accoun-
tant, the banker—they 
must sign the confi-
dentiality agreement 
as well.

        Isn’t this overkill? 
Not at all. If the deal 
falls apart, You-the-

Jilted-Seller have to be 
in a position to sue or pursue an in-

junction against the runaway buyer if they 
start using your confidential information.
 You don’t want the ex-buyer contact-
ing your customers to sell them the same 
stuff you’d been selling them for years 
. . . and at lower prices, because you’ve 

disclosed how much you’ve been charging 
and now they can undercut you.  
 You don’t want your most valuable 
employees to be pirated away. 
 You don’t want your trade secrets to 
be ex-secrets.
 If any of that is what’s going on, 
you’ve let your valuable company slip 
away for free.  
 So, you can look forward to enjoying 
the quiet.  But it can be either with the 
sale proceeds or without any sale pro-
ceeds. It’s up to you. Just be businesslike 
with your buyer from day one. 

George Fox practices 
in Sandy Springs and 
Big Canoe, and is also 
Adjunct Professor in 
Emory Law School's 
Center for Transaction-
al Law. Questions are 
welcome; reach him at 
Fox@GaLaw.com or on 
Facebook. He also cau-

tions that what's above is not legal advice, 
and you should seek professional advice 
before doing or not doing something based 
on this material.

GEORGE FOX

"You have to protect 
the assets you want to 
sell from being swiped 

off the bargaining table 
prematurely by a buyer 

who ultimately isn’t 
buying."
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438 RED FOX DRIVE
$779,000 • 5BR/5.5BA 

Beautiful mountain views. 
3car garage w/pool & hot tub. 

Want Your Home SOLD?
Please call me.

Ask For Steve

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

65 WRENS NEST 186 CHOCTAW RIDGE 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $369,900 • 4BR/4BA

Mountain views, two beds on 
main, two master suites.

201 WOODLAND TRACE 
$329,500 • 4BR/3.5BA

Log Cabin on stream across 
from Indian Rocks Park. 

727 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE196 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
. 

Results Speak Volumes
I had 62 Closings in 2018 (up from 52 in 2017)
Includes 39 of my listings that sold in 2018

29 BUTTERCUP LANE

23 RESTING BEAR 
. 

229 TEABERRY TRAIL
. 

77 WOOD FERN KNOLL 
. 

372 SYCAMORE TRAIL 

460 RIDGEVIEW WAY
. 

 5044 SANDERLIN DRIVE 
. 

 553 BUCK SKULL RIDGE

219 INDIAN PIPE DRIVE
. 

57 WOOD POPPY CT 
. 

315 CHOCTAW PASS
. 

472 RED FOX DRIVE

3306 WILDERNESS PKWY 
. 

193 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
$499,900 • 4BR/4.5BA
Very private yard. Rock 

Bottom Price. Near amenities.
New HVAC. Price includes 

many furnishings.

1118 WRENS NEST 297 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

59 WOODSTREAM PT 
. 

 28 WRENS NEST

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLDSOLD

842 COLUMBINE DRIVE

135 MALLARD COVE
$779,000 • 4BR/3BA

270 ft of Lake Petit shoreline. 
Unbelievable views. 

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLDSOLD
382 OWLS BROWS 

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

276 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

30 GREEN HERON

122 FOX CLAW

SOLD

15 LAUREL RIDGE PT

169 BLUESTERN NW
$579,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Spacious Wildcat Custom. 2 
beds and office on main. 

9001 HUNTERS TRACE

1664 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$549,000 • 4BR/4BA

Spectacular NE long range 
Mtn view. Very spacious. 

411 SANDERLIN MTN DR S.

T E S T I M O N I A L S

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

2146 CRESTED FERN

SOLD

199 WILD GINGER CIRCLE115 TWIN CREEKS DRIVE

SOLD

253 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

SOLDSOLD

2612 HIGHLAND TRAILS

SOLD

314 RED COAT PASS
$429,000 • 3BR/2BA

Beautiful level yard. Near Main 
Gate. One floor living, no steps.

High ceilings. Large Deck. 
Level yard.

SOLD

467 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

SOLD

341 SYCAMORE TRAIL 
$525,000 • 4BR/4BA

Blackwell Creek neighborhood. 
Near Gate & trails. Mtn views. 

SOLD
100 FALCON HEIGHTS

SOLD

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$464,000 • 4BR/3.5BA
Completely  upgraded  

Choctaw Village designed 
cottage. Move in ready.

Gorgeous home.

104 TWIN CREEKS

75 MALLARD COVE

SOLD

SOLD

6193 BELL FLOWER DR.

SOLD

2536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$339,500 • 3BDS/3BA

Privacy abundant. Adjacent to 
hiking trail. Long range views. 

39 WHITE ASTER LANE
$729,000 • 4BR/4.5BA

Gorgeous Award Winning 
home in Wildcat 
neighborhood. 

SOLD SOLD SOLD

65 LAUREL RIDGE
$259,900 • 3BD/3.5BA
Great value for vacation/

rental within walking  
distance to fitness center/

swim club, close to amenities.

80 TWIN CREEKS DR
$389,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Like new 2012 construction, 
beautiful outdoor living

space, shows like model, near 
Main Gate & Amenities.

141 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$449,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Beautiful Rustic Craftsman 
near Clubhouse, amenities, 

and Main Gate. Walk to 
hiking trail. Move in ready.

5529 Red Fox @ $279k - 3.5 acres backing to Dawson Forest w/big views NE.
7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.
8269 Cox Mtn Lane @ $159,900 - Long range mountain views from 2 acre 
   homesite. Near amenities and Gate. On prestigious Cox Mountain.
3576 Blazingstar @ $119k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end 
   of cul de sac, in Wildcat.

804 Isuba Trail @ $75k - Walk to Clubhouse, end of cul de sac, Choctaw Village.
7207 Ridgeview @ $79k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value.
6028 Buckskull Ridge @ $129,000 - Estate 4.4 acre homesite w/mtn views,
   close to amenities, easy build.
2249 Sunuwa Way @ $69k. Near N. Gate on 1acre very buildable. Great value.

HOMESITES

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

UNDER CONTRACT

95 LAUREL RIDGE
$279.900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Mountain views from pristine 
cottage near amenities. 

Walk to Wellness Center and 
outdoor pool/beach. Great 

second home/rental.

NEW LISTING

291 CARBINE DRIVE
BALLGROUND • $799,900

Estate home and guest house on 
16 private acres, approx. 2 miles 

from Big Canoe. Main house 
garage has space for 7 cars.

 

NEW LISTING

Excellent service from start to 
finish. Sold our home within 
week of listing. He solved a very 
time sensitive issue during the 
closing which was key to closing 
as scheduled. 

I highly recommend Steve 
Yambor.

  Greg E.

Excellent Service
I cannot begin to tell you how great you were 
as my Agent.  You stuck with me thru the long 
haul.  When I needed things done if I did not 
know who to get to fix it, you always came thru 
for me.  

You did a wonderful job and are so professional.  
I could not have asked for a more helpful and 
nice person to act as my Agent.  You truly 
cared about selling my house for me.  You 
went way above and beyond the call of duty.

Thank you for everything,  
                    Emily M.

Wonderful Job
Steve was wonderful in assisting with the 
sale of our home. After multiple attempts 
with other agents, Steve had our house 
under contract in 1 week with a great offer! 

Steve was available to help with every 
aspect of getting us ready for closing and 
made everything run so smoothly! 

We definitely recommend Steve and would 
use him again in a heartbeat!!

       Julie

Smooth Run

Working with Steve was such a 
positive experience. He was kind, 
professional, and willing to work 
with us to make our dream come 
true. I highly recommend you 
meet with him to see how he can 
help you!”

  Krystal A.

 

Positive 
Experience

NEW PRICE
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BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

T
wo new businesses that opened 
in Jasper are off to a good 
start—and women run both.
       Culver’s, famous in the 

Midwest for its “Butter Burger,” frozen 
custard, and fried cheese curd side dish, 
opened a restaurant in Jasper off Highway 
515 on Noah Drive near the Walmart.
 Just down the road, Twins Car Wash, 
owned by Taylor and Madison Brainard, 
opened on January 9.
 Culver’s is headquartered in Sauk 
City, Wisconsin where it was founded by 
Craig and Lea Culver with Craig’s parents, 
George and Ruth. Jasper Culver’s is owned 
by Tim Auseth who grew up in Wisconsin.
 “We’re from Wisconsin and slowly 
moving south,” Jasper Culver’s General 
Manager Elizabeth Oswald told Smoke 
Signals.
 Oswald has worked for Culver’s for 
two years. She says the Jasper location, 
which opened January 14, is doing well.
 “Everything has been awesome, the 
customers have been great and the em-
ployees have been great,” Oswald said.

New businesses in Jasper off to a good start

The menu at Culver’s is comprehensive and includes lots of frozen custard desserts. PHOTO 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Culver’s employee Paula Watson 
during opening day lunchtime. PHOTO BY 

JIM FRANCIS

Owner Tim Auseth cuts the ribbon at the 
grand opening of Culver’s in Jasper. PHOTO BY 

JIM FRANCIS

Twins Madison and Taylor Brainard are 
owners of Twins Car Wash in Jasper. PHOTO 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL

A crowded afternoon at the Twins Car Wash in Jasper. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Free use of vacuums, air guns, towels and 
cleaners are available at 24 stations at 
Twins Car Wash. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com  

N
early 20 Dawson County resi-
dents stood before the county’s 
planning commission and told 
officials different reasons why 

the application to re-zone Crystal Falls 
should be denied. And it worked. 
 The Dawson County Planning Com-
mission voted unanimously to deny recom-
mendation of an application to re-zone the 
Crystal Falls Lake and Golf Club community. 
 Developer Jim King requested the 
re-zoning on behalf of the property owner, 
Dawson Cherokee Capital, LLC. The plan 
requested 1,012 homes on 1,038 acres, which 
King said meets the Comprehensive Plan as 
it does not exceed one unit per acre. King 
said the reason for the request was because 
the owner is “losing well over a million 
dollars a year to keep the golf course run-
ning” and stressed the need for quick action 
because “the family is struggling and needs 
to make a change less it turn into another 
Gold Creek.”
 King said only five homes and a few 
additional lots have been sold to date. 
 The plan is to market the new devel-
opment to “an age-targeted 55+” because 
empty nesters like smaller lots with little 
or no maintenance and the “off the beaten 
path” locations, King said. He predicted 
sales to be roughly 50 homes per year.

Citizens speak out 
against re-zoning application

 Martene Carleton addressed “the detri-
mental impact” the rezoning would have on 
the residential and agricultural area, adding 

that she spoke for neighbors in Pickens and 
Cherokee counties as well. 
 The requested changes are because 
the first plan failed and the owners want 
to recoup their costs at the expense of the 
agricultural community, Carleton said. 
The smells from chicken house and animal 
farms, the stench from Eagle Point Landfill, 
and noise from Atlanta Motorsports 
Park and River Bend Gun Club were 
other reasons Carleton cited as soon-to-
be complaints from the proposed new 
homeowners. 
 “Simply because someone’s investment 
has failed, does not give you the right to 
ruin the quality of life that all of us here en-
joy,” Helen Hinley told the elected officials. 

Roadways and traffic
 Hinley also brought up the issue of 
roads still in need of repairs from logging 
trucks and heavy-duty construction 
equipment used to create the community 
years ago.
 “Dawson County has not, for some 
reason, been able to find the money to pave 
those roads,” Hinley said. “If we can’t do 
that, let’s please not bring in more density, 
more people and more construction. We 
were promised that all the high density 
would remain out at the 400 Corridor. We 
expect those promises to be kept.”
 Mallory Herman, a former Alpharetta 
horse farm owner, recalled how her family 
was forced out by big developments and 
moved to western Dawson County. 
 “We moved here for peace and to be 
able to have horses,” Herman said. “I have 
to go clear across the road with my trailer, 
basically in 

It was nearly a full house as concerned 
citizens attended the February 19 Planning 
Commission and voice their opposition to a 
re-zoning application for Crystal Lake. PHOTOS 

BY DENISE RAY

Martene Carleton and her son, Chad, 
address members of the Dawson County 
Planning Commission with their concerns 
about the Crystal Lake development. “The 
requested changes are because the first 
plan failed and the owners want to recoup 
their costs at the expense of the agricultural 
community, Carleton said

“We were promised that all the high density would remain out at the 400 Corridor. We expect those promises to be kept.”

Dawson planning commission opposes Crystal Falls rezoning
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 On opening day, free Butter Burgers 
for a year were given to the first 50 cus-
tomers.
 “They were lined up around the build-
ing at 7 a.m.,” Oswald said.
 Butter Burger is named so because 
of the toasted, buttered bun the burger is 
served with.
 There are 694 Culver’s nationwide 
with 13 in Georgia and three in some stage 
of opening. Food is made to order and 
the concept is referred to as “fast casual 
dining” rather than “fast food.”
 The menu is comprehensive with 
an array of salads, dinners, chicken and 
burger selections and sides that include 
lightly fried Wisconsin cheese curds. Des-
serts include fresh frozen custard made 
throughout the day.
 Hours of operation are 10:30 a.m. until 
10 p.m. daily. More information about Cul-
ver’s can be found at www.culvers.com.

Twins Car Wash
 Twins Car Wash owners are indeed 
twins. They grew up in Roswell with a 
second home in Ellijay.
 “We are from Roswell and are blessed 
to have a mountain cabin in Ellijay,” Taylor 
said. “So we pass Jasper all of the time go-

ing up and down 515. Every time we come 
down from the mountain we say ‘where 
can we get our car washed.’ We are really 
happy to be here.”
 The twins graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina in May. 
 “While we were applying for jobs all 
over, our dad approached us and said, ‘I 
think I am serious about this (opening a 
car wash in Jasper). Is this something you 
would want to help us out with?’ We said 
that’s the best opportunity we could hope 
for. It’s really cool that we have been able 
to do it with our dad.”
 The soft opening of Twins was Jan-
uary 9 and they offered a special free car 
wash until January 18. 
 “The free wash was not advertised,” 
Taylor said. “But word-of-mouth worked. 
We washed 400 cars on January 15.”
 After going through the automatic 
car wash tunnel, customers are welcome 
to use the free vacuums, air guns, towels, 
window cleaner and all-purpose cleaners. 
There are 24 vacuum stations. Monthly 

unlimited wash packages are also offered. 
Cameras at the pay capture license plate 
numbers and automatically open the gate 
for those who have purchased a package.
 “We think we have the best state-
of-the-art equipment in the area and it is 
made in the USA,” Madison said. “It cleans, 
polishes, waxes, tire shines and dries your 
car for you without anyone touching it.”
 Apparently, working with dad has 
been okay for the twins.
 “We have spent more time with him 
than we ever have,” Taylor said. “It’s been 
really, really fun.”
 More information and pricing can be 
found at twinscarwash.com.
 Hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. every day 
unless the temperature is 32 degrees or 
lower.

Attorney Mike Bray challenged the credibility of the proposed changes when he addressed the 
Dawson County Planning Commission, citing the inclusion of the words “if it works out” that 
are in the proposal.

The

We carry Workers’ Comp and General Liability
Brad & Melanie Smith, Owners

•  ESTABLISHED 1979  •

770-420-9300
• Sweeping

• Prefabricated & Masonry Fireplaces

• Nationally Certified GA Firefighter, Ret.

• Fully Licensed & Insured
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BUDGET®

BLINDS
Style and service for every budget.®

SERVING CANTON, WALESKA, BALL GROUND, 
JASPER, TALKING ROCK AND BIG CANOE

Horizontal Blinds • Cellular Shades • Specialty Shaped Windows
Certified Lutron Smart Shade Dealer • Plantation Shutters

Custom Soft Window Treatments-Drapery • Roman Shades and Valances
Exterior Porch Shades • Commercial Window Coverings

Solar / Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds • Woven Wood Shades
Solar Film / Custom Panel Inserts

Over 25 Major Manufacturers represented!

March Motorization Sale
Take an additional 10% OFF all motorized honey comb and 

roller shades INCLUDING Lutron Serena Smart Shades. 
Must present coupon at consultation.  Expiration March 31, 2019

678-445-5657 • https://budgetblinds.com/canton

Jesse Thomas Faucette 
November 3, 1933 – December 15, 2018

J
esse Thomas (Tom) Faucette was 
born on November 3, 1933 to Mattie 
and Jesse Faucette, Sr. in Hayesville, 
N.C. He passed away at Piedmont 

Mountainside Hospital in Jasper, Ga. on 
December 15, 2018.  Tom was the young-
est and only surviving sibling of five 
brothers and two sisters.
 After high school in Kernersville, 
N.C., he joined the Navy and served eight 
years during the Korean War.  After hon-
orable discharge he attended Jacksonville 
University and graduated in three years 
with a degree in accounting.
 Tom and his wife Donnie were part 
timers in Big Canoe for 10 years from 
1986; in 1996 they became permanent 
residents and built their retirement home 
in Wedgewood.  He loved Big Canoe and 
always told people the only way they 
could get him out was “feet first.”
 His career took many turns: he was 
proprietor of Ga. Glass & Metal Company 
for several years before joining Linetec, a 
division of Apogee, as a sales rep for the 

Southern states, which earned him the 
title of Most Distinguished Sales Rep for 
the company.  While still employed he 
hosted the “Linetec Open” here at Big Ca-
noe for several years with more than 50 
people from across the country attending.
 Tom was an accomplished golfer 

In Memoriam

F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y
New Patients Always Welcome!

127 South Main St., Jasper, GA 30143 
706-253-3567

Eric S. Pryor, DMD

©MMXIX Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s International Realty logo are registered (or unregistered) service marks used with permission. 
Each O�  ce Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal Housing Opportunity. 

 ATLANTAFINEHOMES.COM  |  770.442.7300

Big Canoe. $79,000 
285 Bear Creek Drive

1.1+/- Acres FMLS: 6056185
Babs Price

404.697.2008

Savannah, Georgia
$1,375,000

207 East Hall Street
Celia Dunn

Sotheby’s International Realty

Your best life begins with a home that inspires you.™

KG Rug Spa
Now Open
in Dawsonville!

Call (706) 525-1638 for details
30 Industrial Park Rd #105, Dawsonville, GA 30534 

Nearby Dawsonville location, near North Ga. Outlet mall.

www.kgrugspa.com

Persian, Oriental, and Area Rug Deep Clean and Full Bath Submission
Pet Accidents/Urine Stain/Odor Removal

Fringe Detailing
Dust/Dander Removal

Custom Cut Rug Padding
Pick Up and Delivered

• Buy One Rug Cleaning, 2nd Cleaning 50% off! •
(Offer expires February 28th, 2019)

FINALLY your Beautiful Rugs 
can have a WORLD-CLASS Luxury Service 

brought to you by a Highly reputable 
name you can always count on!

Tom Faucette (seated) with (l. to r.) wife Donnie, Mike Huckabee and step-daughter 
Cindy Bilbo at a 2017 taping of the Mike Huckabee television show in Nashville. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF THE FAUCETTE FAMILY.  

with a single digit handicap during his 
prime.  He introduced his wife Donnie 
to golf and claimed to have taught her 
everything she knew about golf.  They 
played lots of golf together—that is until 
she started beating him!
 He served as president of the Big 
Canoe Men’s Golf Association; co-chaired 
the Good Samaritan Golf Tournament 
one year and set a new watermark for 
monies raised.
 Tom had been a member of the Big 
Canoe Chapel since 2002.  When the Big 
Canoe Chapel Men’s Fellowship group 
was looking to increase support of those 
in need in Pickens and Dawson counties, 
Tom stepped up, organized and ran the 
fundraising golf tournament for a number 
of years.  All of the local businesses knew 
when Tom came calling exactly what he 
wanted and were more than happy to 
contribute to such a great cause.
 He loved people and loved helping 
those around him.  He took a special in-
terest in Martha Adkins, a member of the 
choir who was struggling after the death 

of her husband. Tom was instrumental 
in helping her purchase a treetopper and 
also helped Martha get a reliable car.  
He made sure her needs were met and 
worked with the Men’s Fellowship Group 
to redo her deck and stairs.
 His family was able to take Tom on 
his last mini-vacation to Nashville for 
Christmas in 2017 and attend the live 
taping of the Mike Huckabee show, which 
Tom thoroughly enjoyed.  He had his pic-
ture taken with Mike and that was extra 
special for him.
 He is survived by his wife, Donnie 
Faucette, a son, Jesse T. Faucette, III and 
daughter, Lisa Waechter and family of 
Jacksonville, Fla.; two step-sons, Johnny 
and Gregory Bilbo, and step-daughter, 
Cindy Bilbo along with a number of 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
 Memorial Services were held at Big 
Canoe Chapel on December 27, 2018, with 
Rev. Len Walker and Rev. Lamar Helms 
officiating.  A reception was held in the 
Broyles Center following the service. 
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Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400
E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com
Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

SHELBY COLLINS
Associate Broker Accredited Buyer’s Representative
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE FOR LUXURY HOME MARKETING

Accredited Staging Professional

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West $110,000
Great View of Lake and Mountains 

n 112 Disharoon $80,000 - VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 7024 Sourwood Circle $24,999
Interior View!! Level Lot!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll $25,000

n 152 Bellflower Drive $35,000
Seasonal Ridgeline View!

n 327 Woodland Trace $10,000
Corner of Woodland Trace and Lone Wolf

699 TURNBURY LANE
$885,000 • FMLS #5984625

4 Bedrooms-3 Full/3 Half Baths

UNDER CONTRACT IN 17 DAYS!

GREAT VIEW!

34 SCONTI RIDGE~ UNIT 405
$138,000 • FMLS #6503544

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
UPDATED!

Lake and Golf Course View

NEW LISTING

176 YANEWA PATH
$425,000 • FMLS #5993566

3 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Located close to North Gate and Trails

Beautiful Mountain Cottage!

MOUNTAIN CHARMER

123 BLUESTERN DRIVE SE
$899,000 • FMLS #6009930

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras and Upgrades

Prestigious Wildcat Location

LONG RANGE VIEW!

81 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$269,000 • FMLS #6010870

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Great Outdoor Spaces
Serenity in the Woods

PRIVACY!!

11 POPLAR CIRCLE
$340,000 • FMLS #5923981

4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Like New--Near Village

Main Level Office • Bonus Room

NEW PRICE

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
$650,000 • FMLS #6024412

4 Bedrooms/3 Full Baths/3 Half Baths
Fabulous View and Convenient Location
Beautiful Landscaping-Gardeners Dream

VIEW!!!

25 TROON CIRCLE
$439,000 • FMLS #6092565

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
On Golf Course 

Wonderful Outdoor Spaces

NEW LISTING

33 CHOCTAW
$415,700 • FMLS #5973304

5 Bedrooms-4.5 Baths

ONLY 9 DAYS ON MARKET!

NEW LISTING

BIG CANOE LOTS

39 POPLAR CIRCLE
$279,900 • FMLS #6061713

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated!

Separate Guest Apartment

NEW LISTING

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$799,000 • FMLS #6042958

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Privacy and a View

Inlaw Suite~3 Car Garage

207 MUIRFIELD WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6034498

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras

Golf Course Location

NEW LISTING

404 OWLS BROW
$249,900 • FMLS #6028755 

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Lakeside Neighborhood; Updated but 

loaded with Mountain Ambiance

NEW LISTING

691 TURNBURY LANE 
$850,000 • FMLS #6118927

4 Bedrooms~5.5 Baths Custom Home - 
3 Car Garage - Golf Course and Lake Views 

Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME

63 THE PADDOCK
$549,000 • FMLS #6092543

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

NEW LISTING

320 CHEROKEE TRAIL
$390,000 • FMLS #6028541

5 Bedroom/3.5 Baths
4 Minutes from North Gate

Custom Built~Beautifully Maintained

NEW LISTING

840 MCELROY MOUNTAIN DRIVE
$899,000 • FMLS #6046390

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
PANORAMIC 60 MILE VIEWS

Loaded with upgrades

VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!

134 BEECH FERN KNOLL
$549,500 • FMLS #6124147

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
3.5 Acres of Natural Gardens. One of the 

most unique properties in Big Canoe

GARDENERS DREAM

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$850,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home
Double Lot-One POA Fee

NEW LISTING

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$390,000 • FMLS #6004035

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW PRICE

37 WARBLER WAY
$1,495,000 • FMLS #6000489

6 Bedrooms/6 Baths/2 Half Baths
Magnificent Lake Front Home!! A rare 
opportunity for a discriminating buyer!

STUNNING LAKEFRONT HOME!

204 SINTI TRAIL
$549,000 • FMLS #5966818

4 Bedrooms 4.5 Baths

UNDER CONTRACT IN 5 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

PRIVATE LOCATION

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME! NEW LISTING

393 RED COAT PASS
$395,000 • FMLS #6502449

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Charm

Beautifully Maintained

457 SUMMIT DRIVE 
$999,999 • FMLS #6116357

4 Bedrooms~ 4.5 Baths
 Custom Home with Panoramic Views

Loaded with upgrades!

FABULOUS HOME

997 HUNTERS TRACE
$425,000 • FMLS #6112603

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

CONVENIENCE AND VIEW

SOLD!

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

1364 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE
$260,000 • FMLS #6114168

3 Bedrooms ~ 2.5 Baths
View, View, View

Charming Mountain Cottage

SOLD! SOLD!SOLD!

Spring Brings Blooming Sales!

PENDING!

92 HILLSIDE WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6119104

4 Bedrooms~4.5 Baths
Perfection with a View!!

Man Cave with Bar!!
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BY TUCKER GREEN
Information Officer, Pickens County  

T
he start of a new year comes 
with lots ahead for Pickens 
County government. Several 
projects will advance in 2019 

including the opening of Pickens Coun-
ty Fire Station #12 off Carlan Road, the 
construction of a new Tate Fire Station, a 
hefty paving schedule, water line exten-
sions, and much more that is developing. 
 Pickens County Fire and Rescue’s 
fleet is expanding to include two new fire 
engines this year. The two engines were 
purchased with SPLOST (Special Purpose 
Local Options Sales Tax) funds as allocat-
ed in the 2014 SPLOST referendum. The 
“twins” as they’ve been dubbed by Pickens 
Fire and Rescue will go into full service as 
soon as all equipment is installed.  
 During the month of January: 
 • Pickens Animal Shelter brought in 
67 new animals, and 75 went out through 
various forms of adoption. Animal Control 

responded to 16 cases. 
 • 911 Operations Center received 1,488 
total calls, 716 were medical responses and 
fire related. 
 • Department of Planning and Devel-
opment issued 38 new building permits. 
 • Water Department installed five 
new meters. 
 • Water and Road Departments 
completed implementing a new brine 
operation for severe winter weather. The 
potential winter storm in late January 
allowed for the first run of the new brine 
system. The results were an extremely 
effective and efficient operation that 
allows for multiple roads to be pretreated 
in ample time. The Road Department is 
continuing to perform routine road main-
tenance around the county. 
 • Pickens County Recreation De-
partment is currently accepting signups 
for spring baseball, softball, and t-ball. 
The cost for baseball and softball is $85. 
The cost for t-ball is $75. The deadline 
to register is February 17. A late registra-

The Pickens Report

 The second annual Shamrock 
Stroll in Jasper to benefit Reinhardt 
University students from Pickens 
County will be held Saturday, March 
16 with plenty of St. Patrick’s Day fun, 
food and entertainment for the whole 
family, including the family dog. No 
matter the weather, the race and enter-
tainment will go on.
 The road race is a short one, .5K, 
beginning at 4 p.m. at the Board of 
Education Building and ending at the 
intersection of S. Main and Spring 
Streets because there is plenty of party-
ing to do beginning at 5 p.m. A variety 
of food vendors will be on hand for the 
entire family offering party food with 
Coca-Cola and Reformation brews to 
rehydrate strollers after the short race. 
Music will be provided by the band 
Train Wreck. There will be some-
thing for the whole family, a bounce 
house, face painting, rock painting and 
more. There will be prizes for the first, 
second and third place most creative 
costume as well as these three prizes 
for the most creative dog costumes. 

 Music at Holy Family is proud to pres-
ent the Treble Choir of St. Bartholomew's 
Episcopal Church, Atlanta, in a free concert 
beginning at 4 p.m. on Sunday, March 17. 
The Treble Choir is comprised of 16 young 
singers. These musicians have dedicated 
themselves to sing quality choral music 
ranging from 9th century plainsong through 
liturgical jazz. 
 The Trebles, who rehearse every week, 
are trained in the curriculum of the Royal 
School of Church Music in America, which 
seeks to foster a high-level of understanding 
of singing in choirs. The group takes regular 
tours throughout the southeastern United 
States, regularly deputize at diocesan ser-
vices at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta 
(Episcopal), and are planning a 2021 week-
long residency at Gloucester Cathedral in 
the United Kingdom.
 The Trebles will present a pre-even-
song concert ranging in style from 16th 
century sacred music of France through the 
21st century. Divided into four groupings 
of Praise, Mystery, Joy, and Beauty, the 
concert will include music of Mendelssohn, 
Britten, Vaughan Williams, and J.S. Bach.
 You will not want to miss this oppor-
tunity to hear an excellent choir of young 

The "twins" - Pickens County Fire and Rescue's newest engines. PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENS 

COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE

Pickens County Fire and Rescue introduces ‘the twins’

St. Bartholomew Treble Choir 
performs March 17 at Holy Family

tion period will be available February 18 
through February 28 for a $10 additional 
fee. If you’re interested in being a volun-
teer coach, contact PCRD at 706-253-8863. 
 The Pickens County government 
departments continue to stay busy work-

ing for the citizens of Pickens County. As 
work progresses, and projects continue, I 
will do my best to keep you informed of 
these developments. 
 Until the next time, stay safe, and 
shop local!

Children to sing at Holy Family.

musicians.
 Following the concert, the Holy Family 
parish choir will sing choral evensong. A 
reception follows evensong so that you may 
meet and greet our guests. 
 Future free concerts at Holy Family: 
April 28, Special Guest Choir; May 19, Un-
common Practice. 
 The Episcopal Church of the Holy Fam-
ily is located on Griffith Road, off of Cove 
Road, across from Dollar General in Jasper. 
For more information, please see www.
holyfamilyepiscopalchurch.net or call 770-
893-4525.

Submitted by The Episcopal Church 
of  the Holy Family 

Shamrock Stroll to benefit 
Pickens’ Reinhardt students

A Grandest Leprechaun and a Youngest 
Leprechaun of either sex will be acknowl-
edged.
 Pre-registration is $25 and includes 
one drink ticket and a T shirt. On-site 
registration is $30. Children 12 and under 
attend free and can obtain a T shirt for 
$10.  Register at Reinhardt.edu/stroll and 
pre-registration pick up will be Friday, 
March 15 from 2-5 p.m. at the Chamber of 
Commerce, 500 Stegall Drive, Jasper. 
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YOUR BRIDGE  
TO THE SUNCOAST

Gary Rhodus 
REALTOR®

941.312.1430
garyrhodus@michaelsaunders.com
garyrhodus.michaelsaunders.com

5100 Ocean Blvd | Sarasota, FL 34242
941.349.3444 | michaelsaunders.com

Experience the sun, fun and culture of Florida’s Gulf Coast 
through the lens of an Atlanta neighbor. 

Southwest Florida offers an array of tremendous lifestyle 
options. Your personal connection to this amazing region, 

allow me to assist in all your real estate needs.

ATL

SRQ

 The Bowen Center for the Arts is 
hosting the Georgia Watercolor Society’s 
40th National Exhibition from March 9 
through April 26. The show will be juried 
by renowned artist Paul Jackson. 
 Each year this exhibit attracts ex-
traordinary art from around the nation 
due to its reputation for generous awards 
and outstanding jurors. This year over 
$10,000 in cash and prizes will be award-
ed, making Georgia Watercolor Society 
one of the top awarding competitions in 
the country. 
 And, the National Exhibition is no 
slouch: 80 prize winning artists from 22 
states have been accepted to display their 
works at The Bowen. It takes an entire 
day, three pizzas and 10 volunteers to 
unpack the 60 huge paintings that are 
shipped to The Bowen. It takes at least 
that effort to repack and return them after 
the show. 
 Also featured is a weeklong work-
shop from March 19-22 by artist and juror 
Jackson; 24 lucky artists will attend. 
 Everyone is invited to the open-
ing reception running from 1-3 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 9. Appetizers and 
refreshments will be available and visitors 
can take their time to stroll through this 
enormous display. 
 Don’t miss the wonderful and free 
events scheduled for Saturday, March 23. 
Starting at 10:30 a.m., Jackson will demon-

John Baylis, Havana at Dusk.Lance Hunter, Snow Melt.

Denise Athanas, Revelation.

Bowen Center to host 
Georgia Watercolor Society’s 40th National Exhibition

"Each year this 
exhibit attracts 

extraordinary 
art from 

around the 
nation due to 
its reputation 
for generous 

awards and 
outstanding 

jurors." 

n  Continued from page 15

  SAVE 
    THE DATE

The 2019 Good Samaritan
Ed Delaney Memorial

Golf  Tournament

APRIL 29 • 12:00pm
Big Canoe Golf  Club

C O N T A C T S
Brad Herren (610) 909-6200
bradherren55@gmail.com
Susan Crain (706) 253-4673

development@goodsamhwc.org

All Proceeds Benefit
Good Samaritan Health & 

Wellness Center

strate his teaching mastery. Then at 12:30 
p.m. Jackson, who judged the entries, will 
present awards to an anxious group of 
artists. 
 The gallery and gift shop are open 
Tuesday to Friday 10 to 4 and Saturday 
noon to 4.
 Admission is free to The Bowen 
Center for the Arts located just north 
of Dawsonville’s Historic Square at 334 
Highway 9 North (between Lanier Tech 
and Dawson Junior High).
 For more information contact Ginny 
Greenwood, executive director, The 
Bowen Center for the Arts, PO Box 849, 
334 Highway 9 North, Dawsonville, Ga 
30534 or 706.216.ARTS(2787), director@
BowenArts.org and www.bowenarts.org.

Crystal Falls
my neighbor’s driveway, to make the turn 
into my driveway. Right now, I can do that 
safely. When you have 7,000 cars, I won’t be 
able to do that safely. People fly down the 
road [Cowart Road]. They fly. It’s danger-
ous.”
 Herman shared that her beloved dog 
was killed a few weeks ago.
 “We couldn’t even go retrieve her body 
until the middle of the night when traffic 
slows down,” Herman said. 
 She stressed her desire to have a rental 
cap in place should the plan go through cit-
ing a 13.8 percent decrease in property value 
with a large percentage of rental properties. 

Eagle Point Landfill
 “If you go a half mile below my house, 
you’ll see this mountain that looks like 
Stone Mountain but it’s really a mountain 
of garbage,” Patsy Jordan told commission-

ers. “It’s already leaked into the Etowah 
River and we’re personally battling with the 
smell and the things they bring in there are 
unspeakable. It’s so disgusting.”
 Potential homebuyers “don’t know 
what they’re getting into,” she added.
 Jordan also shared that the noise from 
River Bend Gun Club is so loud at her home 
that visitors have referred to it as Al-Qaeda, 
invoking a few snickers in the audience.

Water treatment concerns
 Water treatment for the potential 
high-density project was of concern to 
Catherine Hill, who referenced the original 
zoning documents (which showed King as a 
Dawson County Commissioner) and where 
it stated septic system restrictions. 
 “Cherokee Water and Sewer request 
the Dawson Cherokee Capital aka Crystal 
Falls be allowed to treat development waste 
water through the use of septic systems 
rather than a centralized sewage treatment 
facility,” Hill read from the document. She 
added that she’s been told the current plan 
is to have treatment plant on site and would 

include a spray system that would spray 
treated waste water on the golf course. 
 “We don’t know what people would put 
down their drains, what chemicals would be 
sprayed over the golf course, Hill said.”
 Hill wanted answers about water treat-
ment including several Georgia Environ-
mental Protection Division (EPD)-related 
concerns (permitting, design, and overall 
approval of the facility). Additionally, Hill 
wanted to know if Crystal Falls would put 
up a bond in the event of an accident such 
as a leak or breakdown. 
 “What if this fails,” Hill asked. “Who’s 
going to maintain it if they don’t have 
the money? Is it going to fall back on the 
taxpayers?

Credibility issues
 Attorney Mike Bray told the commis-
sioners that “the applicant does not have 
a credible project as presented” and cited 
examples. Guidelines in the ordinance are 
to be “suitable” and building out in the 
country was not suitable for senior because 
of lack of local medical care, restaurants and 

other amenities, according to Bray. Also, the 
traffic study for the development did not 
include golfers and delivery services, both 
of whom would increase vehicle traffic in 
and around the area daily. Bray also said the 
application lacked a master plan identifying 
retention/detention ponds and documents 
contain “if it works out” implying “it may 
not work out.” If the development fails—like 
the original one—would it become the re-
sponsibility of Dawson County and its tax-
payers, he said. Bray questioned the interest 
of King, Board Chair for Etowah Water and 
Sewer, asking if King would encourage the 
water company to take over water man-
agement. Lastly, Bray said the plan is not 
adding any open space as it claims; instead 
it is referring to the already established golf 
course as open space.
 The application is slated to be present-
ed before the Dawson Board of Commis-
sioners March 21 Voting Session at 6 p.m. in 
the Dawson County Government Center, 25 
Justice Way, Dawsonville, Ga.
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 A 947-acre destination mixed-use 
development in Dawson County featuring 
retail, office space and housing in Dawson 
County is expected to go before the Daw-
son County Planning Commission March 
19.
 Similar in concept to Alpharetta’s Ava-
lon development, the project is currently 
called Etowah Village and will be devel-
oped on land formerly owned by Southern 
Catholic College, according to Norton Real 
Estate agents John Drew and Gina Johnson.
 Dawson Village Partners, the develop-
ment group, submitted a rezoning appli-
cation to the county on Feb. 8 to zone the 
land for a mixed-use village district. 
 The area spans from the northwest 
corner of Lumpkin Campground Road and 
Ga. 400 westward, crossing the Etowah 
River and reaching down to Etowah River 
Road.
    Around 2,700 housing units are 
planned for the residential portion, from 
estate homes to apartments over retail 
space. Additionally, the plan also includes 
a 400-home age-restricted senior com-
munity on the west side of the Etowah 
River and a continuing care retirement 
community centered on the GA. 400 side 

of the river with options for memory care, 
assisted living and independent living.
 Over 300,000 square feet of retail 
space and over 200,000 square feet of 
Class A office space is included in the 
plans.   
 The development will help keep visi-
tors in the county longer by offering high 
end dining options and a place to spend 
the night, according to Dawson Village 
Partners President Yong Pan.
 The plan is to preserve 233 acres 
for open green space, and a town center, 
which will include a central park, con-
ference center, luxury hotel and Asian 
gardens. 
 According to Pan, the acreage contains 
land that will be offered to the county for 
construction of a new fire station as well 
as a new 40-acre county park and canoe 
launch. A vineyard and winery are planned 
along the Etowah River along with walking 
trails. 
 There have also been talks of con-
verting an old home on the property near 
the river to a museum honoring the site’s 
Native American heritage.
 The project will go before the Dawson 
County Planning Commission at 6 p.m. 
March 19. If approved, it will be completed 
in stages and could take up to a decade to 
complete.

