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BY DENISE RAY  
dray@bigcanoenews.com

A 
housefire in the Wildcat Com-
munity sparked a heated debate 
when residents challenged 
Dawson County officials in a 

December town hall meeting. At issue 
were the circumstances surrounding the 
emergency response to the Nov. 3 fire at 
the residence of Gabe and Melanie Wilder 
on Burnt Mountain Ridge Road. 
 Wildcat Community, Inc. is a consor-
tium of eight residential communities lo-
cated in unincorporated areas of Pickens 
and Dawson counties.  
 Held at Station 8 on November 17 
at the request of Dawson County, the 
gathering addressed several issues includ-
ing the response time to the scene, why 
Station 8 wasn’t immediately dispatched, 
and the status of the promised additional 
water tank. 
 Dawson County’s Fire Station 8 
serves properties within a five-mile radius 
of the Monument Road station in both 
Pickens and Dawson 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

C
ommunications and transparency 
are important objectives of the 
new Big Canoe POA Board of Di-
rectors, new Board President Jay 

Goldman told the crowd at the December 7 
Squires & Stags breakfast.
 “There has been a lot of discussion 
about transparency, communicating what’s 
going on,” Goldman said.
 He said that two things the new board 
wants to do is solicit input from homeown-
ers at board work sessions and to have a 
dialog with the community about things on 
the horizon.
 “This way we will get better input as 
we proceed with evaluating different alter-
natives and give the community a stronger 
voice in the board’s deliberations,” Goldman 
said.
 Secondly, he said the board will explore 
the feasibility of setting up a community 
foundation at Big Canoe.
 “The objective of it is hopefully to have 
people voluntarily upon leaving Big Ca-
noe—after being here for a number of years 
and enjoying their life here in Big Canoe—
to consider leaving funds to the foundation 
upon their passing. Those funds would be 
used by the community primarily for capital 
improvements,” Goldman explained.
 Goldman said that what the board did 
in 2018 was important because it set the 

foundation for what the board wants to try 
to do in 2019. That included moving forward 
with the water company (UIG) and getting 
more involved as the two-year water 
rates expire, and moving forward with the 
Windstream internet upgrade that should 
be complete by “the early part of the year.”
 “They [Windstream] want to step up 
their marketing to get as many people as 
possible signed up which is to their benefit 
as well as the interests of the community,” 
Goldman said. “It is voluntary but we would 
urge everybody to take a hard look at it.”
 Other endeavors by the board included 
getting the fire station completed and the 
land-use project that included the potential 
sale of the High Gap area and the round-
about property on Steve Tate Road. The 
land-use projects were tabled after town 
hall meetings.
 “The current board understands that 
the objection to that was the perceived 
uncertainty that something down the road 
could be done to those properties that 
would change the natural beauty of those 
properties as they are today,” Goldman 
said. “We are going to continue to work on 
that. We think there are ways to get this 
done that will conserve the property as it is 
and provide some economic benefit to the 
community.”
 He cited changes at the Clubhouse at 
Lake Sconti that happened in 2018, including 
the hiring of a new general manager, 
clubhouse manager, 

BY MELISSA HARVEY

Ed. note: Melissa Harvey is a former editor 
for Smoke Signals and Smoke Signals 
Online. She moved from Bent Tree in 
Jasper, Georgia to Anchorage, Alaska in 
March 2014 seeking adventure in The Last 
Frontier.

F
riday, November 30, 2018, 7:30 
a.m.: I shuffle into the kitchen, 
rubbing sleep from bleary eyes. 
The sun won’t be up for more than 

two hours. It was a late night last night, 
and I glance longingly at my coffeemaker. 
I forgo caffeine this morning, knowing I 
will be drinking plenty of coffee once I get 
to the office. I feed my cat and set about 
getting ready to start my day.
 8:25 a.m.: I shuffle across the icy apart-
ment parking lot, climb into my car and 
start the engine. At a balmy 28 degrees 
Fahrenheit, it’s warmer than it should be 
for the end of November in Alaska. It’s 
still dark, and I can almost taste that first 
sip of breakroom coffee. There is frost on 
my windshield this morning but thankfully 
no ice or snow to scrape off. I blast the 
defroster and browse news headlines on 
my phone while my car warms up. 

 8:29 a.m.: The frost is gone from my 
windshield and I shift my car into reverse, 
ready to head into work. Before I ease 
up on the brake pedal, I hear a boom a 
moment before my car begins to shake 
violently. There is no warning rumble; 
this earthquake has teeth and bares them 
immediately. I cut the engine and latch 
onto the steering wheel, hoping the 
ground doesn’t crack open and swallow 
me whole. The lights in the building in 
front of me blink out. The streetlights go 
dark. I look up and notice flashes lighting 
up clouds in the inky blue-black sky. 
That’s weird, I think, as my car continues 
to shake; we hardly ever get lightning in 
Alaska. It would dawn on me later that 
those flashes were transformers blowing 
out all over town.
 8:30 a.m.: The shaking goes on forever 
and is over in less than a minute. I slowly 
gather my wits, not realizing how severe 
the earthquake was because this is the 
first time a serious shaker has caught me 
out of doors. 
 8:33 a.m.: After taking a few steadying 
breaths and unhooking my clawed fingers 
from the steering wheel, I make sure 
my car is undamaged, pull out of the 
parking lot (still pre-

The Burnt Mountain Ridge Road home of Gabe and Melanie Wilder burns as homeowners 
and neighbors wait for Dawson County firefighters to arrive on scene. Reportedly the 
response time was 28 minutes while a neighbor indicated it was 45 minutes.  PHOTOS COURTESY 

OF A NEIGHBOR OF THE WILDERS

Response to a fire that destroyed the 
Wildcat Community home sparked a heated 
debate recently between county officials 
and local residents. The fire was ruled 
“accidental and electrical cannot be ruled 
out as the cause” according to Dawson 
County Fire Chief Danny Thompson. 

Burnt Mt. fire leads to heated debate between county 
officials, residents; volunteer firefighters resign
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L-R Greg Saunders, POA Board Member Grant Grimes and POA President Jay Goldman 
chat at the Squires & Stags breakfast. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

New POA board 
president talks about 

the future of Big Canoe

"Aftershock upon aftershock rattled an already rattled 
populace. More than 2,800 tremors, some greater than 

magnitude 5.0, would annoy Alaskans for more 
than a week.”

Quaking in Alaska
Earthquake shakes up Friday morning routine

Early morning earthquake damage to Midtown Anchorage office spaces force many 
building closures on Friday, Nov. 30, 2018. PHOTOS BY MELISSA HARVEY
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"Over 100 homeowners 
attended the meeting, 
the majority of which 

passionately expressed 
dissatisfaction with 

explanations of Dawson 
County officials."

counties. 
 The 911 call was placed by Dawson 
County Fire Chief Danny Thompson and 
revealed that the initial call was placed 
by homeowner Melanie Wilder from her 
cell phone which caused it to be routed to 
Pickens County. Operators there re-rout-
ed the call to Dawson County. A visibly 
upset Melanie Wilder left the meeting as 
the tape began playing. 
 Three stations were dispatched to 
the scene: Station 1, Station 4 and Station 
6. The fire station within the Wildcat 
Community was not dispatched, accord-
ing to Thompson because the volunteers 
are not certified to do so as outlined 
by the Georgia Firefighters Standard & 
Training Council curriculum. 
 The call for help went through a 
computer-aided dispatch, also called 
computer-assisted dispatch, (CAD) which 
is used to dispatch emergency services 
through computer software. “The CAD 
system in place now is an antiquated 
system,” Thompson said. 
 Dawson County Sheriff Jeff Johnson 
had requested updates to the system in 
2016 and 2017. Approximately $260,000 
had been set aside in 2018 for upgrades 
and/or replacements but were insufficient 
to cover the costs needed, according to 
Johnson. 
 Thompson told the crowd that he 
would discuss an automatic aid agree-
ment between Pickens and Dawson coun-
ties, explaining that regardless of which 
county received the call, both would 
dispatch like units to the scene. 
 A copy of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement (IGA) between Dawson 
County and Pickens County regarding “a 
fire station to protect the Wildcat Com-
munity” obtained by Smoke Signals stip-
ulates that both counties “shall utilize the 
fire station to provide Automatic Aid to 
adjoining areas in both counties in accord 
with the current Dawson County/Pickens 
County Automatic Aid Agreement.”
 The agreement was signed October 
16, 2008.
 Over 100 homeowners attended the 
meeting, the majority of which passion-
ately expressed dissatisfaction with 
explanations of Dawson County officials. 
 A neighbor of the Wilders called 
Thompson to task by saying that he had 
been “insensitive” and “rude” during the 
meeting for playing the 911 tape without 
warning the Wilders he was going to do 
so. 
 “You have had a smirk on your face 
this entire meeting,” she said. “I expect 
more humility and I expect more own-
ership from men who are leaders in our 
community.” 
 She went on to challenge his version 
of a 28-minute response time for firefight-
ers to arrive on scene. According to the 
woman, it was “at least 45 minutes before 
someone showed up.”
 The only thing I can do is offer you 
the timeline from the CAD sheets, said 
Thompson.
 “I don’t care,” she said. “I was there.”

Intergovernmental Agency 
Agreement

 The 2008 IGA by and between the 
two counties stipulates that Pickens was 
to “acquire land, make improvements to 
the land, pay to construct a fire station to 
be located on Monument Road after site 
and design approval from Dawson Coun-
ty.” Additionally, Pickens was to provide 
insurance and heat for the fire station. 
 Members of the Wildcat Community 
contributed financially to the fire station, 
a new fire engine, and the water tank, ac-
cording to Wildcat Community president 
Clayton Preble. In fact, 75 people con-
tributed anywhere from $10 to $2,000 to 
provide funds for the engine. 
 Meanwhile, Dawson was to assume 
operation of the station and operate it 
as a substation of Dawson Emergency 
Services. It was to also provide fire appa-
ratus and equipment, insurance for the 
apparatus along with training, equipment 
and workers compensation insurance 
for firefighters who would serve in the 
station, and provide administrative and 
leadership support. Additionally, it would 
provide electricity and obtain compli-
ance certification for the station from 
the Georgia Firefighters Standards and 
Training Council. 
 Both counties would share mutual 
administrative responsibility and provide 
automatic aid. The terms of the agree-
ment are renewed automatically unless 
180-days written notice of termination is 
provided by either party. 

Water tank  
 Also, at issue was an update on the 
additional water tank which was to be 
relocated at Station 8 from its current 
location on Rt. 163. The present tank holds 
45,000 gallons of water and takes several 
days to refill. 
 “It’s insufficient,” said Tarantini, 
projecting a graphic of water consump-
tion for the eight fires that burned in the 
community that used as much as 53,000 
gallons for one residential structure fire.
 It was determined that additional 
water and storage was needed for the 
area and the two counties entered into an 
agreement regarding recourses. Dawson 
notified the Wildcat residents that there 
was a tower available and on Oct. 30, 2017 
both parties agreed that Dawson would 

provide the tank and move it while Pick-
ens constructed a foundation along with 
appropriate piping to connect the tower 
to an existing fire hydrant. 
 “There was a firm agreement each 
party would do their part,” Preble said.
Pickens constructed the foundation at a 
cost of $20,000 and was reimbursed half 
by the Wildcat residents. 
 In September of this year, according 
to Preble, Dawson informed Pickens and 
Wildcat community members that it 
would not relocate the tank as promised.
 According to Headley, the issue is 
not the water supply, but certified person-
nel to disburse it.
 “I admit to the fact that in my over 
enthusiasm to get the tank up here that 
the interpretation of my email or emails 
indicated to certain leaders up here 
that we are moving forward on such a 
project,” he said. “Yes, we are moving 
forward. I’ll admit that. I’m still willing to 
move forward. I’m still willing to sit down 
with Mr. Preble and Mr. Jones [Pickens 
County Commission chairman] and see 
what we can do to take care of this water 
issue. But to me, after seeing what I’ve 
seen and hearing what I’ve heard, I don’t 
think water is the issue.”
 He continued to address the crowd 
with his thoughts saying “if the tank is 
what you want, and the tank is gonna give 
you peace of mind that you ain’t got nuth-
in’ to worry about anymore, than we…”
 Members of the crowd started talking 
over each other in response when a 
female voice was heard to say “don’t talk 
down to us.”
 The tower remains on Elliott Family 
Parkway as no bids were submitted for its 
relocation. 
 “They have a water supply source 
better than some in the county,” accord-
ing to David Headley, Dawson County 
Manager, in a Nov. 24 email to Smoke 
Signals.

Volunteer Firefighters
 John Tarantini presented statistics on 
the firehouse, its staff and its accomplish-
ments. Station 8 responded to 224 formal 
calls through 911 since 2011 and was first 
on the scene for 99 percent of them, 
according to Tarantini. Engine 8 was first 
to respond and the primary fire engine on 
eight structure fires except the Wilders’ 
home. 
 He cited several benefits to the cur-
rent firefighters who are self-proclaimed 
“Silver Haired Brigade.” 
 The members of the brigade, resi-
dents of the mountain community, who 
have “local knowledge” which includes 
gate codes and contact information for 
homeowners, can identify water sources 
(both manmade and natural) in the event 
of a wild fire, possess an understanding of 
roadways and landscape and can there-
fore make knowledgeable decisions about 
apparatus positioning, have a list of neigh-
bors with UTVs (utility task vehicles). 
 Thompson explained that the station 
is staffed by volunteers who would need 
Georgia State mandated training if they 
wanted to be included in future calls and 
offer support during fires.  
 When asked why the station was 
not manned by career firefighters, David 
Headley, Dawson’s County Manager, 
wrote in a Nov. 24 email to Smoke Signals 
“Since I was not a part of the inception of 
the facts that led to the decision to make 
that a volunteer station, you would be 
better served by contacting those that 
made the decision.”
 Thompson recently issued a state-
ment regarding Station 8 which read in 
part “Station 8 provides coverage to Mon-
ument Rd., Upper/Lower Sassafras, Tate 
Estates, Burnt Mountain area of Dawson/
Pickens counties. Only speaking for Daw-
son County, there are less than 150 homes 
and 82 full time residents in this response 
area. While all citizens of Dawson County 
are important, Dawson County does not 
have the financial means to staff all fire 
stations with career firefighters. As our 
infrastructure grows in the county, so 
does the service we provide. We look 
forward to opening a new fire station 9 in 
the next 12-18 months.” 
 He was asked if he had considered 
a request for funding career firefighters 
for the station during the FY2019 budget 
process. 
 “I asked for 10 personnel,” Headley 
wrote in a Dec. 4 email to Smoke Signals. 
“Station 8 doesn’t have living quarters for 
any full time personnel to be staffed at 
that station.”

The Future of Station 8
 Also in attendance at the meeting 
coordinated by Wildcat Community 
President Clayton Preble were Pickens 
County Fire Chief Sloan Elrod and Pick-
ens County Commissioner Rob Jones. 
 When discussion included the possi-
bility of Pickens taking over the fire sta-
tion, Jones replied that if the community 
wanted it, Pickens county would support 
the idea. 
 Feedback from the community fol-
lowing the meeting has been overwhelm-

ingly supportive of this idea, according to 
Preble. 
 Tarantini polled the Station 8 volun-
teers after the November town hall meet-
ing regarding their support for requesting 
Pickens County to take over operational 
control. 
 “There was 100 percent agreement,” 
Preble said. “John subsequently made that 
request to Pickens County to begin the 
process. Pickens County also offered to 
provide state required training as needed 
for the Station 8 volunteers.” 
 Dawson County has objected to the 
take-over, stating there is a 180-day notice 
of termination of the agreement. Dawson 
has also taken the position that the IGA 
conveys an exclusive right to training, 
despite the fact that training with Daw-
son’s knowledge and agreement has been 
provided by Pickens County on numerous 
occasions since the IGA was initiated, 
according to Preble. 
 “In other words, Dawson County is 
refusing to negotiate a new IGA at this 
time,” Preble said. “It has been suggested 
that Dawson County is attempting to hold 
the community hostage.”
 Headley denied Dawson not being 
willing to negotiate a new IGA or re-ne-
gotiate the existing one regarding the fire 
station and its personnel. 
 “That is not true at all,” his Dec. 9 
statement reads. “As I stated before if 
Pickens wants to modify the existing IGA, 
then there is a process identified in the 
IGA that allows for a negotiation. To date, 
there has been no contact from Pickens 
wishing to do so.” 
 For the past six months, leading up to 
the Burnt Mountain Ridge fire, the rela-
tionship between the Station 8 volunteers 
and Dawson County officials has been 
strained, Preble said. 
 “There just hasn’t been a real ap-
preciation expressed by Dawson for the 
importance of the role Station 8 plays in 
protecting our mountain community,” 
he added. “Whether this contributed to 
Station 8 not being called out, we don’t 
know. What we do know is that there 
currently exists a lack of respect by Daw-
son toward the Station 8 volunteers, even 
though the volunteers have fulfilled their 
original mission faithfully over the past 
nine years.
 Tarantini, who was in charge of the 
volunteers, conveyed to Dawson County 
officials  their intent to train with Pick-
ens, and it was rejected, citing the IGA. 
Following that, Tarantini denied a request 
for the volunteers to attend training pro-
vided by Dawson County. He was then 
called in by Dawson Fire Chief Thompson 
to be reprimanded and demoted. Instead, 
he resigned. All but one of the 14 volun-
teers at Station 8 followed suit, because of 
“the strained relationship, lack of respect 
and this unwarranted action by Dawson 
County,” said Preble. The resignations 
took effect Dec. 6. 
 Chief Thompson has not released a 
statement regarding the mass resignation.
Pickens County has agreed to accept all 
of the volunteers into Pickens County 
Emergency Services and go forward with 
training, according to Preble. 
 “In the meanwhile, we hope that 
Dawson will agree to come to the table 
with Pickens and forge a revised or new 
IGA to the benefit of our mountain com-
munity,” Preble said. “Hopefully this will 
be finalized soon so that the volunteers 
can continue our original mission.” 
 With only one volunteer assigned to 
the station, does that mean it is closed?
 Absolutely not, according to Headley 
and directed Thompson to report staffing 
details to Smoke Signals. As of press time, 
there has been no response from Thomp-
son. 
 When asked for her comments about 
the meeting, County Commissioner 
Sharon Fausett (District 1 which includes 
parts of the Wildcat Community) wrote 
in an email to Smoke Signals “I think it 
best that I not comment on the Wildcat 
Community meeting.”
 On Monday, Dawson County posted 
a notice on its website that reads:
 “Dawson County Emergency 
Services continues to provide fire and 
medical coverage to the Wildcat Com-
munity. The agency stands ready and is 
prepared to serve this community. In no 
way do the recent resignations of Station 
8 volunteer support-personnel members 
affect the ISO rating for this community, 
nor does it decrease the level of service 
provided. Measures have been put in 
place to ensure adequate service now and 
into the future.
 “Dawson County Emergency Ser-
vices continues to work closely with 
Pickens County, and both departments 
demonstrated this commitment over 
the weekend during the winter weath-
er event. Additionally, Dawson County 
officials are working together to ensure 
the continued safety of both residents and 
visitors.”
 “Over the past few weeks, there has 
been much said regarding the future of 
Station 8,” said Dawson County Manager 
David Headley. “I want to affirm with the 
residents of the Wildcat Community that 
Dawson County will honor its commit-
ment to them by not abandoning the 
services outlined in our agreement.
 “Steps are being taken to enhance 
the level of service, and we look forward 
to working alongside the residents of the 
Wildcat Community as well as Pickens 
County moving ahead.”
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caffeinated) and make my way into work. 
In the middle of rush hour, it typically takes 
me about 10 minutes to reach the office. 
This morning, the streets are unlit and the 
stoplights on my side of town are dark. It 
does not take me much longer than usual to 
navigate my normal commute. 
 8:46 a.m.: When I pull into the office 
parking lot, I see several people from my 
floor gathered outside, milling about our 
evacuation rendezvous point. A co-worker 
is leaving for home because she cannot 
reach her husband and needs to make sure 
he is safe.
 8:55 a.m.: We are cleared to enter the 
building. Five upward flights of stairs later, 
I stand before my work station wondering 
how on earth I am going to manage to 
work around the fallen ceiling tiles littering 
my desk and the surrounding floor. A 
ventilation duct dangles from its now-
exposed hiding spot. My computer monitors 
sit askew next to one of the ceiling tiles, but 
both appear to be functioning. My cheerful 
orange coffee mug is covered in ceiling dust 
but otherwise unharmed. I doubt there will 
be coffee in the break room. I sigh and start 
taking pictures. This is apparently more 
serious than I originally thought.
 9:07 a.m.: We are informed the 
building has suffered too much damage 
to remain open. Everybody is sent home. 
Five downward flights of stairs later, I am 
back in the parking lot. I pull into what has 
become gridlocked traffic. Everybody else 
in Anchorage is heading home, too. My 
concern now is making sure my cat is okay. 
The sun is still 30 minutes from rising, and 
the power across town is still mostly out. 
My brain pleads for caffeine.
 As I make my way home, I start 
receiving text messages and phone calls 
from friends all over the country asking if I 
am alright. It has not occurred to me until 
this point that the earthquake was serious 
enough to catch the attention of people 
outside of Alaska. Our events tend to be 
fairly isolated from people in the Lower 48. 
I tell everyone who contacts me I am safe 
and could really use a cup of coffee.
 It takes me two hours to navigate the 
same 10-minute commute from work to 
my apartment. Through all of it, everybody 

remains calm. We are all in the same 
boat, and Alaskans are famous for pulling 
together in the face of disaster.
 Regardless, long lines form at gas 
stations, and people clog the checkout lines 
at every store that is still open, buying 
bottled water and other necessaries. 
Nobody knows if the city water is drinkable, 
and nobody knows how long this state of 
emergency will last.
 11:02 a.m.: I pull into my apartment 
parking lot, thoughts firmly on making sure 
my cat is alive and figuring out a way to 
make a desperately needed cup of coffee.
The power is out in my building. The 
stairway is dark, lit only by emergency 
lamps. At least the sun is up at this point, 
and weak shafts of light filter through the 
hall windows. 
 Two things strike me as I enter my 
apartment: 
 1.) Half my kitchen has been shaken 
onto the floor, including food items from 
my refrigerator and freezer (but my coffee 
maker is still standing), and 
 2.) The bookshelf in my living room, 
the one I had not yet gotten around to 
anchoring to the wall, is half tipped over, its 
library now a heap of spilled books.
 It takes me another half-hour to find 
my cat, wedged between two boxes in my 
closet. She remains sequestered there for 

the rest of the day.
 I set about cleaning up the mess, 
finding only a few pieces of broken pottery 
amidst everything else. I was lucky. Many 
people lost a lot more.
 At some point during the cleanup, the 
power returned. I immediately set about 
brewing coffee, vowing never again to pass 
up home-brewed java before work.
 With caffeine finally in hand, I settled 
in to watch the local news and learn more 
about how shaken up the rest of Alaska 
was. The earthquake was magnitude 7.0. It 
was shallow, about 27 miles below ground 
surface, and it struck roughly seven miles 
north of Anchorage. Residents in Fairbanks, 
350 miles farther north, felt the earth shake, 
as well. Tsunami warnings were triggered 
for Anchorage but were quickly cancelled. 
The city is situated in a place that makes the 
threat of tsunami extremely remote.
 Alaska Governor Bill Walker declared 
a state of emergency early on, advising 
people to shelter in place, if possible. There 
was significant road damage to several 
highways, causing massive traffic delays. 
The Alaska Department of Transportation 
closed half of the single highway leading 
north out of Anchorage toward residential 
areas, allowing only northbound traffic to 
pass after 3 p.m. 
 Anchorage schools were closed the 
following week to assess building damage 
and to ease congestion as crews set about 
piecing the roads back together.
 As Friday afternoon and evening wore 
on, it became apparent that, while there 
was damage around the city, not a single 
building tumbled over and not a single life 
was lost (several houses did come close to 
collapse). There were no reports of looting 
or price gouging anywhere. Neighbors 
helped neighbors. Several emergency 
shelters were established to house anyone 
displaced by the earthquake, but most of 
them closed shortly thereafter because 
nobody showed up in need of a warm place 
to stay.
 Through it all, the earth kept shaking. 
Aftershock upon aftershock rattled an 
already rattled populace. More than 2,800 
tremors, some greater than magnitude 5.0, 
would annoy Alaskans for more than a week 
(as of the writing of this article) and likely 
even longer than that. Even though Alaska 
has reported more than 48,400 earthquakes 
in 2018 according to earthquake.alaska.edu 
(most too minor to be noticeable), many 

people already on edge following Friday’s 
major temblor (myself included) continued 
to feel jolts of adrenaline and anxiety every 
time the earth shifted.
 Anchorage has borne witness to 
the destructive power of earthquakes 
before. In 1964, the city was rocked by the 
9.2 magnitude force of the Good Friday 
earthquake, the strongest earthquake to hit 
North America in recorded history. A total 
of 139 people died as a result, and the city 
was levelled to the ground. But Alaskans 
are resilient. They learned their lesson well 
and rebuilt a more earthquake-resistant 
Anchorage. This planning likely saved lives 
and property on November 30, 2018.
 It did not take long for Alaskans’ unique 
brand of humor to start filtering onto social 
media. A popular Facebook page, Alaska 
MEMES, has archived many of the funny 
pictures and jokes that were shared as a 
way of coping with the aftermath. When 
the rest of the country was discussing 
in serious tones the potential severity 
of the earthquake, Alaskans were lifting 
each other’s spirits and keeping things 
in perspective. By the way, if you know 
anybody living in Alaska and want to give 
them something for Christmas, we all need 
new dishes.
 As of Thursday, December 6, many of 
the fractured roads were repaired, and the 
city was climbing quickly and efficiently 
back to its feet. There was no mass panic, 
and the true generosity of many residents 
of Alaska was on full display. It is amazing 
what we can accomplish when we come 
together to help one another.
 Personally, I am packing my cat and 
my coffee maker up and moving back to 
Georgia as soon as the ice on the roads 
melts next spring.
 An archive of stories released by 
the Anchorage Daily News regarding the 
earthquake and its effects on Alaskans is 
available at www.adn.com/tag/11-30-18-
alaska-earthquake/. For additional photos, 
statistics and information about this 
earthquake and the historic Good Friday 
earthquake, visit www.usgs.gov/news/2018-
anchorage-earthquake.

Editor’s Note: Following the earthquake, 
Harvey has had her fill of adventure in 
the shaking cold frontier. Her current 
plans include moving back to Georgia in 
spring 2019 where she hopes to continue 
contributing stories for Smoke Signals.

An unanchored bookshelf spills its 
contents into a heap on the floor. Luckily, 
the nearby electronics remain undamaged.
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Quake

A look back at 2018's news highlights

Second Front

JANUARY
Predicted ‘dusting’ turns into

‘epic snow’ across North Georgia
The snow was expected to melt and only 
stick on the grassy areas, but predictions 

missed how fast it was falling and the 
quick accumulation.

FEBRUARY
Big Canoe’s Potts Mtn. property
off table for future development

Dr. Robert Keller, chief executive officer 
of Atlantic Coast Conservancy, said, “It is 
permanently protected. Never, ever will 

there be commercial development there.”

MARCH
‘Here comes the sun’ 

at Gibbs Gardens
With millions of sunny yellow blooms as a 

backdrop, Gibbs Gardens opened for its
seventh season March 1 with its annual—

always spectacular—Daffodil Festival.

APRIL
Eagle Island off limits

Our celebrity neighbors, two Bald Eagles, 
enjoying the solitude of Eagle Island. 
Rumor has it, the eagles are nesting, 

so stay a good distance away.

MAY
Flynn Fields Rescue

Mike and Christy Flynn own and operate 
Flynn Fields to rescue farm animals but 

they've learned their rescue can help people, 
too. As a disabled vet, Mike is reaching out 

to other vets who might find peace and 
tranquility at the farm.

JUNE
Grassroots organization

battles to stop landfill expansion
The grassroots activists have attended 
hundreds of meetings with government 
officials on local, state and federal levels.

JULY
Rainbow Family gathers
in Chattahoochee Forest

The Rainbow Family selected the Bull
Mountain area in the Lumpkin County

portion of the forest—about 20 miles from
Big Canoe—for its annual gathering.

AUGUST
Easy access to food 

a death sentence for bears
DNR was called and, as a last resort, the

mother bear and her two cubs were 
euthanized because of their continued 

threat to human safety.

SEPTEMBER
‘Over the top’

Volunteer Firemen’s Fundraiser
This year proceeds from the fundraiser will 
go to buy furniture, fixtures and equipment 
for anEmergency Operations Center (EOC).

OCTOBER
Marble mining dates back to 1800s

Bill Cagle is a history buff and sixth 
generation Pickens Countian with family 

ties to the local marble industry 
dating back to the 1830s.

NOVEMBER
After 10 years Dawson County’s 

SWAT reinstated
Having a SWAT Team enables us 

to rapidly assemble and deploy a team, 
in hopes of ultimately saving lives.”

DECEMBER
Pickens Football shines 

under Friday night lights
The scores have been lopsided all season 

long; the Dragons routinely outscoring
opponents by double. Senior Zach Goss has 
set every receiving record in PHS history.
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Dr. Hema Byrapuneni
M.D. Board Certified Internal Medicine

Dawson 400 Family Medicine
133 Prominence Court, Ste 230

Dawsonville, Georgia 30534
706-216-1500

Fax: 706-216-1510

Dr. Jeevana Krishna, MD
M.D. Board Certified Family Medicine

Foothills Medical Clinic
25 Foothills Parkway

Marble Hill, Georgia 30148
770-894-4500

Fax: 770-894-4365

Call today to schedule your appointment and 
experience the difference in healthcare.

www.cummingfamilymedicine.com

Walk-ins are welcome. 
We accept most insurances.
Same day appointments. 
Our services: 
• Annual physical
• Cardiac Care
• Diabetic Care
• Pediatric Care
• Hypertension
• Women’s Wellness Exams
• DOT physicals
• Immigration Physicals
• Worker’s Compensation 
• Pre-employment physicals
• Urgent Care
• Sports Physicals
• College Physicals
• School Physicals
• Minor Surgery

Dr. Jeevanan Krishna is also at
Cumming Family Medicine

765 Lanier 400 Parkway, Cumming, GA 30040 
770-205-1294 • Fax: 770-887-4597

Dr. Hema Byrapuneni is also at
Foothills Medical Clinic

25 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148
770-894-4500 • Fax: 770-894-4365

FAMILY
HEALTH

CARE

FOOTHILLS 
MEDICAL CLINICKG Rug Spa

Now Open
in Dawsonville!

Call (706) 525-1638 for details
30 Industrial Park Rd #105, Dawsonville, GA 30534 

Nearby Dawsonville location, near North Ga. Outlet mall.

www.kgrugspa.com

Persian, Oriental, and Area Rug Deep Clean and Full Bath Submission
Pet Accidents/Urine Stain/Odor Removal

Fringe Detailing
Dust/Dander Removal

Custom Cut Rug Padding
Pick Up and Delivered

• Buy One Rug Cleaning, 2nd Cleaning 50% off! •
(Offer expires February 28th, 2019)

FINALLY your Beautiful Rugs 
can have a WORLD-CLASS Luxury Service 

brought to you by a Highly reputable 
name you can always count on!

BY RITA VAN FLEET 

T
he Big Canoe Wellness Collabo-
rative (BCWC), now entering its 
fourth year, has offered services, 
programs, and information to 

support healthy living throughout 2018. 
Now is the time to proactively commit to 
making resolutions to establish a plan for 
living healthfully in 2019. To insure suc-
cess, limit the number of resolutions, make 
resolutions that are both measurable and 
achievable, and record the results. 
 Commit to healthy living. Healthy 
eating and regular exercise are critical 
components of a plan for living healthfully. 
Check local media for local program of-
ferings. Experts recommend avoiding fast 
food and less healthy restaurant selections 
by ordering grilled meat and fish with 
any sauces on the side.  Cooking at home 
allows complete control of the nutritional 
content of recipes. In addition, planning 
and cooking ahead will make healthy food 
preparation even easier.  
 In 2018, the BCWC’s Healthy Living 
Committee as part of its Three E’s pro-
gram—Exercise, Eating, and Education—
sponsored a series of tastings on preparing 
healthy food by offering healthy recipes 
for dishes that were also simple and flavor-
ful. Many recipes featured nutritious and 
interesting substitutions for less healthy 

ingredients. 
 The committee partnered with Pied-
mont Mountainside’s Sixty Plus program 
to offer an educational series on Brain 
Health and a program on Medicare choic-
es. Notes from the Sixty Plus program pre-
sentation and a cookbook with health-wise 
recipes are available at http://www.bcwell.
org/healthy-living/. In 2019, the committee 
will offer tastings and health-related edu-
cational presentations throughout the year. 
Sign-up forms to attend the various events 
will be located in the Wellness Collabora-
tive alpha box in the postal facility.  
 Regular exercise should be part of 
a personal routine, whether a formal 
regimen at a gym or simply walking. Visit 
a physician before beginning an exercise 
program and for an annual physical check-
up. The walking groups in Big Canoe spon-
sored by the Healthy Living Committee 
offer a chance to socialize while walking. 
Activities are ongoing and details are 
available in the weekly Big Canoe Active 
Lifestyle newsletter. 
 Identify resources for assistance and 
ask for help when in need. Every commu-
nity offers resources to assist residents in 
need. Become familiar with those services 
and how to access them before they are 
needed. For example, the Big Canoe Well-
ness Collaborative provides non-emergen-
cy and non-medical wellness services for 

qualified Big Canoe residents to include 
transportation and grocery order pickup 
(BC Rides), caregiver relief/respite and 
client check-in services (BC Visits) and 
meals (BC Meals). To request services, call 
706-268-3334. BC Info volunteers contact 
residents and assist with setting up Collab-
orative services and/or refers resident to 
other providers. Also, the men of the Big 
Canoe Chapel can assist residents in need 
by repairing lights, building ramps, replac-
ing light bulbs and smoke alarm batteries, 
etc. The chapel also offers on loan an array 
of medical devices, including wheelchairs, 
walkers, commodes and other equipment. 
Contact the chapel office at 470-273-6768 
for assistance. 
 Complete a Medical Information 
Form. If there is a health emergency in 
the home, minutes count. Always dial 911 
to for fastest response. When medical 
personnel arrive, a medical and medication 
history can save time and help insure the 
best treatment. The Big Canoe Public Safe-
ty and the Big Canoe Wellness Collabora-
tive developed Medical Information Kits 
to provide pertinent medical and personal 
information to healthcare providers in 
case of an emergency. Place the completed 
form in a freezer bag and tape it to the 
inside of the refrigerator on the left, top 
sidewall for easy access. Complete one 
form for each family member. Kits are 

available in the Big Canoe postal facility. 
Blank forms can also be downloaded at 
http://www.bcwell.org/medicalform/.
 Consider volunteering. Research 
indicates that sharing time with others for 
a good cause can improve overall happi-
ness and mental well-being, lower levels 
of depression and increase satisfaction 
with life. A study by the United Health 
Group also reported volunteers feeling 
mentally and physically healthier after a 
volunteer experience. Volunteers reported 
volunteering has made them feel healthier, 
improved their mood, lowered their stress 
levels, enriched their sense of purpose in 
life, made them feel like they had control 
over their health and improved their mood 
and self-esteem. 
 Everyone can discover a volun-
teer niche that interests and inspires. 
All communities offer opportunities 
for volunteering with animal shelters, 
children’s programs, health organizations, 
or church-related groups, In Big Canoe, 
for example, the Big Canoe Wellness 
Collaborative is a non-profit, all-volunteer 
group that provides non-emergency and 
non-medical wellness services – Rides, 
Visits, Meals, Info and Healthy Living – 
to qualified residents of Big Canoe. For 
additional information or to volunteer, call 
706-268-3334, email info@bcwell.org, or 
visit http://www.bcwell.org/.

Make resolutions for healthy living in 2019

Wellness Collaborative volunteers assembled Medical Information Kits for distribution to homeowners to place in their refrigerator for EMS to have when called. PHOTO BY RHONDA STOCK
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LAKESIDE NEIGHBORHOOD 
WITH VIEW

42 WOODPECKER WAY
In-Law Suite w/Full Kitchen 

on Terrace Level
4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $449,900 

NEW LISTING

453 DEER RUN RIDGE
Private Location with View
4BR, 4.5 BA  ~  $575,000

NEW PRICE

1606 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Fabulous Big Canoe and 

Long Range Views
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $425,000

BIG VIEW

1131 SHARP MOUNTAIN PKWY
Beautiful View Property in Premier 

Gated Community 
4BR, 4BA  ~  $599,000

NEW LISTING

65 HYACINTH HILL 
Waterford Charmer

 5BR, 4BA  ~  $510,000

PLEASE VISIT MY NO REGISTRATION WEBSITE FOR ALL BIG CANOE LISTINGS & COMMUNITY INFO.

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

www.CampriniandCompany.com

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023
325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com

EXCEPTIONAL HOMESITES AT INCREDIBLE PRICES 
• 49 Sparrows Nest - $49,900 - Location & Privacy on Cul de Sac.
• 52 Columbine Dr. - $20,000 - Great View Lot for only $20,000!!!
FEATURED HOMESITES
• 9062 The Paddock - $69,900  1.42 acre easy build w/babbling brook - SOLD
• 6501 Buckskull Ridge $165,000  
• 81 Disharoon Drive - $99,000 - Very Private, Close In with Great View Potential
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 2651 Sconti View Run - $65,000 - Easy Build Audubon Neighborhood 
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mountain Rd  - $199,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!
• 28 Petit Ridge Dr.  - $145,000 - Beautiful Valley View
• 413 Falcon Heights - $125,000 - Lake Petit and Atlanta Skyline View
• 4109 Woodland Trace $18,500 - Heavily Wooded Lot w/Great Location
• 2618 Highland Trail $25,000 - BEST VALUE on Audubon Ridge!  Bring all offers!

Jack Camprini
BIG CANOE RESIDENT

DESIGNER’S ALPINE 
LOG HOME

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mountain 
Lodge combining spectacular 

views, masterful craftsmanship 
and complete tranquility.

6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,850,000 

RANCH WITH VIEW

1150 QUAIL COVE DRIVE
Highly desirable and rarely available 

“Ranch” in Pristine Condition
3BR, 2BA  ~  $239,000  

LUXURY MOUNTAIN RETREAT

1609 SUNRISE RIDGE
 4BR, 4 FULL, 2 HALF BATH  

$725,000

NEW LISTING

63 STAMP MILL RD
ACHASTA

Great Opportunity
 4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $447,500

NEW PRICE

15 SCONTI KNOLL
Audubon Neighborhood 

Custom Home
4BR, 4BA  ~  $424,000

FABULOUS TIMBER FRAMECUSTOM BUILD GREAT WEEKENDER

2345 QUAIL COVE DR.
Renovated Weekender in 
Lakeside Neighborhood.

4BR, 3BA  ~  $239,000

NEW LISTING

1263 QUAIL COVE DR. 
Like New “Old Big Canoe” Cottage.

3BR, 3BA  ~  $305,900 

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta
Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (10 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Big Canoe Resident
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

PRIVATE GOLF 
COURSE HOME

208 MUIRFIELD WAY
Golf Course Beauty with Privacy

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $565,000 

SOLD

PRIVATE 200’ WATERFALL!

407 THUNDER RIDGE, 
BENT TREE

Incomparable Setting w/private 
200 ft. Waterfall. 

5BR, 4BA  ~  $850,000

SOLD

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA ~  $639,000

65 WREN’S NEST 
High End Features

5BR, 4.5 BA  ~  $549,000

NEW LISTING

95 SWALLOW POINT
Fabulous Lake & Mountain Views

4BR, 4BA  ~  $794,900

CONVENIENT LOCATION

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $575,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5BA  - $1,150,000

PEACEFUL PARADISE

93 WINDFLOWER DR. 
2 Streams and Private Waterfall.
3BR, 2FULL, 2HALF BA’S

  $349,900

SOLDSOLD

BEST BUY

43 WILDCAT RUN
Fully Furnished Custom 

with Beautiful View
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $445,000

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING

84 MAY APPLE LANE
The Quintessential Mountain 
Updated Year Around Cabin
3 BR, 4 BA  - $349,900

NEW LISTING

1930 ARBOR RIDGE LANE
4BR, 3BA ~ $361,682 

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

101 STURBRIDGE PINES LANE
4BR, 4.5BA ~  $599,900

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

Thank you to my wonderful clients for their trust, confidence 
and referrals in helping me achieve an AWARD WINNING  YEAR 

as the  TOP PRODUCING 400 NORTH AGENT FOR 2018!

Happy  New  Year! 
... has earned its reputation for 

QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

UNDER CONTRACT
UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

508 COVE LAKE DRIVE
Private Gated Lake Community
3BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $429,000

NEW LISTING

601 CUTTHROAT RIDGE, 
BENT TREE

Pristine Log Home with View 
and Elevator

4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $789,900

NEW PRICE

711 WILDCAT DRIVE
Custom Plan with views 

to Amicalola Falls 
5BR, 4.5BA   ~  $439,000

SOLD
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BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com 

E
ven dreary wet weather couldn’t 
keep an overflow crowd from 
attending the POA’s Saturday, Dec. 
1 annual meeting in the Big Canoe 

Chapel. POA President Phil Anderson 
announced Lou Stephenson and Grant 
Grimes had been elected to fill the POA 
director seats to be vacated at the close 
of the meeting by Anderson and Steve 
Wilson. 
 At a session immediately following 
the annual meeting the 2019 POA board 
members elected Jay Goldman, presi-
dent; Dudley DeVore, vice president; Jim 
Farinholt, treasurer; and Wayne Crawford, 
secretary. Carolyn Littell, a former POA di-
rector and Big Canoe resident, was named 
the developer’s POA representative. 
 The two county governments cov-
ering Big Canoe were represented by 
county commissioners Becky Denney, 
(Pickens, Eastern District) and Sharon 
Fausett, (Dawson, District 1). Don Suddeth, 
president of Utilities Inc. of Georgia and 
UIG operations director Ron Medders also 
attended the meeting. 

Financial status reported
 Jayne Hagan, POA director of Finance, 
reported on 2018 and 2019 financials. 
Hagan provided a detailed explanation of 
expected revenues and planned expendi-
tures. Talking about the amenities, she said 
the biggest loss was the golf amenity by 
$120,000 due to very wet weather while 
the Wellness [Fitness] Center and Marina 

New POA directors Grant Grimes and 
Lou Stephenson. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS

Grimes, Stephenson elected to POA board, 
Goldman named president

revenue exceeded budget in 2018. 
 “About $475,000 will not be spent in 
2019 as we are over by about $450,000 due 
to salaries, legal and recruiting fees. We 
have addressed these issues in the 2019 
budget,” she said. (See Jayne Hagan’s arti-
cle “2019 Capital Budget Explained” in this 
week’s Smoke Signals Weekly)      
 “During 2018 we had five new prop-
erty owner orientations—averaging 80 
people at each one,” Hagan said. Year-
to-date through October there were 267 
closings: 51 lots, 194 resale houses and 22 
new homes.  

Results from community census
 General Manager Jill Philmon reported 
on the online census survey recently sent 
out to the email addresses of 2,734 Big 
Canoe property owners. Of that number, 
1,410 responded for a 51.6 percent response 

rate. Based on feedback, Philmon said there 
are 706 full time homes, 178 considered 
“primary” homes, 321 weekend/vacation 
homes, 26 rental properties, 11 unused 
homes and 66 listed as “other.”       
 Asked the age of “head of house-
hold,” 499 replied 60-69 and 479 replied 
70-79. The overall mean age, according to 
Philmon, is 66.5. One-third of respondents 
moved to Big Canoe in the last eight years.   
 Discussing the Chambers Master 
Community Plan, she said a community 
survey will be sent out in December, add-
ing there are 210 new amenity members. 

Questions about everything
 Following every POA meeting there 
is a time for questions, with the first one 
coming from Carolyn Witt. “Why is there 
a 30 percent increase in one year in marina 
slip fees for a profitable amenity? Couldn’t 
the increase have been more gradual?”  
 Philmon replied that similar fees are 
still lower than the other communities that 
were benchmarked. “We are benchmarking 
everything as part of a study of Big Canoe’s 
fees and rates compared to other similar 
communities.”
 Addressing issues with Big Canoe’s 
postal facility, Steve Shannon asked, “Is 
there a possibility of establishing our own 
zip code?”  
 Philmon turned to Dawson Commis-
sioner Fausett, who replied, “That’s going 
to be difficult. It’s a federal issue.” 
 “It would probably take incorporation 
to get a separate zip code,” said Philmon. 
Anderson noted that the POA had already 
engaged Congressman Doug Collins office 

for assistance with the zip code issue. 
 Kathy Samples asked about the pro-
posed Big Canoe intern program. “This 
year will be learning time,” said Philmon. 
In 2019 she plans to recruit some students 
and rent some units to house them. “We 
are looking for hospitality degree students 
who will get a grade for their time as 
interns.” She said the program would start 
small and provide mentoring.
 Ray Duncan asked what the amenity 
fee would be for bocce when it becomes an 
amenity. The fee will be $10 per person a 
month, replied Philmon.
 Shiraz Alikhan said he’s noticed a 
drop in the water level in Blackwell Creek. 
“We are bringing the water level up now,” 
responded Ron Medders, Utilities Inc. of 
Georgia. “We lowered the water level to 
clean the [creek] banks and then had some 
pump issues.”
 Molly Perdue, a new resident as of 
October, asked about marketing. “Who are 
we marketing to? Who do we want to at-
tend?” Philmon responded that the current 
marketing is mostly internal—collater-
al—as well as advertising to increase golf 
tournaments, corporate meetings and wed-
dings. “Almost 20 percent of homeowners 
were introduced to Big Canoe through a 
wedding or other event,” she added.     
 Other questions included, “What was 
the reason for major re-design of the [golf] 
courses?” “It will not be a major redesign,” 
said Philmon. “We will be focusing on the 
cart paths and drainage.  And, we want the 
courses to be challenging for golfers.”

n  Continued from page 1

POA

BY JAYNE HAGAN
POA Director of Finance

T
his article relates to the 2019 
Capital Budget approved at the 
November 15, 2018 POA board 
meeting. The POA has over $62 

million in assets. These assets include every-
thing from equipment, vehicles, and roads to 
buildings and land.  
 Annual capital expenditures over the 
last ten years have been between $725,000 
and $3.5 million for capital replacement and 
improvements. Capital replacements are 
items that are in the reserve study complet-
ed every three to five years as required in 
the Capital Reserve Fund Amendment to the 
Covenants. Improvements included replac-
ing four buildings (facilities maintenance 
garage and bays, golf maintenance building, 
main gate house, and fire station #3), pickle-
ball courts, driving range, the Veranda, and 
pontoon boats.
 The following is part of the finance pre-
sentation given to the Leadership Big Canoe 
class, new members of the finance commit-
tee, and POA board candidates before they 
start their run for office. 
 The POA has a capital budget, but that 
doesn’t mean everything included in the 
budget is approved.
 For items less than $50,000, department 
heads submit requests for what they need 
and send their requests to Director of Op-
erations Jason Brownell, General Manager 

Jill Philmon, and Director of Finance Jayne 
Hagan for approval. Any item over $50,000 
must be approved by the POA Board and 
any item over $1 million, plus CPI since 2010, 
currently $1,043,000, has to be approved by 
property owners’ vote. In every case, the 
item must be justified as why it’s needed as 
a capital item.
 Last year when the capital budget was 
approved, the POA’s 2018 Capital Budget 
was $5 million, including the carryover from 
2017. It is estimated that $3.9 of that amount 
will be spent this year and the POA will 
carry over approximately $750,000 to the 
next year, thus not spending $365,000 in this 
year’s capital budget.   
 When the capital budget was approved 
last year, it was approved as a 10-year capital 
plan.  Last year the 2019 capital plan had a 
placeholder in the amount of $3.9 million. 
Staff trimmed the capital budget to $2.9 
million. Thus pushing more than $1 million 
expenditures to 2020, not including any 
initiatives from the Community Master Plan 
and Golf Course Master Plan.
 There was a stream of questions about 
the capital expenditures in November. See 
below for the majority of the questions and 
answers:
 • Why do we need electric signs in the 
amount of $70,000? The cost of the signs 
is $28,000. This was an attempt to elimi-
nate the “yard sale” signs throughout the 
property. Staff will continue to work on a 
solution and present to the board. The signs 

as described on Facebook are incorrect.
 • Why do we need lights on the bocce 
ball courts at a cost of $70,000? Lights on 
the bocce ball courts are so the amenity can 
host social events in the evening. The cost 
is $20,000. If we wait to do the lights later, it 
will cost more. Please keep in mind pick-
leball and tennis at the Racquet Club have 
lights. We did receive an email that quoted 
the following: “My friend told me that they 
never requested new courts and the ones 
that are there are perfectly fine.” We met 
with the Bocce Ball Board no less than six 
times to discuss the new bocce ball courts, 
even to the point that the board selected 
their own material to create what they want-
ed.  After the new courts are built, Bocce 
will be an amenity and pay monthly amenity 
dues.  The dues will be $10 per person.

 • Golf cart paths and rock walls? 
These are not new items. The cart paths 
include fixing holes that weren’t paved a 
couple years ago. The rock wall refers to 
repairing a wall that is falling down on the 
golf course.
 • A wine room is not needed. The 
wine room cooler is an addition to keep 
Clubhouse wine at a proper temperature 
and to allow wine bottles to lay on their 
sides so the liquid touches the corks. This is 
so wine doesn’t turn to “vinegar.”  The wine 
room is an accompaniment to the new wine 
list. Marketing wine at the Clubhouse is the 
reason for the increasing of wine revenue in 
the budget by $20,000.  General Manager Jill 
Philmon has been hearing complaints about 
the wine list since she started at Big Canoe.  
 • We don’t need a food trailer. The 
food trailer is to be used for events for 
member functions primarily. It will be used 
on some Friday nights at Canoe Lodge to 
offset the inability to serve everyone at the 
Clubhouse, at the Swim Club on particularly 
busy days such as the Fourth of July, at the 
Playfield during events such as the Moun-
tain Twilight Concert, and for events at the 
Wildcat Recreation Area. An increase in 
Food & Beverage revenue will be a result of 
having this additional kitchen.
 • Why are we purchasing a catering 
van? The catering van is a replacement for 
our current van that is old and dirty. We use 
it currently to haul food from the Clubhouse 
to the Swim Club and Canoe Lodge.

Big Canoe POA 2019 Capital Budget explained
Jayne Hagan, 
Big Canoe 
POA’s director 
of finance, 
provides 
a detailed 
explanation of 
the community’s 
2018 financial 
as well as the 
basis for 2019 
budgets and 
financial plans. 
PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS

executive chef and head of the catering and 
special events function.
 “We are going to work very hard with 
them and with our General Manager Jill 
Philmon to get the clubhouse to a point 
where people are very happy to go there 
and find it to be a good, consistent experi-
ence,” Goldman said.

What’s the board working on for 2019?
In 2019 Goldman pointed to new market-
ing efforts as the developer takes a less 
involved role.
 “We think we can find ways to bring 
people here to take advantage of the fact 
that many of our amenities are underuti-
lized, “ Goldman said. “We concluded that 
our targeting will be to bring people here 
who could be potential buyers. The data 
we have suggests that 20 percent of our 
sales comes from people who have attended 
weddings or special events at Big Canoe.”
 He said plans were to reach out to “ap-
propriately sized” business groups to have 
them come to Big Canoe for meetings and 
retreats.
 “The final group that we will focus on 
is the golfing community because we have 
underutilized golf courses,” Goldman said.
 He also touched on the idea of an 
intern program to control the payroll and 
meet labor needs in a competitive market 
and the need for a housing program for 
those that might come but would have long 
commutes.
 He said conservation was one of the 
strategic objectives of the POA and that 
the board would look at all of the conser-
vation groups at Big Canoe and see if they 
are working in concert with each other. He 
said he has asked new board member Lou 
Stephenson to head that up. He said there 

would be funds in the 2019 budget to deal 
with non-native plant species in Big Canoe.
Master Plans
 Goldman said the evaluation of the Big 
Canoe Golf Course was well along. He said 
Bill Bergin, the contractor for establishing a 
potential master plan for the golf course.
 “Bill talks about the fact that con-
sidering the golf course requires three 
attributes,” Goldman said. "What are the 
mechanical aspects, that is what are the 
basic things that make sure that you have 
a golf course that functions properly. It 
includes things like the irrigation systems, 
the drainage and things like that which are 
important."
 Goldman said half of property buyers 
in 2017 said that the golf course was import-
ant factor to them in making a decision to 
buy here in Big Canoe.
 He said Bergin also said that from a 
golfers perspective he wanted to deal with 
the "strategy" of the golf course.
 “His conclusion is that our golf course 
is a good golf course but it doesn’t neces-
sarily have features that are really going to 
attract golfers who want to come and play 
here,” Goldman said.
 He said that a lot of people will be 
involved in looking at this to get the most 
value out of all this effort for the least 
amount of money. 
 The second study, according to Gold-
man, is being done by the Chambers Com-
pany out of Baltimore working to determine 
what changes should be made to a “whole 
array of properties” in Big Canoe. He said 
that the “genesis” of that effort came about 
when the board last spring was inundated 
with a daunting list of capital improvements 
and changes.
 “We said that instead of dealing with 
this piecemeal, we concluded that because 
of the age of the community and the Village 
Core and issues with the Fitness Center, 
the tennis community’s list of things they 

wanted and other things that have been 
discussed over the years, to try to get an 
objective opinion to create a baseline for the 
community to look at what professionals 
are telling us,” Goldman said.
 Focus groups and other forms of 
input will be used to determine priorities, 
according to Goldman. Committees in 
the community will be looking at details 
and questioning estimates and there will 
be “many meetings” with the community, 
according to Goldman, and the community 
will be able to vote on large projects.
 Expenses keep going up, Goldman 
pointed out and said the board and admin-
istration are working hard to keep them 
under control.
 “The unfortunate thing is that the com-
munity is aging,” Goldman said. “The objec-
tive of this project is to sustain and increase 
property values. Hopefully our amenities 
will be in better condition and make for a 
more enjoyable experience. That’s the real 
objective of going through this exercise.
“We don’t have any financial mechanism in 
place today that provides for a self-regen-
eration of Big Canoe,” Goldman said. “The 
key to what we are looking at is how do we 
do it in a way that we can use other people’s 
money.”
 He cited the proposed foundation, 
initiation fees for new residents and gener-
ating more cash out of the operations in the 
community as sources of funding. He said 
that the finance committee looked at similar 
communities and recommended initiation 
fees. 
 “When somebody moves into Big Ca-
noe, on day one they move in and they have 
complete access to all of our amenities and 
they have paid nothing for that,” Goldman 
said. “That doesn’t appear to be fair to cur-
rent residents.”
 Asked if the POA board planned to 
use revenues from potential sales of High 
Gap or the roundabout properties to pay 

down existing debt, Goldman said the board 
would evaluate the best use of the money 
based on evaluation of capital plans, short 
term borrowing or money from the new 
sources that he talked about. He said the $25 
that was added to the assessment in 2016 
is used to pay down the debt that has been 
reduced to $8 million.
 An audience member said he appreciat-
ed the comments about communication. 
 “The only negative event I have found 
in being here a year is Facebook and some 
of the miscommunication that happens on 
Facebook,” he said. “It’s sometimes disheart-
ening.”
 He made some recommendations 
including mailings to residents and a quar-
terly email that provides rationale for Board 
decisions. Goldman said he thought they 
were good ideas.
 In response to another question, Gold-
man said efforts would be made to have Big 
Canoe’s fire exposure be evaluated, at no 
cost to Big Canoe, by the Georgia Forestry 
Commission and the University of Georgia 
Forestry Department to make sure we are 
managing our forests well, and will seek 
input from the community.
 “We are not going to put our heads in 
the sand relative to that risk,” Goldman said.
 The next meeting of the Squires & 
Stags will be February 1. George Fox will be 
the speaker and will talk about taxes.
 Squires & Stags meets in the Moun-
tains Grille at the Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
Coffee is ready at 7:45 a.m. followed by 
a buffet breakfast served at 8:00 a.m. Big 
Canoe residents and guests are invited to 
attend the meeting. The price of breakfast is 
$13 payable on your POA account or by cash 
at the door.
 Reservations are required and must be 
received by Noon on Thursday before the 
Friday morning meeting. You may also call 
(706) 268-3346 to make reservations.



JANUARY 2019 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  7 A

BY LAURA LINK 
llink@bigcanoenews.com 

B
ennett and Nona Whipple were 
honored Saturday, Dec. 1 at the 
POA’s Town Hall Meeting for 
their long service to the Big Canoe 

Community.  
 The Whipples, who moved here from 
Sandy Springs 24 years ago and built their 
house on Columbine, have recently come 
full circle by returning to Sandy Springs to 
live in Mount Vernon Towers. 
 During their time in Big Canoe, Ben-
nett, one of the last of two World War II 
veterans in Big Canoe, gave years of service 
while he was here. He was a founder of 
Leadership Big Canoe, the newcomer 
orientations, chairman of the elections 
committee more than once, chairman of the 
chapel board of trustees and the extension 
committee for the additions, Squires and 
Stags, North Georgia Veterans and a colum-
nist and editor of Smoke Signals for several 
years. 
 Outside the gates, Bennett served on 

the board of Prevent Child Abuse Pickens. 
He won the 2005 service award for out-
standing service in the community of Big 
Canoe. A meaningful, but less significant, 
responsibility was Bennett's "Ten Years 
Ago" article in Smoke Signals each month.
 Nona, known for her Southern hos-
pitality and cooking, was food editor of 
Smoke Signals until she passed that respon-
sibility on and became a regular at the door 
of a sick friend or neighbor with a chicken 
pot pie or soup. Many a bride at The Big 
Canoe Chapel remembers Nona as wedding 
director for making their dream weddings 
come true. 
 Both were regulars at what was for-
merly known as the Big Canoe Fitness Cen-
ter with Bennett, 93, swimming laps three 
days a week. Joining a fitness center recent-
ly in the Perimeter Mall area, he complains 
about no people there to talk to at 10 a.m. 
and the swimming pool water is “ice cold.”  
Both the Whipples were very social in Big 
Canoe and Bennett says he misses the ca-
maraderie he cherished hanging out among 
the cardio machines and fellow retirees.

BY TERI SAWYER

 Big Canoe POA and One Warm Coat, 
warming communities…one coat at a time.
 Big Canoe is truly a generous commu-
nity. In midst of the hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season, Big Canoe property owners 
reached deep into their closets to donate 
warm coats to those in need in the Pickens 
County area.
 The Canoe Cubs and the Big Canoe POA 
worked with One Warm Coat® to collect 
clean gently used warm coats for two weeks 
with locations at the Big Canoe Fitness 
Center, the Canoe Lodge and the Big Canoe 
Chapel. As always, Big Canoe Property Own-
ers showed their giving spirit by contributing 
277 coats for our local community.  
 We want to offer a special thank you 
to Michael O’Brien who donated countless, 
thick, warm men’s and women’s socks. All 
donated items were given to CARES of Pick-
ens County for distribution to local children 
and adults in need.  Over the last 25 years, 
One Warm Coat has worked with its vol-
unteers to give away more than five million 
coats. Learn more at www.onewarmcoat.org.

BY TERI SAWYER

 The Big Canoe POA is happy to 
announce the distribution of the 2019 Big 
Canoe Directories will begin on Tuesday, 
January 15. The 2019 directories will be avail-
able at the Postal Facility on the following 
days:
 • Tuesday, January 15, noon until 4 p.m.
 • Thursday, January 17, noon until 4 p.m.
 • Saturday, January 19, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
 • Wednesday, January 23, noon until – 4 p.m.
 Property Owners will also be able to 
purchase one or more directories at the 
Canoe Lodge, Big Canoe Fitness Center, or 
Golf Pro Shop during normal business hours. 
Contact the respective amenities for hours 
of operation. An individual directory will 
cost $20 plus tax. Cash, credit card and POA 
account charges will be accepted. 
 Additionally, for those property owners 
with residences elsewhere, we are happy to 
make arrangements to mail directories to 
your home. Property owners will be respon-
sible for the cost of directory(s) and postage 
typically runs from $7 - $15. Please contact 
Teri Sawyer at tsawyer@bigcanoepoa.org or 
706-268-3346 for more information.

Whipples honored at annual POA meeting

Mark Green took 1st place in the “Life 
in Big Canoe” photo contest sponsored 
by Smoke Signals. His winning shot 
titled “Hunter-Bald Eagle Over Lake 
Petit” graces the cover of the 2019 Big 
Canoe Community Directory.

2019 Big Canoe Directories 
coming in January

Amanda Griggs graciously donates a 
warm coat to the annual Big Canoe Coat 
Drive. In 2018, Big Canoe collected 277 
coats for CARES of Pickens County. PHOTO 

BY STEVE PANETTA

Annual Big Canoe Coat Drive 
collects over 250 warm coats

L-R Phil Anderson, Nona Whipple, Bennett Whipple and Jill Philmon. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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Care is just 
a click away.

Convenient locations in 
Ellijay, Jasper, Canton and 
Woodstock. 

Go online and book with ease. 
piedmont.org/booktoday

You can also schedule your next appointment 
via MyChart or the Piedmont Now app

BY JEFF DODSON

 A year-end awards ceremony and 
Christmas dinner is an annual tradition 
for Boy Scout Troop 20. Lifetime scouters, 
Troop 20 supporters, scouts and family 
gathered at the Troop 20 Scout Hut to 
celebrate the season and another activi-
ty-filled year. 
 Spelunking, white water rafting, camp-
ing, hiking and service projects were just a 
few of the activities Troop 20 participated 
in this year. Scout leader Marc Resetar 
calls these events, “fun with a purpose.” 
He said, “These outdoor events, while fun, 
provide leadership and citizenship oppor-

tunities for our Scouts.” 
 Four Scouts received Scout Rank and 
merit badge awards:  
 • Senior Patrol Leader Jack Resetar 
was awarded the rank of Star Scout and re-
ceived merit badges for Canoeing, Personal 
Fitness, Personal Management, Citizenship 
in the Community and Mile Swim. 
 • Quartermaster Read Fernandez was 
awarded the rank of Star Scout and re-
ceived merit badges for Canoeing, Personal 
Fitness, Personal Management, Gardening 
and Mile Swim. 
 • Bugler Charlie Gibbons was awarded 
the rank of Star Scout and received merit 
badges for Personal Fitness and Citizenship 

All of the Scouts presented their moms with a pin for newly achieved Scout ranks, 
signifying their appreciation for the role mom plays in their scouting life. Pictured (l. 
to r.) Lynne and Will Dodson, Nancy and Read Fernandez, Sue and Charlie Gibbons, 
Camille and Jack Resetar. 

Ben Read, grandfather to Troop 20 Scout Read Fernandez, presented his grandson with 
the Star Rank patch he received in 1952. PHOTOS BY MIKE GIBSON

Troop 20 Scouts end 2018 with awards, fellowship

DRIVE SAFE!

in the Nation. 
 • Chaplain’s Aide Will Dodson was 
awarded rank of Life Scout and received 
the Communications merit badge.
 At the end of December, Troop 20 
attended five days of Winter Camp at Bert 
Adams Scout Reservation in Covington, 
Ga. and in January will complete a two-day 
backpacking adventure on the Appalachian 
Trail.  

Lasagna fundraiser planned 
 Troop 20 is raising money to attend 
High Adventure Camp at Sea Base in the 
Florida Keys in July. The Scouts will partic-
ipate in a week-long adventure of SCUBA 
diving activities. High Adventure Camp is 
a highlight for many boys in their Scouting 
experience.
 To help fund this trip of a lifetime, 
Troop 20 has sponsored two very suc-
cessful car washes and plans for another 
in the spring. In January, a different kind 
of fundraiser will be offered. Scout mom 
Sue Gibbons, Culinary Arts Teacher at 
Pickens High School, will coordinate a 
frozen lasagna sale. Scouts will be selling 
two different sized pans of frozen lasagna: 
one size will feed 2-4 people for $25 and 
another size will feed 4-6 people for $35. 

 Orders may be placed with individual 
Troop 20 Scouts any time between January 
6-27.  There will be a Scout representative 
at Big Canoe Chapel Stand Around on 
January 13, 20 and 27 to take orders. Pick up 
of lasagnas will be at Big Canoe Chapel in 
Cousins Hall on Saturday February 9 from 
10 a.m. until noon and also before and after 
chapel services on Sunday, February 10, 
or you may coordinate your delivery with 
an individual Scout. After January 6, you 
may contact Scout moms Lynne Dodson 
at lfdodson@gmail.com or 706-268-1667 
and Camille Resetar at cjresetar@me.com 
or 770-361-6725 to place orders or for any 
questions.
 In addition to their fund-raising activ-
ities, Troop 20 can accept donations made 
through Big Canoe Chapel.  
 The Boy Scouts of America is one of 
the nation’s largest and most prominent 
values-based youth development organiza-
tions, providing programs for young people 
that build leadership skills, character 
development, and citizenship. For more in-
formation on Troop 20 (age 11 - 17), contact 
Jeff Dodson at 706-248-9818 or Cub Pack 
20 (K – 5th grade), contact Tony Miller at 
404-403-4874. 
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 • MODELS OPENING SOON •

Wishing our 
  patients a very 

Merry Christmas! 
Thank you for

allowing our office 
to service your 
dental needs.
706-265-2505

754 Highway 53 West, Dawsonville, GA 30534
www.dawsonvilledistinctivedentistry.com

BY CRAIG LOONEY  

 If you did not know it yet, Big Canoe 
has a radio station.  Inside The Gates Radio 
(ITG) now plays great music 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.  ITG Radio has been 
created by fellow Big Canoe residents and 
features “the greatest rock and roll you've 
never heard from the 60s, 70s, 80s and be-
yond.”  The primary volunteers who formed 
ITG Radio and Mountain Laurel Broadcast-
ing, LLC are Craig Looney, Dinnis Keefe and 
Kevin Worrilow.  They have pooled their 
respective music collections and talents to 
put together a most unique entertainment 
experience for the Big Canoe community 
and beyond. In addition to multiple live 
weekly shows, music streams via automatic 
DJ once live shows complete, so tune in any 
time of day or night.  
 ITG Radio will also be a regular source 
for community news, weather, announce-
ments and in time, resident spotlights.
 Jill Philmon, Big Canoe’s general 
manager, will do various spots as will 
Tim Moran, Big Canoe's communications 
manager, focused on community news and 
announcements.  Our committed DJ's at 
this time are the three mentioned above and 
Kevin Tillery. He will have a special focus 
on ITG Radio's "on-location broadcasts" as 
we intend to do live shows from the Black 
Bear Veranda (probably starting in March, 
2019) and other points as we can. 

How to connect
 There are any number of ways to 
connect to Inside The Gates Radio.  We 

are available from any type of computer or 
mobile device.  From your computer, you 
can reach the station from our website, 
www.insidethegatesradio.com and going 
to the "player" tab.  The ITG Radio website 
was created by fellow Big Canoe resident 
and volunteer, Mike Podsedly.  Additional-
ly, anyone can visit BigCanoePOA.org and 
follow the link to the radio station.  The best 
way to access our station would be via free 
apps for both Apple and Android phones 
and tablets.  For Apple devices, proceed 
to the App Store and type "ITG Radio" in 
the search line.  You will find the App logo 
(careful not to download Radio Networks, 
just ITG Radio) and it's free.  
 For Android devices, on the search line 
for apps, type "insidethegatesradio" one 
word, all lower case and you will see the 
icon to download...all very free and easy. 
 There are various ways to communi-
cate with the ITG Radio team.  From each 
of the apps, it is possible to rate our station 
and leave a comment.  Additionally, we 
have an email address where you can reach 
out to us with any questions or comments 
about the station.  That address is ITGra-
dio@bigcanoepoa.org. 
 The Inside the Gates Radio team has 
put something very special together for our 
community and we are most hopeful that 
you are able to join us frequently.  Anyone 
who has questions or comments, please 
send us an email or contact Craig Looney, 
Inside The Gates Radio relationship manag-
er at (770)329-6469.  Inside The Gates Radio 
is the ROCK of Big Canoe!  

ITG Radio broadcasts music, 
news, weather to Big Canoe
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 top by today for delicious, mouth-watering treats at our 
new Bakery Shop and Deli in downtown Jasper.

Featuring fresh, made daily cakes, cookies, pies, and cheesecakes.   
Let us create your Christmas holiday desserts, dinner or party trays.

Wedding and catering services as well as special diet needs.
Serving hot breakfast and coffee from 6 am. Monday to Saturday;
Stop by for lunch and enjoy hot soup and fresh sandwiches.
Open 6 am. til 5 p.m. Monday to Friday; Saturday 6 am. til noon.

586 East Church Street 
Suite 101, Jasper, Ga. 30143

Call 678-708-6528 today.

Papa’s Bakery 
Now Open !

S

When it comes to protecting your 
assets, lifestyle and those you love 

…..EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

INSURANCE:   AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  BUSINESS

Norton Insurance Agency - Insurance Since 1928 
Built on the principles of providing quality insurance solutions to meet 

the needs of our clients and providing superior customer service.

Chris Kemp, Managing Partner 
• Resident Big Canoe 

• 21+ Years Insurance Experience
• Veteran – Captain U.S. Army
• Member – University of North 

Georgia Alumni Council 
• North Georgia Veterans Association 

• Recipient of the Insurance Commissioner’s 
“Build A Better Georgia Award”

Norton, Denson & Kemp, LLC
171 Foothills Parkway, Suite 201-B • Marble Hill, GA 30148

678-714-4027 • Email: ckemp@nortoninsurance.com 
www.nortoninsurance.com

INSURANCE COMPANIES:
• Cincinnati
• Chubb
• Encompass
• The Hartford
• Allstate
• American Modern 
• Auto-Owners
• Grange
• Hanover
• Allied/Nationwide
• Safeco
• Southern Mutual
• State Auto
• Travelers
• USLI
… and many more options.

H
ello Big Canoe! 
       I am honored to begin my 
service as president of the Big 
Canoe POA Board of Directors 

after being chosen following the annual 
meeting on December 1. 
 Before beginning my message, I want 
to thank Phil Anderson, Steve Wilson and 
Mike Rhodes for their service on the board 
and to the community. During the past 
three years, important tasks have been 
completed, including creating paths forward 
for water and internet with no cost to the 
POA and completing the long planned new 
firehouse.
 2019 will be a year to build upon these 
successes.

New Initiatives
 Improving board communication: Your 
board has learned from last year that im-
proving how we communicate to you is im-
portant. Thus, we are going to change how 
the agenda for our monthly work session is 
conducted. Starting in January, we will seek 
community questions and comments about 
agenda items during the meeting and not 
wait for input until after the meeting is over. 
 Rules for this interaction are being 
developed and will be communicated before 
this change occurs. We will still have a 
Q&A session after the meeting is adjourned 
for questions and comments for other mat-
ters, as the board has done previously.
 Another change we plan to implement 
is for the board to announce topics for 
which we will be seeking input from the 
community at the monthly work session. 
These will be topics the board will be con-
sidering for future action but not for months 
down the road. Discussion topics may be 
elements of the master plans currently be-
ing developed, funding alternatives that will 
need to be considered and changes being 
discussed for amenities such as the club-
house. These discussions may not occur 
every month.
 A financial initiative: We are going to 
explore establishing a community foun-
dation to accept voluntary donations and 
bequests. Many of our property owners 

have been long-time residents of Big Canoe 
and have expressed how much they have 
enjoyed being part of the Big Canoe com-
munity. Hopefully, they will recognize the 
need of the community to raise funds to 
sustain Big Canoe for the next generation 
of property owners. Funds contributed will 
primarily be used to supplement other ini-
tiatives to raise monies for capital improve-
ments. As we work through this initiative, 
we will provide more details.

Continuing strategic goals
 Let me provide a brief update on goals 
that were established toward the end of 
2018.
 Marketing: The board recognizes that 
we need to step up to promote our ameni-
ties since the significant marketing efforts 
by the developer have declined and are 
focused on selling real estate. Wise use of 
our underutilized amenities by non-proper-
ty owners should introduce potential home 
and lot buyers to our community and help 
reduce the financial burden for property 
owners to sustain the community’s opera-
tions. Initial marketing focus will be toward 
developing profitable weddings and special 
events (and minimizing disruption to prop-
erty owners’ amenity use), engaging more 
businesses to use our facilities for meetings 
and retreats and seeking more play on our 
golf courses.
 Intern Program: We need to control 
payroll costs at the clubhouse and other 
amenities. An intern program during our 
peak summer season may help. Housing is 
an issue for an intern program and we will 
explore renting housing for interns after 
January and February efforts to attract can-
didates.
 Land Sales: We will explore again the 
feasibility of disposing of the High Gap 
and roundabout properties, which were 
specified in 2016 during the land purchase 
as being available for sale. We will survey 
the community to determine if the current 
sentiment is the same as the 2016 plan. If the 
community at large is in favor of a sale, it 
will be done to ensure the natural beauty of 
Big Canoe will be conserved.
 Conservation: The natural beauty of 
Big Canoe was an important reason why 
most, if not all property owners, came here. 
Besides encouraging increased efforts of 
existing committees and clubs focused 
on conservation, last year’s board includ-
ed funds in the 2019 budget to deal with 
non-native invasive species. The board will 
encourage our conservation groups to reach 

 More than 50 spirited fans watched an exciting Army-Navy football game at the 
Big Canoe Clubhouse Veranda on Saturday, Dec. 8.
 Sponsored by the North Georgia Veterans, a tailgating food buffet and four 
large-screen TVs made the event a festive one for the football enthusiasts on the 
cold, wet afternoon.
 “A fun time was enjoyed by all attendees including spirited good-natured kid-
ding among our veterans and their guests,” NGV President Peter Vallone said.
 Hamburgers, brats, potato salad and sides were enjoyed by the raucous support-
ers of West Point and Annapolis as Army won its third straight Commander-in-Chief 
trophy, 17-10 after a nail-biting fourth quarter.
 The first Army-Navy game took place in 1890, has been played every season 
since 1930 and has been split pretty evenly with both teams dominating in spurts. 
The longest winning streak was by Navy between 2002 and 2015. Army has now won 
three straight.

New initiatives announced; 
work continues on strategic goals

JAY GOLDMAN

POA President’s
Report

out to experts at State of Georgia agencies, 
such as the Forestry Commission, and the 
forestry department at the University of 
Georgia to advise us on how to maintain our 
forest. These agencies have indicated, in the 
past, they will meet with us at no cost. 
 We also will further explore the 
Firewise Program, a national program 
developed to help communities minimize 
the risk of fire that has been part of several 
Leadership Big Canoe projects. We will not 
put our heads in the sand after the tragic 
experiences in California and Tennessee.
 Master plans for use/renovation of 
amenities, other real estate: We are having 
master plans developed by Bergin Golf 
and Chambers Inc. to help us create base 
lines for future community decisions about 
renovations/ changes that need to be 
made to our amenities. When we get their 
recommendations, initial reviews of their 
suggestions—including cost estimates and 
priorities—will be done by several exist-
ing committees and then presented to the 
community over several months to create 
our community plan.
 Funding master plan decisions:  At the 

end of 2018, the finance committee issued 
a study suggesting a plan to create funding 
sources to allow Big Canoe to self-regener-
ate its capital requirements by establishing 
a capital contribution fund. Included in the 
committee’s recommendations was the 
need to provide for an initiation fee for new 
property owners, who, otherwise, would 
have access to all amenities the day they 
move in without having paid any amount 
for that privilege. In addition, the committee 
suggested that current property owners 
have part of their monthly assessment allo-
cated to this capital contribution fund. Final-
ly, improving the operating performance of 
the POA, including adjusting amenity fees 

to be closer to market 
rates was also suggested.

        2019 will be an ex-
citing and good year for 
Big Canoe. There’s a lot 
of work to do! Our POA 
staff and your board are 
ready to move forward.

Fans enjoy classic 
Army-Navy game 

at Big Canoe Veranda

Carolyn Anderson (Left) and Sandy Schaefer made it clear which academy they 
supported in the annual gridiron meeting. PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

(L-R) Peter Vallone, NGV president talks with veterans Mike Ehrlich and Keith 
Williams prior to the start of the annual gridiron meeting between Army and Navy.

JAY GOLDMAN
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Everything you came here for 
– and more.

©2018 Lifestyles at Laurel Canyon, LLC. Special offers, prices, home designs and other information subject to errors, changes, omissions, 
deletions, availability, prior sale and withdrawal at any time without notice. Not an offering to CT, NJ or NY residents. Void where prohibited.

Live the way you feel and continue experiencing all the things that give 
you pleasure. Just north of Atlanta, Soleil is the place to be. Award-winning 
resort style 55+ community only minutes from shopping, dining, hospitals, 
culture and Blue Ridge.

Amenity-Rich Resort Living 
for Active Adults 

Find Your New Home at 
SoleilLaurelCanyon.com

Call Today for Your Personal Tour
678.710.9252

102 High Mountain Trace
Canton, Georgia 30114

• 24 hour manned gatehouse 
• 28,000 square foot Clubhouse 
• Tennis Facility 
• Pickle Ball 
• Health and Fitness Center  
• Heated Indoor Pool  
• Zero Entry Lagoon-Style Pool 
• Amphitheater 
• 5 Acre Fishing Lake  
• Gourmet Teaching Kitchen 

New Homes from the Low $300s 

UP TO $20,000 
IN SAVINGS

on Select Homes 
through 1/31/19

Sue McEntee
Email: bc.mcentee@bigcanoe.com
706-268-2323 office 
404-783-2340 cell
www.BigCanoe.com

Lots To Love
• 2087 Cherokee Trail, $159,900, BIG views 

Panoramic Views

186 CLIFF FERN POINT  
$699,900 

5 bedroom, 5.5 bath. 
Completely remodeled. master and 

2nd bedroom on main. FMLS #5609237

Large Screen Porch 

639 WAKE ROBIN DRIVE
$399,000

3 bedroom 3 bath. Opportunity to own 
this rare 3 bedroom ranch with three car 

detached garage and level driveway. 

Spectacular Mtn Views

100 HUCKLEBERRY TRAIL  
$459,900

SOLD

Spectacular Mtn Views

29 BEAR CREEK WAY  
$614,900

SOLD

SOLD

Great Get-A-Way Cabin

31 LAUREL TURN
$239,900

2 bedroom, 2 bath.  Located near 
the nature valley trails and Jeep 
trail entrance. FMLS #6018701

View! View! View!

249 SUMMIT DRIVE
$579,900

4 bedroom, 3.5 bath.  Craftsman home, 
located in desirable Audubon Ridge 

neighborhood. FMLS #6026451

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

Sales are Great! 
I WANT YOUR LISTING

I 
am often asked, “What is the most 
surprising thing that you have found in 
Big Canoe since being here?”  
 Having just passed my seven-month 

anniversary I am sorry to say the thing I 
least expected finding was residents who 
are disrespectful to our staff. 
 It’s probably only a small percentage in 
comparison to the total Big Canoe popula-
tion, but a sting is always remembered more 
than a bit of honey.  
 I wrote an article a few months back 
about the difference in a resort and a com-
munity, and one of those differences was 
how we treat each other and how we treat 
our staff.  Many of our staff, like myself, are 
residents too.  So many loving, wonderful 
individuals live in Big Canoe and tell me 
they are embarrassed by the actions of 
some.  
 Bob Mackey with the Black Bear Soci-
ety recently sent out the following excerpt 
from his newsletter to the members of the 
Black Bear Society:
 “Recent events at Big Canoe have 
caused us to rethink our role and request 
a favor of all of you.  Improper, rude and 
nasty behavior by some of our friends and 
neighbors is cause for concern.  
 “Staff has been mistreated, criticized 
and ridiculed.  YES, they make mistakes.  
YES, they screw up.  But they’re working 
real hard and doing their best.  Most of 
them are just kids, just getting started and 
trying to learn.  We all remember those 

days, many years ago! 
 “We are losing staff. We are losing 
staff with significant experience and tenure 
at Big Canoe.  They’re key assets to the 
community!  We’re hurting ourselves. 
So, here is the favor.  Here’s the request. 
Going forward, can we please treat all staff 
with respect.  We’d like for Bear Society 
members to set the standard and lead by 
example.  There are ways to properly voice 
a complaint.  Can we please follow accept-
able protocol? 
 “We live in a great place. A little Heav-
en on Earth.  Let’s be the good people we 
are, be respectful and have fun!”
 I received this as a member of the 
Black Bear Society but thought it worth sug-
gesting that I ask the same favor of all resi-
dents of Big Canoe.  When you are angry or 
aggravated, please take a deep breath, count 
to 20, then offer your constructive criticism.  
We only get better by knowing what we do 
wrong, but when those suggestions come 
in the form of aggressive behavior, we don’t 
hear a word you are saying!  
 Make your words count and be heard 
by being polite.  We strive to never make a 
mistake and would always like to meet your 
expectations, but with over 5,000 opinions 
on what that is, chances are we may not 
always succeed—but we will keep trying!
 If there is a serious issue or problem, 
any manager on duty will gladly speak to 
you or they can email or call me at jphilm-
on@bigcanoepoa.org or 706-268-2401.
 Let’s start with a fresh renewal of Big 
Canoe in 2019 and make this the year that 
we will be respectful to all within the Pearly 
Gates of Big Canoe. After all, Bob did say it 
was Heaven on Earth!   
 Happy New Year!

Jill Philmon, CCM, CCE
General Manager

JILL PHILMON

GM's
Corner

 ‘Heaven on earth’ 
needs your help—please’

 “How to Create Your Legacy: 
Using Donor Advised Funds 
and Bequests” is the topic of the 
January 13 Knowledge Series pro-
gram featuring Michelle Prater, 
President and CEO of the North 
Georgia Community Foundation. 
The presentation begins at 4:30 
p.m. in the Canoe Lodge, preced-
ed by registration, beverages and 
conversation at 4 p.m.
 Prater has been president 
and CEO with the North Georgia 
Community Foundation (NGCF) 
since 2015. The North Georgia 
Community Foundation is ded-
icated to enhancing the spirit of 
the community and the quality of 
life in the greater North Georgia 
region by building, preserving, 
and distributing philanthropic as-
sets, particularly in the 15-county 
area of northeast Georgia, includ-
ing Big Canoe and Dawson Coun-
ty. With Prater at the helm, the 
organization has exceeded its goal 
of $50 million in assets, and is in 
the process of creating a non-prof-
it university where NGCF will be 
the leader in providing education 
and development to non-profits 
within the North Georgia area. 
 She was a vice president 
in banking for over 10 years at 
Regions Bank then BB&T, where 
she led a highly successful team. 
During this time, Prater and 
her team won many sales and 
leadership awards. She served on 
the board for the Red Cross as 
well as the finance and personnel 
committees at her church. After 
a mission trip to Uganda in 2005, 
she decided to leave corpo-
rate America and work in the 
non-profit sector so that she could 
make a greater impact on those in 
need. 
 Future programs of The 
Knowledge Series this season 
will include:

Knowledge Series: 
Planning a 

financial legacy

Michelle Prater.

 • February 10, 2019: Seth 
Booth, Director of the Booth Muse-
um, Cartersville
 • March 10, 2019: Susan 
Anderson, “Success with Creative 
Arts Therapies with refugees of 
war, conflict, natural disasters, and 
other displacements in Bosnia, the 
Middle East, Haiti, Clarkston, and 
Hurricane Katrina”
 • April 7, 2019: Amy Pelissero, 
Head of School, Global Village 
Project, Decatur, with special ap-
pearance by Elise Witt, the music 
instructor at the school 
 • May 5, 2019: Catherine 
Lewis, Kennesaw State University, 
“Eisenhower, Golf, and Cold War 
Politics”
 Reservations are required to 
ensure a $7 seat at the presenta-
tion by registering online on the 
www.bigcanoepoa.org website 
listing of upcoming events, or by 
emailing tsawyer@bigcanoepoa.
org. Attendance is limited to the 
first 100 reservations. Registration 
at the door is $10. Cancellation is 
required by 3:00 p.m. on Friday 
January 11. Without a cancellation, 
the appropriate POA account will 
be charged, in keeping with stan-
dard clubhouse policy.
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438 RED FOX DRIVE
$779,000 • 5BR/5.5BA 

Beautiful mountain views. 
3car garage w/pool & hot tub. 

Ask For Steve

Want Your Home SOLD?
Results Speak Volumes. 

Please call me.

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

65 WRENS NEST 186 CHOCTAW RIDGE 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $369,900 • 4BR/4BA

Mountain views, two beds on 
main, two master suites.

201 WOODLAND TRACE 
$329,500 • 4BR/3.5BA

Log Cabin on stream across 
from Indian Rocks Park. 

727 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE196 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
. 

100 FALCON HEIGHTS

Just some of my listing results in 2018

29 BUTTERCUP LANE

23 RESTING BEAR 
. 

229 TEABERRY TRAIL
. 

77 WOOD FERN KNOLL 
. 

372 SYCAMORE TRAIL 

460 RIDGEVIEW WAY
. 

 5044 SANDERLIN DRIVE 
. 

 553 BUCK SKULL RIDGE

219 INDIAN PIPE DRIVE
. 

57 WOOD POPPY CT 
. 

315 CHOCTAW PASS
. 

472 RED FOX DRIVE

3306 WILDERNESS PKWY 
. 

193 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
$529,900 • 4BR/4.5BA

Very private yard. Spacious 
floor plan, Near amenities.

1118 WRENS NEST 297 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

59 WOODSTREAM PT 
. 

 28 WRENS NEST

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD

SOLDSOLD

842 COLUMBINE DRIVE

135 MALLARD COVE
$779,000 • 4BR/3BA

270 ft of Lake Petit shoreline. 
Unbelievable views. 

SOLD

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLDSOLD
382 OWLS BROWS 

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

276 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

30 GREEN HERON

SOLD

169 BLUESTERN NW
$579,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Spacious Wildcat Custom. 2 
beds and office on main. 

1664 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$549,000 • 4BR/4BA

Spectacular NE long range 
Mtn view. Very spacious. 

62 HOLLY POINT
$399,900 • 5BR/5BA

Walk out back door to lake & 
trail, fitness and mail Center. 

411 SANDERLIN MTN DR S.

T E S T I M O N I A L S

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD

2146 CRESTED FERN

SOLD

199 WILD GINGER CIRCLE115 TWIN CREEKS DRIVE

SOLD

253 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

SOLDSOLD

2612 HIGHLAND TRAILS

SOLD

314 RED COAT PASS
$429,000 • 3BR/2BA

Beautiful level yard. Near Main 
Gate. One floor living, no steps.

5529 Red Fox @ $279k - 3.5 acres backing to Dawson Forest w/big views NE.

7330 Moonlight @ $179k - acres + w/eash build & long range views/The Bluffs.

7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.

3576 Blazingstar @ $119k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end 
   of cul de sac, in Wildcat.

804 Isuba Trail @ $75k - Walk to Clubhouse, end of cul de sac, Choctaw Village. 
7207 Ridgeview @ $79k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value.

122 Fox Claw @ $119k - Last lot on cul de sac. Long range NE views toward       
  Amicalola.

6028 Buckskull Ridge @ $129,000 - Estate 4.4 acre homesite w/mtn views, 
   close to amenities, easy build.

2249 Sunuwa Way @ $69k. Near North Gate on 1acre very buildable. Great value.

SOLD

HOMESITES

467 MCELROY MTN DRIVE

SOLD

341 SYCAMORE TRAIL 
$525,000 • 4BR/4BA

Blackwell Creek neighborhood. 
Near Gate & trails. Mtn views. 

UNDER CONTRACTSOLD

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$474,000 • 4BR/3.5BA
Completely  upgraded  

Choctaw Village designed 
cottage. Move in ready.

104 TWIN CREEKS75 MALLARD COVE

SOLD

NEW PRICE

UNDER CONTRACT

6193 BELL FLOWER DR.

UNDER CONTRACT

2536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$339,500 • 3BDS/3BA

Privacy abundant. Adjacent to 
hiking trail. Long range views. 

39 WHITE ASTER LANE
$729,000 • 4BR/4.5BA

Gorgeous Award Winning 
home in Wildcat 
neighborhood. 

NEW LISTING

The sale price was over expectation 
and the closing was approximately six 
weeks from our list date. It was one  
of the fastest real estate transactions 
I’ve seen. Truly outstanding work for 
sure. We are very grateful.

                                        — Kelly

Your reassurance, that the right buyer would 
come along, was just what we needed to keep 
the house on the market.  

Your expertise when previewing the house 
was evident and the final sale price was just 
as you predicted.  Throughout the process 
we felt we had an advocate and would 
choose you again in the future. 
                                                                                                     

— Jerry and Valencia 

Expertise was evidentA fresh strategy
After being unsuccessful in obtaining a contract for twelve 
months, I needed to make a change, and get a fresh 
strategy and plan. That’s when Steve joined with me and 
put together a marketing plan that did, in fact, include 
some fresh approaches and pricing. In about three weeks, 
we had a contract. But, he didn’t stop there. You were with 
us through closing, following up on several items on our 
behalf even after we had moved out of our house. 

— Chris

Truly Outstanding

NEW PRICE

YOUR ADDRESS HERE

SOON TO BE
YOUR SOLD 

LISTING
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BY BONNIE CARLTON
Young Life 

S
eventy-five students and Young Life 
leaders from Pickens High School 
spent the weekend of Dec. 8 with 
hundreds of high school kids from 

the southeast at SharpTop Cove, a Young 
Life camp in Jasper. Despite the rainy 
weather, it was a weekend of fun, friends, 
adventure and a very special message.
 Several times throughout the week-
end, campers and leaders met together for 
“Club,” a high-energy gathering which con-
sists of music, games, and a message about 
the love that Jesus has for them. Everything 
about club is fun, engaging and appealing.  
Students heard from Mark Wilson, who 
serves on Young Life staff in Fairhope, Ala., 
about the God who created them, knows 
them the best and loves them the most. 
 Sharp Top Cove has much to offer.  
It provides a beautiful, distraction free 
setting in the mountains where high school 
kids can engage in a variety of activities. 
Students have the chance to get away from 
their normal routine and enjoy time with 
their friends and leaders. While at camp, 
kids get to be part of a big adventure.  
 “It was a very memorable weekend 
spent with lots of fun people. I’m very glad 
I had the opportunity to learn more about 
God and spend time with good friends 
and my amazing leaders,” said Ellie Pool, a 
junior at Pickens High School. 
 Every Young Life area all over the 
world has leaders who spend time building 
relationships with their high school friends, 
and Pickens County is no different. Leaders 
are adults from the community who want to 
invest in the lives of teenagers and provide 
a positive role model for them. Young Life 
leaders develop friendships with kids and 
then get the opportunity to go with them 
to camp, either for a weekend during the 
school year, or for a week-long summer 
camp.  Young Life leaders remain friends 
with kids long after their high school days 
are over.

Southeastern Young Life leaders 
gather at Sharp Top Cove

"Despite the rainy weather, 
it was a weekend of fun, 
friends, adventure and a 
very special message."

 Pickens Young Life Club is held every 
other Monday night during the school year 
at the Pickens County Recreation Depart-
ment for the time being.  The summer camp 
trip was recently announced to high school 
kids and will take place at Crooked Creek, 
a Young Life property in Fraser, Colo., June 
21-30, 2019.
 If you have questions about Pickens 
County Young Life or would like to get 
involved, please contact Bonnie Carlton, 
678-451-2614 or bcarlton@pickens.younglife.
org.

BY ANGELA REINHARDT
Staff writer
areinhardt@pickensprogress.com

 Just a few years after transitioning 
from a free health clinic only for Pickens 
County residents to a health center that 
takes a variety of government and private 
insurance and offers sliding-scale prices 
for the uninsured, Good Samaritan has 
pulled out a perfect score on their recent 
site visit from Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration [HRSA]. 
 Of all the Federal Qualified Health 
Centers [FQHC] in Georgia, Good Sam 
was the only one awarded a perfect score 
this calendar year, and only one of three in 
the entire nation. 
 “The Health and Human Services site 
visit is one of the most critical components 
of retaining our FQHS status,” said Good 
Sam’s Chief Executive Officer Tammi Sor-
rells. “The site visit score indicates that we 
successfully achieved a number of clinical, 
administrative, and financial measures, and 
highlights the outstanding quality of care 
delivered by our clinical team.” 
 In a tour of Good Samaritan Health 
& Wellness Center’s new facilities last 
week, site leaders not only discussed their 
excitement over the impeccable score 
from the HRSA, a division of the U.S. 
Department of Human Services, but also 
spoke about expanded services they offer 
as a FQHC. 
 “I think people still think of us as a 
free clinic,” said Dr. Ken Austin, former 
Piedmont cardiac physician who is on staff 

at the clinic. “I don’t think they realize how 
much we do and offer here now.” 
 The clinic now accepts Medicare, 
Medicaid, Peach Care, private insurance, 
Vet Choice, and has a sliding scale fee for 
the uninsured. They can also see patients 
from outside Pickens County. Services in-
clude medical, dental, pharmaceutical, vi-
sion, behavioral health, and pediatric. They 
also offer a Prescription Drug Assistance 
Program that helps qualifying patients get 

access to brand name or specialty drugs 
the in-house pharmacy may not supply.
 Sorrells toured this reporter around 
Good Sam’s new facility – a big step up 
from the compound of mobile homes they 
operated out of for over 10 years. The 
brick-and-mortar clinic features eight 
exam rooms, rooms designated for nurse 
practitioners, a pharmacy, four dental 
rooms, rooms for behavioral health ser-
vices, an x-ray room, and more. The clinic 

has a solid base of staff and volunteer med-
ical service providers, but there is plenty 
of room to grow and the new facility has 
the space to accommodate. Currently, for 
example, the clinic wants to expand their 
vision and dental services, and have re-
cently received grants to expand behavior-
al health services as well as improve their 
x-ray equipment to digital imaging. 
 Operational site visits like the one 
HRSA recently performed ensures the 
center is in compliance with federal 
requirements. HRSA reviews clinical, 
staffing, financial, and governance over the 
three-day site visit. FQHC’s are commu-
nity-based organizations that provide 
comprehensive primary and preventative 
care to persons of all ages. Good Samaritan 
has held the designation since 2015.  
 “To say that we are excited about the 
audit results is an understatement,” said 
Sally Long, chair of Good Sam’s board of 
directors. “While our executive leadership 
should be acknowledged for this achieve-
ment, it takes everyone to make a clinic 
like ours successful: administration, clin-
ical staff, volunteers, donors, community 
supporters – everyone.” 
 Good Sam Statistics:
 •Approximately 2,500 unique patients 
YTD
 •1,000 new patients YTD
 •Over 10,000 unique patients since April 
2002
 •More than 10,500 prescriptions dis-
pensed in pharmacy and through drug 
assistance program. 
 •Over 200 ultrasounds

Just after the Human Resources and Services Administration awarded Good Samaritan 
Health & Wellness Center a perfect score on their site visit, Good Sam’s leaders walked 
out to find a perfect rainbow overhead at the Samaritan Way facility in Jasper. 

Good Sam gets perfect score on site visit
Clinic has expanded services, wants patients
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MAKING
MORTGAGES

EASIER
EVERY DAY.

Construction/
Permanent Loans

Great Rates on Purchase or 
Refinance Transactions

100% Financing
FHA and VA Loans

Friendly Courteous Service

706.253.6400 Office
678.314.0346 Cell

travis.key@regions.com

www.regionsmortgage.com/traviskey

TRAVIS KEY
Mortgage Loan Originator

©2007 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. Regions is a registered service mark of Regions Asset Company and is used under license. Subject to 
qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Certain exclusions may apply. Loan term and availability subject to change. The 
Annual Percentage Rate on all adjustable rate mortgages is subject to change after consummation period. 

GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

BUDGET®

BLINDS
Style and service for every budget.®

SERVING CANTON, WALESKA, BALL GROUND, 
JASPER, TALKING ROCK AND BIG CANOE

Horizontal Blinds • Cellular Shades • Specialty Shaped Windows
Certified Lutron Smart Shade Dealer • Plantation Shutters

Custom Soft Window Treatments-Drapery • Roman Shades and Valances
Exterior Porch Shades • Commercial Window Coverings

Solar / Roller Shades • Vertical Blinds • Woven Wood Shades
Solar Film / Custom Panel Inserts

Over 25 Major Manufacturers represented!

f January Winter Sale  f
Mention this ad for an additional 10% OFF 

our already low prices on quality custom window coverings
Expiration January 31, 2019

678-445-5657 • https://budgetblinds.com/canton

I
f a tree falls in a forest and no one 
is around to hear it, does it make a 
sound? 
If you’re unconscious and nobody 

knows where your healthcare docu-
ments are, are they worth anything?
 The answer to the first: of course. 
The answer to the second: of course not.
Consider that if someone had found Ter-
ri Schiavo’s healthcare directive, none of 
us would have every heard of her.
 And really, if you’re unconscious or 
in incredible pain, that’s not the time to 
start explaining where to find the paper 
with your healthcare preferences and 
wishes.
 Give ‘em to your doctor? Not a 

great idea. If you become ill one night or 
weekend, nobody’s in the office to pull 
your file, find where the document is 
stashed, print out a copy and fax it to the 
right nurse’s station. Even in daytime, 
your healthcare papers will never be on 
the top of your file.
 The literally-cold facts. Your 
neighbor and mine, Ed Barber, an Emer-
gency Medical Technician with Dawson 
County’s EMS, says that one of the first 
things EMTs do after arriving at your 
house is raid the freezer [or in the case 
of Big Canoe residents, the refrigerator]. 
 It’s not because they’re hungry. 
 They are looking for a plastic bag 
you put there which holds essential 
healthcare information. In a flash the 
EMTs will know doctors and hospitals 
you prefer, allergies, recent medical 
problems, and more.
 All of this is contained in an inge-
nious H.O.A. form you fill out. You can 
find it at http://bigcanoehoa.org/images/
stories/pdf/medinfo.pdf [also in the Big 
Canoe Postal Facility and Canoe Lodge]. 

If you’re not a computer person, call and 
we’ll get you a copy.
 Use a bigger baggie.  The new 
Georgia Advance Directive for Health-
care belongs in the plastic bag, too. Or 
at least the recent but stark Healthcare 
Power of Attorney. 
 My living will, too? Best to update 
to the new Advance Directive if you still 
have a living will; you’re dealing with 
an antiquated document. Most official 
living wills — including Georgia’s — did 
not give the authority to someone you 
named. What’s the point of express-
ing your wishes without authorizing 
someone to act for you? They are also 
extremely limited in scope. 
 What about D.N.R. orders? You 
can’t get a “Do Not Resuscitate” order 
with a snap of your fingers. You can con-
sent to a D.N.R. order, or authorize one, 
but your physician has to actually issue 
it. Then the Order sits, waiting for the 
circumstance where it might be needed. 
There’s even an identifying bracelet 
you should get. (More on D.N.R. Orders 

another day.)
 In the end: it’s a great idea to put 
your D.N.R. order in that freezer baggie, 
too.
 Any room left for ice cream in the 
freezer? Of course: especially if you tape 
the baggie to a side wall in the freezer 
[or refrigerator in Big Canoe], like the 
form suggests. It’s only one plastic bag 
holding a bunch of folded-up papers. 
 The EMT people really look for 
the bag? They really do. And if you tell 
your immediate family about it, they 
could get to it, too, in an emergency.  

Want more info? 
Contact us through 
www.GaLaw.com. 
What’s above is 
general advice, not 
legal advice. So don‘t 
rely on anything above 
in making decisions 
or doing something 

without getting personal legal advice first.

Healthcare in your Freezer

GEORGE FOX

jamesbrownlaw@tds.net
770.355.9714  •  706.268.1150

11404 Big Canoe, Big Canoe, GA 30143
Big Canoe Resident for 30 Years...

JAMES H. BROWN
a n d  A s s o c i a t e s ,  L L C

A t t o r n e y  A t  L a w

CALL ME TO HELP YOU 
WITH THE MANY DIFFICULT
QUESTIONS REGARDING...
3 WILLS  3 TRUSTS  3 PROBATE

3 ADVANCE DIRECTIVES
3 FINANCIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

3 CORPORATIONS
3 STUDENT LOAN DEBT

House Calls and No Charge 
Initial Consultation...

Another New Year is here...
Like it or not!

How many months will you 
put off those decisions this year? 
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447 Harmony School Rd., Jasper, GA
Showroom Hours: Wed-Fri 10-4 or by appt

Business: 706-301-5698 
Website: www.myenclosedporch.com 

FREE IN-HOME 
CONSULTATIONS

PORCH FLOORING

Transform your covered porch ...
... into a beautiful three-season room 

with affordable Eze-Breeze® sliding panels. 

Beautiful and durable waterproof 
flooring, luxurious appearance with 

comfort and durability.

• Floor-to-ceiling views
• Ease of operation – leave them up 
   year-round
• Protection from bugs, rain, wind, 
  dust and pollen
• Filter 99% of harmful UV rays
• Custom made for a perfect fit in 
   any opening
• Backed by a Lifetime Frame Warranty, 
   plus a 10-year warranty on the vinyl,  
   screen and moving parts

Outdoor Living makes it possible for you to 
quickly, easily and affordably enclose your 
porch or patio for use almost year-round in 
North Georgia.

Furniture
Liquidation Sale

WE 
INSTALL 
SCREEN 
ROOMS 

TOO.

 In the case of a heart attack, every 
minute is critical for patients.
 Northside Hospital Cherokee recently 
helped Pickens County Fire and Emergen-
cy Services purchase three new state-of-
the-art defibrillators that allow the EMS 
provider to transmit vital patient informa-
tion from the ambulance directly to the 
hospital’s emergency department in route 
to the hospital.
 “Successful and rapid transmission 
of electrocardiograms (EKGs) from EMS 
providers/vehicles is critical in providing 
life-saving treatment to and improving out-
comes for STEMI (ST-elevation myocardi-
al infarction) patients,” said Patricia Tyson, 
director of the Northside Hospital Heart 
and Vascular Institute. “The new equip-
ment will produce a rapid transmission of 
the EKG and provide quick diagnosis of the 
heart attack while EMS is at the patient’s 
location or in the ambulance itself.”
 The ZOLL X Series® Monitor/De-
fibrillator communicates with the hospital 
over an integrated Wi-Fi connection. The 
technology allows EMS providers to se-
curely transmit 12-lead data to the hospital 
and anyone involved in the continuum of 
care—wherever and whenever—as long as 

there is Internet access. It facilitates quick 
STEMI verification by a physician (at the 
hospital), so patients can be taken directly 
to the Cath lab as soon as the ambulance 
arrives at the entrance to the emergency 
department.
 “I, along with Pickens County Fire/
Rescue would like to thank Northside 
Cherokee Hospital for their generous 
donation of three Zoll heart monitors,” said 
Sloan Elrod, fire chief, Pickens County Fire 
and Rescue Services. “The new devices 
have the capability of effectively communi-
cating lifesaving information to the hospital 
before the patient arrives to the ER, thus 
saving valuable time in patient care.”
 The Northside Hospital health care 
system is one of Georgia’s leading health 
care providers with more than 150 loca-
tions across the state, including three acute 
care, state-of-the-art hospitals in Atlanta, 
Cherokee County and Forsyth County. 
Northside Hospital leads the U.S. in new-
born deliveries and is among the state’s 
top providers of cancer care and surgical 
services. Northside has 3,000 physicians 
and 16,000 employees who serve more 
than three million patient visits annually 
across a full range of medical services.

(left to right) Jody Collins, operations chief, Pickens Fire & Rescue; Fire Chief Sloan 
Elrod; Patricia Tyson, director, Northside Hospital Heart & Vascular Institute; Sarah 
Putzer, manager, Northside Hospital Cherokee Emergency Department; Pickens County 
Fire Marshall Shane Callahan; Jackie Sollogub, physician liaison, Northside Hospital 
Heart & Vascular Institute; and, Rob Jones, chairman of the Board of Pickens County 
Commissioners. PHOTO COURTESY OF NORTHSIDE HOSPITAL

Northside Hospital donates 
defibrillators to Pickens County EMS

 Music at Holy Family presents the Irish 
band Ah Surely in a free concert on Sunday, 
January 20, 2019, at 4:00 in the afternoon.
 Unique among traditional Irish bands, Ah 
Surely goes beyond virtuoso instrumentals and 
vocals and adds spirited step dance to their 
highly entertaining performances. A multi-tal-
ented trio, wielding the fascinating Irish 
uilleann pipes, fiddle, flute, concertina, banjo 
and guitar, Ah Surely raises a ruckus with Irish 
music, dancing and singing – offered up in a 
show brimming with warmth and humor!
 Since its founding in 2014, John Maschinot 
and Evan Kinney have played festivals, parties, 
pubs - any venue looking for a great time and 
good Irish music. (Oh, and maybe an old-time 
fiddle tune or three - Evan’s an excellent Geor-
gia-style fiddler!). John on the uilleann pipes 
and flute, and Evan on guitar, vocals, banjo, 
harmonica… just about anything that makes a 
joyful noise! Claire Shirey and her hard shoes 
quickly became a feature at gig after gig with 
the boys. And between steps, she somehow 
became an ace fiddler, concertina player and 

Irish flute player in her own right.
 Don't miss this unique opportunity to hear 
and see this enthusiastic group.
 As usual, the Holy Family parish choir 
will present a brief service of choral evensong 
following the performance by our guests. A 
reception follows evensong so that you may 
meet and greet the performers.
 The Episcopal Church of the Holy Family 
is located on Griffith Road, off of Cove Road 
across from Dollar General in Jasper. For more 
information, please see www.holyfamilyepis-
copalchurch.net or call 770-893-4525.
 Future free concerts at Holy Family:
 • February 17, 2019: Caroline Rollins, mez-
zo soprano
 • March 17, 2019: Treble Choir from St. 
Bartholomew Episcopal Church, Atlanta 
 • April 28, 2019: Special Guest Choir
 • May 19, 2019: Uncommon Practice

Irish Band Ah Surely presented by Music at Holy Family
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Ronald Reemsnyder
A T T O R N E Y

22 Year Resident of Big Canoe

I have been selected by my peers as a 
“Super Lawyer” and also serve, when needed, 

as the Judge for the City of Dawsonville. 

My practice includes:
LIVING WILLS 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
WILLS

LITIGATION

Call for Free Initial 
Home Consultation

(706) 216-1272
www.ronreemsnyder.com

F A M I L Y  D E N T I S T R Y
New Patients Always Welcome!

127 South Main St., Jasper, GA 30143 
706-253-3567

Eric S. Pryor, DMD

Carla Boutin, Agent
Bus: 706-268-1500 
Bus: 706-216-6392  

carla@carlaboutin.com

Big Canoe Resident

and a joyous New Year.
May the joy of the season make all 
your wishes come true.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

1101447.1                                                                   State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Wishing  you a
Merry Christmas...

BY CYNTHIA SMITH 

 It’s the time of year for thinking about 
change and self-improvement.  Some want 
to make new friends, learn a foreign lan-
guage, research family history, find a new 
hobby or just read more.   No matter what a 
person’s goals, chances are the local library 
can help.
 The Pickens County Library in Jasper, 
one of eight libraries in the Sequoyah 
Regional Library System, offers its patrons 
many free services. Meeting rooms and 
quiet study rooms are available. Online 
magazines and audible books are free to 
library card holders.  Test prep for GED, 
college-entrance tests, Georgia driving test 
and the U.S. Citizenship test can be found at 
the library.  

Socialize at the library
 The library is home to many popular 
social groups. In addition to book clubs, 
children can enjoy Lego Club, Chess Club 
and seasonal events like visiting with Santa, 
an autumn celebration and a petting zoo.  
Many teens enjoy the Dungeons and Drag-
ons group where they can learn and play the 
popular game.
 Adult groups include the Yarners who, 
according to Library Manager Emma Ingle, 
“gather for fellowship while they work on 
crocheting and knitting projects.”  The 
group has done charity work in making 
warm caps for cancer patients undergo-
ing chemotherapy.  Other adult offerings 
include Bingo for Books, Master Gardeners 
of Pickens and, of course, book clubs.

A wealth of free services
 Genealogy is a popular hobby and the 

library is prepared to help with two web-
sites – Ancestry and Heritage Quest.  The 
Pickens branch is also home to a dedicated 
genealogy room with additional research 
resources.  
 The Experience Passes program offers 
tickets to local attractions that may be 
checked out as one would a book.  Some 
of the popular destinations include certain 
state parks, the Atlanta Center for Puppetry 
Arts Museum, Zoo Atlanta, and the Go Fish 
Education Center.  
 The library has some unusual offerings 
as well.  There is a sewing machine that can 
be checked out.  A legal forms library assists 
patrons with law-related needs.  The lan-
guage-learning program, Mango, is free to 
library patrons and offers online instruction 
in more than 70 languages.

Technology for all
 The library offers free technical ad-
vice to patrons by appointment.  Another 
by-appointment offering is tax assistance 
provided by AARP beginning in February. 
 The STEAM backpack program affords 
children the opportunity to check out one 
of 15 backpacks.  Inside each pack are games 
and activities to foster higher-level thinking 
in the areas of science, technology, engi-
neering, the arts and mathematics.  One 
can even borrow robotics kits and a digital 
microscope.

Get involved
 The Friends of the Library is a group 
that is always seeking members, according 
to Ingle.  These volunteers help with fund-
raising, special library events, collaborative 
community efforts and reading programs 

for children and adults.
 Book clubs for younger readers (ages 
7 and up) will begin in January.  Another 
recent addition is Sequoyah-Con, a day of 
panel discussions, activities and programs 
relating to popular comic book and fantasy 
characters.  Pickens, Gilmer, Woodstock 
and R.T. Jones will participate in this event 
scheduled for March 23, 2019.
 More information about the Sequoia 
Library System can be found on its website 
as well as Facebook.

Storytime with Santa and Nana Claus at the Pickens Library.

Heather Wilson of Amicalola State Park 
presents Birds of Prey at the Pickens Library.

Resolve to use your library

In Memoriam
Gary Anthony Philmon

September 25, 1938 – December 13, 2018

L
aughter, love of music, friends, 
family and never met a stranger 
is how one would describe Tony 
Philmon.

       He was born September 25, 1938 to 
Jessie and Paul Philmon in Charlotte, N. 
C. Philmon grew up in the Charlotte area 
with his younger sister Judy who prede-
ceased him. An avid music lover, he sang 
with the Charlotteteens from the eighth 
grade until present. Philmon graduated 
from Central High School in 1956 and 
after attended Pfeiffer University on a full 

music scholarship, graduating in 1961 with 
his BA.
 Following college he served in the 
U.S. Marine Corp. If you asked Tony 
about his accomplishments he would 
not mention any of the above, instead he 
would tell you about his family espe-
cially his love for his wife, Jill, and his 
two children, Matt and Blaire. Philmon’s 
legacy will always be his endearing ability 
to make people laugh and his dance card 
was always full. To those that loved him 
he was the sweetest curmudgeon. He 
leaves behind his wife, Jill of 31 years; 
his son, Matthew and daughter-in-law, 
Stefanie; and his daughter, Blaire; plus a 

multitude of family and friends.
 A Memorial Service will be held at 
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 18 at McEwen 
Funeral Home - Pineville Chapel in Char-
lotte, N. C. and another Memorial Service 
at The Big Canoe Chapel, 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 19 with the Rev. Lamar 
Helms and Rev. Len Walker officiating. A 
reception will follow this service in the 
Broyles Center.
 In lieu of flowers, please send dona-
tions in Philmon's honor to Big Canoe 
Chapel, BCAR, or Black Bear Project, c/o 
Big Canoe POA.
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Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400
E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com
Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

SHELBY COLLINS
Associate Broker Accredited Buyer’s Representative
MEMBER OF THE INSTITUTE FOR LUXURY HOME MARKETING

Accredited Staging Professional

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West $110,000
Great View of Lake and Mountains 

n 112 Disharoon $80,000
VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 7024 Sourwood Circle $30,000
Interior View!! Level Lot!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll $25,000

n 152 Bellflower Drive $35,000
Seasonal Ridgeline View!

699 TURNBURY LANE
$885,000 • FMLS #5984625

4 Bedrooms-3 Full/3 Half Baths

UNDER CONTRACT IN 17 DAYS!

GREAT VIEW!

1521 DEER RUN
$375,000 • FMLS #5886289

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
VIEW, VIEW, VIEW

Loaded with Mountain Ambiance!!!

NEW PRICE

176 YANEWA PATH
$425,000 • FMLS #5993566

3 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Located close to North Gate and Trails

Beautiful Mountain Cottage!

MOUNTAIN CHARMER

123 BLUESTERN DRIVE SE
$899,000 • FMLS #6009930

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras and Upgrades

Prestigious Wildcat Location

LONG RANGE VIEW!

81 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$269,000 • FMLS #6010870

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Great Outdoor Spaces
Serenity in the Woods

PRIVACY!!

11 POPLAR CIRCLE
$340,000 • FMLS #5923981

4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Like New--Near Village

Main Level Office • Bonus Room

NEW PRICE

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
$650,000 • FMLS #6024412

4 Bedrooms/3 Full Baths/3 Half Baths
Fabulous View and Convenient Location
Beautiful Landscaping-Gardeners Dream

VIEW!!!

25 TROON CIRCLE
$439,000 • FMLS #6092565

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
On Golf Course 

Wonderful Outdoor Spaces

NEW LISTING

33 CHOCTAW
$415,700 • FMLS #5973304

5 Bedrooms-4.5 Baths

ONLY 9 DAYS ON MARKET!

NEW LISTING

BIG CANOE LOTS

39 POPLAR CIRCLE
$279,900 • FMLS #6061713

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated!

Separate Guest Apartment

NEW LISTING

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$799,000 • FMLS #6042958

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Privacy and a View

Inlaw Suite~3 Car Garage

207 MUIRFIELD WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6034498

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras

Golf Course Location

NEW LISTING

404 OWLS BROW
$249,900 • FMLS #6028755 

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Lakeside Neighborhood; Updated but 

loaded with Mountain Ambiance

NEW LISTING

100 YANEGWA PATH
$325,000 • FMLS #5861187

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Large Office/Hobby Rooms

Near Walking Trails

NEAR NORTH GATE

63 THE PADDOCK
$549,000 • FMLS #6092543

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

NEW LISTING

320 CHEROKEE TRAIL
$390,000 • FMLS #6028541

5 Bedroom/3.5 Baths
4 Minutes from North Gate

Custom Built~Beautifully Maintained

NEW LISTING

840 MCELROY MOUNTAIN DRIVE
$899,000 • FMLS #6046390

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
PANORAMIC 60 MILE VIEWS

Loaded with upgrades

VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!

134 BEECH FERN KNOLL
$549,500 • FMLS #5999782

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
3.5 Acres of Natural Gardens. One of the 

most unique properties in Big Canoe

GARDENERS DREAM

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$850,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home

Disharoon Creek Runs Through Property

NEW LISTING

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$395,000 • FMLS #6004035

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW LISTING

37 WARBLER WAY
$1,495,000 • FMLS #6000489

6 Bedrooms/6 Baths/2 Half Baths
Magnificent Lake Front Home!! A rare 
opportunity for a discriminating buyer!

STUNNING LAKEFRONT HOME!

204 SINTI TRAIL
$549,000 • FMLS #5966818

4 Bedrooms 4.5 Baths

UNDER CONTRACT IN 5 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

SOLD!

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

157 TREETOP KNOLL DRIVE
$159,000 • FMLS #6078047

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Perfect Weekend Treehouse!

Nicely updated.

166 WHITE ASTER LANE
$750,000 • FMLS #5946123

5 Bedrooms 4 Full/3 Half Baths
Loaded with Upgrades

Fabulous Home!!

STREET OF DREAMS SHOWHOUSE

 75 CHEROKEE POINT
$425,000 • FMLS #5953428

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

SOLD!

Best Wishes for the New Year!

NEW LISTING

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

220 WAKE ROBIN
$442,500 • FMLS #6092487

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home

Disharoon Creek Runs Through Property

SOLD! SOLD!

YOUR HOUSE HERE!

SOLD!

PENDING!

PENDING!
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Big canoe 
resident since 2001.

What does it mean to be IN good 
hands?Ð It means that I know the 
risks in the area. I’ll use my local 
expertise to help you choose the 
right amount of protection. And I’ll 
be there to help you over the years. 
Call or stop in for a free, 
no-obligation Personalized 
Insurance Proposal today.

Steve Moranos
706-268-1268
88 North Gate Station Drive
Marble Hill

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Vehicle and 
Property Insurance Co., Allstate Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co. © 2016 Allstate Insurance Co. 23

95
58

IN IT FOR THE 
LONG HAUL

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

 The Georgia Water Coalition (GWC) 
issued a list of what it calls its “Dirty Doz-
en,” highlighting places and practices that 
the group says endanger Georgia’s water 
quality. Among the 12 on this year’s list is 
Flat Creek in Dawson County.
 On the night of March 20, a forklift 
driver at Gold Creek Foods punctured a 
55-gallon barrel of ferric chloride, an acid 
used in water treatment at the plant. More 
than 40 gallons flowed downhill to a reten-
tion pond and then on to Flat Creek. Two 
days later, Dawsonville city workers noticed 
the creek flowing bright orange, saw dozens 
of dead fish and quickly traced the problem 
to the chicken processing plant. 
 The spill killed virtually all aquatic 
life in Flat Creek for nearly four miles. 
Crayfish, salamanders and fish littered 
the orange-tinged water of the creek as it 

flowed past a local elementary school and 
residential areas in Dawsonville. Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
investigators estimated that 8,262 fish per-
ished, including 1,990 Cherokee darters as a 
result of the March spill. Further inspection 
of the Gold Creek Foods facility found that 
the area where ferric chloride and other 
chemicals were stored lacked structures 
to contain spills and prevent them from 
flowing to Flat Creek. 
 The spill “exposed the glaring weak-
nesses in Georgia’s underfunded and un-
derstaffed industrial stormwater program,” 
according to the report. The spill killed 
more than 8,000 fish, and the report states 
that it “exposed the failure of state leaders 
to properly fund” Georgia’s EPD. 
 There are roughly 2,800 industrial facil-
ities in Georgia, each of which is supposed 
to have a plan in place to control spills and 
polluted runoff to prevent tragedies like the 
one that occurred on Flat Creek. According 

Don Naughtin
Custom Woodwork, Inc.

Specializing in premium custom cabinetry and 
furniture for over 30 years in Big Canoe.

Visit us on facebook

678-640-3414 
dfnjhn@windstream.net

“The spill killed virtually all aquatic life in Flat Creek for nearly 4 miles.”

Dawson’s waterway deemed ‘dirty;’ 
Gold Creek Foods spill blamed

to the report, Georgia’s Environmental Pro-
tection (EPD) industrial stormwater team 
had not inspected the facility in the previ-
ous five years. Currently, the EPD program 
that oversees these types of accidents has 
only two full-time staffers that must oversee 
industrial stormwater protection plans for 
some 2,800 facilities. 
 Despite growing state revenue, funding 
for EPD has remained stagnant. In the 2019 
state budget, the agency received less in 
state funding than it did in 2005. Adjusted 
for inflation, EPD has seen the state portion 
of its budget reduced by about 21 percent in 
the past 14 years. Finally, proposed changes 
to the Clean Water Act made by the Trump 
administration puts Georgia’s water in 
jeopardy. If the Clean Water Act is revised 
as President Trump has proposed, as much 
as 56 percent of the stream miles in Georgia 
could lose important protections. 
 Regional EPD personnel visited the fa-
cility previously after numerous complaints 
about pollution from Gold Creek Foods. 
During one of those visits, the improper 
storage of chemical drums was noted and 
the company’s Stormwater Pollution Pre-
vention Plan (SWPPP) was discussed. Re-
cords show that water monitoring required 
by the SWPPP and conducted by Gold 
Creek Foods from 2015-2017 indicated reg-
ular violations of clean water benchmarks. 
But, EPD staff in Atlanta with the indus-
trial stormwater team never completed a 

thorough review of the site, this data or the 
SWPPP. EPD required Gold Creek Foods to 
clean-up contaminated soil on their proper-
ty and update its SWPPP to prevent future 
spills and assessed a monetary penalty of 
$15,000.  
 "This lack of funding has contributed to 
tragedies like the March chemical spill at a 
Dawsonville chicken processing facility that 
led to the deaths of more than 8,000 fish on 
Flat Creek," the report stated. "EPD industri-
al stormwater staff had not reviewed and 
inspected the facility’s stormwater pollution 
prevention plan in the previous five years."
In addition, the report points the finger at 
Georgia Power Company for putting pres-
sure on Georgia politicians to keep coal ash 
tipping fees low across the state. Currently, 
there are six regional landfills that accept 
coal ash, including one in Banks County in 
North Georgia. The report said the tipping 
fees for coal ash are 60-percent lower than 
tipping fees for regular household garbage. 
"The deal also exposes Georgians to more 
toxic coal ash shipped from out of state," 
the report stated. 
 Flat Creek, a tributary of Shoal Creek 
and the Etowah River, begins in stormwater 
flow leaving the Gold Creek Foods process-
ing facility. From there it flows into Shoal 
Creek, which, in turn, flows to the Etowah 
River within the Dawson Forest Wildlife 
Management Area. 
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Family Owned & Operated

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS

SALES, SERVICE & 
INSTALLATION

Call for all your Heating & Cooling Needs.

We Service & Replace all Brands.

Also Offer Service Contracts 
which makes You a Priority Customer.

Call us Today to Request Your Service Contract, 
or Visit Our Website: www.CheshireHVAC.com

Ball Ground • 770.735.2724
Jasper • 706.692.4359

CELEBRATING 50 PLUS YEARS 
OF EFFICIENT & QUALITY SERVICE

Celebrating 50 Plus Years Of Business

$25 OFF any qualifying repair 
invoice of $50 or more. 

*May not be used towards diagnostic fee.

$200 OFF selected complete 
HVAC system replacements.

 *Certain restrictions may apply - please call our office for details.

From all of us at Cheshire Heating & Air - We wish you and
your family a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

 Dawson County Commission Chair-
man Billy Thurmond set goals for the 
upcoming year for the commissioners, the 
majority of which are to continue goals 
set forth in 2018.
 First on Thurmond’s list is to finish 
the countywide property tax re-evalua-
tions. The goal was set in order to make 
sure each property in all areas of the 
county was evaluated fairly and equitably. 
Residential and agricultural properties 
were completed last year; commercial 
properties remain unfinished.
 The second goal is to continue to 
work on updating the county ordinanc-
es, a process Thurmond last year called 
“on-going.”
 “We are looking back at all of our 
ordinances to determine which ones need 
updating,” Thurmond said. 
 Providing the citizens of Dawson 
County with the opportunity to vote on 
a local Transportation Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST) ref-
erendum is the third goal. The T-SPLOST 
tax provides the county and Dawsonville 
the ability to collect up to one percent 
sales tax for the purpose of transporta-
tion improvements and would have to be 
approved through a vote by the citizens. 
The T-SPLOST would impact roads and 
bridges. Thurmond said the commission-
ers are looking to put it on the March 
ballot. 
 Fourth on the list is the completion 
of several Special Purpose Local Option 
Sales Tax (SPLOST) projects. SPLOST 
is a way to fund capital projects through 
an optional one percent county sales tax. 
The projects are proposed by a county 
government, in this case Fire Station #9 
and Public Works/Fleet Shop. It is collect-
ed on items subject to the sales and use 
tax within the county.
 “We are looking to purchase property 
off of Sweetwater-Juno Road,” Thurmond 
said. “This is the area of the county that 
has the most population that still has an 
ISO fire rating of 10. This station will 
change their rating to an ISO 3. This will 
save these homeowners several hundred 
dollars a year on their homeowners insur-
ance.”
 The Insurance Services Office (ISO) 
creates ratings for fire departments and 

surrounding communities which calculate 
how well-equipped fire departments are 
to put out fires in that community. In the 
ISO rating scale, a lower number is better: 
1 is the best possible rating, while a 10 
means the fire department did not meet 
the ISO's minimum requirements.
 SPLOST money will also fund the 
department of public works/fleet shop, 
which will be constructed on the prop-
erty at the transfer station. The facility 
will house the operations of both public 
works and fleet and Thurmond said the 
facility will make both departments more 
productive. 
 The 2020 budget rounds out the list. 
Last year, the budget process involved 
numerous changes, and was the subject 
of three hearings. It was approved in 
November and is comprised of $27,170,235 
in the general fund and 22 other funds, 
including the capital projects fund and 
SPLOT funds. Included in the general 
funds is an increase of $752,755 over the 
amended 2018 budget.
 Reflecting over the board’s 2018 
objectives Thurmond noted that com-
munication was high on the priority list 
and it was the board’s aim to continue to 
improve communication with all citizens 
and community partners. 
 “We have had meetings throughout 
the year with our community partners,” 
he added. “I have spoken at several meet-
ings and community functions in an effort 

to keep the public informed. Our county 
manager has also continued to hold his 
community forums throughout the year 
to discuss what has been happening in the 
county.”
 Another step in that direction was 
the creation of a new county position. 
The 2019 budget included funding for a 
public relations position, which would be 
a direct report to the county manager and 
not be affiliated with any department. 
 It was the adoption of the 2019 bud-
get that was the biggest accomplishment 
of the commissioners. 
 “This budget will improve the 
efficiency and productivity in all county 
departments,” Thompson said. 
 The commissioners began last year 
aspiring to create and adopt a compre-
hensive budget that meets the needs of 
staff and elected officials while providing 
the highest quality of service to citizens. 
This goal was met without raising the 
millage rate, commented Thurmond. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Impact fees will continue to be in the 
focus of commissioners in the upcoming 
year. The board approved looking into 
the re-adoption of impact fees in the last 
quarter of 2018. According to Thurmond, 
the commissioners continue to look at the 
impact that impact fees have on our coun-
ty especially on our commercial sector. 
 What area needed improvement? 
Communication. 
 “We will continue to look for ways to 
improve communication to the public,” 
Thurmond said. “This is an area that I feel 
we should always strive to make im-
provements.”
 Thurmond encourages the citizens 
of Dawson County to contact the board 
with any questions or concerns because 
he wants them to know that the board “is 
available to them.” 

We Clean Rugs The Way
They Are Supposed To Be Cleaned

Watch the informational videos on our website to learn more.

We also Clean Carpet/Upholstery, Hardwood Floors and Do Repairs
Carpet repairs • Protectant for all of  your fine textiles
FREE PICK-UP AND DELIVERY WITH A $125 MINIMUM

706-489-8355     404-234-5922
www.bearcreekrugcare.com

WE NOW SELL RUG PADS! - CUSTOM CUT. SPILL PROOF.

S E R V I N G  N O R T H  G E O R G I A

Thurmond sets goals for Dawson BOC

"Communication was high on the priority list and it was the board’s aim to continue to improve communication 
with all citizens and community partners."

Billy Thurmond.
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BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW

Discussable books

Two skulls, one cracked and one in a tree

More than a stolen station wagon

Books

B
ooks can be enjoyable, informa-
tive, entertaining, enlightening, 
scary, boring, readable, tedious or 
any number of other applicable 

adjectives. But we have been curious about 
which books are discussable. A book can be 
any number of things, all positive, but still 
not be a discussable book. 
 If you belong to a book club, you surely 
have experienced a thoroughly good read 
that your members had little to say about 
it, other than it was good. We have been 
asking local book clubs to share the books 
they favored during the past year, and if 
they generated discussion.
 A long-time advantage to living in Big 
Canoe is the amazing range of interests 
among the residents. Reading ranks high on 
the list. 
 The Ridgerunners Book Clubs were 
formed so members could share their inter-
est in reading. All the responses to date are 
from Ridgerunners groups. We hope other 
groups will share their preferences. 
 If you are not a member of a group but 
have read a book you would like to discuss, 
let us know. Who knows what might come 
from a simple inquiry? Email books@bigca-
noenews.com.

Who Picked This Book 
 Our group read so many good books 
we asked each member to pick their top 
three. The vote was close, but here are our 
top three choices: 
 “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa 
Wingate. The author did a wonderful job in 
this historical fiction, that opened our eyes 
as to what can go on right under our noses. 
The story is about family, the priceless bond 
between sisters, and the strength of the 
human spirit when faced with adversity. 
 “A Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor 
Towles was our second choice. It is rich in 
detail, masterly woven together in a beauti-
fully descriptive story about an aristocratic 
gentleman that will capture your heart with 
his endearing charm, culture and selfless 
acts of love. 
 “When Crickets Cry” by Charles Mar-
tin. An emotional story about love and life 
that we agreed readers can relate to. That 
it is set in North Georgia, in places that we 

were familiar with, made it more appealing.
Submitted by Susan M Eanes

Chapter 13 
 It appears our group favors historical 
fiction ?friction. The group tends not to read 
romances or mysteries, but we all do like a 
good mystery read.
 “Killers of the Flower Moon” by David 
Grann was one of our favorite books this 
year. The information on the Osage Indians, 
oil, murders and the birth of the FBI was a 
part of history not emphasized in our school 
years. 
 The last several years our favorite 
books have been “The Nightingale” by Kris-
ten Hannah, “Hidden Figures” by Margaret 
Lee Shetterly and “Boys in The Boat” Daniel 
James Brown. Each book had a story with a 
different historical background.

Submitted by Mary S. Fuller

Happy Bookers 
 These three excellent books generated 
lots of conversation at our meetings. Our 
choices are not feminist stories, but stories 
of women who persevered through difficult 
circumstances.

 “The Rent Collector” by Camron 
Wright was a heart wrenching factual story.
 “Before We Were Yours” by Lisa 
Wingate. We were unaware of the history 
of illegal adoptions in Memphis in the 40's 
and the corruption in the adoption agency 
at that time.
 “Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane” by 
Lisa See is historical fiction that gave insight 
into the history of tea and its enormous 
impact on civilization in general and on one 
family. Another strong woman perseveres 
and excels. 

Submitted by Linda Carter

Blue Stockings  
 Of the many interesting and education-
al books that we read in the last year, the 
following are our favorites.
 “Mud Bound” by Hillary Jordan takes 
place in rural Mississippi during the 1940s. 
Prejudice, cruelty, and brutality are woven 
throughout this book City-bred Laura McAl-
lan moves with her husband, father-in-law 
and children to a Mississippi Delta farm—a 
place she finds foreign and frightening. Her 
husband has limited farming knowledge and 
little common sense. Her father-in-law is a 

selfish, cruel, demanding unpleasant person. 
Jordan’s characters stay with the readers.
 “Untamed” by Will Harlan is the true 
story of Carol Ruckdeschel, a self-taught 
scientist who dropped out of college at the 
urging of her boyfriend. She eats road kill, 
rides horses bareback, wrestles alligators and 
has killed a man. She lives on Cumberland Is-
land off the Georgia coast in a cabin she built 
herself. She fights for keeping Cumberland 
Island pristine against the Carnegie family 
and U.S. Forest Department who want the 
Island open to tourists and cars.
 “The Rent Collector” by Camron 
Wright takes place in a large municipal 
waste dump in Cambodia where husband 
and wife, Ki Lim and Sang Ly, struggle to 
survive. They live by selling recyclables 
they find in the trash. And they must pay 
rent on the substandard shack where they 
live. Their life is made harder because their 
child needs expensive medicines. 

Submitted by Susan Reemsnyder

Between the Covers
 Between the Covers makes it a point 
to read a variety of books each year, as our 
individual tastes are varied. Our overall 
favorite was “Before We Were Yours” by 
Lisa Wingate. That it is based on a true 
story makes the read even more compelling. 
We were captivated by the characters, both 
good and evil. The close ties of the family 
also had us all recalling our good times and 
sad as well. And, much to our dismay, the 
family secrets had some of us revealing 
some skeletons in our own closets! The au-
thor tells a great story that elicits interest-
ing conversations.
 We also had the joy of discovering and 
getting to know one of Big Canoe’s resident 
authors, Trish Donovan. She has been on 
our reading list twice in the past two years 
with her riveting murder mystery novels set 
in locations close by in Atlanta. She has en-
tertained us with lots of background infor-
mation about her research on her writing on 
our yearly jaunts on the Lake Petit pontoon 
boat meetings! Her books, written under the 
pen name P.L. Doss, are “Blood Will Tell” 
and “Enough Rope”. We look forward to 
seeing her many times in the years to come!

Submitted by Joan Carroll

BY IVA J. MCVOY

I 
like those recurring protagonist and 
detective series as much as most read-
ers, but I prefer standalone suspense-
ful mysteries. 

 In a departure from her six well-
known police procedural mysteries featur-
ing the Dublin Murder Squad, Tana French 
gives us a powerful standalone psycholog-
ical suspense tale, “The Witch Elm.” Cau-
tion: If you are looking for an action novel, 
or inside info on how the police work, you 
won’t find it here. In this book you will see 
and hear only what the civilians see and 
hear and think. The action is mental.
 In the beginning, a fundamental 
question arises. Do you believe in luck? 
Toby, the protagonist in French’s new 
novel, believes he is lucky. It may be that 
if you believe you are lucky, that is what 
counts—or maybe not.
 Toby Hennessy is a carefree public 
relations man for an art gallery. He has 
dodged trouble at work and goes out 
celebrating with friends. On his return 
home, he surprises two burglars who beat 
him and leave him for dead. Struggling to 
recover from his injuries, beginning to un-

derstand that he might never be the same 
man again, he takes refuge at his family’s 
ancestral home to care for his dying uncle, 
Hugo. Well, that certainly does not sound 
lucky to this reviewer.
 Then a skull is found in the trunk of 
an elm tree in the garden. The house is not 
visible from the Dublin streets. It is behind 
a “double line of enormous oaks and chest-
nuts,” and “inside its own micro-climate, 
dim and cool and packed with a rich un-
assailable silence.” When detectives close 
in, Toby faces the possibility that his past 
may not be what he has always believed. 
What follows is a beautifully written dark, 
suspense-filled mystery that works well 
for those of us who like such things. The 
skull’s discovery raises plenty of questions 
regarding its origins and the nature of its 
placement in the tree. The biggest ques-
tions are about memory: what is it and can 
it be trusted? Remember, Toby suffered a 
severe beating that included a head injury.
 French’s smooth prose beautifully 
presents the characters and settings. To-
by’s Uncle Hugo is a memorable charac-
ter dying of inoperable brain cancer and 
relying on his nephew.

BY RUSTON HODGE

I 
am a Lee Childs fan. I read his books, 
and if he recommends one, I go for it. 
And he wrote some good stuff about 
“Presidio” by Randy Kennedy. Plus, I 

like books about Texas.
 The Texas panhandle is a tough place 
today, in the 1970s it must have been a 
tougher place, especially for a car thief. And 
more so for a car thief who is a kidnapper, 
albeit accidentally.
 Troy, the car thief, has always worked 
alone. But his brother Harlan needs help, 
and you know how important family can be. 
It seems Harlan’s wife has absconded, leav-
ing him but taking all his money. Because 
of the money, Troy and his brother look 
for the missing wife, but they need a car. 
Troy chooses a station wagon. Naturally, it 

belongs to someone else. And later, when it 
is too late, Troy discovers not only did he 
take the car, he has kidnapped a young girl. 
The brothers try to return the girl, but the 
stubborn kid won’t go home and insists on 
staying with them. 
 “Presidio” is Kennedy’s first novel, but 
I’ll bet it won’t be his last. The writing flows 
smoothly, and the action is swift and believ-
able. He puts his readers’ inside Troy’s head 
by way of journals, and yes, Troy writes 
well for a man with his background with in-
sight. At 14, he hitched a ride and then steals 
the driver’s whiskey and sunglasses. After 
the police release him, Troy takes the blows 
from his father, but: “he came to see for the 
first time that he was not going to grow up 
to join the world of respectable —or even 
passably decent people, no matter how hard 
he tried. The truth was that he was never 

going to feel like trying.”
 As much as I enjoyed this novel, I ad-
mit that it drags a bit in the early pages. But 
that is stage setting to understand better 
the circumstances and Troy’s outlook. I’m 
glad I didn’t stop reading, because when the 
brothers discovered Martha, the Mennonite 
girl asleep in their stolen car, I wanted to 
travel with them wherever they were going. 
 First-time novelists often are advised 
to write what they know. Randy Kenney, 
despite 25 years writing about art for the 
New York Times, writes about his native 
Texas panhandle with authority and beauty. 
It may be that the characters arise from his 
involvement in the arts, because they—par-
ticularly Troy—are a work of art, and so is 
“Presidio.” The novel is part suspense, part 
tragi-comedy. It is many things, but it is not 
a disappointment.

Presidio by Randy Kennedy, 
Touchstone, 320 pages

Author Tana French is the author of the 
Dublin Murder Squad series. Her books have 
won awards including the Edgar, Anthony, 
Macavity, and Barry awards, the “Los 
Angeles Times” Award for Best Mystery/
Thriller, and the Irish Book Award for Crime 
Fiction. She lives in Dublin Ireland with her 
family.  PHOTO: © JESSICA RYAN

The Witch Elm, Viking, 528 pages
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Books

Book News and New Books

NAIL-TAN-HAIR-FACIAL-MASSAGE

Mon-Sat 10-7 • Closed Sun. 
12811 Hwy 53E, Marble Hill, GA 30148

770.893.6041

• SNS (dipping color powder) 

• COLOR GEL • PINK & 
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• EYELASH EXTENTIONS

BY DIXON BRADSHAW

FICTION 
 A debut 
novel by Whit-
ney Scharer, 
The Age of 
Light, is the 
story of Vogue 
model turned 
renowned pho-
tographer Lee 
Miller, and her 
search to forge 
a new identity 
as an artist after 
a life spent as a 
muse. "I'd rather 
take a photograph than be one," she declares 
after she arrives in Paris in 1929, where she 
soon catches the eye of the famous Surre-
alist Man Ray. Though he wants to use her 
only as a model, Lee convinces him to take 
her on as his assistant and teach her every-
thing he knows. But Man Ray turns out to 
be an egotistical, charismatic force, and as 
they work together in the darkroom, their 
personal and professional lives become 
intimately entwined, changing the course of 
Lee's life forever.  Little, Brown and Compa-
ny, 384 pages, February 2019.
 
       The Accidental 

Further Ad-
ventures of the 
100-Year-Old 
Man is another 
hilarious, witty, 
and entertain-
ing novel from 
bestselling 
author Jonas 
Jonasson that 
will have read-
ers howling 
out-loud at the 
escapades and 

misfortunes of its beloved 100-year-old hero 
Allan Karlsson and his irresistible sidekick 
Julius. It all begins with a hot air balloon trip 
and three bottles of champagne. Allan and 
Julius are ready for some spectacular views, 
but they’re not expecting to land in the sea 
and be rescued by a North Korean ship, 
and they could never have imagined that 
the captain of the ship would be harboring 
a suitcase full of contraband uranium, on a 
nuclear weapons mission for Kim Jong-un. 
Yikes! William Morrow, 448 pages, January 
2019.

 Elizabeth 
Brooks’ debut 
novel, Orphan 
of Salt Winds, is 
set in England, 
1939. Ten-year-
old Virginia 
Wrathmell 
arrives at 
Salt Winds, a 
secluded house 
on the edge of a 
marsh, to meet 
her adoptive 
parents—practical, dependable Clem and 
glamorous, mercurial Lorna. The marsh, 
with its deceptive tides, is a beautiful but 
threatening place. Virginia’s new parents’ 
marriage is full of secrets and tensions she 
doesn’t quite understand, and their wealthy 
neighbor, Max Deering, drops by too often, 
taking an unwholesome interest in the fami-
ly’s affairs. Only Clem offers a true sense of 
home. 300 pages, Tin House, January 2019.

NON-FICTION
 It’s one of 
the first things 
we discover as 
children, reading 
and drawing: 
Maps have a 
unique power 
to transport us 
to distant lands 
on wondrous 
travels. Put a 
map at the start 
of a book, and 
we know an 
adventure is going to follow. Displaying this 
truth with beautiful full-color illustrations, 
The Writer's Map: An Atlas of Imagi-
nary Lands is an atlas of the journeys that 
some of our most creative storytellers have 
made throughout their lives. This collec-
tion encompasses the maps that appear 
in their books and the many maps that 
have inspired them, the sketches that they 
used while writing, and others that simply 
sparked their curiosity. Edited by Huw Lew-
is-Jones with a Prologue by Philip Pullman. 
University of Chicago Press, 256 pages, 220 
color plates, 8 1/4 x 11, October 2018.

       The con-
cept of artificial 
intelligence 
is not exactly 
new. More 
than 60 years 
ago, mathema-
tician-philoso-
pher Norbert 
Wiener pub-
lished a book 
on the place of 
machines in so-
ciety that ended 

with a warning: “we shall never receive the 
right answers to our questions unless we 
ask the right questions…. The hour is very 
late, and the choice of good and evil knocks 
at our door.” In the wake of advances in 
unsupervised, self-improving machine 
learning, a small but influential community 
of thinkers is considering Wiener’s words 
again. In Possible Minds, John Brockman 
gathers their disparate visions of where 
AI might be taking us. Penguin Press, 320 
Pages, February 2019.

 Vivid, 
surprising, and 
utterly timely, 
Akiko Busch’s 
How to Disap-
pear explores 
the idea of invis-
ibility in nature, 
art, and science, 
in search of a 
more joyful and 
peaceful way of 
living in today’s 
increasingly 
surveilled and publicity-obsessed world. In 
our increasingly networked and image-sat-
urated lives, the notion of disappearing has 
never been both more enchanting and yet 
fanciful. Today, we are relentlessly encour-
aged, even conditioned, to reveal, share, 
and self-promote. The pressure to be public 
comes not just from our peers, but vast and 
pervasive technology companies, which 
want to profit from patterns in our behav-
ior. A lifelong student and observer of the 
natural world, Busch sets out to explore her 
own uneasiness with this arrangement, and 
what she senses is a widespread desire for 

a less scrutinized way of life–for invisibility. 
Penguin Press, 224 pages, February 2019.

 Set over the 
course of a flight 
from London to 
San Francisco, 
Liquid Rules 
offers readers a 
fascinating tour 
of these form-
less substances, 
told through the 
language of mol-
ecules, droplets, 
heartbeats, and 
ocean waves. 
Throughout the trip, we encounter fluids 
within the plane—from a seemingly ordi-
nary cup of tea to a liquid crystal display 
screen—and without, in the volcanoes of 
Iceland, the frozen expanse of Greenland, 
and the marvelous California coastline. We 
come to see liquids as substances of wonder 
and fascination, and to understand their 
potential for death and destruction. Just as 
in his previous book, “Stuff Matters,” Mark 
Miodownik’s unique brand of scientific 
storytelling brings liquids and their myste-
rious properties to life in a captivating new 
way. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 256 pages, 
February 2019.

       In March of 
2012 Caroline 
Van Hemert 
and her hus-
band set off on 
a 4,000-mile 
wilderness 
journey from 
the Pacific rain-
forest to the 
Alaskan Arctic, 
traveling by 
rowboat, ski, 
foot, raft, and 

canoe. Together, they survived harrowing 

dangers while also experiencing incredible 
moments of joy and grace—migrating birds 
silhouetted against the moon, the steamy 
breath of caribou, and the bond that comes 
from sharing such experiences. A unique 
blend of science, adventure, and personal 
narrative, the book explores the bounds of 
the physical body and the tenuousness of 
life in the company of creatures whose daily 
survival is nothing short of miraculous. It 
is a journey through the heart, the mind, 
and some of the wildest places left in North 
America. The Sun Is a Compass is a love 
letter to nature, an inspiring story of endur-
ance, and a beautifully written testament 
to the resilience of the human spirit. Little 
Brown Spark, 320 pages, March 2019.

 When Ira-
nians overthrew 
their monar-
chy, rejecting 
a pro-Western 
shah in favor 
of an Islamic 
regime, many 
observers pre-
dicted that revo-
lutionary turmoil 
would paralyze 
the country for 
decades to come. 
Yet 40 years after the 1978–79 revolution, 
Iran has emerged as a critical player in 
the Middle East and the wider world, as 
demonstrated in part by the 2015 interna-
tional nuclear agreement. In Iran Rising, 
renowned Iran specialist Amin Saikal 
describes how the country has managed to 
survive despite ongoing domestic struggles, 
Western sanctions, and countless other 
serious challenges. Saikal is Distinguished 
Professor of Political Science, Public Policy 
Fellow, and Director of the Centre for Arab 
and Islamic Studies (the Middle East and 
Central Asia) at the Australian National 
University. Princeton University Press, 344 
pages, February 2019. 
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by Design
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WINDOW TREATMENTS

We offer a wide variety of Hunter Douglas window 
fashions to meet all your needs, including favorites like 

Duette® Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette® Window 
Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, wood blinds, 

shutters and more. Our services include design 
consultations and professional window coverings 

measuring and installation.

Window
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includes custom window 
coverings, tinting and shutters.
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LETTERS

OPINION

Treasured memories 
of Big Canoe 

DEAR EDITOR:
 May we use this space to express ap-
preciation to Phil Anderson, Jill Philmon 
and the POA Board for the special recog-
nition at the December annual meeting 
and especially for the warm reception 
shown us by those who attended. We 
were humbled by it all.
 We leave Big Canoe after 24 years 
with heartfelt emotions, an abundance of 
good friends and treasured memories of 
the good life here in these hills. 
 God bless you all as we move for-
ward into the New Year, and may our 
paths continue to cross.

Nona and Bennett Whipple
300 Johnson Ferry Road, Apt B-215

Sandy Springs, GA 30328

Home owner responds 
to culling deer comments  

TO THE EDITOR:
 In last month’s issue, Mr. Lomax 
submitted a letter in support of deer cull-
ing. In his letter, he states “[t]he evidence 
is overwhelming that unrestricted deer 
populations have dramatic impact on 
forest ecosystems” without any citation 
to authority.  
 Even if true, we do not have evi-
dence of such destruction to Big Canoe 
specifically. As I have noted before, Big 
Canoe performs its culling based on an 
outdated and flawed study.  Of particular 
concern is the reference to the report by 
“Audubon Greenwich in Connecticut” in 
an effort to bolster his position.  
 I am from Greenwich, Connecticut 
and for those who do not know Green-
wich Connecticut, it is far from compa-
rable to Big Canoe. Greenwich sits just 
outside New York City and is an urban 
town with a very dense population in 
various areas.  
 Greenwich has several major thor-
oughfares dissecting the town, including 
I-95 and the Merit Parkway, and is consid-
ered the gateway to New England. With-
out going into specific details, Greenwich 
is far from Big Canoe geographically and 
socially.   
 This is like using crime statistic from 
Chicago or other cities to justify policing 
levels in Big Canoe. It is a false equiva-
lence.  

 There are many residents who op-
pose culling. I would think that before we 
play god, we should know what the actual 
population is and know IF it is a problem. 
If the population is a problem, we should 
consider other alternatives including but 
not limited to, immunocontraception, 
using the animal’s own immune system 
to prevent it from fertilizing offspring.  In 
this practice, deer would be tranquilized, 
tagged and injected with the vaccine once 
every two years. Over time, the popula-
tion is controlled in a more humane way.
 Funny thing, nature usually takes 
care of itself and it goes afoul when man 
interferes. Past actions of humans inter-
fering in nature have led disastrous result 
and imbalance of nature.  The removal of 
coyotes and wolf in national parks led to 
more problems and now the reintroduc-
tion of the animals we once killed off. 
 Mr. Lomax supports his argument by 
saying we have been doing this (culling) 
since 2001 so we should continue the 
same practice.  This reminds me of the 
line from Harry Chapin song where the 
boy tries to paint things differently than 
others and the teacher says:  Flowers are 
red young man, Green Leaves are Green, 
there’s no need to see flowers any other 
way than the way they always have been 
seen.”  The point, in case it is lost, is may-
be we should re-think what has always 
been and look at alternatives other than a 
slaughter.

Sincerely,  
Thomas H Dougherty

572 Falcon Heights

Former resident 
concerned about cost 
of living in Big Canoe 

TO THE EDITOR: 
 As a former resident of Big Canoe 
(1998 to 2004) my wife and I still keep 
up with the community even though we 
moved to Bradshaw Farms in Cherokee 
County after our property was damaged 
by the tornado back in 2003.
 As I read the Smoke Signals monthly, 
I realize how much the community has 
changed since we lived there, there are a 
lot of issues relating to the age of Big Ca-
noe and the infrastructure that has added 
to the living cost of its residents, not 
surprising are the water supply problems, 
which were something of an issue even 
when we lived there.  

 In my opinion, there are many 
questions about the future of Big Canoe 
starting with the main question of will BC 
become only a high-end gated community 
of wealthy retired or part time residents? 
 Will there still be a place for a 
middle-income retiree that was once a 
mainstay of Big Canoe? 
 Can many of the current residents 
still afford to stay in the BC community 
and absorb the increasing cost of infra-
structure upkeep and other costs associ-
ated with the amenities?   
 Without property tax relief like we 
have here in Cherokee, how will the resi-
dents be able to keep propping up Pickens 
and Dawson counties while getting little 
or no services from the counties?
 My wife and I really enjoyed our time 
in Big Canoe but the cost of living there 
now as compared to Cherokee makes the 
decision of possibly coming back a no 
brainer (we could afford to come back if 
we choose to) I think Tom Cousins vision 
of Big Canoe fit a time that is long gone, 
not to return.  I wish the BC residents the 
best but can it afford to keep going as an 
enclosed, self-staining community?   

Ken Hardy
2058 Fairway Crossing Drive

Woodstock, Georgia 30188

Verbal abuse 
is never acceptable 

TO THE EDITOR:
 I am writing as Chair of the POA 
Program and Events Committee. As most 
of you know, Kim Cooper, our Program 
and Events Manager, recently resigned 
her position. To say that Kim has been 
a big part of Big Canoe is an understate-
ment. She not only was the Program and 
Events manager but she also was heavily 
involved with new employee orientation 
and property owner orientations along 
with many other behind-the-scenes 
activities and roles.  She once told me 
that she planned on making the POA her 
final career choice. Bear in mind that she 
is young and has many more years of her 
working life ahead of her.
 The “crowning blow” behind her 
decision to leave was the verbal abuse 
and the awful and nasty comments she 
received from our residents during and 
after recent POA events. There is no one 
anywhere who should be the recipient of 
such nastiness, rudeness, disrespect and 

mistreatment. These were not visitors or 
renters that made these comments but 
permanent residents, many who have 
been here for many years. 
 Comments such as “you have ruined 
our community” and “go back to where 
you came from” have no place in our 
community and should no longer be tol-
erated. Yes, mistakes have been made and 
will continue to be made as we continue 
to not only improve on our traditional 
events but to add more events that will be 
of interest to younger and older residents. 
At Oktoberfest, for example, there were 
issues with long lines for food and issues 
with some of the vendors. That event has 
grown from an attendance of around 500 
several years ago to an estimated atten-
dance this year of over 3,000. After each 
major event all staff members involved 
do a review/de-briefing in order to insure 
improvements are made and issues 
addressed. The community as a whole 
should always be encouraged to provide 
input and suggestions but this must al-
ways be done in a respectful, helpful and 
courteous manner.
 I fear that this lack of respect and 
rudeness towards our employees as well 
as residents of Big Canoe will eventually 
damage the quality of life that we all have 
come to expect in our wonderful moun-
tain community.  As we move into 2019, 
I would encourage the “silent majority” 
to call out those residents who insist on 
being mean and nasty. When you hear or 
see comments and actions that are out 
of character for our community, call out 
the person and, if necessary, report it to 
the general manager. Only when we do 
this on a consistent basis will the “vocal 
minority” begin to realize that nastiness, 
rudeness and meanness have no place in 
Big Canoe.  
 I am also not naïve enough to think 
that ALL of the negative voices will be 
quieted as there are some people every-
where who just delight in being negative 
about everything. If we all do our part we 
will help prevent other very valued and 
hard working employees from leaving us. 
As one key manager told me when we 
were discussing Kim’s departure—“we 
can’t stand to lose our great and long 
term employees”.     

Jim Braley
1168 McElroy Mountain Drive

BY KEN REYNOLDS
kreynolds@bigcanoenews.com 

I
t has been a long time since I heard 
the old saying “laughter is the 
best medicine.” I may not hear it 
because I laugh—a lot—and people 

see no need to say it in my presence. I 
must have accepted the adage as fact 
when I first heard it, and I still believe. 
 My parents are to blame; they 
could find humor almost anywhere, but 
the nature of their laughter was differ-
ent. Mother loved practical jokes and 
comedians. Dad enjoyed the comedians 
but was not fond of practical jokes. He 
was a very serious man, but his laughter 
flowed freely when his foibles came to 
light.
 Studies have verified that people 
who find humor often tend to be happier 
and healthier than those who do not. If 
personal experience means anything, 
people who see and respond easily to 
humor are much pleasanter to be around 
than those who are humorless. 
 Other studies have shown that 
laughter releases those natural feel-
good chemicals, endorphins. Besides 
feeling good, a good chuckle improves 
blood flow, decreases stress hormones 
and increases immune cells and infec-
tion-fighting antibodies, burns calories, 
and is highly effective in diffusing anger 
and conflict.
 There are not many people who 
enjoy being the butt of a joke. Standup 
comics try to make the audience laugh, 
but that is not the same as being the 
target of the joke. Studies have demon-
strated that most people enjoy laughing 
at other people, but do not want to be 
laughed at. It is easy to see someone 
else’s quirks, but difficult to see our own. 
I have grown leery of people who do not 
laugh, and extra leery of those who laugh 
easily at someone else’s expense, but 
never at their personal foibles.  
 We laugh in contradictory situ-

ations. During live performances at 
improbably tense moments, laughter 
may ripple through the theater. It is dif-
ficult for an inexperienced actor to hear 
laughter as a death scene unfolds, but the 
old hands recognize it as a form of stress 
relief. 
 People cry at all kinds of ceremo-
nies, tears of joy at weddings and victory 
celebrations. What can be more serious 
and evoke more tears than death? Yet, 
when friends and family eulogize, they 
elicit laughter, including those funerals 
planned by the deceased. An excellent 
example was the stories told by friends 
of our late President George H. W. Bush. 
They told the stories to demonstrate 
that Bush was more than a warrior and 
a president, he was a complete human 
being. Bush’s quirks were well known 
and often mimicked on national televi-
sion. While he was alive, the president 
went beyond accepting the laughter. He 
joined it and invited one of his mimics to 
entertain the White House staff. 
 Laughing at yourself is not the same 
as doubting yourself. It is an admission 
that you are human, and that all humans 

are imperfect. As an old man who has 
seen a fair share of leaders and wannabe 
leaders, I believe a sense of humor is vi-
tal in leading a republic that chooses its 
leaders by the principals of democracy. 
 An authoritarian, or a no-nonsense 
general may be highly successful in war, 
but governing a democratic society is 
not war—despite what some current 
party loyalist may want us to believe.
 Because those loyalists seem to 
be working to divide our nation, I have 
concluded that it is time to take extraor-
dinary steps to ensure the future of our 
great country. I have resolved for the 
New Year: I will work to refine how we 
choose our president.
 Americans are fortunate to have an 
adaptable supreme law. We can amend 
our Constitution to suit new conditions. 
It is a slow process, but that was the in-
tent of the Constitutional Convention of 
1787. The supreme law is too important 
to be modified in the heat of the moment 
to accommodate fads or the passions of 
the majority. In those times there was 
genuine anger and fear of tyranny in 
the form of monarchy, and there was 

thoughtful apprehension about the tyran-
ny of the majority in a democracy. There 
have been only 27 amendments in 230 
years, even fewer if we recall that we 
added the first 10 as a group. I propose 
that it is time for another amendment.
 Under Article II of the Constitution, 
there are only three qualifying require-
ments to become president: (1) be a nat-
ural born citizen; (2) be at least 35 years 
of age; (3) have been 14 years a resident 
within the United States. We need to add 
the following as a fourth requirement: 
“and shall have demonstrated at least 14 
verifiable instances of having laughed 
out loud at his or her foibles.” 
 The number 14 is not an absolute 
requirement, but it seems to me that 
people who do not laugh at themselves 
at least once each year take themselves 
far too seriously to have access to nucle-
ar weapons. The president of the United 
States holds the most stressful job in the 
world. We need to be certain that the 
occupant recognizes the need for expert 
advice and has a way to relieve job pres-
sure—one that will not impair judgment.
 If you disagree with me, please 
think for a moment and answer this 
question: Other than yourself, do you 
know anyone who has no weaknesses, 
no shortcomings, no faults, no quirky 
habits or idiosyncrasies? And who has 
never made a mistake or a bad decision?
 People who do not laugh at them-
selves tend to take disagreement per-
sonally and see those who disagree as, 
at best, disloyal and likely as enemies. In 
other words, they see themselves as per-
fect and do not want advice no matter 
how expert, unless that advice reinforces 
what they already believe—oops, I mean 
already know.
 I hope you will support my propos-
al. Time is short. The next election is 
barely 22 months away, and the cam-
paigning has been raging far longer than 
that. We need a good dose of the best 
medicine—laughter.

 “I have resolved for the New Year: I will work to refine how we choose our president.”

Laugh at yourself; 
ensure the future of our great country
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1990 Joe Frank Harris Parkway, Cartersville, GA 30120
770-386-6268 • Cartersville@blossmangas.com

www.blossmangas.com

Here’s to a season filled with warmth, comfort and good cheer.

The Benefits Of Propane Water Heaters:

Keep your appliances operating 
efficiently with an annual 
Service Pak Cleaning

$499 LESS $150.00 Rebate
40 or 50 Gallon Gas Water Heater 

Includes Installation $249.00

Save hundreds 
of dollars per year 
with a Propane Rinnai 
Tankless Water Heater

Your Consortium propane supplier offering appliances, installation and service.

Happy New Year!

Special Pricing RL75 delivered and complete 
install $999.00 less $250.00 Rebate. Includes 
thru the wall vent kit $749.00.
Call now to save on a Rinnai Tankless Water Heater and enjoy an endless supply of hot water
• Save $341 per year over a 50 gallon electric tank  •  Save $262 per year over a 40 gallon electric tank

One Appliance $59.00 ($30.00 savings)
Two Appliances $99.00 ($50.00 savings)
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Mike Leonard
770.561.5483

mike.leonard@bigcanoe.com 

I
NEED 
MORE 

LISTINGS!
As one of the 

Top Selling/Listing 
Agents in Big Canoe, 

I would be 
honored 

to work with you 
to add 

your home 
to this page!

20 Chestnut Knoll Point 

365 Wedgewood Drive

95 Chula Drive

494 Columbine Dr

SOLD

642 Red Fox Drive

196 Cox Mtn Lane

SOLD

28 Bear Creek Way

SOLD

353 Bear Creek Drive

118 Choctaw Ridge

68 Cherokee Point 

1319 Deer Run Ridge

SOLD

135 Wedgewood

SOLD

1145 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

www.BigCanoe.com

SOLD

180 Dogwood Lane

SOLD

459 Wedgewood

SOLD

232 Treetopper

 1168 Grouse Gap

SOLD

RESALE 
AGENT

of the year!

824 Shetland Trace

SOLD

182 Disharoon Drive

96 Sleeping Fawn

180 Wedgewood Drive 

1010 Cherokee Trail

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

148 Indigo Bunting

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

319 Wildcat Trail

72 Yanegwa

SOLD

SOLD

264 Grouse Gap

SOLD

4086 Wilderness Pkwy

SOLD

SOLD

169 Cherokee Way

92 May Apple Lane

SOLD

2335 Valley View

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NUMBERS DON’T LIE!
• OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS ONE OF MY

LISTINGS HAS SOLD EVERY 18 DAYS

• 102 OF MY LISTINGS HAVE SOLD 
OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS

• 250 TRANSACTIONS OVER THE 
LAST FIVE YEARS

• ON AVERAGE, I HAD A SALE EVERY 
7 DAYS OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS