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

 The Dawson County Sheriff’s 
Office is offering its Citizen’s Law 
Enforcement Academy and, along with 
it, opportunities for citizens to experi-
ence scenarios law enforcement officers 
encounter daily. 
 Offered for more than 20 years by 
the sheriff’s office, the program intro-
duces participants to the numerous 
responsibilities required of a sheriff’s 
deputy. Attendees will participate in 
actual hands-on exercises designed to 
increase their knowledge of our law 
enforcement operations. 
 The program is held on Tuesday 
evenings from 6 to 9 p.m. starting April 
9 and runs for six weeks. A light dinner 
is provided each night. 
 In order to promote greater un-
derstanding of the role of a law en-
forcement professional, the program is 
designed to place participants in certain 
roles that are regularly encountered by 
deputies and police officers, according 
to Dawson County Sheriff Jeff Johnson. 
Attendees will learn what it’s like to 
handle a 911 call, search a cell for contra-

band, investigate a crime scene, perform 
court house security, and participate on 
a patrol ride-along, Johnson said.
 Previous participant Cheryl Price 
enjoyed her time in the academy and 
learned a lot. She, along with daughter 
Shauna, found that opportunity impact-
ed them long after the session ended.
 “It was a great experience, and one 
that I’m thankful for,” Price said. “It was 
also very eye-opening to see what goes 
on behind the scenes.”
 Price, her daughter, and husband 
Buddy, went on to create Blue Light 
Snack Pack Bags, a project that gives 
bags of healthy and nutritious snacks to 
the officers who may not have a chance 
to eat while on duty. The individual-
ly-wrapped items are delivered period-
ically to the Sheriff’s Office and have 
been well-received. 
 This session will also allow attend-
ees to test their decision-making skills 
on our Judgmental Use of Force Simula-
tor.  
    For registration, please contact 
Anne Martin at annmartin@dawson-
countysheriff.org or 706-344-3535 x 
20451.

Illustration of proposed Etowah Village as submitted in the developer's rezoning 
application February 8.

Avalon type development planned 
for former Catholic College site

Attendees of the Citizen’s Law Enforcement Academy have multiple opportunities 
to experience situations law enforcement officers face including fire arms training. 
Here are former academy attendees Buddy Price gets a high-5 from his daughter 
Shauna while Cheryl, his wife, receives instructions from Dawson County Deputy 
Velma Finley at the firearms range. PHOTO COURTESY OF LT. BRAD HARDMAN OF THE DAWSON COUNTY 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sign up for 
Dawson’s Citizen’s Law 
Enforcement Academy
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DRIVE SAFE!

 A major Dawson intersection was shut 
down for more than an hour after a serious 
crash involving a dump truck and passenger 
vehicle.
 Dawson County Emergency Services 
responded to an accident with entrapment 
at 2:36 p.m. Feb. 18 at the intersection of 
Ga. 400 and Hwy. 53 where two individuals 
became entrapped after a dump truck over-
turned on top of the vehicle in which they 
were riding.
 Additional units—including Forsyth 
Heavy Rescue—responded to assist in the 

extrication and treatment of trapped occu-
pants, according to Dawson County Public 
Relations Specialist Laura Fulcher.  
 One person was rushed to Northeast 
Georgia Medical Center by ambulance 
while crews worked to free the second 
person, who also was transported by 
ambulance to the same hospital.  Both were 
reported to be in stable condition.
 No word on the condition of the truck 
driver at press time. 
 The Georgia State Patrol is investigat-
ing the crash. 

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

 Dawson County direct 
tourist spending increased 
by more than $2 million 
since 2016 to a total of 
$52.39 million, according to 
Dawson County Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Christie Moore. The state's 
tourism industry generat-
ed a record-breaking $63.2 
billion in economic impact 
in 2017, an increase of 3.8 
percent over last year, ac-
cording to the U.S. Travel 
Association and Tourism 
Economics.
 Tourism activity in 
Dawson County—includ-
ing shopping at the North 
Georgia Premium Outlets, 
visiting Amicalola Falls, 
pumpkin picking at Burt’s 
Farm and karting at Atlan-
ta Motorsports Park—gen-
erated $1.47 million in local 
tax revenue and supported 507 jobs, Moore said. 
 Each Dawson County household would need to be taxed an additional $462 per 
year to replace taxes generated by tourism economic activity, according to Moore. 
 Along with Tourism and Events Director Dustin Heard, Moore met with legis-
lators to encourage continued support of the state’s tourism industry. The pair were 
among numerous tourism leaders that presented newly-elected Georgia Governor 
Brian Kemp with a check representing the $3.2 billion in state and local tax revenues 
generated by tourism-related expenditures in 2017. 
 “We are proud to champion the economic impact of tourism in our local com-
munity,” said Moore. “We will continue to market Dawsonville and Dawson County 
as a top tourism destination in Georgia and will work to ensure that each year is a 
record-breaking year.”

From left: Georgia State Rep. Kevin Tanner (R) and 
Dawson County Chamber staff, Christie Moore and 
Dustin Heard pose with the 2019 Georgia Travel Guide 
cover which was unveiled at Tourism, Hospitality & Arts 
Day at the State Capitol. COURTESY OF DAWSON COUNTY CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE

Dawson tourism 
generates record 

economic impact in 2017

Dump truck overturns onto 
passenger vehicle; two hospitalized

An overhead view 
of a dump truck 
that overturned 
onto a passenger 
vehicle February 
18 afternoon 
causing delays at 
the intersection of 
SR 400 and Hwy. 
53. PHOTO BY JASON 

DURDEN

Firefighters work 
the scene of a 
crash in which 
two people were 
taken to an area 
hospital in stable 
condition after 
a dump truck 
overturned onto 
the vehicle in 
which they were 
passengers. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF DAWSON 

COUNTY FIRE/EMS

 Trinity Church extends an invitation 
to the local community to attend a special 
concert presented by the choir of Toccoa 
Falls College in northeast Georgia.  This 
40-voice choir will perform on Sunday, 
March 17 at 6 p.m.  The church is located 
right between the Big Canoe gates at 2685 
Steve Tate Highway.  Come early, as a full 
house is expected!
 Jeff Gangel, the senior pastor of 
Trinity Church, served for 17 years as the 
campus pastor and director of Spiritual 
Formation at Toccoa Falls College from 
1995 until 2012
 “You will be impressed by the 
talent and the character of these college 
students,” said Gange. “This is the next 
generation of Christian leaders."

 The Toccoa Falls College Choir has 
been in existence for nearly 100 years and 
was formed in the early days of the insti-
tution. The choir has toured in many parts 
of the United States and around the world, 
performing sacred music concerts in 
churches, schools and community venues. 
Under the direction of Dr. Tom Council 
for the past 18 years, selected members 
of the choir have performed at Carnegie 
Hall on numerous occasions, and provided 
concert ministries in Hong Kong, Thai-
land, South Korea, Israel, Germany, Poland 
and Bulgaria. 
 For more information about the insti-
tution, visit the website at www.tfc.edu. 
Submitted by Trinity Church

Trinity Church invites 
community to Toccoa Falls 

choir’s performance

Toccoa Falls College Choir.

 Northeast Georgia Health System 
(NGHS) announced Feb. 6 plans to offer 
hospital services at the former home of 
Chestatee Regional Hospital later this year 
and begin developing a new replacement 
hospital along Georgia 400 in Lumpkin 
County.
 The NGHS team has already started 
working to open an emergency depart-
ment—along with some inpatient beds, 
imaging equipment and other services 
—in July 2019 - at the existing building 
that was once home to Chestatee Regional 
Hospital.  The new hospital facility will be 
called Northeast Georgia Medical Center 
Lumpkin, or NGMC Lumpkin for short.  
Complete emergency services will be pro-
vided 24/7/365 by the same group of phy-
sicians that care for emergency patients 
at all Northeast Georgia Medical Center 

(NGMC) 
hospitals.

       While 
offering 
services 
at the 
existing 

hospital site will preserve the Certificate 
of Need authority to operate a hospital 
in Lumpkin County and meet the short-
term needs of the community, planning 
has also begun for a new replacement 
hospital facility to sit on 57 acres NGHS 
already owns along Georgia 400, near the 
intersection with Highway 60.  The new 
facility is tentatively scheduled to open in 
2022 and expected to provide emergency 
services, inpatient medical/surgical care, 
imaging services and a focus on outpatient 
surgery.

NGHS expanding to Dahlonega, 
new hospital planned for GA 400
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 Forsyth County Commissioners gave 
their support for a plan to bring a proposed 
executive airport to Dawson County. 
 “To me, it seems as though this is a gift 
for us, right in our backyard,” Forsyth Coun-
ty Commissioner District 1 Molly Cooper 
said.
 “Absolutely,” Forsyth County Commis-
sion Chair Laura Semanson said.
 A resolution was unanimously ap-
proved at the February work session.
 Other supporters of the airport include 
Georgia’s 9th District Rep. Doug Collins, 
Georgia’s 7th Congressman Rob Woodall, 
and the Transportation Committee at the 
Georgia State Capitol, chaired by Rep. 
Kevin Tanner of Dawsonville, according to 
Cooper.  
 “They [the city of Dawsonville] are 
continuing to go forward and it looks so 
far [that] everything is going to be a ‘go’”, 
Cooper said. 
 Forsyth County has favored the airport 
as part of an economic development plan 
with the Cumming-Forsyth County Cham-
ber of Commerce and the county’s develop-
ment authority.

 “We’re having to do nothing,” said 
Cooper. “All we have to do is just say yes, 
way to go guys and we support you. They’re 
not asking us for any money whatsoever.” 
 Both the Dawson County Board of 
Commissioners and the Dawsonville City 
Council discussed plans in Oct. 2018 for 
Dawsonville to take over what is currently 
Elliott Airfield, which is owned and operat-
ed by Bill Elliott. 
 The airport would give executives 
and other business officials an alternative 
to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport.
 Elliott Field is classified by the Federal 
Aviation Administration as a private-use 
airport currently. Several steps would 
have to take place before any changes to 
its classification could be made, including 
an Airport Layout Plan, which generally 
evaluates existing airfield conditions along 
with federal and state aviation regulations/
requirements for a 20-year planning period 
and recommends any needed improve-
ments with estimated costs, according to 
Katie Strickland of the Georgia Department 
of Transportation. 
 Phil Eberly of Lead Edge Design was 
selected as consultant for the project in May 
2017.

 The Dawson County Sheriff’s Office has gained another officer who is eager to 
serve and protect the county’s citizens.
 K9 Robby and his handler, Deputy Kevin Christopher successfully completed 
the six-week, intensive K9 training with Custom Canine Unlimited Feb. 15.
 The Belgian Malinois is Custom Canine Unlimited’s fourth Dawson County K9 
officer trained by the staff at the Maysville facility.  The program consisted of obe-
dience, patrol drug detection, and tracking. In addition, Christopher was educated 
in maintenance of the K9, first aid, nutrition, recordkeeping and continuous training 
of Robby. A course in K9 legalities such as what the law allows for the animal was 
another part of the information Christopher was required to understand.
 “A lot of time and effort goes into these dogs,” AJ Vargas, CEO of Custom Ca-
nine Unlimited said. “The human mind and the dog’s mind have to work together as 
one. Sometimes that can be difficult.”
 Vargas said that he tells handlers the six-week course will “fly by” because it 
is fast-paced and there’s a lot of knowledge to be learned. Handlers have classroom 
sessions along with written and practical applications, then take the certification 
test. 
 “Certification is a feat and a great accomplishment for the handler,” Vargas 
said. “The stakes are high. These handlers have to live up to their department and 
fellow officers.”
 Robby will be used for drug detection and tracking, according to Johnson. 
 “Having the ability to deploy a K9 in an immediate response helps us towards 
our goal of becoming more autonomous,” Dawson County Sheriff Jeff Johnson said. 
“We continue to build our office in a manner of which we are truly able to deliver 
optimal services to our community.”  
 Christopher signed on with the sheriff’s office in 2014.
 “We know that Deputy Christopher and K9 Robby are excited and anxious to 
play an integral role in this specialized unit,” Johnson said. “We are proud of Deputy 
Christopher and K9 Robby. As we have always reiterated, it takes a special, dedicat-
ed and devoted officer to become a K9 Handler. The hours are long and sacrifices 
are many.”
 The Sheriff’s Office places a great emphasis on its K9 program, according to 
Johnson who added that “from drug interdiction to tracking to searching for miss-
ing persons, the K9 program has proven to be an invaluable asset.”

Forsyth County supports 
proposed Dawsonville airport

Dawson County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Kevin Christopher and K9 Robby pose after 
their graduation ceremony Feb. 15.  COURTESY OF THE DAWSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

DCSO gains another officer

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

 The Dawson County Chamber of 
Commerce will again host its spring event 
but with a new name: Mountain Madness. 
The 15k trail run, was an idea conceived to 
promote Dawson County in the spring, ac-
cording to Christie Moore, president of the 
Dawson County Chamber of Commerce.
 “From a tourism perspective the fall is 
full of events,” explained Moore. “Outside of 
the Appalachian Trail Kickoff, there are few 
spring events that attract participants from 
all over. The Mountain Madness trail run 
was created to showcase the beauty of our 
county.”
 Last year 35 runners braved chilly 
morning temperatures to determine the 
future of a spring time event in Dawson 
County. Fausett Farms, with miles of horse 
trails and exceptional views was an obvious 
choice.

 “One thing that I do know is that there 
are very few trail runs that will top ours 
because of how beautiful the views are,” 
Moore added.
 Any event the chamber does will be 
done well, she said, especially when it 
shows off the community to a wider audi-
ence.  
 Preston Burt of Dawsonville was the 
first to cross the finish line last year with 
Laura Storm, second, and also the first 
female finisher. Finishing out the top three 
was Cameron Burt, also of Dawsonville, and 
father of Preston. 
 Other chamber events include the 
annual gala (early March), August golf tour-
nament, a metric cycling event in July, the 
Moonshine Festival in October, and the an-
nual Christmas parade. “We want to show 
off all facets of our community,” Moore said. 
 Registration for Mountain Madness can 
be done online at https://ultrasignup.com/
register.aspx?did=59826.

Inaugural run of Mountain Madness 
at Fausett Farms set for March 3
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Woodland readers

Books

KEN REYNOLDS

TURNED

PAGES

R
eading and listening to someone 
read aloud are among the great 
joys of my life. Not everyone 
can read aloud in a way that 

makes others want to listen, but the mar-
ket for that skill keeps growing through 
audiobooks. I became a fan of audiobooks 
long before hearing one personally. 
 In 1931, the Pratt-Smoot Act provided 
for braille books for the blind. In 1934, 
developments in audio recording equip-
ment helped the service expand to vinyl 
records and the Talking Books program 
began. By the early 1960s, my father had 
become legally blind and he began lis-
tening to books. Today, sighted listeners 
have the luxury of choosing an audiobook 
as an alternative to reading, but our luxu-
ry to choose was preceded by a national 
willingness to help those who could not 
see printed material.
 We read books, either to ourselves 
or aloud. We listen to someone else read. 
Both can be delightful experiences and 
they may involve the same book. The 
experiences are similar, but different and 
the difference is important. They require 
different kinds of concentration.
 No one should drive a car while read-
ing a book, but research indicates that 

Editor’s note: Smoke Signals is asking book 
clubs to submit comments about books that 
have generated good discussions at their 
meetings. There are so many book clubs 
among our readers that we are not sure of 
the number. We do know that some clubs 
are for women, some are for men and some 
are coed. Some groups read only non-fiction 
while at least one group reads only police, 
detective or crime related books. The March 
submission is from Woodland Readers, one 
of at least 24 book clubs organized in Big 
Canoe through Ridgerunners. 

W
oodland Readers is a dynam-
ic group of women who love 
reading and enjoy honest, 
open discussions about the 

variety of fiction, non-fiction, biographies, 
and autobiographies we read. You could say 
we believe Dr. Seuss said it best, "The more 
that you read, the more things you will 
know. The more that you learn, the more 
places you'll go."
 We have made a commitment to read 
novels written by Georgia authors, but the 
non-fiction books described below caused 
our most intense discussions. 
 Kate Moore’s “The Radium Girls” is an 
account of the sufferings and struggles of 
hundreds of young female factory workers, 
who during World War I, were poisoned 
by glowing dust in radium-dial factories. 
They were considered the luckiest workers 
around to have such a prestigious job, but 
these coveted jobs soon became the source 
of severe illnesses and even death.
 The author traced the lives of many of 
these young girls. One of the women prom-
inently highlighted was Grace Fryer, a dial 
painter. The journey of Grace’s life as she 
fought for her day in court was both heart 
wrenching and tragic. She was only one of 
the hundreds of young women who became 
gravely ill from radium poisoning caused 
by the hazardous working conditions and 
blatant denial by the factory owners.
 The book subtitle, The Dark Story 
of America’s Shining Women, is because 
the girls literally glowed in the dark as 
phosphorus accumulated in their bodies. 
To paint the dials, they were instructed 
to “dip and point” the brush. This deadly 
procedure required the women to place 
the radium-tainted brush to their lips with 
each brush stroke. Companies were more 
concerned about saving money than about 
worker safety.
 Kate Moore poignantly captures each 
woman’s struggle as the company, doctors 

Listening is not reading
most audiobooks are heard in automo-
biles. This writer pleads guilty. On long 
road trips, an absorbing audiobook book 
has caused me to slip by more than one 
interstate exit. More than half of audio-
book consumers listen while engaged in 
physical activity of some kind—walking, 
treadmilling, doing housework and other 
chores. A friend, who claims he can suc-
cessfully read a (print) book while walk-
ing his dog, tempted me to try it. Maybe 
it is personal clumsiness, but never again! 
Yet, I can listen and walk.
 Mother’s father was a master 
yarn-spinner, and tale-telling was a way 
of life in my family. Listening to those 
tales and to the radio was as much a part 
of my childhood as television was for 
my children and video games are for my 
grandchildren. But they were not and are 
not reading. We read books and news-
paper comics, and we listened to other 
people and the radio and we watched 
movies and ballgames.
 Long ago, reading became a great 
source of pleasure in my life. Occasional-
ly, I wondered why reading seemed more 
inviting than going to a movie. My curi-
osity faded but the enjoyment remained. 
But like so many of the things people quit 
doing, my wondering “why” came back, 
and Betsy Robinson caused the distur-
bance.
 Robinson has published three novels. 
She also writes essays, and that is how 
she disrupted my quiet acceptance of 
reading as an unexplainable 
pleasure. Her essay has a 
nice enough title— 
“Look Read Listen,” 
and in it Robinson 
expresses dismay 
that people who lis-
ten to a book have the 
temerity to say they 
are reading. Although it 
would be easy to dismiss 
her concern as argu-
ing a distinction 
without a differ-
ence, she makes 

some excellent points.
 Robinson clearly is not opposed to 
audiobooks. She maintains that when a 
creative work (a novel) is recorded and 
published as an audiobook it becomes a 
new work imbued with personal inter-
pretation reflected in the narrator’s voice. 
The production company, sound engineer 
and others add something to the record-
ing that did not come from the author. 
When listeners hear the book, they are 
not reading the author’s work but expe-
riencing a new creation, not reading the 
book.
 Robinson cites an Edison Research 
consumer survey and an article by 
cognitive psychologist Sebastian Wren. 
While we read and process the meaning 
of the written words, in our heads we are 
visualizing and hearing sights, actions and 
sounds. Listening requires us only to pro-
cess meaning and sound. The outcome, 
in Robinson’s words, “is less than the 
full-sensory and gloriously autonomous 
experience of a direct hit from words on a 
page.”
 Maybe she is right, and reading is 
pleasurable and fulfilling in a special and 
personal way. When reading in silence 
and solitude, we draw upon personal 
experience and imagination to interpret 
the world the author offers in the written 
words. I am prepared to accept that 
reasoning—mainly because I like 
her expression “gloriously 
autonomous experience.” 

KEN REYNOLDS

Ken Reynolds is 
Smoke Signals’ Books 
Feature Editor. He is 
addicted to books and 
to questioning why 
things are the way they 
are. Email kreynolds@
bigcanoenews.com.

“The Radium Girls, The Dark Story of 
America’s Shining Women” (Sourcebooks, 
Inc., 2017, 496 pages)

and the law fail to protect and provide for 
them. They fought valiantly for justice, even 
as they were dying.
 Our book club’s discussion centered 
upon the emotional course of each young 
woman’s life and the inhumane treatment 
they received. One issue of our discussion 
was identifying and understanding the 
arguments the company enlisted against 
the health claims of the young women. The 
legacy of these women lives on today in 
OSHA laws and regulations now in place for 
today’s workers.

“J
ust Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson 
also generated good discussion. 
His book is a personal memoir 
focused on the American criminal 

justice system and the power of redemp-
tion. Stevenson is an attorney and founder 
of the Equal Justice Initiative. He grew up 
in a poor racially segregated neighborhood 
in Delaware, and his early experience there 
helped shape his choices later in life as a 
defense attorney. Bryan’s work focused on 
defending low income people incarcerat-
ed in southern prisons. His descriptions 
of our current criminal justice system, as 
seen through Stevenson’s experiences, are 
poignant and emotional. “Just Mercy” was 
a journey into understanding the state of 
present-day n Continued on next page

But then I recall listening to Donald 
Sutherland read Ernest Hemingway’s 
“The Old Man and the Sea,” and Will 
Patton read James Lee Burke’s “Tin Roof 
Blowdown” and I think she is wrong.
 Right or wrong, I suggest that Rob-
inson would be wise not to suggest to 
people who cannot see the written words 
that they are not reading those audio-
books. That caution would have been 
especially applicable to my father and his 
Talking Books. May he rest in peace.
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Books

Book News and New Books

Growing Hydroponic 
Leafy Greens Year-Round
Order Yours Fresh Today! 

Located minutes from downtown 
Dawsonville and only 13 minutes from 

the Steve Tate Hwy main entrance of Big Canoe, 
you can have fresh greens readily available 

for onsite pickup here at Costley Family Farms.

costleyfamilyfarms@gmail.com 
5929 Elliott Family Pkwy

Dawsonville, GA 

facebook: @costleyfamilyfarms

BY DIXON BRADSHAW

NON-FICTION
       Edited by 
David Joy and 
Eric Rickstad, 
this anthology 
of 25 essays 
on fishing 
comes from an 
ensemble of 
contemporary 
authors. Their 
experiences 
explore the 
ways we come 

to water, for renewal and reverie, or to sim-
ply stand waist-deep in a river and watch 
the trout rise.
 Gather at The River is more than a 
collection of big fish stories; it’s Ron Rash 
writing about the Appalachia of his youth 
and C.J. Box revealing the river where he 
wants his ashes spread. It’s Natalie Baszile 
on a frogging expedition in the Louisiana 
Bayou and a teenaged Jill McCorkle facing 
new realities of adulthood on Holden 
Beach, North Carolina. This is an anthology 
about friendship, family, love and loss, and 
everything in between, because as Thoreau 
wrote, “it is not really the fish they are 
after.” 
 Other contributors are an eclectic 
mix of critically acclaimed writers, in-
cluding: Frank Bill, William Boyle, Taylor 
Brown, Todd Davis, Scott Gould, Leigh 
Ann Henion, Silas House, Rebecca Gayle 
Howell, Gabino Iglesias, Drew Lanham, Ray 
McManus, Jim Minick, Chris Offutt, Mark 
Powell, J.C. Sasser, J. Todd Scott, Michael 
Farris Smith, Erik Storey, Ingrid Thoft, and 
M. O. Walsh. (Hub City Press, May 2019, 216 
pages)

 The map 
outline bound-
ary of America’s 
contiguous 
states is known 
all over the 
world. Many 
Americans 
have forgotten, 
or have never 
known, that the 
United States 
is an “empire,” 
exercising 
power around the world. What about the 
actual territories—the islands, atolls, and 
archipelagos—this country has governed 
and inhabited?
 In How to Hide an Empire, Daniel 
Immerwahr tells the fascinating story of the 
United States outside the United States. Im-
merwahr is an associate professor of history 
at Northwestern University. In fast-paced 
prose, he reveals forgotten episodes that 
cast American history in a new light. He 
takes readers to the Guano Islands, where 
prospectors collected one of the nineteenth 
century’s most valuable commodities, and 
to the Philippines, site of the most de-
structive event on U.S. soil. In Puerto Rico, 
Immerwahr shows how U.S. doctors con-
ducted grisly experiments they would never 
have conducted on the mainland and charts 
the emergence of independence fighters 
who would shoot up the U.S. Congress in 
1954.
 In the years after World War II, Immer-
wahr notes, the United States moved away 
from colonialism. Instead, it put innovations 
in electronics, transportation, and culture 
to use, devising a new sort of influence that 
did not require the control of colonies. This 
new book is rich with absorbing vignettes, 
full of surprises, and driven by an original 

conception of what empire and globaliza-
tion mean today. (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
February 2019, 528 pages)

Ask any 
self-respecting 
Louisianan who 
makes the best 
gumbo and the 
answer is uni-
versal: “Mom-
ma.” So, when a 
homesick young 
Ken Wells, at 
college in Mis-
souri, realized 
there wasn’t a 
restaurant that 
could satisfy his gumbo cravings, he called 
his momma for the recipe. That phone-
taught gumbo was a disaster. His second 
attempt, cooked at his mother’s side, fueled 
a lifelong quest to explore gumbo’s roots 
and mysteries.
 In Gumbo Life: Tales from the Roux 
Bayou, Wells spends time with octoge-
narian chefs who turn the lowly coot into 
gourmet gumbo; joins a team at a highly 
competitive gumbo contest; visits a factory 
that churns out gumbo by the ton; observes 
the gumbo-making rituals of an iconic New 
Orleans restaurant where high-end Creole 
cooking and Cajun cuisine first merged.
Yes, this is the same Ken Wells who gave 
the world “Meely LaBauve,” one of the 
world’s funniest coming of age stories. 
(Norton, February 2019, 288 pages)

       Popular 
science is, well, 
popular. But 
that is so for a 
good reason. 
The unpopular 
versions are 
academic, and 
the writing 
tends to be, 
well, boring. 
The Science 
of Sin brings 
together the 
latest findings 

from neuroscience research to shed light on 
the universally fascinating subject of temp-
tation--where it comes from, how to resist it 
and why we all succumb from time to time. 
With chapters inspired by the seven deadly 
sins, neurobiologist Jack Lewis illuminates 
the neural battles between temptation and 
restraint that take place within our brains, 
suggesting strategies to help us better 
manage our most troublesome impulses 
with the explicit goal of improving our 
health, our happiness and our productivity. 
(Bloomsbury Sigma, 302 pages)

FICTION
 A horse 
head in your 
bed? Well, if you 
are a mobster 
(or have dealings 
with them) you 
may know what 
to make of that. 
But what do 
you do when 
your boss’s head 
turns up on your 
bedroom floor? 
Then, the body 
is found in your 
storage unit. A large unexplained deposit 
from your company is made into your bank 
account on the day of your boss’s death? 
Would you be suspicious? You don’t have to 
ask what the cops think. But you will have 

Just Mercy (Spiegel & Grau., 2014, 336 pages.)

prisons and for those on death row. Our 
group found it enlightening to learn inner 
secrets and workings of the criminal justice 
process.
 We also spent time discussing this 
quote of Stevenson’s: “The opposite of pov-
erty is not wealth; the opposite of poverty 
is justice.” Another part of our discussion 
focused on the fact that equality in jury 
selection has still not been accomplished. 
The author’s vivid descriptions of specific 
legal cases helped us to better understand 
the plight of minorities in our country. 
 Stevenson interweaves his memoir and 
the function of the Equal Justice Initiative 
to present a cry for much needed reform in 
the American criminal justice system. His 
personal stories, legal cases, and personal 
activism create an inspirational book that 
is at times emotionally difficult to read; 
however, we agreed that the book is a must 
read. 
 Both “The Radium Girls” and “Just 
Mercy” ignited open and honest discussions 
focused on critical human rights issues, 
laws and the American court systems. We 
recommend them.

Submitted by Jeanne Korn

n Continued from previous page

to read You’re Dead by Chris Knopf to 
find out what it all means. (The Permanent 
Press, December 2018, 288 pages)

 The 
Irishman’s 
Daughter by 
V.S. Alexander, 
the acclaimed 
author of “The 
Magdalen Girls” 
and “The Taster” 
gives readers a 
powerful, novel 
of strength and 
resilience, set 
against the back-
drop of the mass 
starvation, disease, and emigration during 
the Irish famine. (Kensington, March 2019, 
304 pages)

 The Promise of Elsewhere by Brad 
Leithauser’s new comic novel follows a mid-
dle-aged Midwestern professor who tries 

to prop up his 
failing prospects 
for happiness by 
setting out on the 
journey of a life-
time. His second 
marriage is col-
lapsing, and he’s 
facing a poten-
tially disastrous 
medical diagnosis 
of blindness. To 
fend off what 
has become a 
soul-crushing existential crisis, he decides 
to treat himself to a tour of the world’s 
most breathtaking architectural sites. Guess 
what? Along the way, the professor is way-
laid by various characters with problems of 
their own and who lead our charming, sad, 
wonderfully ridiculous hero in a direction 
he did not foresee. (Knopf, 353 pages, March 
2019) Editor’s note: This article contains 
some publicity material supplied by the 
publishers.

 The 2019 annual plant sale sponsored by the 
Georgia Mountains Master Gardners (GAMMG) 
and the Lumpkin County 4-H is taking orders for 
spring plants. Orders must be received by March 
15. Order forms with pictures and descriptions 
of plants available can be found on the GAMMG 
website www.gammg.org. Those that are deer 
resistant are noted. Pickup orders will be available 
only on one day – Saturday, April 13 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. - at the Lumpkin County Road Recy-
cling Dept., 1646 Red Oak Flats Road, Dahlonega. 
For additional information contact the Lumpkin 
County Extension Office at 706-864-2275.

Georgia Mountains 
Master Gardners

Lumpkin County plant sale
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Family Owned & Operated

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS

SALES, SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

Call for all your
Heating & Cooling Needs.

We Service &
 Replace all Brands.

Also Offer Service Contracts 
which makes You a 
Priority Customer.

Call us Today to Request 
Your Service Contract, 
or Visit Our Website:

www.CheshireHVAC.com

Ball Ground • 770.735.2724
Jasper • 706.692.4359

CELEBRATING 50 PLUS YEARS 
OF EFFICIENT & 

QUALITY SERVICE

Celebrating 50 Plus Years Of Business

Ask about
Seasonal

Instant Rebates
and 

0% Financing!

$25 OFF any qualifying repair 
invoice of $50 or more. 

*May not be used towards diagnostic fee.

$200 OFF selected complete 
HVAC system replacements.

 *Certain restrictions may apply - please call our office for details.

BY KEN REYNOLDS
kreynolds@bigcanoenews.com 

L
ife, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness is America’s creed and 
we have adopted personal liberty 
as our most cherished ideal. And, 

I think rightly so because if we lose our 
individual liberty, all else can go away in 
a flash.
 Some people cherish unrestrained 
individual liberty to the exclusion of other 
important reasons that we have the kind 
of government we enjoy. And there are 
some who want the government to take 
complete care of all individuals and shield 
us from all discomforts and ills. There are 
ample historical examples of both meth-
ods, neither of which worked well for the 
common good of the population or the 
future of the government. Both result in 
tyranny, either by an individual or by the 
state. 
 We need government to protect us 
from the unrestrained lust, greed, envy, 
pride, wrath, sloth and gluttony of other 
people—traits widely identified as deadly 
sins. The men who framed our govern-
ment were knowledgeable of the history 
and theory of governments. They knew 
how governments operate and that all 
governments are prone to the deadly sins.
 Without an effective government to 
restrain those traits in other people—and 
in other governments—everyone becomes 
subject to the mercies and whims of the 
one most capable of dominance. Thanks 
to the knowledge and foresight of our 
founders, our government has built-in 
provisions to safeguard us from it and to 
protect it from itself. As a nation, we need 
each other, and we need our government. 
But only we the voters can ensure that 
the government does its job and that the 
safeguards function. 
 Yes, the divide over what we want the 
government to do is real. For years, the 
news media have focused on what divides 
us. Within a decade the makeup of news 
media has expanded. The flow of news and 
opinion and propaganda has grown expo-
nentially and consequently is exaggerating 
the divisiveness. That undermines public 
confidence in news reports and works to 
undermine confidence in government. 
 What the media does not focus on is 
that historically our nation has emerged 

stronger after a period of what appeared to 
be irreconcilable differences. The present 
clash between the right and the left is 
not the most divisive time in our history. 
We have argued and disagreed about the 
proper function and course of govern-
ment since the beginning. Our freedom of 
expression guarantees that the disagree-
ments will continue. We should welcome, 
not despair, those exchanges of ideas and 
challenges to ideology.
 What we must guard against is allow-
ing one view of government with one set 
of values to gain a large enough majority 
to override with impunity the desires and 
needs of the minority. That is why we 
have three co-equal branches of govern-
ment. That is why James Madison argued 
so eloquently that we must not allow a tyr-
anny of the majority. That is why we elect 
representatives every two years and why 
the 2018 change in the House majority can 
be good for the long-term resiliency of our 
nation. 
 The framework and the methodology 
are in place for the legislature to function 
effectively. The House of Representatives 
was designed to reflect the ever-changing 
immediate opinions of the general popula-
tion. The Senate is supposed to be attuned 
to more long-term national and interna-
tional concerns. The job of reconciling 
the differences between viewpoints is not 
easy, and it was not meant to be.
 Over the long term, we are doing well 
with two opposing parties, but we need 
to remind both parties that the nation is 
not of one mind about the business of 
government. We need political parties to 
oppose each other because we know life 
is complicated enough for individuals and 
incredibly complex for governments. We 
need them to resist and test each other 
because no one person, or one group, has 
all the right answers to every problem. We 
need the parties to challenge one another 
because as our population increases, the 
problems will increase in complexity. 
 But deep within their opposition, 
there must be a commitment to preserve 
our government and its ability to protect 
our lives and our liberties while shielding 
us from those seven deadly traits in others. 
Only a government can do all those things. 
Neither a single political party nor one 
individual can do it short of tyranny.

“I have sworn upon the altar of god eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over 
the mind of man.”  Jefferson Memorial at Twilight with Reflection in the Tidal Basin in 
Washington D.C.

No one can govern America alone
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NAIL-TAN-HAIR-FACIAL-MASSAGE

Mon-Sat 10-7 • Closed Sun. 
12811 Hwy 53E, Marble Hill, GA 30148

770.893.6041

• SNS (dipping color powder) 

• COLOR GEL • PINK & 

WHITE ACRYLIC • MANICURE 

SPA PEDICURE • SUNLESS 

SPRAY TANNING • WAXING • 

MASSAGE • HAIR • FACIAL 

• EYELASH EXTENTIONS

Resident concerned 
about Trivia night costs

TO THE EDITOR: 
 How can Big Canoe POA gen-
erate more revenue?  Generating 
more revenue is POA management’s 
primary mandate these days.  For 
more than 16 years a group of prop-
erty owners has met every Tuesday 
night in the clubhouse to play trivia.  
The game runs from 7 to 9 p.m.  For 
most of these 16 years admission to 
this event was $2 per player.  POA 
management recently raised admis-
sion to $20.  I estimate the POA will 
clear a minimum of $50k per year 
from this brainchild.  
 It takes a lot of courage for POA 
management to charge Big Canoe 
residents $20 a head, almost $1,000 
a year, for the privilege of sitting at 

a table in a room for two hours on a 
Tuesday night. A room that would 
otherwise be unoccupied, no less. 
A room in a facility that cost resi-
dents more than $10M to build, and 
continues to cost residents untold 
hundreds of thousands of dollars 
annually to heat, cool, electrify, 
insure, and maintain. That takes real 
courage.
 I hope POA management has the 
courage to offer every resident who 
belongs to a group or club that meets 
regularly in any facility the same op-
portunity to contribute to the POA’s 
rather substantial revenue needs.

Respectfully,
Robert Barr

1691 Ridgeview Dr.

 

 
Models Now Open!

Schedule Your Personal 
Tour Today

404-445-7777
4491 South Main Street

 www.holbrooklife.com

Experience 
All-Inclusive 

Resort Living at 
Holbrook 
Acworth

 None of us can completely control all 
the things that happen to us. Yet, when 
it comes to achieving your long-term  
financial goals, including a comfortable 
retirement, you do have a great deal of 
power – as long as you follow a clear, 
well-defined financial strategy. And 
one way to help build and maintain 
such a strategy is by consolidating your  
financial accounts. 
 Over the course of their lives, many 
people pick up a variety of financial 
accounts from multiple sources. They 
might have a few IRAs from different 
providers, a couple of old 401(k) plans 
from past employers, an insurance policy 
(or two) purchased many years ago, and 
a scattershot of stocks, bonds, certificates 
of deposit and other investments.
 If this picture describes your situation, 
you may want to think about consolidat-
ing. For one thing, having a variety of  
accounts can run up a lot of fees.  
Furthermore, you’ll have lots of  
paperwork to keep track of all your  
accounts, including several different tax 
statements. Plus, just by having so many 
accounts, you risk forgetting about some 
of them – and if you don’t think you’d 
ever forget about your own money,  
consider this: Well over $40 billion in 
unclaimed cash and property, including 
401(k)s, pensions and IRAs, is awaiting 
return to the rightful owners, according 
to the National Association of Unclaimed 
Property Administrators.
 But beyond reducing your possible 
fees, paperwork and potential for lost 
assets, consolidating your accounts with 
one provider can give you a centralized, 
unifying investment strategy, one that 
can help you in the following ways:
 • Diversification – If you own several 
different financial accounts, including 
IRAs, 401(k)s and online accounts, you 
might have many similar investments 
within them. You might even own a 
cash-value insurance policy containing 

investments that closely track the ones 
you have in the other accounts. This type 
of duplication can be harmful, because 
if a market downturn primarily affects 
one type of asset, and your portfolio is 
dominated by that asset or similar ones, 
you could take a big hit. But if you have 
all your investments in the same place, 
a financial professional can review your 
holdings and recommend appropriate           
ways to diversify your investment  
dollars. (Be aware, though, that while 
diversification can reduce the impact of 
market volatility on your portfolio, it 
can’t guarantee profits or protect against 
all losses.
 • Staying on track – With all your  
accounts in one place, you’ll find it  
easier to keep the big picture in mind and 
make the moves necessary to help you  
progress toward your financial goals. Two 
main actions include buying or selling  
investments and adjusting your portfolio 
to make it more aggressive or conserva-
tive, depending on your situation. 
 • Avoiding mistakes – If you own  
several separate accounts, you could 
see a loss in one or more of them and  
overreact by selling investments that 
could still be valuable to you. But with 
a consolidated investment platform, you 
can see more clearly that the impact of a 
loss may be small, relative to the rest of 
your holdings.
 As we’ve seen, consolidating your 
investment accounts with a single  
provider can have several advantages. 
So think carefully about bringing  
everything together – you may find that 
there’s strength in unity.    

Bill Spencer, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones
150 Prominence Point Parkway, Suite 800
Canton, Georgia 30114  •  (770) 479-4758
Bill.Spencer@EdwardJones.com
www.EdwardJones.com/Bill-Spencer
BIG CANOE RESIDENT and Member 
of Big Canoe Business Connect

Consolidating Accounts Can Lead 
to Clear Financial Strategy

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

FINANCIAL FOCUS
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Mike Leonard
770.561.5483

mike.leonard@bigcanoe.com 

I
NEED 
MORE 

LISTINGS!
As one of the 

Top Selling/Listing 
Agents in Big Canoe, 

I would be 
honored 

to work with you 
to add 

your home 
to this page!

20 Chestnut Knoll Point 

365 Wedgewood Drive

95 Chula Drive

494 Columbine Dr

SOLD

642 Red Fox Drive

196 Cox Mtn Lane

SOLD

28 Bear Creek Way

SOLD

353 Bear Creek Drive

118 Choctaw Ridge

68 Cherokee Point 

1319 Deer Run Ridge

SOLD

135 Wedgewood

SOLD

1145 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

www.BigCanoe.com

SOLD

180 Dogwood Lane

SOLD

459 Wedgewood

SOLD

232 Treetopper

 1168 Grouse Gap

SOLD

RESALE 
AGENT

of the year!

824 Shetland Trace

SOLD

182 Disharoon Drive

96 Sleeping Fawn

180 Wedgewood Drive 

1010 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

148 Indigo Bunting

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

319 Wildcat Trail

72 Yanegwa

SOLD

SOLD

264 Grouse Gap

SOLD

4086 Wilderness Pkwy

SOLD

SOLD

169 Cherokee Way

92 May Apple Lane

SOLD

2335 Valley View

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NUMBERS DON’T LIE!
• OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS ONE OF MY

LISTINGS HAS SOLD EVERY 18 DAYS

• 102 OF MY LISTINGS HAVE SOLD 
OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS

• 250 TRANSACTIONS OVER THE 
LAST FIVE YEARS

• ON AVERAGE, I HAD A SALE EVERY 
7 DAYS OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS




