
SEPTEMBER 2019 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  1 A

Smoke Signals
SEPTEMBER 2019   |    News and views from Big Canoe and around North Georgia   |    VOL XXXI NO. 9

Honored as 
a newspaper 

of General 
Excellence

2019

n  SAFETY  |  Page 2

n  BCWC  |  Page 2

BY CYNTHIA SMITH
csmith@bigcanoenews.com  

F
ollowing news of a tragedy, parents 
hug their children a little tighter and 
ask themselves “How can I keep 
them safe?” “How secure are their 

schools?”  Fortunately for the parents of 
Pickens County, their school district and 
sheriff’s office have been asking—and an-
swering—these questions for a long time.

Greater emphasis on safety
 In 2017 Pickens County Sheriff Donnie 
Craig set out to improve school safety 
through better training. ALERRT—Ad-
vanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response 
Training—became required for sheriff’s 
office personnel. According to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, this program is the 
national standard in active shooter response 
training. Pickens County Chief Deputy Jeff 
Hall became an instructor for the program 
and has gone on to bring ALERRT lessons 
to school staff through a related civilian 
program.  
 Prior to becoming Pickens County 
Schools Superintendent, Dr. Carlton Wilson 
spent more than a decade in law enforce-
ment. His experience makes him keenly 
attuned to school security needs. In January 
2019 a new district position was created, 
giving safety a more prominent role than 
ever before in Pickens schools. Chris Parker, 
director of Safety, Security and Athletics, 
has been busy during the first months in 
his new role with facility improvements, 
communication advancements and safety 
training for school staff.  

ARIANA HOME 
FURNISHINGS 
AND DESIGN

features Stickley, 
Tommy Bahama, 

Baker and more premium 
brands to enhance your 
North Georgia lifestyle.

325 BRANNON RD, CUMMING, GA 30041 • Store Hours: Monday to Saturday 10am - 6pm • Sunday 12pm - 5pm • www.arianafurniture.com • 678-807-7422

In-home complimentary 
design service

Teachers practice emergency drill as part 
of ongoing training. PHOTOS BY CHRIS PARKER

Big Canoe Wellness Collaborative (BCWC) 
volunteer Connie Upchurch and BC Visits 
coordinator Charlotte Johnson visit with 
client Loretta Glass to celebrate the 1,000 
BCWC service for a client. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS 

Pickens County Chief Deputy Jeff Hall addresses teachers during August preplanning.

Pickens County schools, sheriff’s department 
work together to improve school safety

State-of-the-art safety technology
 One recent development is the school 
safety phone app, which allows administra-
tors to lock down a building, communicate 
threats and instantly provide a building map 
to first responders and law enforcement 
personnel.
 Nearly every school now has a safety 
vestibule where credentials are checked 
before strangers enter the building. Pickens 
Junior High School (PJHS) will receive 
this upgrade when renovations, already in 
progress, are completed.  In the meantime, 
however, visitors to PJHS wait outside the 
school until office staff verifies identity.
 Each Pickens County school has a 

state-of-the-art camera system and radi-
os, at least one school resource officer at 
each campus, and a locked door policy for 
all classrooms. At least as important as 
technology improvements in the Pickens 
County Schools safety plan has been com-
munication.

Teaching the teachers
 Avoid, Deny, Defend is the three-step 
plan taught in Civilian Response to Ac-
tive Shooter Event (CRASE) training and, 
according to Hall, practicing is essential.  
“Teachers are our partners,” he said, “We 
don’t teach teachers. We train first respond-
ers on the scene.” School staff received 
CRASE training last January and a refresh-
er course just weeks ago during August 
preplanning.
 Transition drills are an important part 
of the learning because, up until recent-
ly, most school safety training assumed 
students would be in classrooms during 
an active shooter emergency. In reality, 
however, students move throughout the day 
so school staff now practices dealing with 
a  shooter 

"Each Pickens County 
school has a state-of-the-

art camera system and 
radios, at least one school 

resource officer at each 
campus, and a locked door 
policy for all classrooms."

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com 

B
ig Canoe’s Wellness Collaborative 
celebrated an outreach milestone—
its 1,000th service for a client—
with a flower-laden visit to Loretta 

and Knox Glass on Friday, Aug. 23. Embody-
ing the organization’s “neighbors helping 
neighbors” spirit, the Wellness Collabo-
rative presented flowers to client Loretta 
Glass and volunteer Connie Upchurch to 
commemorate the achievement.    
 Residents of Big Canoe for 26 years and 
married 59 years, Knox and Loretta have 
welcomed visits from Wellness Collabora-
tive volunteers since April 2019 when Lo-
retta’s full-time caregiver went to part time. 
The couple managed the transition well 
except for Thursday nights when volun-
teer firefighter Knox has a regular training 
session. 

BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com

D
awson County Board of Com-
missioners voted to roll back the 
2019 millage rate at its August 
22 special called hearing/voting 

session.
 The vote came after a public hearing 
during which Dawson resident Hugh 
Stowers, Jr. was the sole person to com-
ment.
 “I’d just like to thank the board for 
the efforts you’re making for the citizens 
of Dawson County,” Stowers said. “I think 
you’ve done a great job. Thank you.”
 County Commission Chairperson Bil-
ly Thurmond announced the 2019 millage 
rate will be set at 8.0890, rollback from 
the previously set 8.138 mils where it has 
remained for several years. 
 “The millage rate was 9.138 in tax 
year 2003,” Vickie Neikirk, Dawson Coun-
ty chief financial officer, wrote in an email. 
It was reduced to 8.138 in 2004 and has 
remained the same since.”

 Thurmond stated previously that he 
would propose the roll back.
 “This is due to a good economy 
coupled with the 8.97 percent increase we 
have seen in sales tax so far this year,” he 
said. “The increase in sales tax will allow 
us the ability to lower the millage rate 
but still address the needs of the elected 
officials and county departments.”
 District 2 Commissioner Chris 
Gaines made the motion and it was 
seconded by District 3 Commissioner Tim 
Satterfield. 
 The total amount of the tax levy is 
$12,178,560, according to Neikirk.
 Commissioners voted unanimously 
to approve the rollback. 
 Mill rates are the tax rates used to 
calculate local property taxes. The rate, 
in this instance 8.0890, represents the 
amount per every $1,000 of a property’s 
assessed value. Mill rates are multiplied by 
the total taxable value of the property in 
order to arrive at the property tax amount. 
The term millage rate is also referred to as 
the effective property tax rate.

“The Wellness 
Collaborative, driven by 

this community’s ingrained 
spirit of volunteerism, 

is one of the best 
examples of what makes 

Big Canoe unique.”

Big Canoe Wellness Collaborative celebrates 
‘neighbors helping neighbors’ 1,000 times

Dawson BOC votes 
to roll back millage rate

 “We tried to find someone to fill in 
on Thursday nights,” said Loretta, who 
decided to call the Wellness Collaborative. 
“I told them whoever came needed to love 

animals,” she told Smoke Signals, pointing to 
Penny, her devoted Australian Shepherd and 
a snoozing cat curled up in a nearby basket.  
 Wellness Collaborative volunteers be-
gan visiting her on Thursday nights in April 
2019.  
 “We just yack,” said Loretta, describing 
her visits with the volunteers. “Sometimes 
I forget which stories I’ve told to which 
volunteer—but we have a great time, just 
talking and laughing.” 

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com 

B
ig Canoe’s POA unanimously 
approved $29,000 in initial funds 
as a first step in improving working 
conditions and workflow in the 

two clubhouse kitchens during its Aug. 22 
voting session in the Clubhouse at Lake 
Sconti. These initial funds will cover final 
architectural plans needed to obtain build-
ing permits from Pickens County, minor 
construction, project oversight. The board 
estimated the total project at $160,000.  
 “We are ready to act on [improving] 
the physical condition of the clubhouse,” 

said POA President Jay Goldman. 
 “To improve performance, we must be 
able to improve the physical facility first,” 
he added. “This is an important first step.”    
 The clubhouse kitchen, said Goldman, 
was by far the number one issue cited on 
the Chambers Master Plan survey that 
asked property owners to indicate concerns, 
recommendations and priorities regarding 
Big Canoe’s amenities. 
 “We need to reconstruct the kitchen 
facilities here,” Goldman said, referring to 
the two clubhouse kitchens. “There’s no 
cooking capability downstairs [in the lower 
kitchen].” He indicated that necessary 
equipment had been 

POA approves funds to 
improve clubhouse kitchens
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situation when hallways are full of people.  
 “If we’re going to make a mistake,” Hall 
said, “let’s do it during training.”
 Stop the Bleed is a national awareness 
campaign of Homeland Security; its focus 
is to train citizens to deal with the initial 
aftermath of a shooting. Studies have shown 
that the seconds after a shooting event are 
critical because first responders may be pre-
cious minutes away. For this reason, school 
staff has received bleed-stop training as 
well.  

Ongoing training
 The most recent professional develop-
ment relating to student safety took place 
just weeks ago during August preplanning.  
 During one safety presentation at 
the high school, students were on hand to 
engage in a role-playing exercise. At a ques-
tion-and-answer session, a student asked for 
permission to address the group of teach-
ers. She choked up as she told them that it 
meant a lot to her that school personnel put 
so much into keeping students safe.  
 “It was powerful,” Parker said, “to hear 
this girl say that she realized what we are 
trying to do.”  
 Communication has been key in 
improving school safety. At each meeting, 
Parker said, teachers who seemed anxious 
on the way in appeared more relaxed when 
they left. The next step will be to train some 

high school students in basic emergency 
procedures.  
 “Students”, he said, “feel better when 
they know there is a plan and can be part of 
it.”  

Cutting-edge technology
 One of the issues raised by teachers 
was that a staff member witnessing a poten-
tial threat in one part of the building would 
not have an easy way to communicate with 
the rest of the school in a timely manner.  
 From this concern came the decision 
to invest safety funds given by the gover-
nor’s office into CENTEGIX alert badges, 
which allow any school staff member to 
lock down the building by way of a device 
on the school identification badge.  This 
feature can even be used outside of the 
building should an emergency arise at a 
football game or other event.  Funds for this 
program did not cost local taxpayers any 
extra money.  

Partners in school safety
 The relationship between Pickens 
County Schools and Pickens County 
Sheriff’s Office plays a vital role in ongoing 
school safety improvements.  Deputies fre-
quently have lunch at the schools, providing 
students with positive role models in local 
law enforcement.  
 Sheriff’s office personnel have spent 
many hours working with school adminis-
trators to perfect the safety plan. According 
to Chief of Operations Stacy Gilleland, “The 
sheriff’s office does a lot for our schools and 
we work well with them. It’s a positive give-

and-take relationship.”  
 “We have a great partnership with the 
schools, Hall agreed,  “We bring in best 
practices and they have welcomed us.”  

Continuing improvement in security
 Over the summer break other counties’ 
law enforcement personnel were invited to 
train in Pickens County school buildings.  
Officers from Cherokee, Sandy Springs and 
Johns Creek participated.  
 “In this way,” Parker explained, “we 
build relationships we will need to call on in 
the event of an emergency.”
 Pickens County is ahead of the curve 
on ALERRT training to the point that other 
counties request to come train here. Usually 
it is nearby law enforcement organizations 
but requests have come from as far away as 
Virginia. 
 “We have been told that we are very 
advanced in our practices,” Hall said, “Other 
jurisdictions are asking about what we’re 
doing.”
 Future plans for safety improvements 
include working with Georgia Emergency 
Management Agency to complete safety as-
sessments at all schools, community safety 
meetings and surveys, and implementation 
of the CENTEGIX Crisis Alert system dis-
trict-wide before the end of 2019.  
 In preparing for the worst-case scenar-
io, Hall said, “It doesn’t necessarily cost a lot 
of money but it does cost commitment. We 
want everyone to be trained to do the very 
best we can do.”

“Our volunteers are anxious to 
spend time with Loretta,” said Charlotte 
Johnson, BC Visits coordinator. BC Visits 
is designed to assist residents of the Big 
Canoe area who need companion services 
for their spouse, family member or them-
selves. The program also provides respite 
for caregivers who are taking care of their 
loved ones and the program will provide a 
service to check in on clients—by phone 
or visit—who, for whatever reason have 
become shut-ins. 
 “I’m always very comfortable going 
to visit one of the Wellness Collabora-
tive’s clients,” said Upchurch, “because of 
the training and support provided.” Her 
visit with Loretta was the 1,000th service 
provided by the Wellness Collaborative 
since operations started in 2015. (By press 
time the number of program services 
delivered to clients was higher.)    
 “We have a marvelous relationship,” 
said Upchurch. “Loretta has a lot of sto-
ries to tell about the history of Big Canoe; 
I’ve learned so much. Visiting Loretta is 
an enjoyable experience and volunteering 
is an opportunity to give back.”  

A ‘living well’ initiative
 With a unanimous vote on April 
15, 2014, Big Canoe’s then HOA board 
approved the creation of the community’s 
Wellness Collaborative, a 501(c)3 char-
itable organization, to help provide Big 
Canoe residents with needed non-emer-
gency and non-medical wellness services.  
The HOA vote followed more than a year 
of study, research and dialogue regarding 
the potential for a broad-based “living 
well” initiative. By June 2014, members of 
the newly formed board of directors gath-

ered to elect officers and plan for future 
meetings and actions. The seven-member 
board of directors included Jack Schro-
eder, Kathy Ziegler, Rhonda Stock and 
Phil Yeakel representing the four at-large 
directors appointed by the HOA board; 
Steve Brazen, appointed by the POA 
board; Lamar Helms, appointed by Big 
Canoe Chapel; and Rick Jones, appointed 
by the developer. 
 Initial services of the Wellness Col-
laborative were BC Rides, BC Meals, and 
BC Info with BC Visits added in 2016. It 
was also determined that initially services 
would be restricted to Big Canoe resi-
dents and their families.
 BC Info is a resource to promote 
wellness and assure the greatest degree 
of independence of Big Canoe residents 
by establishing a process to help match 
the needs of residents with community 
resources. 
 BC Meals is a food delivery program 
for people needing short-term assis-
tance for up to two weeks. Meals may be 
needed due to illness, recovering from 
surgery, a death in the family or other 

extenuating circumstances. The purpose 
of the program is to allow individuals to 
maintain healthy nutritional standards 
and to meet dietary needs.
 BC Rides was developed to assist resi-
dents who require help with non-emergen-
cy transportation services. The program 
operates with volunteer drivers who have 
been certified by the program’s steering 
committee. Transportation is provided 
within a 60-mile radius from the Big 
Canoe Main Gate, Monday through Friday 
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Making a real difference
 In the five years since that fateful 
2014 HOA vote, the Wellness Collabo-
rative’s guiding principle—neighbors 
helping neighbors—has had a powerful, 
positive and lasting impact on the com-
munity. It is helping some resident stay 
here and age in place. 
 Today, the collaborative still provides 
non-emergency, non-medical services to 
Big Canoe residents but new programs 
seek to encourage a “wellness” lifestyle.  
 BC Healthy Living is a program that 
emphasizes helping residents to live more 
healthfully via diet, exercise and access to 
wellness information. This will be accom-
plished with hands-on training, activities 
and by providing access to the means and 
support to live more healthfully. 
 The collaborative expanded its 
outreach by providing meals for Trinity 
Church’s Recovery Program, offering a 
series of orthopedic health presentations 
and participating in a walking program. 
New projects in the planning stage 
include construction of three or four trail 
exercise stations and a healthy living food 
tasting event.  
 The Wellness Collaborative, driven 
by this community’s ingrained spirit of 
volunteerism, is one of the best examples 
of what makes Big Canoe unique.
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identified/priced and an architectural bid 
had been requested. 
 The remediation plan resulted from re-
search by the POA team of Jason Brownell, 
director of Operations; Jasmin Ilazovic, 
clubhouse manager; Hector Rosano, ex-
ecutive chef, and Wayne Crawford, POA 
director, whose professional background in-
cludes COO of the former Harry’s Farmer’s 
Market (now part of Whole Foods grocery 
chain) and Army Colonel (Ret.) with a spe-
cialty in logistics.  

An essential POA priority 
 “Based on the Chambers Survey re-
sults, highlighting the clubhouse and kitch-
en as top priority, from the community this 
became an essential priority for the POA,” 
said Crawford, in response to questions 
from Smoke Signals. 
 “The POA began to develop improve-
ment options for the clubhouse working 
with club leadership and kitchen experts 
and multiple input from Chambers. The 
strategy focused on essential steps to ac-
complish in 2019 without overly disrupting 
already scheduled activities,” he said. 
Both Goldman and Crawford emphasized 
that the proposed project is an important 
first step—not the total solution. The POA 
intends to take an overall incremental 
approach.  
 The key to moving forward, both Gold-
man and Crawford emphasized, is the ar-
chitectural diagram to obtain permits from 
Pickens County for minor construction and 
adjustment in electrical, water and propane 
connections to meet building codes.  
 Goals of the project include: 
 • Reorganize both kitchen levels to 
improve work flow to enhance customer 
service, and employee work environment. 
New setup and equipment upgrades given 
current kitchen space. 

 • Move and upgrade wash station 
adjacent to upstairs kitchen as a first step 
in gaining space for the upstairs kitchen 
redesign.  
 • Add the capability to cook on both 
levels to create flexibility in preparing both 
a la carte and banquet meals. 
 • Enhance equipment to improve food 
preparation tailored to match customer 
needs “hot food as ordered” – easy to oper-
ate and maintain. 
 • Provide more cooler and freezer 
options at key preparation stations on both 
floors and to support food trailer, swim 
club, large activities without disrupting club 
food service work flow.
 • Improve access for serving staff into 
and out of the kitchens. 
 “We have a detailed work plan. It is a 
high priority to do this [improvement work] 
without disrupting service in the club-
house,” Goldman said. “This is a start.” 
 In other POA business: 
 • The bocce courts construction is on 
target; the lights are going up and power 
for the lights will soon be connected. “The 
courts are playable,” reported Brownell. 
 • Director of Finance Jayne Hagan 
reported 159 property transactions year to 
date, including 137 home and 22 lot sales 
year to date through July. There have been 
19 homes completed, 17 now under con-
struction and two pending starts so far this 
year. The average home sale price is now 
$357,700. 
 • Finance Committee Chair Ralph 
Ripley reported that July was a good month 
for amenities with swim club daily fees up 
48 percent over last year. Some of that is 
the result of higher fees this year, he added. 
Food trailer sales continue to be good, he 
said.

POA work session
 With much discussion, the board and 
audience at the Thursday, Aug. 15 work 
session focused on the issue of “a lack of 
civility” via social media and personal inter-
action. 

 “Everyone is concerned about what has 
been published, what’s been said,” com-
mented Goldman, opening the discussion. 
He pointed to social media and comments 
that reflect a lack of civility. “How are we 
acting toward one another, toward our 
employees?” 
 Discussing an individual who has been 
publishing online attacks aimed at the POA 
board and the general manager, Goldman 
issued an invitation to that person to “come, 
meet with the board” and “come to a board 
meeting and we will turn the floor over to 
him” for a time. 
 Referring to a campaign of accusations 
and attack, Goldman said the individual is 
“picking and choosing certain information 
to try and make a case” for problems. Incor-
rect information” has been included. 
 He urged those at the meeting and 
those who will watch the video of the meet-
ing to be civil to one another and to employ-
ees—to thank them for a job well done and 
be tolerant of new employees who are still 
learning their jobs. 
 Ed. note: To watch the POA voting 
or work sessions on video, go to the POA 
website, login and click on POA. Click on 
“meetings” to find the dates of meetings 
listed.
  In other business at the work session:
 General Manager Jill Philmon said her 
department is looking at reducing hours for 
the North Gate guards. The transponders 
would work for residents but winter hours 
for a manned gate would change with the 
guard house closed from 7 p.m. until 7a.m. 
during the week and midnight to 7 a.m. on 
holidays. This change, she expects, would 
save about $50,000 in salaries.
 There are now 157 bocce amenity mem-
bers, she said. Much better than the original 
expectation.
 Work is underway for a multigenera-
tional space on the lower level of the Village 
Station.
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Loretta Glass loves to share stories and 
talk with the Wellness Collaborative 
volunteers who visit her on Thursdays. She 
has a welcoming smile for everyone. PHOTO 

BY JIM FRANCIS
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Second Front

T
hree new POA board members will be elected in December to fill two seats 
vacated by POA directors Dudley DeVore and Jim Farinholt, who have complet-
ed their terms, and one seat vacated by Grant Grimes, who resigned earlier this 
year. Bios for the five candidates are below. 

 “The POA’s election committee discussed and determined what skill sets and expe-
rience are needed to replace the departing directors and to help the board continue to 
provide sound oversite and vision to the POA’s general manager and her staff,” wrote POA 
Election Committee Chair Bob Mackey in an email to Smoke Signals.
 “The committee took the approach that as a community ‘we’re all in this together’ and 
invited everyone to consider running to fill an open board position, he added. 

 “We met with many fine and qualified potential candidates. Five of our neighbors have 
stepped forward. The committee is quite happy with our candidates. A review of their bios, 
education, work history and experience assures us that we have very capable individuals to 
consider and select for our board.”
 Candidate videos were set to be recorded the last week of August and should be avail-
able on the Big Canoe POA website after September 1. The candidates first appearance is 
scheduled for a Community Meeting beginning at 9 a.m. on Thursday, September 12 at the 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti.
 To learn more about the candidates and the POA election, please go to POA President 
Jay Goldman’s column on page four of this section.

Five candidates in running for three POA board seats

Regis Falinski

I 
was born and raised near 
Cleveland, Ohio. I married 
my wife Gayle in Septem-
ber of 1977.  We have two 

married daughters, Jamie, who 
works for Google in Atlanta, 
and Lauren, who teaches special 
needs high school students in 
Westerville, Ohio. 
 I graduated from Cleveland 
State University in with a BA in 
economics, and earned an MBA 
from Lehigh University in Beth-
lehem, Pa.
 I had a 38 year business 
career, most of which was 
spent with a $900m division of 
Goodrich Aerospace. I began 
my career as a financial analyst, 
and retired in 2011 as the Vice 
President of Strategic Planning 
and Business Development. 
 We moved to our home 
on Falcon Heights in 2011. I am 
a member of the golf, wellness 
and swim amenities, and dine 
regularly at The Clubhouse.
 I have served the POA in a 
number of volunteer capacities:
 • 3+ years on the Finance 
Committee, one year as chair-
man
 • Chaired the Troon Analy-
sis and Negotiation Task Force
 • Member of the Golf Com-
mittee
 • Member of Ad Hoc Club-
house Committee
 • Participant in Leadership 
Big Canoe 2019 – 2020 session
I feel I have been truly blessed 
in my life, and I have attempted 
to give back through volunteer 
service to a number of charitable 
organizations:
 • Founding member of 
Cheryl’s Place, a transitional 
housing facility for homeless 
families in Jasper
 • Three years service to the 
Good Samaritan Benefit Golf 
Tournament
 • Served on the Save the 
Hemlocks project in the Daw-
son Forest WMA bordering Big 
Canoe
 • Volunteer instructor in 
Business and Economics for the 
Pickens Jr. High School Learning 
Academy  
 • Member of the Saint Vin-
cent DePaul Society
 • Founding member of a 
non-profit formed to introduce 
sustainable farming methods to 
the poor in El Salvador
 I feel I am well qualified to 
serve you as a member of the 
POA Board. My business career 
has provided me with manage-
ment and leadership skills that 
are directly transferable to the 
POA.  Through my service on 
the Finance Committee, I know 
Big Canoe finances, and have an 
understanding of how the ame-
nities and operating departments 
function.

Fran Farias

M
y driving reason 
for volunteering to 
serve on the POA 
Board is to foster 

a caring spirit, preserve and 
protect our unique environment, 
and gracefully guide us into 
a positive, healthy and viable 
future.   
 In 2000, when we drove un-
der the covered bridge, we knew 
Big Canoe was a special place. 
After completing Leadership 
Big Canoe in 2014, my husband 
Phil and I decided Big Canoe 
would be our forever home. Like 
many of you, we found THIS to 
be an awesome community of 
volunteers, generous with their 
talents and resources and served 
by a good leadership team with 
caring, friendly employees. 
 A Southerner in heart, 
soul and mind, Phil and I have 
a blended family including five 
grandsons, and enjoy singing, 
swimming, golf and travel.
 Professional: Bachelor and 
Master of Science in Education, 
specializing in vocational food 
service and special education. 
I’ve been a successful small busi-
ness owner since 1984 which 
includes teaching, collaborating, 
consulting, relationships and re-
ferrals. My professional honors 
include Outstanding Teacher 
of the Year; Realtor Rookie of 
the Year, State Farm Presidents 
Club and Crystal Excellence.  
 Being a lifelong volunteer, 
I’ve assumed leadership and 
board positions in community, 
non-profits, church, and civic 
organizations. I am a 25-year Ro-
tarian, serving as club president 
and holding district leadership 
and training roles, receiv-
ing Leadership Achievement 
awards from Rotary District 
6900, named Rotarian of the 
Year, Leadership Sandy Springs 
Volunteer Alumni of the Year, 
and Sandy Springs Society Spirit 
Award.  
 Since 2015, my community 
involvement includes leadership, 
partnerships and sponsorships 
for the BC Chapel Missions, 
Wellness Collaborative, Legacy 
of Caring, Men’s Fellowship 
Good Sam Tournament, BC-
VFD, BCAR and Terrace con-
certs. I’m an active member of 
the BC Chapel, Chapel Trustee, 
sing in the Bella Voce and Chap-
el Choir, member of BCWGA, 
the Bear Society and play Trivia.  
 Drawing on my experi-
ences, skills, knowledge, and 
community involvement, I 
know I will serve our commu-
nity with respect and fairness. 
I will work to make certain that 
the Big Canoe that I love, will be 
THE PLACE to “Live, Work and 
Play.”

Bill Nelson

P
eggy and I began com-
ing to Big Canoe in the 
1980s along with our 
three young children. 

When my in-laws visited from 
Florida, they wanted a place ev-
eryone would enjoy. We bought 
our home in Wildcat in 2010. 
 I graduated from Clemson 
University with a Bachelors 
and Masters in Mathematics 
and Computer Science. I have 
an MBA from Georgia State. I 
taught Marketing at Reinhart.
 I am an Eagle Scout. 
 I am a US Army veteran.
 My business career 
spanned 42 years working most-
ly for privately held computer 
software firms in technical, sales 
and managerial positions.
 I love Big Canoe. I am 
active in many organizations:
 • Hiking Club
 • Trails Committee
 • Tai Chi
 • Golf (Aces, Commission-
ers, MGA, NASMGA)
 • North Georgia Vets
 I am a graduate of Leader-
ship Big Canoe.
 I am a member of Big Ca-
noe Chapel. I am on the Board 
of Trustees. I am active in the 
Men’s Fellowship Men-to-Men 
Ministry.
 I am on the board of the 
Dahlonega Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited (TU). TU brings 
together people who have a 
passion for cold water fisheries. 
I am the Conservation chair, 
working with other Georgia 
chapters and the US Forest 
Service. I mentor campers at the 
Georgia TU Council's annual 
Trout Camp.
 I am on the board of The 
Friends of Smithgall Woods.
 I am a member of Georgia 
Appalachian Trail Club. A Big 
Canoe friend and I are current-
ly hiking the 87 mile Georgia 
section together.
 I believe in fiscal respon-
sibility, open/clear communi-
cation and transparency. My 
father died when my brother, 
sister and I were young. We 
were raised by our mother. That 
experience formed the basis 
of my financial discipline that 
every hard earned dollar must 
be spent wisely. If elected, my 
priority is to use my business 
experience and fiscal discipline 
to ensure our dollars are spent 
wisely. 
 I will schedule time during 
the month for residents when 
we can talk openly about your 
concerns and what is being 
done to address them. My ex-
tensive experience allows me to 
work with others to achieve our 
mutual goals for our beautiful 
mountain community.

Candy Robertson

M
y husband and I 
built our first home 
in Big Canoe in 
1994 and we’ve 

been full time residents since 
2016.
 I have 38 years experience 
in the banking industry and 
began my career as a credit ana-
lyst. I’ve managed and led teams 
in developing wealth manage-
ment and commercial markets 
in Georgia for Wachovia and 
Synovus. I was also involved in 
organizing a community bank in 
Atlanta.
 For the last eight years, I 
led credit portfolio reviews and 
performed due diligence work 
for community bank clients 
across the country. My work 
encompassed presenting critical 
findings and recommendations 
to respective bank boards which 
were subsequently reviewed 
by their governing agencies 
including the FDIC, OCC, or 
Federal Reserve. Prior to retir-
ing in December 2018, I worked 
for Dixon Hughes Goodman for 
three years.
 I am currently enrolled 
in the 2020 Leadership Big 
Canoe class. I have served on 
the non-profit boards of the 
Hudgens Arts Center and the 
Assistance League of Atlanta. I 
am a past member of the Rotary 
Club of Dunwoody. 
 I received a BS in Econom-
ics from the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro where 
I graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
and led my golf team to its first 
and only NCAA title. Prior to 
leaving Virginia in 1985, I won 
the state women’s golf amateur 
title.
 My husband and I have 
been married for 46 years and 
have two married daughters 
who reside in Roswell and 
Sandy Springs. We have five 
grandchildren.
 Utilizing my professional 
experience, as a POA board 
member I will contribute to 
maintaining and enhancing the 
values integral to our communi-
ty’s well being. For the past 38 
years I have been accountable 
for reviewing pertinent facts 
and circumstances to make an 
informed fair and transparent 
evaluation of the credit perfor-
mance of individual borrowers 
and community banks. I will 
promote and support responsi-
ble, efficient and effective man-
agement of Property Owners’ 
revenues and resources.
I believe Big Canoe is a unique 
blend of community, nature, 
recreation and privacy that 
requires balanced leadership to 
protect and promote the inter-
est of all residents.

Meg Rooney

I 
moved to Big Canoe in 
2014 with my husband of 
39 years, Mark, and our 
dog Max. We have two 

children, daughter Amy and son 
Philip, who is also a Big Canoe 
property owner. Mark serves 
as a member of the Big Canoe 
Volunteer Fire Department.
 Since graduating from 
Abilene Christian University 
with a degree in accounting, I 
have held positions as controller 
and CFO in a variety of indus-
tries and have been a member 
of the Association of Certified 
Fraud Examiners. I own my own 
accounting and business con-
sulting firm and spent 12 years 
consulting with the Department 
of Justice focusing on high level 
international money laundering 
investigations.  
 My experience also in-
cludes prepaid and credit card 
fraud detection and employee 
payroll fraud investigations. I 
served as the Chief Financial Of-
ficer for the Morsberger Group, 
overseeing the construction 
draws and financial disburse-
ments of several Gwinnett 
developments, including the 
development of downtown 
Lawrenceville. I recently re-
signed my position of 10 years 
as controller of a commercial 
roofing company, where I also 
directed Human Resources 
and Risk Management. Prior to 
moving to Atlanta, I served as 
Budget Director for an AT&T 
subsidiary.
 Volunteering has played 
a significant role in my life. I 
volunteer as a USA Swimming 
Official and have served on the 
Gwinnett County Swim League 
Board of Directors each summer 
since 1996, a league of 6,000 
to 6,900 youth swimmers, in a 
variety of positions including 
president.  
 In 2019, I was honored by 
the league when they estab-
lished the Meg Rooney Foster 
Program in which the league 
will award 10 scholarships 
each year to foster children to 
participate in summer league 
swimming. 
 I also serve on the Board 
of Directors for Leadership Big 
Canoe as the Big Canoe Chapel 
Liaison since 2017 and currently 
serve as the secretary of the 
organization.
I have proven to be an effective 
and impactful volunteer through 
my life. If elected, I plan on 
directing that energy to serving 
the Big Canoe community. I 
believe my business background 
and thoughtful and logical ap-
proach to problem solving will 
serve the community well.

“My business 
career has 

provided me 
with management 

and leadership 
skills that 

are directly 
transferable to 

the POA.”

“Drawing on 
my experiences, 

skills, knowledge, 
and community 

involvement, 
I know I will serve 

our community 
with respect 

and fairness.”

“My extensive 
experience 

allows me to work 
with others 

to achieve our 
mutual goals for 

our beautiful 
mountain 

community.”

“I will promote 
and support 
responsible, 
efficient and 

effective 
management of 

Property Owners’ 
revenues and 
resources.”

“I believe 
my business 

background and 
thoughtful and 
logical approach 

to problem solving 
will serve 

the community 
well.”
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Deck and fence staining. 
No job too small.

Give us a call today for a 
free estimate 770-893-3257.

 

Interior/Exterior 
Painting and 

Staining.

10% discount off
to all Military (active and retired) and first responders.

JASPER PAINTING COMPANY
 | (770) 893-3257 | FREE ESTIMATES | 

Jasperpaintingcompany.com 
email: david.jasperpainting@gmail.com 

Over 25 years combined experience in construction.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

©2019 Piedmont Healthcare 07771-0219 

Join our team 
of volunteers.
Lifting lives,  
spirits and hearts.

 

Gift Shop, Courtesy Cart, 
Information Desk, 
Surgical Waiting

Call 706.299.5564 
for information.

JAY GOLDMAN

POA President’s
Report

O
ne of the great orators of 
the Civil War era, Frederick 
Douglass, stated, “You have 
no right to enjoy… the labors 

of your fathers, unless your children are 
to be blessed by your labors.” Now at Big 
Canoe, we are starting our annual cam-
paign to choose new directors for the POA 
board. In most years, two elected board 
members’ three-year terms expire. This 
year, we will also fill the remaining two 
years for the third vacated seat of a board 
member, Grant Grimes, who resigned last 
June. The POA’s Election Committee has 
done a solid job of presenting a slate of 
five excellent candidates. The top two vote 
getters will receive three-year terms and 
the third highest vote getter will receive 

Voting about our future

the two-year term.
 The election process will also be mod-
ified this year to hopefully make better use 
of the candidates’ time and also provide 
more visibility to property owners. As a 
kickoff, there will be a community coffee 
on September 12 to introduce the candi-
dates to the community. Their bios will 
have already been published in Smoke 

Signals and Inside the Gates to give you an 
opportunity to begin assessing their quali-
fications. Comments by the candidates and 
questions from those attending will be the 
agenda. The event will be videotaped and 
posted on the POA website. 
 A new feature this year will be the 
posting of video tapes of each candidate 
answering several questions posed to JAY GOLDMAN

them by the election committee about 
their experience, goals and possibly their 
thoughts about specific issues. This pro-
cess will be repeated in October. 
 There will also be a Wine and Cheese 
event toward the latter part of October as 
the campaign starts to wind down to allow 
the community to question the candidates 
further. Ballots will be mailed around No-
vember 8 and will need to be returned to 
our independent accountants by Decem-
ber 4. The results will be announced at our 
annual meeting on December 7.
 Hopefully there will be large turnouts 
for these events and property owners 
will view all the posted videos. There are 
many issues facing our community today. 

Just like those property 
owners who preceded 
us, we have a respon-
sibility to thoughtfully 
consider the people 
who will serve on our 
board to ensure we 
leave Big Canoe a better 
place for those who 
follow us.

“You have no right to enjoy… the labors of your fathers, unless your children are to be blessed by your labors.”

I 
recently had an amazing Big Canoe 
experience I want to share.  By the 
time you read this it will only be a 
memory—but one that will last.

 As stated before, it seems my best 
eye-opening experiences in Big Canoe 
are when I’m sharing with friends and 
family the natural beauty and serenity 
of this little piece of heaven.  
 We recently did a sunset cruise for 
the purpose of celebrating the life of my 
late husband.  We hadn’t been together 
since the service and wanted to share 
stories.  We decided at sunset we would 
stop for a time of silence.  We told 
stories, swam, laughed, cried and had a 
wonderful journey through his life.  

 We noticed the sun slowly setting 
as we all watched in silence.
 Suddenly, my daughter remarked, 
“look up there—what is that?”
 We could see a slice of radiance as 
we watched the most beautiful, brilliant 
and huge full moon ascend to the sky.  
 All you could see was the moon 
and its reflection on the water.  It was 
suddenly a clear night with bright stars.  
It was a scene out of a movie!  
 We all knew it was my husband’s 
message to the kids, all his friends and 
myself that he was there with us and 
everything was good.  
 To me, it was more than that.  I’ve 

often stated that a 
force greater than 
me brought me to 
Big Canoe.  This 
full moon said to 
me . . . “You belong 
here.”

It’s all about the moon

JILL PHILMON

GM's
Corner

JILL PHILMON

PHOTO BY KAREN WEBSTER
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NEW LISTING

3088 SKITTS MOUNTAIN RD.
The Ultimate Country Retreat

4BR, 3BA, 2HLF BA, ~  $1,360,000

NEW LISTING

1070 BROOK KNOLL LANE
The Orchards at Brannon Oak Farm 

Cumming’s Nicest Active Adult 
Community

3BR, 3BA  ~   $369,900

FINEST VIEW

930 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Magnificent View, Gourmet Kitchen, 

Needs Nothing! 
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $674,900

CUSTOM UPDATED LAKEFRONT

95 SWALLOW POINT
Fabulous Lake & Mountain Views

4BR, 4BA  ~  $699,000

NEW LISTING

108 RIDGE VIEW DRIVE
BALL GROUND

2 Acre Estate with Pool
6BR, 6.5BA  ~  $644,900

NEW LISTING

56 SLEEPING FAWN KNOLL
Charming Updated Plummer 

Cabin w/Private Setting & Stream
 3BR, 2BA  ~  $229,900

NEW LISTING

18 CHOCTAW RIDGE
Former Model, “EarthCraft” home 

with extensive upgrades
5BR, 4.5BA  ~  $459,000

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

158 WOODSTREAM POINT
Total Remodel, Handicap Accessible, 

Close to North Gate  
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $399,000

... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

m

Listing 
and 

Selling 
the Best 

of Big 
Canoe

m

NEW LISTING

74 CHEROKEE WAY
Beautiful Home in Great Neighborhood 

and Best Location 
4BR, 3BA  ~  $434,500

PLEASE VISIT MY NO REGISTRATION WEBSITE FOR ALL BIG CANOE LISTINGS & COMMUNITY INFO.

www.CampriniandCompany.com

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023
325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com
Jack Camprini

REALTOR 
BIG CANOE RESIDENT

NEW PRICE

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mountain 
Lodge combining spectacular 

views, masterful craftsmanship 
and complete tranquility.

6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,200,000

NEW PRICE

63 STAMP MILL RD
ACHASTA

Great Opportunity
 4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $425,000

FABULOUS TIMBER FRAME

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta
Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (10 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Member 400 North Board of Realtors
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA  ~  $625,000

MOTIVATED SELLERS!

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $499,000

SHOWCASE HOME 

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5B  ~  $1,150,000

OPPORTUNITY

 424 COLUMBINE DR.
Plummer Cabin with Year Around 

Beautiful Long Range Views
3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $205,000

CUSTOM SOUTHERN COLONIAL

18 NUGGET LANE
Quality Custom Home on 1.59 Acres

4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $729,000

 FENCED YARD

508 COVE LAKE DRIVE
Private Gated Lake Community
3BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $429,000

FEATURED HOMESITES

FULLY FURNISHED

367 WINDFLOWER DRIVE
Turn Key!  

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $389,000

QUALITY FAMILY HOME

87 WOODPECKER WAY
Sq. Footage, Curb Appeal and 

Quality Throughout  
 5BR, 3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA 

$539,000

STYLE AND LOCATION

234 PETIT RIDGE DRIVE 
Custom Built Home in Prime Location

4BR,  3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA
 $599,000

• 2641 Sconti Point - $99,500, Fabulous Lake Sconti and Golf Course Lot with Stream
• 6501 Buckskull Ridge - $165,000  
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mountain Rd  - $99,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!
• 4109 Woodland Trace - $18,500 - Heavily Wooded Lot w/Great Location
• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Dr - $165,000 -  Level entry lot with Big View to Amicolola, Dahlonega and Mt Yonah.
• 8133 Wilderness Parkway - $57,500 - Mature trees, natural hardwoods and 2 Streams!
• 4043 Quail Cove - $35,000 -  Walk to Lake Petit
• 8188 Willow Dr, $55,900 -  Great Lot with View

REDUCED

78 PONY LANE
Custom Built/Great Value & Location

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $369,000

NEW LISTING

2831 MIDDLECREEK WAY
Pristine 55+ Condo 

2BR, 2.5BA  ~  $425,000

NEW LISTING

80 TEABERRY LANE
Warm and Gracious Home in a great 
location w/Beautiful Mountain Views

5BR, 4.5BA  ~  $849,000

NEW LISTING

287 SHETLAND TRACE
Big Canoe’s Finest Rustic Cabin

3 BR, 3BA  ~  $349,900 

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

 62 CRAZY BEAR
Magazine Quality Total Renovation 

Big Canoes BEST!!!
3BR, 3BA ~  $299,000

UNDER CONTRACT
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PAINTING • STAINING • REPAIRS
INTERIORS • EXTERIORS

WE DO IT ALL

HIGH QUALITY & 
AFFORDABLE 
REFERENCES 

AVAILABLE

Call 770-500-5859
Serving Big Canoe & Bent Tree 

for the past 10 years 

Locally Owned and Operated

PAINTING AND 
HANDYMAN SERVICE

• Carpentry • Painting
• Staining • Pressure Washing
• Plumbing • Electrical
• Fencing • Ceiling Fans
• Flooring • Lawn Care
• Roofing • Glass Repair
• Strip & Seal Decks 
• Haul Off Junk
• Storm Damage 
• Clean Out Garage and 
   Out Buildings
• Honey Dos • Gutters
• Tile + much more!

Growing Hydroponic 
Leafy Greens Year-Round
Order Yours Fresh Today! 

Located minutes from downtown 
Dawsonville and only 13 minutes from 

the Steve Tate Hwy main entrance of Big Canoe, 
you can have fresh greens readily available 

for onsite pickup here at Costley Family Farms.

costleyfamilyfarms@gmail.com 
5929 Elliott Family Pkwy

Dawsonville, GA 

facebook: @costleyfamilyfarms

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

F
resh from the House of Represen-
tatives Intelligence Committee 
hearing watched by millions of 
TV viewers, Georgia’s Ninth 

Congressional District Representative 
Doug Collins spoke to a full house at the 
August 2 Squires & Stags breakfast at The 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti.
 Collins exhibited his pulpit experi-
ence as a Baptist minister and U.S. Air 
Force Chaplin as he covered a range of 
topics and answered questions from the 
crowd. 
 He started by saying that the past 
few months have been frustrating in a lot 
of ways, including unfulfilled expecta-
tions by both parties and that not much is 
getting done.
 “It is also very understandable when 
you think about the fact that in the last 24 
years, the Democratic Party in the House 
has been in power for only four years 
and seven months,” Collins explained. “In 
January they switched from minority to 
majority in the House. They are saying 
we have had all of this time of not doing 
things that we wanted to do. That’s 
natural. They are saying we want to put 
our legislation up and talk about things 
that we want to vote on, and that’s fine if 
it would actually work but they are not 
because they are not bipartisan and that’s 
the key element.
 “And the other part is of course is the 
investigations going on the past two years 
with the president that started in Novem-
ber of 2017.”
 He told the group that he wanted 
to spend his time in Washington doing 
things that affect everyday lives of people 
in the Ninth Congressional District and 
throughout the country.
 “At the end of the day, most people 
just get up in the morning, they want to 
go to work, they want to have a job, they 
want to have a chance of advancement, 
take care of the kids and the grandkids. 
They frankly don’t care what’s going on 
in the proverbial swamp in Washington 
as long as it doesn’t bother them. And I 
think that is a very valid statement for 
90 percent of America. Now you have 10 
percent of America that wants to—like 
they did yesterday—protest at everything 
that I went to. You can protest me any 

Representative Doug Collins provides 
legislative update at Squires & Stags breakfast

Squires & Stags breakfast emcee David 
Howe with Georgia Ninth District 
Representative Doug Collins of Gainesville 
Georgia. PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Representative Collins spoke to a packed house at The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 

time you want to. I don’t mind it.”
 But he told the group that if they 
think things are contentious today, he 
recommended they read a book about 
1776 and our founding fathers.
 “When you read about it you can 
understand that our country was started 
on ideas and you bring your ideas to the 
marketplace and the best idea wins. If I 
can convince you then the law is passed. 
What is frustrating is that we don’t have 
honest debate any more. We have discus-
sions at each other. 
 “Here is what has become the con-
cern that I have: It is that if you have an 
idea that is different from mine then I am 
evil and your idea is good. That’s wrong. 
We have good ideas and bad ideas. Do we 
have bad results and good results? Yes, 
but we can debate those things without 
becoming to the point where everything 
in our public discourse is about good and 
evil.”
 Collins cited the “First Step Act”, a 
justice reform bill that he and Hakeem 
Jeffries, U.S. congressman for the Eighth 
District of New York, jointly introduced 
as an example of bipartisanship action.

 “Hakeem and I probably couldn’t 
agree on the fact that [Lake Sconti] was 
a lake or a pond,” Collins said, pointing 
toward the lake. “On most issues we just 
don’t agree—except on some issues that 
we do. As Hakeem likes to say, I am a 
conservative from Georgia and he is from 
the republic of Brooklyn. But at the end 
of the day we brought together a biparti-
san issue and right now people are being 
released who need to get back into the 
communities for jobs and putting families 
back together. The president took it on 
and now it is actually happening. As I told 
the president when he signed the bill, 
sometime when you are signing a bill it is 
just words on paper, but I want to tell you 
that there are actually faces behind these 
lines.”
 Other legislation that Collins said he 
was proud of included the rewriting of 
the copyright act that protects creators of 
music and art. 
 “It’s about bigger things,” Collins 
said. “It’s about saying what can we get 
done. That means I am not going to 
compromise who I am. You know me and 
know that I am not going to compromise 
my conservative values and who I am. 
But I am also not going to be in a position 
where I can’t find good ideas and make 
them right and move forward.”
 He expressed concern over what 
has been happening over the past several 
months. He mentioned that the past 
Thursday he “blew up” when, after the 
Mueller hearing there was another hear-
ing in the judiciary committee about im-
migration and the problem on the border.

 “I didn’t need six hearings in six 
months to tell me how bad it is at our 
southern border,” Collins said. “I’ve been 
there. Are there things we could do bet-
ter? Yes! But simply talking about it and 
yelling at border officials is not the way 
you get stuff done. So, I’ve had it. I said 
‘what is dehumanizing is doing this: Tell-
ing the American people you are doing 
something and you are not.’
 The problem we have gotten into 
is that we would rather make political 
points in press releases because we didn’t 
like the results of the past election and 
that is just a plain honest assessment.”
 Collins concluded that nothing was 
learned from the recent Mueller hearing.
 “Do we have serious problems? Yes,” 
Collins said. “Do we need answers? Yes. 
Do I like the tone of our civil discourse 
right now? No. It’s time we move fast 
forward. But it is also time to put an end 
to continually going down the same road 
every time.”
He said he hoped that the Mueller investi-
gation would slow so that the committee 
could do its normal oversight, not going 
after the president.
 Collins thanked the crowd for 
coming out and being attentive to what’s 
going on at the national level.
 “There is some good news,” Collins 
assured the crowd. “Unemployment is 3.7 
percent, the lowest it’s been in most of 
the recollection of time. We have the low-
est unemployment rate among minority 
groups.” 
 He assured the group that he would 
keep fighting to 

"What is frustrating is 
that we don’t have honest 
debate any more. We have 
discussions at each other."

n  Continued on next page
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BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com  

G
eorgia House District 11 Represen-
tative Rick Jasperse of Jasper will 
give a preview of the 2020 Georgia 
Legislative session at the October 

4 Squires & Stags breakfast at the Big Canoe 
clubhouse. He will speak about important bills 
that will come up and other issues the legisla-
ture will be dealing with.
 Jasperse grew up in Kingsport, Tenn. but 
found his way to the University of Georgia 
College of Agriculture where he graduated 
with a degree in food science.  In his work 
career he served as assistant county agent in 
Bartow and Bleckley counties before coming to 
Pickens County some 27 years ago as county 
agent.
 Over the years, Jasperse has been active in 
the Pickens County community serving on the 
Mountain Conservation Trust Board, Chatta-
hoochee Technical College and the Appala-
chian Cattlemen's Board.  
 Jasperse has been a long-time member of 
the Jasper Lion's Club and was recently presi-
dent of the Pickens High School Tip-Off Club. 
He is a great barbecue chef and has shared his 
cooking skills for fundraising of various organi-
zations and events.  

 In 2009, he retired as a county agent and 
entered politics by running for District 11 of the 
Georgia House of Representatives.  His district 
includes Pickens County, parts of Gordon and 
Bartow counties. He serves on various com-
mittees in the House that include:
 • Higher Education Committee where he 
serves as chair
 • Agriculture & Consumer Affairs
 • Appropriation 
 • Health and Human Services
 • Human Relations & Aging
 • Public Safety and Homeland Security
 Jasperse and his wife, Marcia, live on a 
farm in Pickens County where he puts into 
practice what he teaches, by farming the land.

Squires & Stags meets in the Mountains Grille 
at The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti the first 
Friday of the month. Coffee is ready at 7:45 a.m. 
followed by a buffet breakfast served at 8:00 
a.m. Big Canoe residents and guests are invited 
to attend the meeting. The price of breakfast is 
$13 payable on your POA account or by cash at 
the door. Reservations are required and must 
be received by noon on Thursday before the 
Friday morning meeting. You may also call 
(706) 268-3346 to make reservations.

Jasperse to preview 2020 legislative session 
at Squires & Stags Oct. 4 meeting

District 11 State Representative Rick Jasperse will preview the 2020 Georgia 
Legislative session at the October Squires & Stags breakfast meeting. PHOTO BY 

WAYNE TIDWELL

n  Continued from previous page

pass good legislation. 
 “I will not let a majority run over 
the rights of a minority and if you don’t 
believe that, just keep watching TV.”
 From the audience came the question 
of why congress would pass “trillion-dol-
lar deficits” with any reasonable hope that 
it would be paid back, noting that Collins 
voted for the bill.
 Collins said the issue of discretionary 
spending was that cuts made two years 
ago in military spending were put back in 
the bill and now our military has suffi-
cient funding.
 “Two years ago, 50 percent of our 
F-18s on carriers could not fly because of 
budget cuts,” Collins said.
 He also cited other key riders in the 
bill that would protect pro life, being able 
to move money for the wall, funding for 
the military, etc.
 “But your point is and I think the 
biggest point is that we must deal with 
mandatory spending and talk about the 
83 percent of our budget we don’t even 
budget.”

 In his answer to a question about 
treatment of veterans, Collins said the 
VA needs better management not more 
money.
 “We just passed a bill that allows 
them to actually fire people that needed 
to be fired,” Collins said.
 He said unlike past times, military 
personnel are being deployed eight, nine, 
and 10 times, and divorce rates are at 80 
percent. 
 Collins also responded to concerns 
about the cost of drugs and healthcare. He 
said that three pharmacy benefits man-
agers control 80 percent of the market 
and that there are savings that could be 
obtained.
 About immigration and the guest 
worker program, Collins said the bigger 
immigration issue is we can’t keep folks 
for over 20 days because it is a family 
issue.
 “Do not believe any story you hear 
(to the contrary) but separation of kids 
happens when the parent is unfit, has a 
disease, criminal record or there is fraud,” 
Collins said. “That is the only reason a 

child is taken from an adult that they are 
with. This has happened under every 
administration for the past 20 years.”
 Collins pointed out several issues 
that contribute to the immigration crisis. 
He said that there are 3,000 fraudulent 
cases per day of adults bringing kids 
across the border. He also said that only 
immigrants from Mexico and Canada 
could be sent back to their country. Asy-
lum laws are another issue.
 “Ninety percent of asylum claims of 
credible fear are rejected when they come 
back to court,” Collins said.
 On making peace with the Taliban 
and pulling our troops from Afghanistan, 
Collins said we should have a balanced 
pullback while maintaining a negotiating 
stance with the Taliban.
 Collins said the Republicans have had 
an answer to the healthcare issues.
 “Medicare for all means Medicare 
is dead,” Collins said. “We need more 
choice and competition in the market-
place. The reason we lost the election 
is the lie perpetrated that Republicans 
would take away pre-existing conditions. 

I think the plan we had was good but it 
was stopped.”
 “For a trooper’s kid from North 
Georgia who gets to walk into one of the 
prettiest buildings in the world and help 
make public policy, I am telling you that 
this is the greatest country in the world,” 
Collins said at closing. We have got to 
start raising our gaze. Instead of making 
everyone evil who doesn’t think like we 
are, we have a chance to make something 
great. Thank you.”

Squires & Stags meets on the first Friday 
of the month in the Mountains Grille at 
The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. Coffee is 
ready at 7:45 a.m. followed by a buffet 
breakfast served at 8:00 a.m. Big Canoe 
residents and guests are invited to attend 
the meeting. The price of breakfast is $13 
payable on your POA account or by cash 
at the door. Reservations are required and 
must be received by Noon on Thursday 
before the Friday morning meeting. 
You may call (706) 268-3346 to make 
reservations.
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Active Adult Living                 
    …at a Higher Level!

4Visit our Model & Design Studio

4Pick out your home plan

4Select your private wooded lot

4Pick your finishes and fixtures

4Get ready for a new relaxed lifestyle

CALL TODAY: 770-335-7675
thevillagebwc.com

Located on Steve Tate Hwy between the Big Canoe® Gates
2625 Steve Tate Hwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148

Contact Doug Hosmer/Broker, Harry Norman, REALTORS  
C:770-335-7675 O: 770-893-2400

1549 Valley View Drive • $549,000 
5BR/3FB/2HB, FMLS #6105536

NEW PRICEFURNISHED

The best move you’ll ever make.TM

©2006 Harry Norman, Realtors, A HomeServices of America, Inc. Company. All rights reserved. Licensed in Georgia and North Carolina. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Big Canoe is a registered service mark of Big 
Canoe Company, LLC. Harry Norman, Realtors  is not affiliated with the Big Canoe Company, LLC, and no such representation is intended or implied.  Information believed to be accurate but not warranted. 

200 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

LAND & HOME SITES:
70 Foothills Pkwy, #1 - $150,000, FMLS #6501576 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #2 - $150,000, FMLS #65502023 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #3 - $175,000, FMLS #6502025 
2107 McElroy Mtn Drive - $130,000, FMLS #5992403 
2111 McElroy Mtn Drive - $123,900, FMLS #5982288 
240 Sanderlin Mtn Drive N - $65,000, FMLS #6534583 
8115 Disharoon Drive - $79,000, FMLS #6124867 
112 Disharoon Drive - $80,000, FMLS #5868565
00 Valley View Drive - $69,000, FMLS #5829591 
2653 Sconti View Drive - $79,000, FMLS #6088686 
273 Andes Ridge - $65,000, FMLS #6074686
Lot 29 Bridge Rd - $45,188, FMLS #6552338 
Lot 26 Bridge Rd - $47,125, FMLS #6552589 
Lot 32 Bridge Rd - $45,038, FMLS #6524324 
152 Bellflower Drive - $35,000, FMLS #6072795 
889 Cherokee Trail - $25,000, FMLS #5992396 
7024 Sourwood Circle, $24,999, FMSL #6510001 
6034 Buck Skull Ridge Rd, $125,000, FMLS #6593165

5618 Highway 52 • $1,895,000
FMLS #5975072

PRIVATE LAKE 

84 Sourwood Circle • $375,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6547506

NEW PRICE

457 Summit Drive • $999,999
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6116357

STUNNING VIEWS

11 Wood Poppy Court • $799,000
5BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6086299

NEW PRICE

401 Summit Drive • $649,500
4BR/3FB/3HB, FMLS #6024412

NEW PRICE 

776 Black Bear Trail • $725,000
6BR/6.5BA, FMLS #6042958

NEW PRICE

1114 Quail Cove Drive • $276,000
2BR/3BA, FMLS #6044512

NEW PRICE

15 Wild Turkey Lane • $344,900
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #6050376

NEW PRICE

63 The Paddock • $525,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6092543

NEW PRICE

64 Highland Farms Ct • $275,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6539935

NEW LISTING

www.HarryNormanBC.comSee all our listings at ...

Broker/Owner

Doug 
Hosmer

 Maggie 
Hosmer 

Jay 
Foster

Bert 
Sellars

Pat 
Thuman 

Shelby 
Collins

Sam 
Naff

Paul
Foretich

Jack
Updegraff

Tania                        
Baaske

Rosemarie 
Heindel

Dave
Patton

Helen 
Carlock

Sandra 
Jones

Mark
Malone

Alice 
Lee 

Wanda
Stewart

N. GA’s Premier
55+ Community

Single Level Living 
Starting at $396,500!

393 Red Coat Pass • $379,900 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6502449

NEW PRICE

34 Sconti Ridge, Unit #405 • $134,900
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6503544

NEW LISTING

96 White Aster Lane • $664,500
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6516566

NEW PRICE

145 Cliff Fern Point • $520,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6511512

NEW PRICE

10 Poplar Circle • $299,500
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6511266

NEW PRICE

432 Huckleberry Trail • $235,000
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6514233

NEW PRICE

1397 Black Bear Trail • $1,090,000
4BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6527391

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS 

50 Tanager Way • $849,000
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6520607

NEW PRICE 

55 Hillside Drive • $425,000
4BR/4BA, FMLS #6527338

NEW PRICE

532 Cherokee Trail • $450,000
4BR/4BA, FMLS #6522217

NEW LISTING 

113 Yanoo Trace • $319,900
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6522825

NEW LISTING 

158 Treetop Knoll Drive • $167,900
2BR/2FB/2HB, FMLS #6531822

NEW LISTING 

40 Trout Lily Trail • $225,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6539718

NEW LISTING

71 Upper Creek Trail Rd • $359,900
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6524188

NEW ELLIJAY LISTING 

95 Treetop Knoll Drive • $149,900
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6536163

NEW LISTING 

MODEL HOME & DESIGN CENTER
OPEN: Tuesday-Saturday  10 AM - 4 PM

OPEN: Sunday 1 PM - 5 PM
By Appointment on Monday

   Full Assisted Living by The Oaks
   Opening Q-1, 2021

811 McElroy Mtn Drive • $649,000
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6562660

NEW LISTING 

201 Royal Fern Trail • $565,000
3BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6559137

NEW PRICE

87 Yanoo Trace • $429,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6552889

NEW PRICE

172 Disharoon Ridge, Unit 440 
$179,000 • 3BR/2BA, FMLS #6598818

NEW LISTING 

781 Woodland Trace • $249,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6555990

NEW LISTING 

142 Blackgum Drive • $439,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6564242

NEW LISTING 

313 Ridgeview Drive • $525,000
5BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6570693

NEW PRICE 

179 Summit Drive • $595,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6581257

NEW LISTING 

44 Wilderness Knoll • $529,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6573919

NEW LISTING 

76 Treetopper Circle • $139,900 
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6578171

NEW LISTING 

611 Fairway Drive • $349,900
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6588041

NEW BENT TREE LISTING 

211 Shetland Trace • $314,900
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6586793

NEW LISTING 

231 Cliff Fern Point • $545,000 
5BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6583205

NEW PRICENEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

2711 Wilderness Pkwy • $325,000
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6578207

NEW LISTING 

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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BY SANDIE TATE 

I’
ve often passed the beautiful new Big Canoe 
Firehouse and Emergency Centers without 
giving a thought to the personnel who keep 
our community safe. That all changed with 

the electrical storm that lit up the night sky in North 
Georgia during the early morning hours of July 13. 
 A lightning strike took out our irrigation and 
pond system and triggered a fire that started below 
ground in the irrigation box. Soon the fire was 
crawling under the pine straw and lighting up the 
shrubs, flowering plants and trees in our yard.  
 Three Big Canoe Fire and Rescue personnel—
Lieutenant Mario Tilelli, Firefighter Isaac Holaway, 
and Firefighter Josh Young—arrived on the scene 
and began putting out the flames within minutes of a 
frantic 3 a.m. call to 911. 
 They checked out the home assuring us it was 
safe to return inside. Their immediate response 
meant so much, especially since our two beloved 
Bernese Mountain dogs were at our home with a 
good friend while we were out of town. I could only 
listen in on the phone while these men went into 
action. 
 We are very fortunate to have these three 
dedicated professionals and those that support them 
in our community. I encourage you to stop in at the 
firehouse and get to know these hometown heroes 
before you ever need to call on them. 
 I learned the hard way that lightning is one of 
the most erratic and unpredictable characteristics of 
a thunderstorm as it can strike many miles from the 
storm. Please do not wait for the rain before seeking 
shelter in a storm and do not mess with mother 
nature. Katie and Yukon have decided that a fireman 
can be a dog’s best friend in an emergency as well 
as on a friendly visit to the station house to give a 
warm tail-wagging thank you for their bravery!

Y
ou are invited to join a growing number of your neighbors who are 
tuning in to your community radio station Inside the Gates Radio (ITG 
Radio)—playing the best of rock music from the ‘60s to the ‘80s and 
beyond. 

 While the station has been providing musical selections in automatic mode 
24/7, live programming is scheduled for Sunday evenings with local DJs guiding 
you through musical artists and their stories. The programming begins with Shiraz 
Alikhan at 4:30 p.m. followed by Craig Looney with Looney’s Tunes at 6:30 p.m.   
 Additional local programming is planned. Stay tuned for announcements about 
these programs.
 Please go to the FAQs on the website at http://www.insidethegatesradio.com/ 
to learn how to connect to the station. 

Submitted by ITG Radio 

Two grateful Big Canoe dogs thank the Big Canoe Firefighters who came to their rescue when lightning started a fire near 
their home. Pictured (l. to r.) B-Shift Firefighter Josh Young and Firefighter Isaac Holaway along with Yukon (7 years) and 
Katie (3 years). Not pictured: Lieutenant Mario Tilelli. PHOTO BY NEAL SINGER

Big Canoe Firefighters are heroes to two pups

New Sunday line-up on Inside the Gates Radio

Shiraz Alikhan will broadcast at 4:30 p.m. Sundays on ITG Radio PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS



SEPTEMBER 2019 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  11 A

Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400
E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com
Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

SHELBY COLLINS
Pickens County Board of Realtors 
Top Producing Realtor-2018

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West $110,000
Great View of Lake and Mountains - PENDING

n 112 Disharoon $80,000 - VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 7024 Sourwood Circle $24,999
Interior View!! Level Lot!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll $25,000

n 152 Bellflower Drive $35,000
Seasonal Ridgeline View!

n 327 Woodland Trace $10,000
Corner of Woodland Trace and Lone Wolf - SOLD

35 GADALUTSEE PASS
$439,900 • FMLS #6527302

4 Bedrooms~ 4 Baths
2 Bedrooms on the Main
Minutes from North Gate

NEAR WALKING TRAILS

34 SCONTI RIDGE~ UNIT 405
$134,900 • FMLS #6503544

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
UPDATED!

Lake and Golf Course View

NEW LISTING

55 HILLSIDE DRIVE
$425,000 • FMLS #6527338

4 Bedrooms~4 baths
Central Location

Loaded with Extras

GOLF AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS

95 TREETOP KNOLL
$149,900 • FMLS #6536163

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Centrally located

Walk to Amenities

RIDGE LINE VIEW

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$725,000 • FMLS #6585058

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Inlaw Suite with Kitchen and Private Entry
3 Car Garage/6 Minutes from North Gate

PRIVACY AND A VIEW!

91 LAUREL RIDGE
$325,000 • FMLS #6522697

4 Bedroom~4.5 Baths
Central Location

Walk to Swim Club

MOUNTAIN VIEW

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
$649,500 • FMLS #6564230

4 Bedrooms/3 Full Baths/3 Half Baths
Fabulous View and Convenient Location
Beautiful Landscaping-Gardeners Dream

VIEW!!!

25 TROON CIRCLE
$425,000 • FMLS #6092565

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
On Golf Course 

Wonderful Outdoor Spaces

GOLF COURSE

145 CLIFF FERN POINT
$520,000 • FMLS #6511512

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Convenient Location and VIEW!

Beautiful  Custom Home

VIEW! VIEW! VIEW!

BIG CANOE LOTS

50 TANAGER WAY
$849,000 • FMLS #6520607

4 Bedroom~4.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated 

Over 3,000 Feet of Outdoor Decks

LAKE FRONT!!

64 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
$275,000 • FMLS #6539935

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Convenient to Village and Amenities

Beautiful Renovation-Wheelchair Ramp

207 MUIRFIELD WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6034498

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras

Golf Course Location

GOLF COURSE

811 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$649,000 • FMLS #6562660

4 Bedrooms~4.5 Baths
One of the best views in Big Canoe!!!

Updated and Move in Ready

LAKE AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS

691 TURNBURY LANE 
$799,000 • FMLS #6118927

4 Bedrooms~5.5 Baths Custom Home - 
3 Car Garage - Golf Course and Lake Views 

Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME

63 THE PADDOCK
$525,000 • FMLS #6092543

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

PRIVATE LOT!

250 SHETLAND TRACE
$325,000 • FMLS #6530656

3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Large Private Lot

4 Season Sun Room 

ONE LEVEL LIVING

1397 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$1,090,000 • FMLS #6527391

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Fabulous Custom Home!

One of the Best Views in Big Canoe!!

PANORAMIC NORTHERN VIEW

142 BLACK GUM DRIVE
$439,000 • FMLS #6564242

4 Bedrooms~3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained and Updated

Near Amenities and Nature Valley

NEW LISTING

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$799,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home
Double Lot-One POA Fee

NEW PRICE

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$390,000 • FMLS #6547506

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW PRICE

40 TROUT LILY TRAIL
$225,000 • FMLS #6539718

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Walk to Nature Valley
Seasonal Interior View

NEW LISTING

95 BUTTERCUP LANE
$399,000 • FMLS #6517039

4 Bedrooms/3.5 BathsFabulous View 
Featured on 2017 Garden Tour

Designers Home-Beautifully done

CUSTOM HOME

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

ESTATE OWNED

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME! NEW LISTING

393 RED COAT PASS
$379,900 • FMLS #6502449

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Charm

Beautifully Maintained

457 SUMMIT DRIVE 
$999,999 • FMLS #6116357

4 Bedrooms~ 4.5 Baths
 Custom Home with Panoramic Views

Loaded with upgrades!

FABULOUS HOME

997 HUNTERS TRACE
$425,000 • FMLS #6112603

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK!

VIEW

NEW LISTING

2711 WILDERNESS PARKWAY
$325,000 • FMLS #6578207

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
2 Bedrooms on Main
Close to Amenities

SOLD!

313 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$529,000 • FMLS # 6570693

5 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Close to Amenities and Fabulous View!

Newly Renovated

Fall in Love
with a 

Mountain
Home! 

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

PENDING

PENDING

SOLD!
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MEET 

FRAN FARIAS
A ROCK-SOLID CHOICE 

FOR 
THE POA

                                                       

CONTACT INFORMATION

Fran Farias
11552 Big Canoe

Big Canoe, GA 30143

Email:
 RockSolidPOA@gmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

B
rigadier General Lawrence E. Dud-
ney was working in the Pentagon 
on September 11, 2001 when a 
terrorist controlled airliner crashed 

into the Pentagon 150 meters from his office. 
He shared his experience on that fateful 
morning at the August 14 North Georgia 
Veterans luncheon.
 Dudney was working in the office of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR), 
a legislatively mandated review of Depart-
ment of Defense strategies and priorities. 
The five-sided pentagon is the largest office 
complex in the world with 25,000 employ-
ees and is made up of concentric circles of 
offices and service entities. His office was in 
the second circle, known as the D-ring.
 “It’s literally a city in itself,” Dudney 
said about the Pentagon.
 On the morning of 9/11, he was told by 
a fellow employee that a plane had crashed 
into the World Trade Center and then 
again when a second plane crashed into the 
second tower. He stopped working to watch 
TV accounts of the crashes.
 “We were watching the planes hit the 
World Trade center and it didn’t seem real,” 
Dudney said. “It just didn’t seem real.”
 He went back to his office to call and 
email the National Guard and others he 
knew that might know what was happen-
ing. A friend told him it was a terrorist 
attack. As he was talking on the phone the 
third terrorist plane hit the Pentagon. The 
terrorist’s plane crashed between corridor 4 
and 5 near the heliport where Marine 1 and 
Marine 2 would land.
 “It throws me across the room,” 
Dudney said. “There was screaming going 
on for about 30 seconds and all of a sudden 
stopped. Then I realized it was me scream-
ing. The smell of fumes stuck in my mind.
 “I equated it to being T-boned by an 
automobile,” Dudney said. “At least in an 
automobile you hear the screeching of the 
tires or you see it. This, you never saw it 
coming.”
 He assured a screaming administrative 
assistant that everything was going to be all 
right. He climbed up on a table and could 
see daylight.
 “I said there is no way it could be possi-
ble (to see daylight from his location in the 
pentagon),” Dudney said. “There had to be 
six to eight concrete walls between us and 
the outside.”

 Dudney and fellow employees began 
helping people get out of the rubble. Dud-
ney helped a lady who was saying, “please 
don’t leave me.” He said she was the only 
one who made it out of her office alive. An 
IT officer had been crushed right before her 
eyes, according to Dudney. 
 Dudney said they were told to prepare 
to go back into the building to help get peo-
ple out and were given stretcher boards like 
those medics would carry. Then a security 
guard came up to them and said “get out of 
the building, another plane has been spotted 
about 20 miles out.”
 His group took a tunnel underneath 
Highway 395 to a parking lot where they 
aided some tourists who had come to tour 
the Pentagon. After going back to the Pen-
tagon and forming together in a grassy area 
near the Pentagon, Dudney said he could 
see little sign that it was an airliner that hit 
the Pentagon.
 “I will tell you there was nothing out 
there big enough for me to realize that it 
was an airliner that went into that building,” 
Dudney said. “There was hardly anything 
left but small pieces of medal here and 
there.”
 He described the scene as chaotic.
 “Everybody was in charge but nobody 
was in charge, “ Dudney said. “Then we just 
wait. It was frustrating, especially for people 
in uniform.”
 A general told them there was nothing 
they could do because the fire was still 
raging in the Pentagon and he encouraged 
them to rest and drink water so they would 
be ready when he called upon them, accord-
ing to Dudney.
 “About ten o’clock that night they cut 
us loose,” Dudney said. “When I finally laid 

down about three o’clock in the morning, 
I never turned off the light in my bedroom 
and I was scared to close my eyes. I was 
scared something else was going to happen. 
I was kind of beat up, cut, bruised and 
everything else.”
 His boss told him he didn’t need to 
come to work the next day and that they 
had no office anyway, Dudney said.
 “I started aching (from injuries at the 
impact) later on that day,” Dudney said. 
“And I didn’t want to be in my house by 
myself.”
 Dudney went to a medical facility 
where they X-rayed him. He developed a 
migraine and was given some strong drugs. 
 “A nurse and doctor came in with a cup 
with a flower in it and red, white and blue 
foil around it,” Dudney said. “They said this 
is from the President and First Lady Bush. 
As soon as they gave it to me I just squalled 
like a baby.”
 Dudley eventually found office space 
to share and went back to work. He said he 
was told that the terrorist’s plane hit the 
ground before it hit the Pentagon, Other-
wise, “I probably wouldn’t be here today.”

 Dudney said everyone pulled together 
to recover from the attacks.
 “We had more churches show up with 
big revival tents serving meals,” Dudney 
recalled. “
 He also cited restaurant chains that 
provided free food 24 hours a day outside 
the Pentagon
 “Everybody came to help,” Dudney 
said. “I just wish we were like that all of the 
time. They said it would take two years to 
rebuild but it took about a year.”
 Dudney intimated that he was still 
recovering from the event.
 “I get a letter every year from the office 
of the Secretary of Defense notifying me of 
a wreath-laying at the Pentagon,” Dudney 
said. “I haven’t gone. I’m just not ready. I 
don’t know if I’ll ever be ready to go.”
 A result of the 9/11 terrorist attacks is 
the establishment of NORTHCOM, Dudney 
shared in his PowerPoint presentation. 
NORTHCOM is tasked with providing mili-
tary support for civil authorities in the U.S., 
and protecting the territory and national 
interests of the United States within the 
contiguous United States, Alaska, Puerto 
Rico, Canada, Mexico, The Bahamas, and 
the air and sea approaches to these areas. 
It is the U.S. Military Command, which, if 
applicable, would be the primary defender 
against a mainland invasion of the United 
States. It was created on April 25 2002 by 
then President George W. Bush.
 Dudney said that such commands had 
been established in other parts of the world 
but never in North America.
 Dudney received the Purple Heart for 
being wounded on 9/11. The Department of 
the Army also awarded him the Soldier's 
Medal for Heroism. The National Guard 
Association of the United States awarded 
him the Valley Forge Cross for Heroism for 
his actions in the Pentagon during 9/11.
 “I saw more people do great things that 
day,” Dudney said. “I refer to it as uncom-
mon valor was a common virtue.”

North Georgia Veterans welcomes active 
duty and honorably discharged members of 
all branches of U.S. military service. Lunch 
meetings are held on the second Wednesday 
each month in Mountains Grille at The 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. There is no cost to 
join. Meetings start at 11:30 a.m. and include 
a $17 buffet lunch and program. Application 
can be made online at ngvets.org.

Pentagon 9/11 survivor shared his experience 
with North Georgia Veterans

General Lawrence Dudney with North Georgia Veterans President Peter Vallone. PHOTO 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Costs of the 9/11 terrorist attacks

2,996 people

Over 6,000 injuries

$10 billion in property and infrastructure

265 killed on the four planes

125 killed at the Pentagon

44 killed in the plane crash in Shanksville PA



SEPTEMBER 2019 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  13 A

Building A 
Foundation 

of  Trust

171 Foothills Pkwy • Suite 209

 Marble Hill, GA 30148

www.marblehilldentistry.com

770-893-1904

F F F

Superior 
advertising
graphic design
For Brochures, Logos, Ads, Posters,
Billboards and more. Online & Print.

Contact Red Owl Graphics
to help you capture attention!

RED OWL GRAPHICS
Email or call for an estimate
barbarasmith@tds.net
770.737.2117

Start getting noticed!

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

V
ietnam combat veteran and award-winning 
author Franklin Cox of Atlanta will speak 
at the September 11 North Georgia Veter-
ans luncheon at the Big Canoe clubhouse. 

He will share some of his combat experiences in the 
Vietnam War as a marine forward artillery observer.
 Cox was raised in Atlanta and graduated from 
the Marist School. He received his undergraduate 
degree in English Literature (cum laude) from Saint 
Bernard College in 1963 and attended Emory Univer-
sity Law School. 
 He then gained a commission in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and served as an artillery forward observer 
in Vietnam. His dramatic experiences in combat led 
him to write "Lullabies for Lieutenants: Memoir of 
a Marine Forward Observer in Vietnam, 1965-1966," 
(McFarland and Co.). The book was awarded the 2011 
silver medal for a non-fiction memoir by the Military 
Writers Society of America. 
 His second book, "Marist Football: Inside the 
War Eagle Tradition,” was released September 25, 
2012 by The History Press. 
 After his service in the Marine Corps he joined 
Wall Street and was a stockbroker for more than 25 
years. He was a senior managing director for Bear 
Stearns and Lehman Brothers.
 A few years ago, he left the securities industry to 
devote most of his time to writing.

 He and his son, Franklin Vincent Cox III, own 
Pecan Productions Studios, Inc, a multimedia compa-
ny in Atlanta. 
 He was named a finalist in the 2010, 2011, and 2012 
Pirates Alley Faulkner Society Literary Competition. 
 He was a contributing author at the Union 
League Club of New York Book Fair December 3, 
2010.
 His screenplay "Lullabies for Lieutenants," adapt-
ed from his award-winning book, was awarded the 
Grand Prize for the 2014 Story Pros Awards Screen-
writing Contest. There were 970 entries. It was also 
awarded first place (action/adventure) in the 2015 
Creative World International Screenplay Competi-
tion.
 Rebel Seed Films & Entertainment signed a pro-
ducer agreement with Cox to secure his screenplay, 
"Lullabies for Lieutenants." The project, based on 
Cox's award-winning memoir of his duty as a Marine 
Forward Observer in Vietnam, is planned for a high-
end studio production.
 He currently has two books in progress. 

North Georgia Veterans welcomes active duty and 
honorably discharged members of all branches of 
U.S. military service. Lunch meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday each month in Mountains Grille at 
The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. There is no cost to join. 
Meetings start at 11:30 a.m. and include a $17 buffet 
lunch and program. Application can be made online at 
ngvets.org.

Franklin Cox. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY FRANKLIN COX

Army combat veteran and author Franklin Cox 
to speak at North Georgia Veterans luncheon
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Dive into Digital 
with Smoke Signals

Weekly eBlasts.

D  ive right in! Smoke Signals Weekly is filled with news and information about 
activities and events in Big Canoe and nearby North Georgia communities. 

From tubing on the Etowah River and book news to eagle sightings and  
photos of Big Canoe’s special events, there’s always something new and interesting  
in Smoke Signals  Weekly. 

Delivered directly to your computer or mobile device three Wednesdays a month, 
Smoke Signals  Weekly offers timely, relevant and balanced news. 

Read about local farmers markets, local theater/events, health/wellness programs 
sponsored by area hospitals and health centers, Terraces’ concerts, Big Canoe club 
activities, seasonal celebrations, recycling/conservation updates, BCAR’s furry friends, 
letters to the editor, obits, trail hikes, tournaments . . . and so much more.     

 If you want to know what’s going on in and around Big Canoe take a tip from our 
doggy paddling friend and dive right in to Smoke Signals  Weekly. It’s free, friendly 
and fun to read. 

Sign up now at: www.bigcanoenews.com.  Click “subscribe” on the upper 
front page, above the Smoke Signals logo and green Digital Edition square.  Click 
“Weekly eBlasts,” fill in your email address and name and you’re done.   

Some things—just like labs and water—naturally go together. Smoke Signals print 
and Smoke Signals Weekly digital editions: your go-to source for community news  
and events.     

Smoke Signals—delivering news to Big Canoe since 1989.
   
 

 
 

Travis Key • Mortgage Loan Originator

Making 
Mortgages easier 

every Day.
• Construction/Permanent Loans

• Great Rates on Purchase or 
Refinance Transactions

• 100% Financing
• FHA and VA Loans

• Friendly Courteous Service

678-314-0346
www.regionsmortgage.com/traviskey

travis.key@regions.com

BY BONNIE PLIKAYTIS 

M
ost people know Big Canoe 
resident Mary Jo Cox as the 
bear photographer because 
she has traveled far and wide 

photographing bears; Grizzles in Alaska, 
Black bears in Minnesota, even Sloth bears 
in India. What most do not know about 
Mary Jo is that for over 10 years she has 
volunteered her time and talent to several 
animal rescues in the Atlanta area including 
Big Canoe Animal Rescue to photograph the 
animals for adoption. Her years of expe-
rience photographing wildlife and rescue 
dogs and cats have allowed her to fuse two 
of her passions: photography and love of an-
imals. Mary Jo has a gift for connecting with 
animals even in a stressful situation like an 
animal shelter where the dogs are scared 

and confused by their surroundings.
 There is a saying, “Eyes are the win-
dows to the soul.” Mary Jo captures the true 
spirit of her animal subjects by focusing on 
their eyes. With her new business, Mary Jo 
Cox Photography, all now have access to 
her talent and can have their furry com-
panions photographed. It does not matter if 
your furry friend is calm and likes to cuddle 
or energetic and likes to play, she can cap-
ture their spirit. To see her portfolio, make 
an appointment, view her pricing, or learn 
about her process visit her website http://
www.maryjocoxphotography.com. 
 Mary Jo has been generous with her 
time and talent to Big Canoe Animal Rescue 
and other animal shelters photographing the 
dogs and cats available for adoption. Her 
heartwarming photos speak to the hearts 
of those seeking a furry companion. Many 

Award-winning photographer Mary Jo Cox 
opens new photo business in Big Canoe

Mary Jo has been photographing rescue dogs for many years. This heartwarming photo 
of little mutt puppy Cody connected him with his forever family.

Artistic renditions of photos—Lexie and Elizabeth Taylor are good examples—will also 
be included in the web-based gallery of photos.

adoptive families have said they felt an in-
stant attraction to an animal through one of 
her photos. I know this personally because 
her sweet photo of a little mutt puppy stole 
our hearts and was our first introduction to 
our cherished canine companion Cody. 
 Mary Jo’s experience as a wildlife 
photographer makes her adept at environ-
mental portraits as well as capturing those 
moments of movement that define our pets, 
whether it be catching a tennis ball, diving 
off a dock, or jumping a fence. Also, her 
images are perfect for holiday cards to share 
with friends and family. The sitting fee 
includes an on-location session of photog-
raphy with your furry friend and a private 
web-based gallery of the best professionally 
edited photos showcasing your pet's per-

The photo sitting can include 
environmental portraits or action photos 
such as horse jumping.

sonality as well as artistic renditions such 
as black and white, watercolor, or chalk 
drawings of some of the images. The client 
will also be given a high-resolution copy of 
all digital images included in the web gallery 
that can be shared with friends and family 
or printed.

Mary Jo Cox is well known for her wildlife 
photos such as this one of grizzly cubs 
playing in Alaska.
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In Memoriam
Vito Luco Bell, Jr.

July 23, 1945—July 14, 2019

Vito and Jacquie Bell have been 
part time residents in Big Canoe 
since 1996, sharing their time 
with a second home on St. 

George Island, Florida. An avid golfer, 
Bell played in Big Canoe with the ACES, 
spending much of his time perfecting his 
swing when he wasn’t fishing, sitting on 
the porch reading or sketching the moun-
tain views and wildlife. 
 Born in Northampton, Mass., he 
received his bachelor’s degree from 
Western New England College in 1969 
and went on to earn a master’s degree in 
financial planning. 
 Before his retirement Bell was an 
accomplished insurance executive for the 
CNA Insurance Co. in Chicago. He was a 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force and served 
during the Vietnam War. He enjoyed trav-
eling and cooking for his wife and family.
Bell died in his Big Canoe home, sur-
rounded by his family, July 14 after a long 
battle with cancer.

 He is survived by his wife of 40 years 
Jacqueline D.; daughter Leslie B. Short 
(Tim) and granddaughter Olivia, Smyrna, 
Ga.; son Geoffrey W. Bell, Atlanta; Alyssa 
B. Grant (Randy) granddaughter Madison, 
Tallahassee, Fla.; a brother James (Nancy), 
Belchertown, Mass.; sister Susan Bell, 
Fairfield, Calif., numerous cousins, nieces, 
nephews and good friends in Georgia and 
Florida. 
 In accordance with Bell’s wishes, a 
private service was held.

BY CALVERT JOHNSON
Chair, Knowledge Series Advisory Council  

T
he Knowledge Series, a 
POA-supported community 
program, encourages life-long 
learning through compelling 

presentations on literary, artistic, inter-
national, national and regional topics of 
interest and significance. The Knowl-
edge Series Advisory Council seeks new 
members to replace those who will rotate 
off. This committee plans and carries 
out monthly programs that feature a 
guest speaker and occasionally sponsors 
a Destination Dinner featuring various 
countries and their cuisines. During the 
summer, the committee sponsors the Big 
Canoe Expert Series featuring residents 
of Big Canoe with special knowledge, 
expertise, or hobbies. We also host a 
well-established discussion series on 
global issues, “Great Decisions,” and a 
winter Ted Talks series.
 Past speakers have included Dr. 
Wayne Clough, former president of Geor-
gia Tech and director of the Smithsonian 

Institute; Dr. Elizabeth Kiss, president of 
Agnes Scott College, on political ethics 
and compromise; Robert Spano, musical 
director of the Atlanta Symphony Or-
chestra; Dr. Catherine Lewis, Kennesaw 
State University, on President Eisenhow-
er, Golf, and Cold War Politics; Dr. Tom 
Cunningham, Atlanta Federal Reserve; 
Jim Gibbs on Gibbs Gardens; Kevin Riley, 
editor-in-chief, Atlanta Journal/Consti-
tution; John Pruitt and Monica Pearson, 
former news co-anchors, WSB-TV; and 
Genevieve Verbeek, Consul-General of 
Belgium (with tasting of Belgian beers).
 The Advisory Council meets for 
an hour to an hour and a half once per 
month. If you are interested in serv-
ing, please notify Cal Johnson, chair, at 
calvertjohnson@gmail.com by September 
15. Briefly describe your interest in the se-
ries and any special expertise and access 
to contacts/speakers you might bring to 
the Advisory Council; include a copy of 
your CV, resume, or bio. 

Submitted by the Knowledge Series

Blinds
by Design

888-338-1303 • 706-669-1244 • Lynne Pitters
www.blindsbydesignllc.com

Hunter Douglas  •  Additional Brands Available  •  Free Estimates & Installation  

including custom window 
coverings, tinting and shutters.

Treatments

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ...

Window

Serving your community 
for 14 years

We offer a wide variety of Graber, Hunter Douglas 
window fashions to meet all your needs, 

including favorites like Duette® 
Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette® Window 

Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, 
wood blinds, shutters and more. 

Our services include design consultations 
and professional window coverings 

measuring and installation.

Interested in serving on the 
Knowledge Series Advisory Council?
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438 RED FOX DRIVE
$699,000 • 5BR/5.5BA 

Beautiful long range NE Mtn 
View. Spacious home. 

Want Your Home SOLD?
Please call me. Let me help sell your home.

Ask For Steve

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $339,900 • 4BR/4BA
Great value/Mtn views.

201 WOODLAND TRACE 
$299,900 • 4BR/3.5BA

193 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
$499,900 • 4BR/4.5BA

135 MALLARD COVE
$779,000 • 4BR/3BA

T E S T I M O N I A L S

341 SYCAMORE TRAIL 
$515,000 • 4BR/4BA

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
$459,000 • 4BR/3.5BA

 

80 TWIN CREEKS DR
$389,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

2536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$329,900 • 4BDS/3BA

 

39 WHITE ASTER LANE
$729,000 • 4BR/4.5BA

65 LAUREL RIDGE
$254,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Great value.

75 BUCKSKULL HOLLOW
$219,900 • 5BD/2BA
Cabin near amenities.

141 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$439,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Beautiful Rustic Craftsman

5529 Red Fox @ $279k - 3.5 acres backing to Dawson Forest w/big views NE.
7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.

8269 Cox Mtn Lane @ $159,900 - Long range mountain views from 2 acre homesite. Near amenities and Gate. On prestigious Cox Mountain.
5573 Red Fox Lane @ $124.9k - Private 3.28 acre homesite w/beautiful NE views towards Amicalola Falls.

3576 Blazingstar @ $99k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end of cul de sac, in Wildcat.
4044 Quail Cove Dr @ $99.5k - Large 2+ acre homesite with seasonal lake and mountain views. Great build site.

113 Bluestern NW  @ $79k - Terrific value in Wildcat neighborhood. Easy build homesite.
7207 Ridgeview @ $59k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value. - Price Reduced

2249 Sunuwa Way @ $45k. Near N. Gate on 1acre very buildable. Great value. NEW PRICE
64 Wrens Nest @ $30k - In Lakeside neighborhood on quiet cut de sac. Mountain views. Great value. 

HOMESITES

169 BLUESTERN NW
$579,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

SOLD

NEW PRICE

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

112 WILD PANSY CIRCLE
$679,000 • 4BDS/3.5BA

SOLD

113 SCONTI KNOLL RIDGE
$549,900 • 4BDS/5BA

In prestigious Audubon nghb’d. 

536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE 
$339,000 • 3BDS/4BA

SOLD

61 DEER RUN RIDGE
$329,900 • 3BDS/2.5BA

SOLD

2019 Current Listings and Results

I had 62 Closings in 2018, including 39 
of my listings (up from 29 in 2017)

263 HICKORY TRAIL
$229,900 • 4BDS/3BA

Cabin w/inlaw suite. Stream.

6 LAUREL RIDGE POINT
$350,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Excellent rental potential. 

SOLD

95 LAUREL RIDGE
$269.000 • 3BD/3.5BA

SOLD

SOLD

57 WILD TURKEY KNOLL
$819,900 • 5BDS/4BA

 80 SANDERLIN DRIVE
$449,900 • 5BD/4BA/2HBA
Beautiful long range Mtn views  

61 SQUIRRELS NEST
$395,000 • 4BDS/2BA

 

1444 RIDGVIEW DRIVE
$329,900 • 4BDS/2BA

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

291 CARBINE DRIVE
BALLGROUND • $899,000 

SOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLD

82 BEAR CREEK POINT 
$589,900 • 4BDS/3.5BA

Many Upgrades.

NEW LISTING

Steve was a great partner in 
selling our house in Big Canoe. 
Always willing to help facilitate 
the transaction - Steve went 
above and beyond to get the job 
done.  We highly recommend 
Steve!
                    —Charlie

A great partner.

My  wife and I  just purchased a 
home in Big Canoe and we are 
extremely excited about joining the 
community. Steve Yambor was our 
agent and he did a fantastic job for 
us, right from the very beginning. 
I would like to stress that he was 
objective during the entire process 
and very helpful in moving our 
contract negotiations along as well.                                                                                                              

— Jeff C.

Objective during 
process...

Helpful During 
Negotiation

How pleased I was with Mr. Steve 
Yambor and the professionalism he 
displayed on the sale of my house. 
He was especially helpful during the 
negotiation process and thereafter in 
helping me negotiate some additional 
issues. I have already recommended 
Steve to a number of my friends and 
would recommend him as the agent 
of choice to anyone. 
         — Dennis D.

Refreshing Change
Steve was the the most professional 
and competent real estate agent 
I have dealt with in my life. Steve 
persevered for over three years 
during our real estate venture, yet 
was never overbearing or demanding, 
a refreshing change from my other 
real estate agent encounters. He is a 
tremendous asset to your brokerage. 

— William & Susan

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

NEW PRICE

1606 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$389,000 • 4bd/3.5ba/2CG
Breathtaking NE long range views. 

 

UNDER CONTRACT

292 WINDFLOWER
$249,000 • 3BDS/1BA

200 year old Mansion Cabin.

NEW PRICE

UNDER CONTRACT
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BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com 
ALL PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

P
otts Market is worth a visit. Strolling 
around the market on a Saturday morning 
is a great way to kick-start the weekend. It’s 
a time to meet local farmers, learn about 

what they grow and why they are so committed to 
farming. Most utilize organic growing practices for 
healthy, nutrient-rich produce. 
 There are many tents for talented craftsmen 
who bring their hand-crafted creations to the mar-
ket. These folks are eager to talk about their work. 
 Potts Market is located on Steve Tate Highway 
between Highway 53 and the roundabout at Cove 
Road. Market hours are every Saturday 8 a.m. until 
noon through October.
 After a very slow start in May and June, Potts 
Market began attracting more farm/craft vendors 
and early Saturday morning shoppers in late July. 
When Smoke Signals checked out Potts Market, 
there were 28 produce and craft vendors on July 27 
and 26 on August 3—with more vendors coming 
throughout August. While the number varies a bit 
from week to week, there are more than a doz-
en high quality farm regulars as well as several 
talented vendors who offer handmade crafts and 
products. 
 The photos on this page, taken at Potts Market, 
are a sampling of the farm, craft and other booths to 
illustrate the range of food and products shoppers 
can expect at Potts Market. 
 Keep up with the Potts Market vendors and 
their products in Smoke Signals Weekly, a digital 
edition of Smoke Signals delivered to your comput-
er on Wednesday mornings. For more information 
go to www.bigcanoenews.com. 

Potts Market offers 
farm-fresh produce, unique crafts

Mama Makant’s Mountain Morsels—right next to Jordan 
Produce—is a Saturday favorite. Owner Susan Makant 
specializes in fresh-baked, homemade pound cakes.

Papa’s Bakery, Tony Couch’s bake shop on Church Street 
in Jasper, is another Potts Market regular. 

White House Workshop, a veteran-owned business, is one 
of many craft businesses offering high quality projects. 

Every Saturday Nana (of Nana's Dahlias) and her 
granddaughter  welcome Potts Market visitors with a table 
bursting with a rainbow of flower arrangements ranging 
from small to spectacular. Nana's flowers have been 
locally grown for 40 years. 

Patty Tarnacki's Pink Alley Boutique is filled with "cool, 
kind unique apparel and accessories," she says. Patty 
brings wonderful merchandise from her Dahlonega shop 
every Saturday. 

Will Jackson and Jo Ellen Trammell, co-chairs of the 
Black Bear Project man their booth at Potts Market. Stop 
by and load up on sweatshirts for the winter. They also 
offer information on how to co-exist with our mountain 
wildlife. Do not miss this booth. 

Just about everybody in the Big Canoe/Marble Hill area 
knows about Jordan Produce and the place where Mr. 
and Mrs. Grady Jordan sold their vegetables and fruit 
for years behind the Marble Hill post office. Now four 
generations of the Jordan family are selling their locally 
grown fruits and vegetables, homemade jelly and jam—
the blackberry jam is incredible—along with eggs and 
baked goods every Saturday at Potts Market.

Potts Market shoppers can’t miss Southern Grass Meat, 
owned by Joe and Mark Hermann. Just look for the big 
refrigerated truck behind the blue tent. The brothers raise 
grass-fed Black Angus and British White cattle on their 
Jasper farm.

Big Canoe’s own Tom Craton is a Potts Mountain 
regular and fresh-fish legend—he’s got great recipes! 
Look for his white truck and Harlee, his black lab pup—
Tom and Vickie Craton won’t be far away. For more 
information and to register for his mailing list, go to 
www.tomsawesomeseafood.com.

Cherokee Market Farm Fresh Produce and Antiques in Lathemtown, owned by Lisa 
Meyer, offers a wide range of vegetables and fruit in season.

Paul’s Pot Pies—voted “Best of Cobb 2019.” Paul sells 
“take and bake” pot pies in a dozen varieties, from 
vegetarian to pot roast, in two sizes. He has stores in 
Kennesaw and on the Marietta Square.
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BY DENISE RAY  
dray@bigcanoenews.com

A 
housefire in the Wildcat Com-
munity sparked a heated debate 
when residents challenged 
Dawson County officials in a 

December town hall meeting. At issue 
were the circumstances surrounding the 
emergency response to the Nov. 3 fire at 
the residence of Gabe and Melanie Wilder 
on Burnt Mountain Ridge Road. 
 Wildcat Community, Inc. is a consor-
tium of eight residential communities lo-
cated in unincorporated areas of Pickens 
and Dawson counties.  
 Held at Station 8 on November 17 
at the request of Dawson County, the 
gathering addressed several issues includ-
ing the response time to the scene, why 
Station 8 wasn’t immediately dispatched, 
and the status of the promised additional 
water tank. 
 Dawson County’s Fire Station 8 
serves properties within a five-mile radius 
of the Monument Road station in both 
Pickens and Dawson 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

C
ommunications and transparency 
are important objectives of the 
new Big Canoe POA Board of Di-
rectors, new Board President Jay 

Goldman told the crowd at the December 7 
Squires & Stags breakfast.
 “There has been a lot of discussion 
about transparency, communicating what’s 
going on,” Goldman said.
 He said that two things the new board 
wants to do is solicit input from homeown-
ers at board work sessions and to have a 
dialog with the community about things on 
the horizon.
 “This way we will get better input as 
we proceed with evaluating different alter-
natives and give the community a stronger 
voice in the board’s deliberations,” Goldman 
said.
 Secondly, he said the board will explore 
the feasibility of setting up a community 
foundation at Big Canoe.
 “The objective of it is hopefully to have 
people voluntarily upon leaving Big Ca-
noe—after being here for a number of years 
and enjoying their life here in Big Canoe—
to consider leaving funds to the foundation 
upon their passing. Those funds would be 
used by the community primarily for capital 
improvements,” Goldman explained.
 Goldman said that what the board did 
in 2018 was important because it set the 

foundation for what the board wants to try 
to do in 2019. That included moving forward 
with the water company (UIG) and getting 
more involved as the two-year water 
rates expire, and moving forward with the 
Windstream internet upgrade that should 
be complete by “the early part of the year.”
 “They [Windstream] want to step up 
their marketing to get as many people as 
possible signed up which is to their benefit 
as well as the interests of the community,” 
Goldman said. “It is voluntary but we would 
urge everybody to take a hard look at it.”
 Other endeavors by the board included 
getting the fire station completed and the 
land-use project that included the potential 
sale of the High Gap area and the round-
about property on Steve Tate Road. The 
land-use projects were tabled after town 
hall meetings.
 “The current board understands that 
the objection to that was the perceived 
uncertainty that something down the road 
could be done to those properties that 
would change the natural beauty of those 
properties as they are today,” Goldman 
said. “We are going to continue to work on 
that. We think there are ways to get this 
done that will conserve the property as it is 
and provide some economic benefit to the 
community.”
 He cited changes at the Clubhouse at 
Lake Sconti that happened in 2018, including 
the hiring of a new general manager, 
clubhouse manager, 

BY MELISSA HARVEY

Ed. note: Melissa Harvey is a former editor 
for Smoke Signals and Smoke Signals 
Online. She moved from Bent Tree in 
Jasper, Georgia to Anchorage, Alaska in 
March 2014 seeking adventure in The Last 
Frontier.

F
riday, November 30, 2018, 7:30 
a.m.: I shuffle into the kitchen, 
rubbing sleep from bleary eyes. 
The sun won’t be up for more than 

two hours. It was a late night last night, 
and I glance longingly at my coffeemaker. 
I forgo caffeine this morning, knowing I 
will be drinking plenty of coffee once I get 
to the office. I feed my cat and set about 
getting ready to start my day.
 8:25 a.m.: I shuffle across the icy apart-
ment parking lot, climb into my car and 
start the engine. At a balmy 28 degrees 
Fahrenheit, it’s warmer than it should be 
for the end of November in Alaska. It’s 
still dark, and I can almost taste that first 
sip of breakroom coffee. There is frost on 
my windshield this morning but thankfully 
no ice or snow to scrape off. I blast the 
defroster and browse news headlines on 
my phone while my car warms up. 

 8:29 a.m.: The frost is gone from my 
windshield and I shift my car into reverse, 
ready to head into work. Before I ease 
up on the brake pedal, I hear a boom a 
moment before my car begins to shake 
violently. There is no warning rumble; 
this earthquake has teeth and bares them 
immediately. I cut the engine and latch 
onto the steering wheel, hoping the 
ground doesn’t crack open and swallow 
me whole. The lights in the building in 
front of me blink out. The streetlights go 
dark. I look up and notice flashes lighting 
up clouds in the inky blue-black sky. 
That’s weird, I think, as my car continues 
to shake; we hardly ever get lightning in 
Alaska. It would dawn on me later that 
those flashes were transformers blowing 
out all over town.
 8:30 a.m.: The shaking goes on forever 
and is over in less than a minute. I slowly 
gather my wits, not realizing how severe 
the earthquake was because this is the 
first time a serious shaker has caught me 
out of doors. 
 8:33 a.m.: After taking a few steadying 
breaths and unhooking my clawed fingers 
from the steering wheel, I make sure 
my car is undamaged, pull out of the 
parking lot (still pre-

The Burnt Mountain Ridge Road home of Gabe and Melanie Wilder burns as homeowners 
and neighbors wait for Dawson County firefighters to arrive on scene. Reportedly the 
response time was 28 minutes while a neighbor indicated it was 45 minutes.  PHOTOS COURTESY 

OF A NEIGHBOR OF THE WILDERS

Response to a fire that destroyed the 
Wildcat Community home sparked a heated 
debate recently between county officials 
and local residents. The fire was ruled 
“accidental and electrical cannot be ruled 
out as the cause” according to Dawson 
County Fire Chief Danny Thompson. 

Burnt Mt. leads to heated debate between county 
officials, residents; volunteer firefighters resign
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L-R Greg Saunders, POA Board Member Grant Grimes and POA President Jay Goldman 
chat at the Squires & Stags breakfast. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

New POA board 
president talks about 

the future of Big Canoe

"Aftershock upon aftershock rattled an already rattled 
populace. More than 2,800 tremors, some greater than 

magnitude 5.0, would annoy Alaskans for more 
than a week.”

Quaking in Alaska
Earthquake shakes up Friday morning routine

Early morning earthquake damage to Midtown Anchorage office spaces force many 
building closures on Friday, Nov. 30, 2018. PHOTOS BY MELISSA HARVEY
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This Side Of The Guitar  • 6C

Ed. note: The 29th Broyles Mission Confer-

ence at Big Canoe Chapel will run from Feb. 

21-24. Joshua Youssef, one of the speakers, 

will discuss Help the Persecuted, an orga-

nization that aids Christians in the Middle 

East and North Africa. The persecution of 

Christians seems incomprehensible to many 

of us—safe in our own country, free to wor-

ship and share our religious traditions. But 

that’s not the case in more than 70 countries 

where the right to worship as Christians is 

threatened—and the number of incidents 

is rising. This article is offered to provide 

background on the growing problem—a 

grave concern to all who believe in religious 

freedom. (To learn more about the 29th 

Broyles Mission Conference, go to page 11C 

of this issue’s Living section.)  

BY MARY O’BRIENSenior Vice President, Engagement, 

Help the Persecuted

E very day there are new reports 

of Christians who face threats, 

unjust imprisonment, harassment, 

beatings and even loss of family 

because of their faith in Jesus.

 Trends show that countries in Africa, 

Asia and the Middle East are intensify-

ing persecution against Christians, and 

perhaps the most vulnerable are Christian 

women, who often face double persecu-

tion for faith and gender. 
 Every month 255 Christians are killed, 

104 are abducted, 180 Christian women 

are raped, 

BY DENISE RAY  dray@bigcanoenews.com

T he Dawson County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously on Jan. 17 to 

enter into a revised intergovernmental agreement (IGA) with Pickens County 

regarding fire protection for the Wildcat Community, Inc.—eight residential 

communities in unincorporated areas of Pickens and Dawson counties. 

 Under the new agreement, which amends the original agreement dated Oct. 20, 

2008, Pickens County shall assume operation of the fire station—now known as Dawson 

County Fire Station 8—and shall operate the fire station as a substation of Pickens 

County Emergency Services. The station will be known as Pickens County Fire Station 

10. 
 Clayton Preble, president of the Wildcat Community and Station 10 volunteer was 

pleased with the new agreement. “This is a major breakthrough in providing emergency 

services to our community,” he said in a statement released to members of the Wildcat 

Community.  “On behalf of the Wildcat Community, I am very pleased that Pickens County 

Chairman Rob Jones and Dawson County Chairman Billy Thurmond were able to forge 

a new IGA to strengthen emergency services for the benefit [of] our community” Preble 

said. 
 “We are also thankful for former Dawson County Fire Chief Lanier Swafford who, 

along with Rob Jones, recognized the importance of creating a fire station to serve this 

community over a decade ago.”  

 Prior to the revised agreement Dawson County’s Fire Station 8 served properties 

within a five-mile radius of the Monument Road station in both Pickens and Dawson 

counties. 

Fernbank Museum Of Natural History • 8B

The Big Canoe Photography Club is honored to be featured at an exhibition at the 

Blue Ridge Mountains Art Center in Blue Ridge. The exhibition runs through February 

23, and showcases more than 90 images from two dozen club photographers. The 

photos are for sale, so bring your checkbook or credit card. Visit www.blueridgearts.

net for directions and hours. The Big Canoe Photography Club is open to all 

photographers, beginning and experienced. Check out www.bigcanoephotographyclub.

org for information on meetings and outings. Join us! PHOTO BY JERRY DEEDS

Romance filled the air on 
Saturday, Jan. 26 as brides 
and grooms-to-be along 
with family members 
flocked to Big Canoe’s 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti 
for the bridal fair open 
house. Gerard Monte, 
director of catering and 
special events, along 
with his team, offered 
the attendees a treat for 
the senses: colorful table 
decorations, magnificent 
flowers—especially the 
vibrant pink hydrangeas 
nestled in pewter-colored 
boxes set up for a main 
table—and mouth-watering treats from 

appetizers to desserts. 
The main table (shown 
left) is complete with 
jeweled slippers and a fur 
stole casually draped over 
the chair reserved just for 
the mother of the bride. 
Turn to page 2 for more 
about the Bridal Fair. 

PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS

“In 2018, more than 245 million Christians in 73 countries 

faced extreme persecution around the world—

up 30 million (13.9%) from the previous year.”

Persecution of Christians 
a growing threat in Asia, 

Africa, Middle East

Here come the brides-to-be for Big Canoe’s first bridal fair

Pickens County to operate Wildcat 
Community fire station

New wine room uncorked

Turn to Second Front on page 3 to learn more about the folks who built the new clubhouse 

wine room as a labor of love for this community. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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bschneider@bigcanoenews.com A fter weeks of torrential rain, gray 

skies and miles of mud, there is 

still one place in North Georgia 

filled with sunshine-yellow vistas 

in every direction: Gibbs Gardens. Its 50+ 

acres of Daffodil Gardens will carpet hill-

sides and valley with more than 20 million 

vibrant yellow daffodil blooms from March 1 

through April 15.  Jim Gibbs, owner, designer and 

developer of Gibbs Gardens, began plant-

ing daffodils in his gardens in 1987.  “Over 

the years we’ve planted millions of bulbs 

representing more than 150 varieties—often 

planting more than 250,000 bulbs a year.” 

 To prepare for the 2019 season, an ad-

ditional 60,000 daffodil bulbs were planted 

last fall along with more than 50,000 tulip 

bulbs to add splashes of vivid spring color 

to the gardens. 

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com B ig Canoe’s POA Board focused on 

its master plans, rules and regu-

lations updates and finances at its 

Thursday Feb. 21 voting session, 

held in the Mountains Grille Room of the 

Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
 The board discussed the progress of the 

two master plans under development—one 

addressing the golf course and the other a 10-

year strategic look at likely capital projects. 

 The plan for the golf course, said 

General Manager Jill Philmon, focuses more 

on the mechanical, the basic infrastructure 

from a strategic standpoint. “Are there ways 

to make it more fun to play? Opportunities 

to improve aesthetics?” 
 “We have an agreement for a substan-

tially completed plan by the end of April,” 

POA President Jay Goldman said. “We will 

have an informational session with the 

community before any action is taken. If 

any capital item is $1.1 million or more, we 

will seek approval from the community . . 

. Whatever plan gets developed will be a 

community plan—not a board plan.”

 “This is a 10-year plan, we will not do all 

at once,” added POA Director Jim Farinholt, 

 Philmon reminded those attending the 

meeting about the master plan survey.  “If 

you haven’t received an email for the survey 

give Tim [Moran] a call. We want to hear 

from everybody.”   The invasive plant list generated “a lit-

tle bit of feedback,” said Philmon. She plans 

to work with the committee to provide 

general education about invasive plants. “If 

BY DENISE RAY dray@bigcanoenews.com 

D awson County District 4 Com-
missioner Julie Hughes Nix was 

formally reprimanded for her 
alleged breach of confidentiality 

at the Thursday, Feb. 21 voting session of 

the Dawson County Commissioners.

 Board Chairman Billy Thurmond intro-

duced a resolution citing a breach of attor-

ney-client privilege and executive session 

privilege to censure Nix, the commissioner 

who sent emails to a county employee.

 While an employee can be reprimand-

ed by termination for this type of action, it 

is more complicated to punish an elected 

official. Censure is the only step members 

of the board really had; there was no other 

choice but to censure Nix, according to 

Dawson County Attorney Angela Davis in 

a statement to WXIA, Atlanta TV station-

11Alive, the local NBC affiliate that covered 

the proceedings. Confidential emails shared

 According to the resolution, censure 

is the “appropriate form of reprimand for 

a commissioner acting out of order.” The 

resolution states that Nix acted out of order 

when she forwarded emails to Dawson 

County Human Resource Director Danielle 

Yarbrough despite the fact that the commu-

nications were specifically marked “confi-

dential” and “attorney-client privilege” and 

not for distribution. “Commissioner Nix forwarded email 

communications that were protected by 

attorney-client privilege between former 

County Attorney, Lynn Frey, and the Board 

of Commissioners, without approval of 

the Board of Commissioners, to an em-

ployee who had no right or authority to 

receive those email communications…. 

Commissioner Nix also forwarded email 

communications that were protected by the 

attorney-client privilege between County 

Manager, David Headley, County Attorney, 

Angela Davis, and the board of commis-

sioners, without approval of the board of 

commissioners, to an employee who was 

the subject of the email communications 

and who had no right or authority to receive 

those email communications….,” the resolu-

tion reads.  According to the resolution, the 

communications forwarded by Nix were 

concerning personnel issues about the very 

employee to whom she forwarded the com-

munications (Yarbrough), an employee who 

was represented by an attorney, and “who 

was taking positions adverse to Dawson 

County’s interests.” The resolution also states that Nix 

further forwarded email communications 

concerning privileged and confidential com-

munications that occurred in an executive 

session of the board of commissioners, a 

violation of the Georgia Open Meetings Act. 

 “The disclosure of executive session 

information by Commissioner Nix to an 

employee was without the approval of the 

board of commissioners and was in viola-

tion of the executive session privilege. Not 

only does this disclosure have the potential 

to imperil the county’s ability to effectively 

negotiate and position itself for purposes of 

a potential property acquisition, but impor-

tantly, Commissioner Nix’s violation of the 

executive session privilege has significantly 

chilled the ability of the board of commis-

sioners to have candid executive session 

discussions for fear of such discussions 

impermissibly being shared with individ-

uals outside of the executive session,” the 

resolution reads.  District 1 Commissioner Sharon Fausett 

went on record with her comments against 

the censure, what she described as “overkill.”

 “I know we discussed doing a censure, 

but when I read it after our discussion, I felt 

like it was really harsh; really harsh,” Fausett 

said. “After I read how it sounded, I thought 

well, I don’t know if this is really necessary. 

I don’t feel like it’s necessary.”
    

PHOTO COURTESY OF GIBBS GARDENS

Six weeks of sunny daffodils 
blooming at Gibbs Gardens

Dawson County commissioner censured; HR director fired
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“Whatever plan gets developed will be a community plan—not a board plan.”

Master plans, rules updates, 

finances covered at POA meetings

you have a recommendation, email me 

[jphilmon@bigcanoepoa.org] with the 

name of the plant to be added and explain 

why it should be added,” she told the 

audience attending the meeting. The date 

to finalize the list has been extended until 

May 1. 
 In a clubhouse update, she said bad 

weather had impacted amenity use. “Wine 

sales are up thanks to Wayne Craw-

ford [local wine expert and POA board 

member] and January year to year shows 

improvement with higher revenue. She 

noted there had been issues with Trivia 

that precipitated changes. “The clubhouse 

was losing money,” she said, “but 88 peo-

ple came to Trivia on Tuesday, Feb 19. We 

are trying to do more special events like 

the ITG Radio launch on Friday Feb. 22.” 

(See story on page 3) 
 The Big Canoe POA Rules and 

Regulations document is being reviewed 

with some edits for clarification and 

the addition of new rules, primarily in 

the A-14 Rules for use of family unit by 

tenants. A-18 covers eight rules of conduct 

for amenities including: outside food and 

beverage not permitted at the Swim Club, 

outside food will be allowed at Wildcat 

Recreation area, pets need to be leashed 

on trails, be civil and courteous to resi-

dents, guests, visitors and staff.

 A-11 under 3. Prohibitions, reduces by 

two months the time bird and humming-

bird feeders may be out. Instead of May 1, 

the feeders 

n  GIBBS  |  Page 2

ITG Radio DJ Kevin Tillery 
interviews Big Canoe GM 

Jill Philmon during a live 
broadcast at the ITG Kick 

Off Party at the Canoe Lodge 
on Friday, Feb. 22. Tillery 

asked Philmon to share 
her thoughts about Inside 

The Gates Radio as part of 
the community. "We plan 

for Inside the Gates Radio 
to be not just entertaining 

but also informative," said 
Philmon. "We can see it as 

the communication tool 
for weather, events and 

community updates. If there is 
an emergency this will be the 

place residents go. I encourage 

everyone to down load the 
app." See more ITG photos on 

page 3. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS. 
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Atlanta Opera • 4B

Big Canoe Photo Club  • 6C
Women’s Golf Association • 5D

Smoke Signals® is growing and looking for a few good people.

HELP WANTED
Share your talent with the community! 
If you have any interest or experience, we need to talk:

• Reporting

• Writing

• Editing

• Volunteering

Barbara Schneider, News Editor, bschneider@bigcanoenews.com, (404) 626-5385
Wayne Tidwell, Executive Editor, wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com, (770) 331-2936

Contact:
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Trusted Neighbor & Big Canoe Resident since 2000

We clean rugs 
the RIGHT way

Watch the informational videos on our website to learn more.

We also Clean Carpet/Upholstery and Hardwood Floors

706-489-8355     404-234-5922 
www.bearcreekrugcare.com

WE NOW SELL RUG PADS! - CUSTOM CUT. SPILL PROOF.

S E R V I N G  N O R T H  G E O R G I A

Carpet repairs • Protectant for all of  your fine textiles

Free pick up and delivery

Mark not 
only cleaned my area 

rugs...picked up and delivery, 
he did the furniture and 

tile floors!!!! Fantastic job!!!! 
Jean Haberbush

Coosawatee River Resort

Mark has
done a great job for us

on numerous carpets and
fine orientals as well as

upholstered items. He’s very 
reasonably priced, 

professional, punctual and 
easy to work with.

Amy, Big Canoe

GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

T
he woman who wrote the text-
book I teach coined the term 
“MEGO,” for really boring or 
indecipherable legal phrases. It 

stands for “My Eyes Glaze Over.” 
  One such phrase is “Rule of Law.” 
The definitions in Google are ponder-
ous. (e.g., “the restriction of the arbitrary 
exercise of power by subordinating it to 
well-defined and established laws.”)
   But Jeremy and Karie Summers’ di-
vorce illustrates “Rule of Law” faster and 
better.  
  Jeremy and Karie were in their 30s 
and the parents of four children. At some 
point, they concluded that their marriage 
was done.  
  And as the Tax Court Judge wrote, 
“they were determined to do this in the 

Jeremy and Karie meet the rule of law

least acrimonious manner possible. And 
to minimize costs they decided to ac-
complish their divorce without involving 
lawyers.”
  They didn’t do too badly. Together 
they worked out agreements on custo-
dy, visitation, child support, and spousal 

GEORGE FOX

maintenance. They divided up all the 
property. 
  Jeremy even agreed to pay off Karie’s 
car because she didn’t work outside their 
home and had no way to pay off the auto 
loan. Other debts were in her name, too. 
  To help her, Jeremy agreed to give 
Karie half of his IRA. He did the right 
thing too; he reported that distribution on 
his income tax return.  
  “Ho hum,” you’re thinking. “It worked 
out fine.” 
  But it didn’t. 
  Seems that when IRS got the tax 
return showing Jeremy’s $17,378 IRA 
withdrawal, and couldn’t match it with an 
IRA Rollover anywhere, it gave Jeremy a 
Notice of Deficiency. This was an early 
distribution from a qualified plan and he 
now owed 10 percent more.
  What’s going on here? Wasn’t this 
unfair?
  Jeremy and Karie were certainly 
trying to “do right” for each other and the 
children. The federal judge commented 
favorably on their efforts. Even the state 
court judge approved the couple’s agree-
ments when it granted the divorce. 
  But Jeremy and Karie missed some-
thing in the law. Through the years, con-
gresses and presidents have supported 
the idea that it is in the public’s interest 
that people contribute to their retirement 
plans and IRAs and let the contributions 
grow in a controlled financial environ-
ment. 
       On the one hand, the federal govern-
ment makes distributions as tax-free as 
possible. On the other hand, unless some 
exception applies, the government claims 

the additional 10 percent if the invested 
money is tapped before age 59 1/2.
  One exception was to help divorcing 
couples. If they could decide how their 
combined plan and IRA money would 
be divided between them, what each got 
would continue growing tax-deferred. 
  But certain formalities were required 
to qualify for this exception, principally 
so IRS could keep track of this special 
money. For example, the law says that the 
plan and IRA funds had to be transferred 
from IRA custodian to IRA custodian; it 
couldn’t be paid over to either spouse. 
Not knowing this—and presuming that 
the simplest route made the most sense—
Jeremy withdrew the IRA money and 
put it in his and Karie’s joint account. He 
then paid off her car and then gave her 
$71 more, so she received, directly and 
indirectly, half of the whole IRA account.
  The law also says that you can do 
a free IRA transfer between divorcing 
spouses’ accounts only after a judge 
issues a “Qualified Domestic Relations 
Order.” Here, Jeremy did all his dividing 
things up beforehand. In other words, if 
certain formalities had been observed, 
there would have been no 10 percent 
extra to pay. 
      But did it really matter? 
      Well, yes. The sympathetic Tax Court 
judge pointed out that an enormous tax 
break was at play here. Therefore, said 
the Tax Court judge, the formalities 
required for that exemption from taxation 
must be strictly followed.
      It is, one might say, a rule of law.
      The judge added “We have consid-
erable sympathy for petitioner’s posi-
tion. But we are not at liberty to add 
exceptions to the statutory scheme that 
congress enacted.”
      You can call this “Jeremy and Karie 
meet the Rule of Law.” As do we all.

George Fox practices 
in Sandy Springs and 
Big Canoe. He’s also 
an Adjunct Professor 
in the Center for 
Transactional Law of 
Emory University’s Law 
School. Questions are 
welcome; reach him at 

Fox@GaLaw.com. He also cautions that 
what's above is not legal advice, and you 
should seek professional advice before 
doing or not doing something based on 
this material.

LAZY BEAR FURNITURE

FOOTHILLS CENTER • 770-893-1500

We are much more than a BEAR store!  
We offer a great selection of gifts, lighting, 

and art as well as outdoor furniture and rugs.

You will find Canoes and Bears in many sizes too!

Open everyday, drop in to see our new items.
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Family Owned & Operated

HEATING & COOLING
SPECIALISTS

SALES, SERVICE &
INSTALLATION

Call for all your
Heating & Cooling Needs.

We Service &
 Replace all Brands.

Also Offer Service Contracts 
which makes You a 
Priority Customer.

Call us Today to Request 
Your Service Contract, 
or Visit Our Website:

www.CheshireHVAC.com

Ball Ground • 770.735.2724
Jasper • 706.692.4359

CELEBRATING 50 PLUS YEARS 
OF EFFICIENT & 

QUALITY SERVICE

Celebrating 50 Plus Years Of Business

Ask about
Seasonal

Instant Rebates
and 

0% Financing!

$25 OFF any qualifying repair 
invoice of $50 or more. 

*May not be used towards diagnostic fee.

$200 OFF selected complete 
HVAC system replacements.

 *Certain restrictions may apply - please call our office for details.

BY BONNIE PLIKAYTIS 

R
ecent reports of dog deaths in North Carolina, 
Texas, and Georgia linked to the ingestion of 
blue-green algae from lakes and ponds has caused 
concern among dog owners and residents of Big 

Canoe. To determine a baseline of blue-green algae levels 
in the Big Canoe lakes, the POA has contracted with Aquat-
ic Environmental Services, Inc. of Ball Ground to take water 
samples and have them analyzed. Each of the four lakes, 
Petit, Disharoon, Sconti and Blackwell Springs/Toads pond 
will be tested. This information will be shared with proper-
ty owners as soon as Aquatic Environmental Services Inc. 
makes it available to the POA.
 According to the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) harmful algal blooms, an overgrowth of algae in 
water, are a problem in all 50 states. Recent reports of pet 
deaths have been attributed to blue-green algae also known 
as cyanobacteria. Blooms are the result of several factors; 
sunlight, slow moving water, and nutrient pollution (nitro-
gen and phosphorus). Warm water, excess nutrients from 
runoff of lawns and farmland, and flow alterations can lead 
to more severe blooms more often. Most cyanobacteria 
blooms occur in late summer or early fall when the water 
temperatures are higher. Once a bloom forms, it may per-
sist for several weeks or rapidly move and dissipate within 
hours. Visual signs of a bloom are greenish-blue color and 
a scummy appearance that looks like paint on the water’s 
surface.
 Cyanobacteria can produce toxins such as microcys-
tins and anatoxins that affect people, livestock, wildlife, and 
pets that swim in and drink from the algae-contaminated 
water. In dogs, clinical signs of poisoning are dependent on 
the toxin involved. Microcystins can result in liver dam-
age or failure. Some of the signs of liver damage include 
vomiting, diarrhea, black tarry stools, jaundice, weakness, 
seizures, coma, and shock. Death generally follows within 
days as a result of liver failure. Anatoxins result in neu-
rotoxicity evidenced by hypersalivating, excessive eye 
tearing, neurologic signs including muscle tremors, muscle 
rigidity, or paralysis, and difficulty breathing. Death follows 
within minutes to hours of exposure as a result of respira-
tory paralysis. 
 While most cyanobacteria blooms do not produce 
toxins, it is not possible to determine the presence of toxins 
without testing. Thus, all blooms should be considered 
potentially toxic. Small exposures, such a few mouthfuls of 
algae-contaminated water, may result in fatal poisoning. As 
the EPA recommends, “When in doubt, stay out!”

Ed. note: For additional information provided by The 
Coastal Management Program of the Georgia Department 
of Natural Resources”  go to https://www.gachd.org/Blue-
Green%20Algae%20FAQ.pdf  Website for more information 
about blue-green algae include www-cyanosite.bio.purdue.
edu/.

Dogs love swimming in the water. This shot of Bonnie Plikaytis’ dog was taken before there was any threat of blue-
green algae.

POA to test water samples 
from Big Canoe lakes for blue-green algae

This photo was not taken in Big Canoe. It is an example to illustrate how blue-green algae may appear in bodies of water.
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Let Us Review Your Insurance & Shop For You

Chris Kemp - Partner/Agent
Denson Insurance Agency

Powered by Norton Mountain Insurance
678.835.1130

ckemp@nortoninsurance.com
For more information visit:
http://chriskempins.com

• An insurance Professional with over 20 years experience
• Focuses on protecting lifestyles of  individuals and 
  families of  North Georgia
• He was a Captain in the US Army and is a member of
  North Georgia Veterans
• Member of  UNG Alumni Council
• Recipient of  the Insurance Commissioner’s “Build A 
  Better Georgia” Award
• Chris and his wife Shannon are residents of  Big Canoe
  and are actively involved in their Community.

Ronald Reemsnyder
A  T  T  O  R  N  E  Y

25 Year Resident of Big Canoe

I have been selected by my peers as a 
“Super Lawyer” and also serve, when needed,

as the Judge for the City of Dawsonville.

My practice includes:
LIVING WILLS

POWERS OF ATTORNEY
WILLS

LITIGATION

Call for Free Initial
Home Consultation

(404) 861-9798
www.ronreemsnyder.com

BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

T
he Forsyth County Board of 
Commissioners accepted a 
land donation in August that 
will become a new training 

facility for the Forsyth County Sheriff’s 
Office.
 Located in the northwest corner 
of the county, the donation is roughly 
17 acres and was previously owned by 
Advanced Disposal, operators of Eagle 
Point Landfill. 
 According to the agreement, the 
land is to be used for the sole purpose of 
law enforcement training, any other uses 
would mean the property would revert 
to Advanced Disposal.
 The training facility will be located 
near a former Forsyth County-owned 
landfill but never used to store trash, 
according to Sheriff Ron Freeman. 
 Freeman said that state regulations 
are the largest remaining obstacle to the 
facility becoming a reality.
 Georgia Environmental Protection 
Department is, according to Freeman, 
being “bureaucratic”. The property is 
currently is in the process of “reclama-
tion” which means it is being returned to 
a natural or economically usable state. In 
this instance, grass and trees are being 
planted. 
 “We are waiting for the EPA to 
complete its work for the permit to 
build the facility,” Forsyth County Public 
Information Officer Cpl. Doug Rainwater 
said. “We are hoping this fall we will be 
given the go ahead to build.”

 Officials said once the red tape is 
cleared, groundbreaking will be held 
soon after and the facility should only 
take about 90 days to be built.
 Forsyth County residents had 
expressed concerns on numerous oc-
casions about odor, noise and toxic ma-
terials from Eagle Point to the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Department. 
As a result of those meetings, Advanced 
Disposal was shut down and fined. 
 Freeman also stated that a sound 
study showed that certain firearms used 
by his office—pistols and rifles—would 
not violate noise ordinances. However, 
noise from certain weapons, such as 
those used by Swift Action And Tactical 
(SWAT) teams “could be mitigated”.  
 Operating hours will depend on the 
type of training and will include night-
time training. Along with the sheriff’s 
office, training classes will also be held 
at the facility for county residents free of 
charge and will include classes on law, 
safety and self-defense.
 Freeman said his office spends more 
than $100,000 annually in training costs 
outside the county and at indoor ranges, 
which are not large enough for the 
office’s needs.
 “The facility will be used primarily 
by us but we will always accommodate 
other law enforcement agencies who 
need to use it,” Rainwater said.
 Forsyth County District 4 Commis-
sioner Cindy Jones Mills, who represents 
the area, was on record saying that the 
presence of patrol cars might be a de-
terrent from citizens littering along the 
roadway.

S
peaker David Ralston (R-Blue Ridge) announced that the Center for Rural Prosper-
ity & Innovation has opened a North Georgia office in Ellijay. The office is located 
in the Collaboration on River’s Edge (CORE) Building, a workplace innovation 
space and initiative of the Greater Gilmer Community Foundation.

 “I am proud to welcome the Center for Rural Prosperity & Innovation to Ellijay and 
look forward to the good work that will be done to further economic opportunity through-
out rural Georgia,” said Ralston. “This center is a direct result of the work of the House 
Rural Development Council and our continuing efforts to ensure prosperity is accessible 
to all Georgians – regardless of zip code.” 
 The center, also known as Georgia’s Rural Center, has named Janet Cochran to lead 

Former Advanced Disposal land 
to become law enforcement 

training facility

North Georgia Office of Center for Rural 
Prosperity & Innovation opens in Ellijay

the North Georgia Office. Cochran comes to the center with more than a decade of experi-
ence as a project manager with the Georgia Department of Economic Development.
 Headquartered at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, the Center for 
Rural Prosperity & Innovation serves as a central information and research hub for rural 
best practices, including community planning, industry-specific assistance and cooperative 
efforts with community partners. The center was proposed by the House Rural Develop-
ment Council in 2017 and was created by House Bill 951, which was enacted in 2018. 
 For more information about the Center for Rural Prosperity & Innovation, visit http://
www.ruralga.org/.
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F
our exciting and varied chamber 
music concerts are scheduled for 
the 2019-2020 series of Casual Clas-
sics. They are:

 Monday, September 30: Atlanta Cham-
ber Brass, featuring five up-and-coming 
brass players from metro Atlanta: Dr. Mark 
Dulin and Rolando Fernandez, trumpets; 
Eric Hawkins, French horn; Erin Cundiff, 
trombone; and Corey Sherman, tuba. They 
will be joined on a few compositions by 
Calvert Johnson, organist.
 Monday, November 18: Ensemble 
Chaconne of Boston, in a concert featuring 
songs from Shakespeare plays composed 

by English Renaissance and early Baroque 
composers accompanied by instruments 
of the period. Artists include Burcu Gulec, 
Turkish mezzo-soprano; Peter Bloom, flute; 
Carol Lewis, viola da gamba; and Olav Chris 
Henriksen, Norwegian lutenist, theorbo 
player, and guitarist.
 Monday, February 17: Catanza Guitar 
Quartet, featuring four guitarists and edu-
cators from metro Atlanta, including Scott 
Plato, Dr. Bill Hearn, Adam Craighead, and 
Matthias Young in a program of guitar duos, 
trios, and quartets.
 Monday, April 27: Emrah Kotan Jazz 
Ensemble, featuring jazz professors from 

Casual Classics announces 2019-20 Series
metro Atlanta colleges, including Gary Mot-
ley of Emory University, piano; Billy Thorn-
ton of Georgia State University, bass; Emrah 
Kotan of Agnes Scott College, percussion, 
and Ali Barr, trumpet and flugelhorn.
 All programs begin at 7 p.m. at Fel-
lowship Presbyterian Church, 389 Bent 
Tree Drive, Jasper Ga. There is no charge 
for admission, although contributions are 
gratefully received; donations from the 
series’ patrons cover the expenses of these 
concerts.
 Casual Classics was established in 2007 
by Suzanne Shull, then a resident of Bent 
Tree and member of Fellowship Presbyte-

rian Church. Over the years, the series has 
featured many soloists and ensembles asso-
ciated with the Atlanta Symphony Orches-
tra, faculty at Kennesaw State University, 
and emerging artists. With Shull’s move to 
Atlanta, Calvert Johnson stepped up to be 
the new concert manager, beginning with 
the 2018-19 season. Members of the board of 
directors include Sara Corkill, Marc Unger, 
Kelly Lohman, Lin Pollard, and Suzanne 
Shull as past director.
 For additional information, contact 
Calvert Johnson at 404-373-0748 or calvert-
johnson@gmail.com.
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Steve Moranos
706-268-1268
88 North Gate Station Drive
Marble Hill
stevemoranos@allstate.com

Big Canoe homeowner
since 2001.

Bundle up
for savings

Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Savings vary. Allstate Property and Casualty 
Insurance Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co.

94
61

28
4

When you choose Allstate to protect what 
matters most, you get an expert agent who will 
make it easy for you to save. Like with bundling 
your insurance. It’s the simplest way for you to 
save time and money, while getting protection 
for the things that matter most. Stop by or call 
today and let’s get you bundled up.

C
hief Juvenile Court Judge Jan Wheeler conducted a swear-
ing in ceremony for three new CASA Volunteers on Friday, 
June 14. The CASA organization supports CASA volunteers, 
who are citizens in our community who offer individualized 

attention and best-interests advocacy for children in foster care. The 
CASA organization is the only model of this kind, built around one 
child and one compassionate, highly-trained adult advocate.
 The mission for Appalachian CASA, as described on its website, 
is, “Court Appointed Special Advocates of the Appalachian Judicial 
Circuit (Appalachian CASA) trains community volunteers to advocate 
for abused and neglected children in the Appalachian Judicial Circuit 
which cover Fannin, Gilmer, and Pickens counties. Our advocates 
speak up for the best interest of children in juvenile court proceedings 
to ensure that children find safe, loving, and permanent homes.” 
 Anyone interested in becoming an advocate for an abused or 
neglected child in Fannin, Gilmer, or Pickens county, should contact 
Brian Copeland with Appalachian CASA at 706-276-2272 or advoca-
cy@appalachiancasa.com. 

Information provided by Appalachian CASA

A
s part of their efforts to con-
tinually make improvements 
throughout county operations, 
the Pickens County Board of 

Commissioners (BOC) recently priori-
tized improvements at Pickens Animal 
Shelter. These improvements came in the 
form of revised policies to best serve the 

needs of both the animals and the public. 
Additionally, investments were made to 
improve conditions at the facility. The 
BOC believes these improvements will 
benefit the animals who seek refuge at the 
shelter and will aid the public in finding 
their next pet. It will also improve the 
overall health and safety for both the 

CASA volunteers advocate 
for abused, neglected children

CASA volunteers at a swearing in ceremony. Chief Juvenile Court Judge Jan Wheeler, 
conducts the ceremony for (l. to r.) Rebecca Tucker, Lorene Phelps, Ann O’Hern Lehr. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF APPALACHIAN CASA

The new exercise pen. PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENS COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

Pickens BOC prioritizes 
improvements at animal shelter

animals and staff. 
 Currently, all adoptions include: 
spay and neuter, rabies shots, first round 
of vaccinations, deworming, and in the 
coming weeks the shelter will implement 
microchipping for all animals. The shelter 
will also begin offering microchip clinics 
for owners’ animals at the rate of $20. 
New pricing has been implemented to 
accommodate the public and help animals 
find their permanent home at a faster rate. 
 All cats and kittens will now be free 
for adoption. Dogs and puppies will be $75 
for adoption. Any dog that is held at the 
shelter for over 60 days will be free for 
adoption. The shelter will begin offering 
new hours to the public effective imme-
diately. The new hours are 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m.; 
intake hours are 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. On 
Saturdays the shelter will be open from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m. with intake hours from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. The shelter is closed to 
the public on Sundays and Mondays. 
 Shelter goers will easily recognize 
new facility upgrades. Interior renova-
tions include: deep cleaning, reorganized 
areas, fresh paint, and other upgrades. 
The outdoor kennels are also being im-
proved to better accommodate the shelter 

animals. A new intake area is installed on 
the north end of the building and labeled 
with signage. The shelter staff asks that 
the public come inside the lobby and seek 
assistance from a staff member before 
entering the intake area with an animal. 
 A new exercise pen is installed, so 
staff and volunteers can walk and play 
with the shelter dogs. A new carport area 
is also now available, so the public can 
become acquainted with animals when 
searching for their next pet. The facility 
improvements have been well received 
by shelter goers, and most importantly 
the animals that call the shelter home. 
 The Pickens Animal Shelter always 
welcomes fosters and volunteers who 
must be at least 17 years old. The shelter 
is home to a great selection of both cats 
and dogs anxiously awaiting their new 
permanent home. If you’re interested in 
adopting, fostering or volunteering, please 
contact the shelter at 706-253-8988. Also, 
like Pickens Animal Shelter on Facebook 
or visit their website at www.pickensani-
malshelter.com. To increase professional 
development amongst staff, the shelter 
will be closed on August 13 for training.
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Dental Implant Center, 
Teeth In A Day And 

Facial Aesthetics 
Under One Roof, 

The True Dental Fountain 
Of Youth!

What we offer:
• Same Day Dental Implants
• Periodontal Plastic Surgery

• Teeth in a Day implants
• Botox for Facial Pain and TMJ issues

• Complementary Second Opinion Consultation

470-695-3534
Follow us on instagram and facebook

instagram is williamzinney and facebook is Dr. Zinney Periodontist

Our Facial Aesthetics services include:
• Microneedling with Use of Patients own Growth 

Factors- PRF (Platelet Rich Fibrin)
• Collagen Induction Therapy:

• Non Surgical “Facelift” using PRF, PDO threads 
and Juvederm

 •  Lip enhancement and shaping
•  Reduction of “Tear Trough” or Eye Hollows.

&

Dr. William Zinney
Board Certified American Board 
of Periodontology

30 Northgate Station Drive 
Marble Hill, GA 30148
appointments@ngatestationdental.com

M
usic at Holy Family is 
pleased to announce that 
Dr. Samuel Holmes will 
present a piano program 

at the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Family on Sunday, September 15, at 4 
p.m. Holmes’ program, “Classic Hymns: 
Re-imagined,” will explore hymnody as 
an integral part of sacred music. Over 
the years, piano arrangers have trans-
formed these classic hymn tunes into a 
variety of settings. Holmes will perform 
an assortment of hymn arrangements for 
piano. From traditional, majestic settings 
to contemporary, reflective stylings, you 
are sure to enjoy hymn tunes that have 
been familiar all your life. Featured hymn 
tunes will include: Coronation, Diadema-
ta, Resignation and In Babilone to name a 
few. Soprano Alison Holmes will also be 
featured.
 Holmes has been the pianist/accom-
panist of Big Canoe Chapel for over 17 
years. He was formerly the music direc-
tor for Lutheran Church of the Servant 
in Santa Fe, NM, as well as assisting in 
music leadership at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Columbus, Ga., and Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church in Jasper. 
 He recently graduated from Georgia 
State University with a Ph.D. in Teach-
ing and Learning. As a music educator, 
Holmes’ 20 years of teaching experience 
has reached students—elementary to 
high school—in Georgia, California, and 
New Mexico in both public and private 
school settings.  In those settings, Holmes 
taught general music, chorus, and band, 
while serving in various leadership roles 
and receiving a Teacher of the Year 
award.  He has presented at multiple mu-
sic education conferences throughout the 
Southeast, California, and New Mexico. 
He was previously on the faculty of North 
Georgia University, teaching courses in 
music education. 
 A native of Jasper, Holmes began 
the study of piano at the age of eight. He, 
along with his brother David and sister 
Alison, formed the Holmes Family Trio, 
a Southern gospel group that performed 
regularly.  Their self-titled album was 
produced on the Image Music label.  
 Holy Family is excited to welcome 
Sam and Alison to launch our 6th year of 
free concerts. Organist/Choirmaster John 
King Carter says, “We at Holy Family are 
particularly proud to present these free 
concerts as our gift to the community.” 

BY TUCKER GREEN 
Pickens County Information Officer
  

P
ickens County Government, like 
many other government entities 
is taking full advantage of the hot 
summer months to pave as many 

roads as financially possible. All paving 
projects are funded through LMIG (Local 
Maintenance Improvement Grant) and 
SPLOST (Special Local Option Sales Tax) 
dollars. 
 During the month of July, Pickens 
County Public Works tarred and graveled 
Martin Road and next plan to tar and grav-
el Mineral Springs South. They resurfaced 
Headstart Road and Smokey Hollow Road. 
Additionally, they patched and sealed Da-
vis Road West and created a turnaround 
to accommodate school buses. 
 Public Works will be resurfacing 
Pendley Road and resealing Monument 
Road in the coming weeks. Once the 
Grandview Dam project is complete, they 
will also repair Grandview Road. Subcon-
tractor crews are currently working on 
phase one of the paving projects. They 
resurfaced Camp Road (from AW Lawson 
Blvd. to Hwy 53 W.), Mineral Spring 
Street, and Hobson Road. Next they will 
resurface Appalachian Court, Appalachian 
Circle, Johnson Road, Parker Road, Keeble 
Creek, Quail Walk, Cagle Road, and Betha-

ny Road. Phase two paving bid will go out 
at the end of August. 
 During the month of July, Pickens 
County: 
 • Water Department set 11 new me-
ters. 
 • Department of Planning and Devel-
opment issued 60 new building permits. 
 • 911 Operations Center received 1,829 
total calls, 771 were medical responses or 
fire related. 
 • Animal Shelter brought in 86 
animals and 77 went out through vari-
ous forms of adoption. Animal control 
responded to 26 cases. 
 • Recreation Department concluded 
another successful year of summer camp 
with an average of 60 kids per day. Cur-
rently, UFA Soccer is underway at Pickens 
County Recreation Dept. 
 Pickens County government depart-
ments continue to stay busy working hard 
for the citizens of Pickens County. The 
Pickens County Board of Commissioners 
continues to lead these efforts. As work 
progresses, and projects continue, I will 
do my best to keep you informed of these 
developments. To stay up to date like us 
on Facebook and Twitter, and check out 
our website www.pickenscountyga.gov.  
Until the next time, stay safe, and shop 
local!

The Pickens Report

PHOTO COURTESY OF PICKENS COUNTY

Pickens County finishing up 
summer road projects

Dr. Sam Holmes Photo courtesy of the 
Episcopal Church of the Holy Family.

Sam Holmes to present piano 
program at Holy Family

 The remaining concerts are:
 • Holy Family concerts during 2019: 
October 20 – Dr. Cal Johnson, organ; 
November 17 - KSU Trumpet Studio; 
December 15 – Traditional Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols.
 • Holy Family concerts scheduled for 
2020: January 19 - Atlanta Flute Choir;  
February 16 – KSU Piano Trio; March 15 – 
Savitri, by Gustov Holst (chamber opera 
in one act); April 19 – AP Winds Brass 
Quintet; May 17 - Nathan Munson, tenor.
 All concerts begin at 4 p.m. on the 
third Sunday of each month, September 
through May.  Following each concert, 
the Holy Family parish choir sings the 
service of Choral Evensong. A reception 
follows evensong so that you may meet 
and greet our guests.
 “Holy Family is known for its out-
reach throughout the community and 
beyond,” says the Reverend George S. 
Yandell, rector. “Our free concert series is 
an important part of that outreach.”
 The Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Family is located on Griffith Road, off 
Cove Road, across from Dollar General in 
Jasper. For more information, please see 
www.holyfamilyepiscopalchurch.net or 
call 770-893-4525. Check out our Facebook 
page, search for Music at Holy Family.

Submitted by The Episcopal Church 
of the Holy Family
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770-893-4111
26 McCain Pass • Marble Hill, GA 30148

www.AceHardware.com

The helpful place.

Marble Hill

• Paint & Supplies
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Hand Tools
• Power Tools
• Lawn & Garden

• Nursery
• Pinestraw & Mulch
• Rock & Soils
• Housewares
• Cleaning Supplies
• Key Cutting

• Propane Refills
• Screen Repair
• Glass Cutting
• Bissell Carpet Rental
• Concrete Statuary
• Unique Gifts & Games

SHOP ONLINE at ... www.AceHardware.com 
Pick it up at Marble Hill freight FREE!

fall IS COMING...WE HAVE
YOUR HARDWARE NEEDS!

EACH MONTH

MICHELLE TOUPS, Realtor® 
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404-849-9651 
michelle@allmountainrealty.com
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Big Canoe, GA 30143
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BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

D
awson County Superior Court 
Judge Kathleen Gosselin sen-
tenced Justin Allan Foster August 
9 to 40 years of incarceration for 

his actions on Dec. 5, 2017 as his family and 
friends sobbed. He will serve 12 years in 
prison and 28 years under the supervision 
of the Georgia Department of Community 
Supervision.
 Foster was charged with eight felonies 
and two misdemeanor charges stemming 
from an incident involving Dawson County 
Deputy Sgt. Randy Harkness.
 He pled guilty to all of them. 
 Felony charges included aggravated 
assault against a law enforcement offi-
cer, robbery by force, aggravated battery 
against a law enforcement officer, removal 
or attempted removal of a weapon from 
a public officer, aggravated battery, three 
counts of hijacking a motor vehicle and two 
misdemeanor offenses of battery. 
 Gosselin handed down the sentence 
after hearing testimony from Foster’s fami-
ly and friends, all begging for mercy on his 
behalf. 
 “What you did was completely wrong,” 
Gosselin told Foster. “It makes it harder to-
day to sit here with all the pain and anguish 
there is in this room. Sgt. Harkness is a 
kind, gentle, caring soul. If he were a rough, 
horrible, creepy cop, that wouldn’t make 
any difference.”
 Gosselin added that what the victims 
felt that day was “terrifying.”
 “What you did was terrifying, horri-
ble,” she continued. “It will affect every-
body involved including the people who 
witnessed it—including the lady who shot 
you—for the rest of their lives.”
 Foster, 31, sat quietly facing the judge 
as she spoke to him. 
 “Your family is saying that it’s not 
you. It was you. It was some aspect of you 
they hadn’t seen before. It was definitely 
you. And I have to address that person that 
acted that way on that day as well as the 
person that sits before me here today and 
the person that you’ve been for the past 32 
years.”
 “You will not get to see your children 
grow up as much as you would like but you 
will not be behind bars forever,” she said. 
“Hopefully you will find a better path that 
will make you a better man.”

Georgia man sentenced to 40 years 
for assaulting officer, other felonies

Caitlin Foster leans forward in prayer as Sgt. Randy Harkness 
of the Dawson County Sheriff’s Office testifies during her 
husband’s hearing. Foster is shown with her father’s hand on 
her back. To her right are her in-laws, Gwen Foster and Robert 
Alan Foster. PHOTOS BY DENISE RAY

Gwen Foster was barely audible as she 
spoke from the witness stand during her 
son’s plea hearing. When asked if she was 
the mother of Justin Foster she replied 
“proudly”.

Justin Alan Foster testifies on his own 
behalf Aug. 9. “I take full responsibility,” 
he told the court regarding his actions on 
Dec. 5, 2017.

Vehicle crash, “floating” 
and assault on deputy

 The Loganville resident was arrest-
ed in Dawson County last year when he 
attacked Harkness who had given him a 
courtesy ride into town from Elliott Family 
Parkway. 
 Foster had left his family days after a 
family vacation to Skidaway Island, telling 
them he would no longer work at his 
father’s Snellville plumbing company after 
the first of the year.  
 The father of two had told others that 
he has “an understanding of the Bible that 
no one else does” and he had to “figure this 
out.” He purchased a 1993 conversion van 
and described passing time as “floating,” 
giving away his possessions to Atlanta 
homeless and used cocaine for the first 
time. 
 He shopped at a western clothing 

store, Stepp said, 
“because he wanted 
to look like Johnny 
Cash.”
       Foster chuckled 
and shook his head 
as he listened to his 
attorney.
       Officers found 
him after he crashed 
the van on Ga. S.R. 
400, Stepp said and 
when they asked his 
name, Foster report-
edly said he didn’t 
have a name. When 
asked his address, he 
pointed to the van and 
said he “lived off the 
land.”
       “I don’t live off 
your calendar, I live 
off Jesus’ calendar,” 
Foster told officers 
and spoke “gibberish.” 
He refused medical 
care and walked away.
       Stepp said there 
isn’t much Foster 
remembers about that 
time.
       His client was 
later found on Elliott 
Family Parkway by 
Dan Elliott who later 
called Harkness.
       The Dawson 

County deputy was able to contact a family 
member of Foster who indicated they 
would drive to Dawsonville to get Foster. 
Harkness, Stepp said, thought it would be 
easier for the family member to meet them 
closer to S.R. 400, so Foster sat in the back 
of Harkness’ patrol car as they headed to 
the Chevron on S.R. 400S.
 Harkness decided to give Foster $10 of 
his own money “to buy cigarettes and food” 
when they arrived at the gas station and 
that is when Foster assaulted the officer.
 There were, according to Senior Dis-
trict Attorney Conley Greer, approximately 
23 other people in the area at that time. 
 Foster hit Harkness so hard that the of-
ficer fell to the ground. At that point Foster 
straddled Harkness and continued hitting 
him in the face. Reaching for Harkness’ 
utility belt, Foster grabbed the deputy’s 
firearm. Witness April Adamson fired at 

Foster, hitting him twice, once in the liver 
and once in the kidney. Despite being 
wounded, Foster “composes himself and 
calmly walked to McDonald’s,” Greer said. 
On his way, he saw a female and attempt-
ed to hijack her car but was unsuccessful. 
There he attempted to hijack two cars 
of individuals in the drive-thru line with 
both individuals resisting. Unsuccessful, 
he went around the back of the restaurant 
where he encountered an elderly employee 
and assaulted her. McDonald’s employees 
locked the business to prevent Foster from 
entering.
 Dawsonville resident and U.S. Army 

n  Continued on next page
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veteran Mike Sears approached and with 
four other men, subdued Foster until law 
enforcement arrived. Sears said Foster told 
him he “was going to make a statement.” 
 The McDonald’s employee and Hark-
ness were transported to a local hospital; 
Foster was taken to a different hospital 
where he was under guard during his stay 
and described as “extraordinarily violent” 
by staff, Greer said. 
 Upon his release Foster went to Gwin-
nett County jail where he remained until 
Dec. 12. In Gwinnett he underwent further 
examination and was found to have an 
underlying psychosis, Stepp told the court.  
 “Six days after the event, he was delu-
sional and had inappropriate ideation,” said 
Stepp. 
 Foster, who had several concussions 
due to playing football in his youth and 
competing in mixed martial arts compe-
titions, spent the rest of his time awaiting 
trial at the Forsyth County jail where the 
facility officials described him as “a model 

inmate,” said Stepp. 
 Stepp told the court Foster “should 
not be defined by the 60-second period of 
time.”
 His client was “not only guilty, but 
guilt-ridden” about his actions Stepp said. 
Foster takes full responsibility and is repen-
tant.  
 “He scared people; people who didn’t 
deserve it. People who were at the wrong 
place at the wrong time.” 
 Harkness, a 27-year veteran with the 
Dawson Sheriff’s Office, holds no malice 
toward his assailant.
 “I’ve had people ask me if I’m mad; I’m 
not mad,” Harkness said. “I don’t let anger 
control me. It gets in your head and it gets 
in your heart and then I can’t do my job. I’d 
like to finish the job that I started.” 
 And with those words he handed the 
defense attorney money so the defendant 
would be able to purchase cigarettes and 
food incarceration. 

n  Continued from previous page

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

N
early 60 motorcyclists gathered at the Georgia Racing Hall of Fame to sup-
port the children of homicide victim Amy Alexandria Gibson, shot by her 
husband.
       The ride was the idea of Jordan Reece, president of God, Guns and 

Cycles, a motorcycle ministry based in North Georgia, who wanted to do something to 
help support Gibson’s young children.
 Gibson was killed July 29 in the parking lot of Fire Station 7 in Dawsonville, leaving 
behind a daughter, age 8 and a son, 5.
 Motorcyclists and car drivers from across North Georgia traveled through down-
town Dawsonville, winding up Hwy. 9 until they reached their destination, Johnny B’s 
in Dahlonega. There, they met Gibson’s sister, Mary Esther, who accepted the $2,200 
donation.  
 The benefit ride was originally organized to raise money for Jesse Hall, a fellow 
biker who had been out of work since April due to a broken femur that had healed. Hall, 
able to return to work, declined the money. 
 “The most important thing is doing it for the kids,” Reece said.
 Sunny Barrentine, associated with God, Guns and Cycles suggested raising money 
for the Gibson children instead.  
 “I did not know them, but [the issue of] family violence is very near and dear to my 
heart so I felt really strongly about wanting to do something for them,” Barrentine said.
 Word spread quickly, thanks to social media, according to Reece. 
 “It was literally what I think to be God’s timing,” Reece said. “It was spur of the 
moment. We didn’t plan this. We didn’t hope for this or see this coming. It just all laid 
out perfectly in perfect line for us and it’s turning out to be a great event.”
 “Our prayers and thoughts are with the family,” Reece said.

Bikers ride for kids of murder victim

Bikers from across North Georgia travel Hwy. 9 toward Dahlonega in support of the 
two young children of Amy “Alex” Gibson who was killed July 29. PHOTO BY DENISE RAY
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BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com

S
ecretary of State Brad Raffensperger 
certified August 9 that Georgia’s 
new voting system is reliable and 
accurate. Certification was filed in 

federal court August 9 and was required 
before the state could use the machines in 
Georgia elections.
 According to the certification, Raffens-
berger said that the new system “has been 
thoroughly examined and tested.” 
 Raffensberger selected Dominion Vot-
ing Systems in July to implement the state’s 
new verified paper ballot system. Imple-
mentation of the new secure voting system 
will start immediately.  Dominion Voting 
Systems was awarded a contract for 30,000 
new voting machines.  
 The new touchscreen machines will 
enable voters to print out paper ballots. 
They will replace the current electronic 
voting equipment that is 17 years old. 
 According to Glenda Ferguson, direc-
tor of Dawson County Board of Elections 
and Registration, the new machines are 
scheduled to arrive by the end of August. 
When they are delivered, election and voter 
registration staff will familiarize themselves 
with the equipment. More are to arrive by 
the end of the year, she said.   
 “It is all still in the beginning stages, 
so we are limited to the complete picture 
of how the equipment will work versus the 
cost, etc.,” Ferguson said. “I am still reading 
over the material to see if I can at least get a 
fair assessment.”
 “There will be adequate training,” 
Ferguson said. “Despite new equipment, 
there is training [for poll workers] before 
every major election. This will not be any 
different. Depending on the comfort level 
with the initial training (usually two hours) 
and then those that feel they need it come 
in when they can and do hands on as they 
need it. However, if needed, then we would 
do another training.”
 The training costs approximately $800. 
 Dawson voters should expect to use 
the new machines during the March 24, 
2020 Presidential Preference Primary. 
There will be pilot counties that will be 
utilizing the new equipment for their 2019 
November elections, according to Ferguson. 
 The $107 million contract will change 
Georgia from Election Systems & Software, 
the state’s longtime elections company. 
The shift was the result of complaints of 

Georgia to get 
new voting machines

T
he Big Canoe Propane Consor-
tium announces savings for any 
homeowner with a stand-by 
generator and extra savings for 

BCPC members.
 If you have a stand-by whole-house 
generator, you know to ensure it works 
when the power goes out it needs to have 
regular maintenance service performed.  
Our area average cost is between $200 
-$225 per service call.  Your propane 
management committee, working with 
Blossman Gas, our preferred propane pro-
vider, has put together a super savings for 
anyone in Big Canoe with a propane gen-
erator.  Yes, even if you are not a consor-
tium member you can still take advantage 
of this savings.
 Now, you can have pre-scheduled 
maintenance service that can save approx-
imately 40 percent per service period. 
And, you don’t have to be home when the 
service technician comes to your house.
 How does the program work? The 
property owner calls Blossman and com-
pletes equipment information questions, 
(see Q&A below). The Blossman asso-
ciate will give you a prescheduled date 
the service technician will next be in Big 
Canoe to perform routine maintenance.  
Their goal is to try and schedule two days 
a month for service year-round.  You can 
pick which month you want and resched-
ule up to one year in advance. 
 Note:  to receive the special pricing 
you must be on the prescheduled service 
maintenance program.
 Price and what is included:
 For customers that want a specific 
date that is not on a prescheduled service 
date there will be an additional charge. 
Most generators should be fine to move up 
or back a month for service to a presched-
uled service date.
 Air cooled generator: $140  
 1. Overall inspection
 2. Battery condition and voltage 
check, terminals cleaned
 3. Oil and filter change
 4. Inspect old spark plugs for proper 
wear, gap and replace with new spark 
plugs
 5. Check intake and exhaust and 
remove any debris blockage
 6. Test run generator and test output 
voltage
 Liquid cooled generator: $175
 All of the Air-cooled items plus drain 
and fill with fresh liquid coolant.

 If battery needs to be replaced (this 
is a replacement item not a maintenance 
item):
 Air cooled:  $95.00
 Liquid cooled:  $150.00
 But wait, there’s more!!!  If you are 
a propane consortium member you save 
an additional 15 percent off the above 
battery prices! Just another great benefit of 
belonging to the BC Propane Consortium.

Q and A’s
 1. Q: Does someone have to be home 
when service technician comes to my 
house?
 A: No
 2. Q: Must my generator be currently 
operational?
 A: Yes, the price is for a currently 
working generator for maintenance ser-
vice. 
 3. Q: What if my generator is not 
currently properly operating? 
 A: You can schedule a service repair 
call through Blossman for the technician to 
call you and discuss your problem and get 
a quote.
 4. Q: What if my generator won’t 
start? 
 A:Then it’s not operational, however 
in most cases it’s usually the battery. And 
you should schedule a repair service call 
on a prescheduled maintenance service 
day to save a dedicated repair service call.  
The technician will check your generator 
and recommend a repair solution.
 5. Q: What information must I have 
before calling to take advantage of the 
savings and sign up?
 A: Have the following generator infor-
mation ready:
 1. Brand name
 2. Model
 3. Unit Size, 10KW, 15KW, 18KW, 
20KW, 22KW, etc.
 4. Air cooled or liquid cooled
 5. Battery type, model, regular auto 
size or lawnmower, motorcycle size.
 6. Confirm the generator is currently 
operational 
 7. How long since the last time Gener-
ator was running
 8. Unit address and location at house
 9. Billing information (members can 
have it added to their Blossman account).
 Sign up today for details and enroll-
ment call Blossman at 770-386-6268 

Submitted by the Big Canoe 
Propane Consortium

malfunctioning machines and unverifiable 
results during the November midterm elec-
tion. 
 Georgia converted to electronic ballots 
in 2002 following the controversial election 
between Republican Georgia W. Bush and 
Democrat Al Gore. 
 “Election security is my top priority,” 
Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger said. 
“We look forward to working with na-
tional and local elections security experts 
to institute best practices and continue 
to safeguard all aspects of physical and 
cyber-security in an ever-changing threat 
environment.”
 The Georgia Secretary of State's office 
has already partnered with the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) and private cy-
ber-security companies to provide network 
monitoring, cyber-hygiene scanning, and 
cyber-security assessments. Many Georgia 
counties have also partnered with DHS to 
provide physical security assessments of 
their election offices, according to the Geor-
gia Secretary of State website. 
 “We are honored to partner with the 
State of Georgia to deliver a best-in-class 
system that is fully adaptable to state 
needs,” said Dominion CEO John Poulos. 
“Election officials and voters alike can be 
assured they are using the most modern, 
accessible and security-focused system on 
the market today, with paper ballots for 
every vote cast to ease auditing and ensure 
confidence in results.”
 Dominion Voting Systems Corporation 
is a Canadian company that sells electronic 
voting hardware including voting machines 
and tabulators. Dominion voting machines 
are used in 22 states across the United 
States. It was founded in 2002 by John Pou-
los and James Hoover.

Special generator offer 
for Big Canoe’s propane 

consortium members
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Re-elect Rob Jones
Experience Matters

PA I D  P O L I T I C A L  A D V E R T I S E M E N T  B Y  R O B  J O N E S

Recreation Matters

Relationships Matter Roads Matter

Rob & Diane

“Look at what
we’ve accomplished

together! Let’s 
continue to make 

a bright future for 
Pickens County.”

Please vote to allow 
the experience of this 

board of commissioners 
to continue to work 

for you.

robjonespickens2020.com

BY DENISE RAY  
dray@bigcanoenews.com

D
awson County first responders 
battled more than crime and 
fire at Atlanta Motorsports Park 
August 3.

 Armed with saws, sanders and stain, 
Dawson County Sheriff’s Office personnel 
competed against members of the Dawson 
County Emergency Services in a bed-build-
ing contest. The match was to benefit Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace (SHP), a local nonprofit 
that helps children in need.
 Skip Sevier, president of the Dawson-
ville chapter of SHP, coordinated the event 
dubbed “Guns ‘N Hoses” and supervised 
the friendly rivalry. “They started with 
materials for 35 beds,” Sevier said. “By the 
time they’re through we will have them put 
together. We’re counting beds not bunks.”
 At one point Team Guns had built 11 
headboards with Team Hoses 6, Sevier 
announced. “Because of the assembly line, 
we can build 20 beds in two hours,” Sevier 
explained. 
 Friendly “smack talk” was overheard 
from both Team Guns, wearing black 
T-shirts and Team Hoses, wearing red ones. 
Neither team wanted to make an official 
“smack talk” statement.
 It was neck and neck as the assembly 
lines produced bunk bed components with 
Sheriff Johnson and Chief Danny Thompson 
working alongside their respective crews. 
The only smoke came from the branding 
iron which both Thompson and Johnson 
used to burn the SHP logo into headboards. 
 In a matter of less than two hours, 
a winner was declared, with Team Guns 
running out of materials with 35 completed 
parts before Team Hoses completed 36. 
 “There’s a full-blown cheating scandal,” 
Thompson said jokingly. “I want a list of 
everybody’s name and badges.” He added 
that he wanted the GBI to do a full inves-
tigation into the outcome when it seemed 
Team Guns had won, but quickly withdrew 
his request when Team Hoses was declared 
the winning group. 
 “What a truly memorable experience,” 
Johnson said. “We have participated in 
some enjoyable benefits over the years, but 
the atmosphere at this event seemed dif-
ferent. Whether it was the friendly spirit of 
competition or serving with so many public 
safety brothers and sisters, this event won't 
soon be forgotten. It was special.”
 Thompson too was humbled by the 
experience. “It was an honor to participate 

Dawson’s first responders battle it out for a good cause

Members of Team Hoses surround Chief Danny Thompson as they are declared the 
winners of “Guns ‘N Hoses” 2019. PHOTOS BY DENISE RAY

Firefighters from Station 6 Meghann 
Tennant and Gary Dobbs stain the wood 
with a mixture of vinegar in which steel 
wool has been dissolved into and rusts, 
creating the inexpensive and nontoxic 
brown stain.

Dawson County EMS Director Danny 
Thompson, left, shakes hands with 
Dawson County Sheriff Jeff Johnson at 
the conclusion of Guns & Hoses 2019, a 
friendly bed-building competition between 
first responders.

Team Guns pose with the autographed headboard that became the coveted trophy.

in this great community event,” he said. 
“Anytime we can help those in our commu-
nity and be able to give back, I’m all in.”
 The 70 beds that were built during the 
event will go to local children. In addition 
to the beds, children will receive a mattress, 
pillow, linens and comforter which are also 
donated. If a person wanted to sponsor an 
entire bed, including everything, it’s $350, 
Sevier said. SHP is a 501c3 so donations may 
be tax deductible. “We love having dona-
tions of linens,” Sevier said. “The Bed-in-a-
Bag sets are ideal.” 
 There are several donation bins set up 
within the county:  the Sheriff’s Office (19 
Tucker Ave.), Fire Station 1 (33 Memory 
Lane), Fire Station 2 (145 Liberty Drive), 

Fire Station 6 (2142 Hubbard Rd.) and the 
Dawson County Chamber of Commerce 
(44 Commerce Drive). Twin-size bed linens 
and/or pillows are needed. 
 Monetary donations can be made on  
the organization website www.shpbeds.org
and a receipt is mailed to the donor within 
minutes, according to Sevier. Requesting a 
bed can be completed on the SHP website. 
Anyone wishing to donate linens should do 
so by contacting @shpbeds.org. SHP has an 
on-going sponsorship with Fred’s Beds who 
donates 10 mattresses each month for a year. 
 “Dawson County kids are sleeping on 
the floor and people are not aware of that,” 
Sevier said. 
 Both Team Hoses and Team Guns are 

ready to battle again and in fact, some of the 
“smack talk” has started. “We always enjoy 
some friendly competition with our broth-
ers and sisters at the Sheriff’s Office, even if 
we did win again,” said Thompson.

"Friendly 'smack talk' was overheard from both Team Guns, wearing black T-shirts and Team Hoses, wearing red ones."
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BOOK REVIEW

Books

Remembering and searching

BY SHANNON REED 

I
’m a crier by nature, but as I have aged, 
my reasons for tearing up have become 
more elusive, even to me. Where once 
I could predict a crying spell, like spot-

ting an East Texas thunderstorm moving 
across the landscape, now they arrive fast 
and sharp, like hail in New England on a 
March day. More and more frequently, I 
find myself wiping away tears while asking 
with plaintive frustration, “Wait, why am I 
crying right now?”
 I had one of those spells this morning 
while I was holding a very old book in the 
rare books room of the Health Sciences 
Library at the University of Pittsburgh. Our 
group of visiting scholars had been warned 
not to lick or cough or sneeze on the old 
books, a warning that I had impressed on 
my soul, as I do with all advice from all 
librarians. Thus, the arrival of unexpected 
tears—one moment I was paging carefully 
through the book, scanning, not terribly 
attentive, the next I was sobbing—mostly 
triggered my consternation at producing 
forbidden fluid.
 “I didn’t know I was going to cry!” I 
wanted to yell, as I grabbed a tissue from 
the librarian’s desk, keeping my face averted 
from anything old. “I did not deliberately 
get bodily fluids on your books!”
 Of course, no one was paying me the 
least bit of attention, intent as they all were 
on their own research in their own old 
books. The librarian didn’t notice me either, 
thankfully, as she passed around cloth 
gloves to scholars who wanted to touch 
very, very old books. I wiped away my 
tears, resanitized my hands, and went back 
to the book I had been looking at to figure 
out what had made me cry.
 It was a dead and delicate weight in 
my hands, slightly larger than a brick, the 
leather cover somewhere between “pliable” 
and “about to crack into dust at any mo-
ment.” The brown leather could have been 
cow or ostrich or human, for all I knew. It 
was stained by bodily fluids dating back to 
the French Revolution. I opened it again, 
holding it away from me.
 I turned back to its title page: “Anato-
my of a Human Body,” written by William 
J. Cheselden and published in 1750. I don’t 
work in the health sciences field and am not 
a scholar of the body or of medical texts. I 
have a body, but most days—while perhaps 
it ought—that fact does not move me to 
tears.
 I vaguely remembered a signature 
across the title page. I find handwriting 
moving, especially dashed-off handwrit-
ing from people who have not hurried in 
two hundred years. Was that the trigger? 
I turned to the opening pages to see the 

original owner’s loopy signature: Finlay 
Miller. I felt gratitude that Finlay had taken 
good enough care of his book that it could 
be passed down, again and again, to end 
up in a beautiful room of old books at the 
school where I teach. But it wasn’t a very 
strong gratitude, I must say. It was more of 
an acknowledgment, the way my best friend 
says, “That’s very cool,” before changing the 
subject.
 I moved on to the first pages of the 
book, looking for a meaningful city of 
publication or a touching dedication. Since 
my father’s death, any author thanking their 
parent, even perfunctorily at the end of the 
acknowledgements, can start my tears, but 
I found nothing. Honestly, I was beginning 
to worry. Had I transitioned from being a 
person who cries a lot to a person who cries 
unexpectedly to a person who cries for no 
reason at all?
 I flipped another page, and began to 
read a note from the author to his readers: 
“This edition is a tenth part larger than the 
former; not increased by description but by 
observations upon the uses and mechanism 
of the parts, with operations and cases in 
surgery.”
 My eyes prickled again, and I almost 
laughed. This cajoling note, urging readers 
to appreciate that the book was one-tenth 
larger than the prior editions, is what had 
gotten to me. I understood the need to 
convince readers to not just flip through 
but actually buy your book. Authors are 
not just artists, but also sales people, trying 
to convince readers that our products are 
pleasing, will help them learn, are worth 
their while. That note of persistence in the 
face of what must have seemed impossi-
ble—that somehow Cheselden could come 
up with the words that would convince 
some random man months in the future that 
he must indeed buy this book—was deeply 
familiar to me. I just hadn’t realized it was 
as old as the book I was holding.
 I’ve wheedled the same way. While I 
ought to have been examining fascinating 
and rare books with my fellow scholars, 
I spent hours worrying over the book I 
was beginning to piece together. I worried 
whether I would ever write a book that any-
one would want to buy or publish or even 
read in my lifetime. What would I say in my 
query letters, my book proposal, my preface 
to get people to not just pick up, but buy my 
book?
 In Cheselden’s note, from four hundred 
years ago, I see myself, and the hustle of 
being a writer.
 “The plates are more in number, larger, 
better designed and better executed that 
those which were in the former editions,” 
he wrote, “which has unavoidably enhanced 
the price of this [edition].” It’s worth more 

BY KEN REYNOLDS 

S
o that you know, I like the way 
Richard Russo writes and the topics 
he chooses. “Chances Are…” is his 
new novel, and it did not disappoint 

me. The title is from the Johnny Mathis hit, 
which one of the characters plays and one 
pokes fun at. Many contemporary novelists 
concentrate on the action and driving the 
plot forward while giving readers only the 
barest insight as to why things happen and 
why the characters act the way they do. Not 
Richard Russo.
 He is a master at portraying char-
acters and writes about what is in their 
minds and the reasons they act as they do. 
Three young men from different social and 
economic circumstances met and became 
friends at a small liberal arts college in 
Connecticut. Lincoln, Teddy, and Mickey 
developed a rare kind of friendship that 
lasts a lifetime. Their story unfolds in time, 
shifts from the present to memories and 
back again. Each of the three friends is lik-
able and carries baggage from his past and 
his thoughts about what might have been.
Of necessity, they worked as hashers at a 
sorority house. Lincoln, the handsome one, 
is assigned to serve in the dining room. 
Teddy, who’d worked at a restaurant in high 
school, becomes a cook’s helper. Mickey’s 
working stiff background is apparent, and 
the sorority took one look and assigned him 
to the sink and a mountain of dirty pots. 
 In Russo’s words: “By the time they 
were seniors, Lincoln had been made head 
hasher and could offer both his friends 
positions in the dining room. Teddy, who’d 
had enough of the kitchen, promptly ac-
cepted, but Mickey said he doubted there 
was a serving jacket big enough to fit him. 
Anyway, he preferred remaining a kitchen 
slave to making nice with the fancy girls out 
front, since at least the galley was his own.”
 Not all the sisters are fancy girls. The 
rich, smart and beautiful Jacy is a 60s wild 
child who becomes d’Artagnan to their 
Three Musketeers. Although it is unspoken, 
the three friends are in love with her. Jacy 
is engaged to marry someone else, but at 
the last minute, she unexpectedly agrees to 
join the Musketeers at Lincoln’s Mother’s 
summer house on Martha’s Vineyard for a 
post-graduation goodbye. Jacy disappears 
as the friends part on the last day of their 
weekend. Decades later, where she is and 
why she went, is still unknown.
 The novel opens as the men return to 
the summer house, where Lincoln decides 
to unravel the mystery. He inadvertently 
piques the interest of the retired cop who 
investigated Jacy’s disappearance, and the 
three 66-year-old friends become murder 
suspects.
 The story, but not the novel, begins in 
the time of the Vietnam War. It influenced 
everything and changed those who came 

BY OLIVE T REED

A
re things about to change for 
America’s book-buying public? 
If you believe that old saying, 
“what goes around comes 

around,” then you will be encouraged by 
the news from the bookselling industry: 
Barnes & Noble has a new CEO. 
 Not just any CEO, mind you, but 
this one is a book lover who became a 
bookseller. And, here is the part I like: He 
believes bookstores should cater to the 
communities they serve. That belief ad-
dresses one of my problems with Barnes 
& Noble: They feel more like warehouses 
than bookstores; going in one is pretty 
much like going into any of the others. If 
you don’t believe that, visit some of the 
dozen that serve the Atlanta area and see 
for yourself. 
 You may have accepted sameness as 
natural with chain stores. But that is not 
how James Daunt, the B&N CEO, thinks. 
He thinks book reading tastes vary from 
one part of a town, or one part of a coun-
try, to another. He thinks store managers 
should be choosing their inventory and 
prominently displaying books based on 
what will sell in the local area, not the 
ones dictated by headquarters.
 His is not an untested idea. In 
England, Daunt owned a small chain of 
bookstores that operated on the principles 
described. In 2011 the failing Waterstones 
sold for $53 million, and James Daunt be-
came CEO. In 2018, the hedge fund, Elliott 
Advisers, acquired Waterstones. It is now 
Britain’s largest bookstore chain with 296 
stores. In June of this year, Elliott Advis-
ers acquired Barnes & Noble and its 630 
stores for $638 million and named Daunt 
the CEO.
 Daunt believes selecting a book in 

person and walking out of the store with 
it in hand is a more satisfying experience 
than buying online. His methodology was 
successful with his small chain and with 
Waterstones. But we know that what 
works in the UK will not necessarily work 
in the U.S.
 I hope he is right. A long time ago, 
American towns and villages had inde-
pendent booksellers, but the big chains ate 
them. Then Amazon ate the big chains. 
B&N and Books A Million are the only 
ones left. 
 If Daunt can do it, perhaps book shop-
ping will once again be fun.

Ed note: Interested in books? Check out the 
award-winning BOOKS pages in the News 
section of Smoke Signals every month.

PHOTO BY ELENA SEIBERT

of age then. But 
what has become 
of the friends who 
watched the first 
national draft 
lottery on Decem-
ber 1, 1969, in that 
sorority house 
kitchen? The novel 
begins when these 
men are 66 years 
old.
 Improbable situations make fiction 
enjoyable. If the tales were of ordinary cir-
cumstances, it is unlikely the author would 
ever become a bestseller, and not likely a 
Pulitzer Prize winner for fiction. 
 It is improbable, but not unheard of, for 
three college friends to reunite for the first 
time so many years later while not know-
ing that they each are seeking answers to a 
question. Lincoln is a Las Vegas commercial 
real estate broker; Teddy is a small-press 
publisher in Syracuse; Mickey is a musician 
and sound engineer, from nearby Cape Cod. 
Each man has his own questions about the 
disappearance of Jacy Calloway, the woman 
each of them loved and cannot forget.
 At heart, “Chances Are” is a mystery 
and a tale of loss. It also is a story of love, 
mostly unrequited, but it is not a schmaltzy 
romance. It is more a story of friendship 
among four people trying not to hurt one 
another and betray the friendship. 
 Russo is 70 years old, and he knows 
and understands what it is like to look 
backward. He has made a career of writing 
about men, and many of them, like the ones 
in “Chance Are,” are still profoundly affect-
ed by their relationships with their fathers.

Chances Are . . .
By Richard Russo
Knopf, 302 pp.

Will big changes 
come to bookselling?

A Daunt Book Store, 193 Haverstock Hill, 
London. PHOTO BY EWAN MUNRO, VIA FLICKR

Crying in the library
so it costs more, he 
cries. Please, please, 
buy this book!
 His hustle 
worked: Finlay 
Miller bought his 
book, and wrote his 
name in it. Likely, 
others did, too. 
But it was this one, 
this copy, that had 
made it through 
so many years of 
avoiding flood and 
plague and fire 
and book burners, 
that had ended up 
in my negligent 
hands near my 
tears. I had found a 
compatriot. I hoped 
this book was the 
eighteenth-century 
equivalent of a best 
seller.
 I closed the 
book gently and 
walked over to the 
librarian’s desk 
and sanitized my 
hands again, just 
in case. As I did 
so, I watched my 

colleagues lift and turn pages, billing and cooing over the old books like a flock of pigeons. 
How we all love these books. I teared up again, but this time, I knew why. 
 “Crying in the Library” was first published on The Paris Review Daily.

SHANNON REED is a visiting lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh, where she teaches 
in the creative writing program. Her work is frequently published in The New Yorker 
and McSweeney’s Internet Tendency, and she has written for Poets & Writers, Creative 
Nonfiction, Real Simple, The Washington Post, Slate, and many more. Her book of humor 
and memoir about her 20-year teaching career, “Why Did I Get a B? Harrowing and 
Humorous Truths About Teaching,” is forthcoming from Atria Books in the fall of 2020.
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BOOK REVIEW

Finding lost dogs

Books

Book News and New Books
BY DIXON BRADSHAW

FICTION
 How does 
Louise Penny do 
it? A Better Man, 
the 15th Chief In-
spector Armand 
Gamache novel 
is now available. 
Flood waters 
are rising across 
the province. 
In the middle 
of the turmoil a 
father approach-
es Gamache, 
pleading for help in finding his daughter. 
As crisis piles upon crisis, Gamache tries to 
hold off the encroaching chaos, and realizes 
the search for Vivienne Godin should be 
abandoned. But with a daughter of his own, 
he finds himself developing a profound, and 
perhaps unwise, empathy for her father. 
As the rivers rise, and the social media on-
slaught against Gamache becomes crueler, a 
body is discovered. And in the tumult, mis-
takes are made. From Minotaur, 448 pages, 
August 2019.

       In Hidden 
Things, by Jamie 
Mason, the world 
turns upside 
down for Carly 
Liddell and her 
family. In less 
than half a min-
ute, a home-se-
curity camera 
captures the 
hidden resolve in 
the 14-year-old 
girl as she fends 

off a vicious attack just inside her own front 
door. The video of her heroic escape goes 
viral. The lives of four desperate people 
will be changed forever by what’s just 
barely visible in the corner of the shot; a 
stolen painting—400 years old by a master 
of the Dutch Golden Age. The art dealer, 
left for dead when the painting vanished, 
sees a chance to buy back her life. And the 
double-crossed enforcer renews the hunt 
to deliver the treasure to his billionaire pa-
trons—even if he must kill to succeed. But 
it’s Carly herself, hailed as a social-media 
hero, whose new perspective gives her the 
courage to uncover the truth as the secrets 
and lies tear her family apart. From Galley 
Books, 352 pages, August 2019.

 How much more can you give when 
you’ve already given everything? In Colleen 
Faulkner’s new novel, Our New Normal, 
the mother of a pregnant teenager discovers 

there are no easy 
answers—and that 
a mistake-proof 
life may not be 
worth living . . . 
Liv Ridgely prides 
herself on being 
the responsible 
wrangler of all 
things family: 
stay at home 
mom, caretaker 
of elderly parents, 
supporter of husband Oscar’s career, savior 
of her wayward sister. Now, with her son 
off to college, and her ambitious daughter, 
Hazel, a year away from following him, it’s 
Liv’s turn. She’s even established her dream 
career of bringing beautiful old homes 
back to life in the most picturesque part 
of Maine. Until she learns that 16-year-old 
Hazel is three months pregnant. From Kens-
ington. 304 pages, September 2019. 

       In Good 
Girl, Bad Girl by 
Michael Roboth, 
a girl is discov-
ered hiding in a 
secret room after 
a terrible crime. 
Half-starved and 
filthy, she won’t 
tell anyone her 
name, or her age, 
or where she 
came from, and 
her DNA can’t be 

matched to an identity. Six years later, still 
unidentified, she lives in a secure children’s 
home with a new name, Evie Cormac. She 
demands the right to be released as an adult. 
She is unlike anyone forensic psychologist 
Cyrus Haven has ever met—fascinating 
and dangerous in equal measure. Evie 
knows when someone is lying, and no one 
around her is telling the truth. Cyrus also 
investigates the murder of a high school 
figure-skating champion who is portrayed 
by everyone as the ultimate girl-next-door, 
but as Cyrus peels back the layers, a secret 
life emerges—one that Evie, the girl with 
no past, knows something about. A man 
haunted by his own tragic history, Cyrus 
is caught between the two cases—one girl 
needs saving and another needs justice. 
What price will he pay for the truth? From 
Scribner, 368 pages, July 2019.

 Kevin Moore, once a high-flying 
Virginia attorney, hits rock bottom after an 
inexplicably tumultuous summer leaves him 
disbarred and separated from his wife in 
Substitution Order by Martin Clark. Short 
on cash and looking for work, he lands in 
the middle of nowhere with a job at SUBsti-

BY JANE GALVIN 

S
usannah Charleson’s new book, 
Where the Lost Dogs Go” is a true 
story of some of the missing animal 
rescues she has participated in up to 

this point in her career. 
 Charleson, the author of “Scent of the 
Missing” and “The Possibility Dogs,” trains 
search-and-detection K9s, service dogs for 
the disabled, and comfort dogs. She started 
training and using mainly golden retrievers 
for search and rescue (S&R) work. Quite 
by accident, she is now in Missing Animal 
Response (MAR.)
 One day while walking Puzzle, her S&R 
dog, a frantic neighbor came running. Her 
dog, Odie, had disappeared, and she asked 
if Puzzle could find it. Charleson had never 
used her S&R dogs to search for other dogs. 
Their training is human-specific and it 
includes proofing her against alerting—sig-
naling to the handler—when another animal 
is nearby. 
 But Puzzle is different and lost pets 
have a way of finding her. Charleson agrees 
to take Puzzle near places the little lost 
dog may be. Not too far from home, hiding 
under a trailer, the very old, frightened Odie 
finds Puzzle. 
 Thus, a new career path opens for 
Charleson and Puzzle. A missing dog often 
will go to the magnet dog (MAR) before it 
will go to most humans.
 Lost dogs and cats are a significant 
problem in America. The American Hu-
mane Society reports that roughly 10 million 
dogs and cats are lost or stolen each year. 
The pet microchip company, Home Again, 
says that one out of three pets will go astray 
in its lifetime and that without a chip or ID 
on the collar, only one in 10 will come home.
 The collar and tag are still the most 
popular form of ID. However, collars can 

tution, the world’s 
saddest sandwich 
shop. His closest 
confidants: a 
rambunctious 
rescue puppy and 
the twenty-year-
old computer 
whiz manning the 
restaurant count-
er beside him. 
He’s determined 
to set his life right 
again, but the 
troubles keep coming. And when a bizarre, 
mysterious stranger wanders into the shop 
armed with a threatening “invitation” to join 
a multimillion-dollar scam, Kevin will need 
every bit of his legal savvy just to stay out 
of prison. From Knopf, 35 pages, July 2019.

NON-FICTION
       Janis Joplin’s 
first transgres-
sive act was to 
be a white girl 
who gained an 
early sense of 
the power of 
the blues, music 
you could only 
find on obscure 
records and in 
roadhouses along 
the Texas and 
Louisiana Gulf 

Coast. She has passed into legend as a brash, 
impassioned soul doomed by the pain that 
produced one of the most extraordinary 
voices in rock history. But in Janis, Holly 
George-Warren provides a portrait of a 
woman who wasn’t all about suffering. Janis 
was a perfectionist: a passionate, erudite 
musician who was born with talent but also 
worked exceptionally hard to develop it. 
She was a sensitive seeker who wanted to 
marry and settle down—but couldn’t, or 
wouldn’t. She was a Texan who yearned to 
flee Texas but could never quite get away—
even after becoming a countercultural icon 
in San Francisco. Holly George-Warren is 
one of the most highly regarded chroniclers 
of American music history, and the book 
based on unprecedented access to Janis Jo-
plin’s family, friends, band mates, archives, 
and long-lost interviews. From Simon & 
Schuster, 400 pages, October 2019.

 Koch Industries annual revenue is 
more than that of Goldman Sachs, Face-
book, and U.S. Steel combined. Koch is 
everywhere: from the fertilizers that make 
our food to the chemicals that make our 
pipes to the synthetics that make our car-
pets and diapers to the Wall Street trading 
in all these commodities. But few people 

know much about 
Koch Industries. 
For five decades, 
CEO Charles Koch 
has kept Koch 
Industries quietly 
operating in se-
crecy, with a view 
toward very, very 
long-term profits. 
He’s a genius busi-
nessman: patient 
with earnings, 
able to learn from 
his mistakes, determined that his employ-
ees develop a reverence for free-market 
ruthlessness, and a master disrupter. These 
strategies have made him and his brother 
David together richer than Bill Gates. In 
Kochland, Christopher Leonard tells the 
ambitious tale of how one private company 
consolidated power over half a century—
and how in doing so, it helped transform 
capitalism into something that feels alienat-
ing to many Americans today. From Simon 
& Schuster, 704 pages, August 2019.

       Joel Stein, 
Thurber Prize fi-
nalist and former 
staff writer for 
“Time” magazine 
instantly knew 
why the 2016 
election ended 
the way it did. 
The main reason 
wasn’t econom-
ic anxiety or 
racism. It was 
anti-elitistism. 

Hillary Clinton represented Wall Street, ac-
ademics, policy papers, Davos, international 
treaties and the people who think they’re 
better than you. In defense of academia, the 
mainstream press, medium-rare steak, and 
civility, Joel Stein fights against populism. 
He fears a new tribal elite is coming to 
replace him, one that will fend off expertise 
of all kinds and send the country hurtling 
backward to a time of wars, and economic 
stagnation. To write In Defense of Elitism, 
Stein spends a week in Roberts County, 
Texas, which had the highest percentage of 
Trump voters in the country. (The popu-
lation of the county is 938.) He goes to the 
home of Trump-loving Dilbert cartoonist 
Scott Adams; meets people who create fake 
news; and finds the new elitist organizations 
merging both right and left to fight the pop-
ulists. All the while using the biggest words 
he knows. The subtitle is worth a chuckle: 
“Why I'm Better Than You and You're 
Better Than Someone Who Didn't Buy This 
Book.” From Grand Central Publishing, 333 
pages, October 2019.

WHERE THE LOST DOGS GO
By Susannah Charleson
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, June 2019
329 pages

Tate, a BCAR rescue. PHOTO BY MARY JO COX

Susannah Charleson.

come off, and that is where the microchip is 
necessary. The drawback is that the person 
who finds the pet must bring it to a vet or 
shelter to have them scan the dog or cat for 
a chip.
 Charleson’s book is also a story about 
Ace, who became the most unlikely of MAR 
dogs. She saw this little dog’s picture posted 
from a high kill shelter in South Texas. As 
her father used to say to her, “Go for the 
dog huddled in the back of the kennel.”
 The “little Malti-Poo” had hours to live 
before euthanasia. She was in terrible shape, 
physically and emotionally. Charleson 
brought her home and slowly brought her 
back to health. Ace had no interest in being 

a lap dog, but one day while Charleson was 
practicing smell techniques with Puzzle, 
little Ace cheerfully joined in. Much to 
Charleson’s surprise, Ace turned into a top-
notch MARs dog. 
 “Where the Lost Dogs Go” is filled with 
practical advice that may help pet owners 
find their lost friends. Dog’s personalities 
fall into three groups: Gregarious dogs are 
friendly and outgoing. Aloof dogs are more 
reserved and hesitant to get close. Xeno-
phobic dogs are highly reactive and fearful 
of everything. In searching for a lost dog, it 
helps to know how the pet’s personality fits 
those categories. Remember, trauma can 
upset living creatures, and all three types 
may react different from how they normally 
would.
 But knowing those things is not 
enough. If a pet goes missing, start the 
search immediately. Here are some things 
you can do:
 • Talk with delivery drivers and utility 
workers. In Big Canoe the UPS driver has 
helped BCAR find the home of a dog that 
was hanging around the kennel.
 • Use social media and check it fre-
quently; at least twice a day.

 • Contact vets and shelters. Pictures 
are very helpful.
 • Keep checking
 • Consider using a Missing Animal 
Response team.
 Not all lost dogs are abandoned by 
their owners.  A door left open by a service 
contractor is an invitation for a dog to go 
exploring. Fireworks on July 4 is when 
many shelters are inundated with dogs who 
fled out of fear.

Reviewers postscript: A while back, our 
community had a genuine abandoned dog 
case. A shepherd mix was going back and 
forth on Highway 53 between the Huddle 
House and the Bank OZK. She eluded the 
rescuers’ trap for a couple of weeks. Finally, 
John and Sandy Lipkowitz were able to get 
her. They asked good friends Bob and Peggy 
Anderson, whose dog had recently died, if 
they could foster her. They did, and they 
named the dog Tate.
 Today, I saw Bob walking “Tate” and 
stopped to talk. I am happy to report that 
he and Peggy are “foster failures” and are 
adopting Tate officially when she completes 
her heartworm treatment. Tate is a perfect 
example of how a reactive, scared dog can 
become a friendly, quiet dog. It shows that 
“Where there is great love, there are great 
miracles.”
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OPINION
BY KEN REYNOLDS 
kreynolds@bigcanoenews.com 

W
e who take the Pledge 
of Allegiance seriously 
and want to preserve our 
Republic need to do more 

than cast blame for the problems we face 
today. We need to pressure our represen-
tatives to step up, and our leaders to lead. 
It appears they are not going to take the 
initiative, so we must act.
 Our representative democracy is un-
der attack from more than one front, and 
any one of those attacks can damage our 
great nation. In combination, they may be 
fatal.
 Russia and other entities have 
tampered with our elections. Through 
social media, we allowed them to manip-
ulate our emotions and shape opinions. 
By liking and sharing and tweeting and 
retweeting and so on, we let them make 
us their minions in their efforts to under-
mine confidence in our government.
 By reporting what was trending on 
social media, biased traditional media 
amplified their legitimate preferences 
and brought those distortions to the 
attention of the few who do not use social 
media. Just think how often you witness 
a traditional media outlet report about 
social media. What is hot on the internet 
has become a news segment. It should be 
clear by now that like other media, social 
media can be positive or negative. And it 
can be manipulated.
 When at last, we began to recognize 
the problem, rather than step up and 
address protecting the integrity of our 
elections, we bogged ourselves down in 
allegations and investigations of collusion. 
Yes, we should have investigated. How 
else would we learn what is true? 
 But did we believe that identifying 
past offenses would protect us in the 
future? 
 We must have because Congress did 
nothing about the problem of election 
integrity. Our representatives focused on 
collusion and on preparing for reelection. 
 Did hackers distort voting results? 
There are strong indications that they 
tried, at least in some places. Every state 
government should have launched an im-
mediate assessment and overhaul of the 
balloting process. Some did, but others 

The ideal of America has many enemies

have not. When we no longer trust the 
election process, we will become some-
thing other than a government of, by and 
for the people. 
 Why are we reluctant to make sure 
that voting matters?
 No one person, no one group, no one 
media outlet is entirely to blame for what 
happened before the 2016 election. As a 
nation, all the above and we collectively 
are to blame for spending our time and 
energy blaming “the other” and doing 
nothing to address the problem. It may 
help to win an election, but simply 
winning an election is not going to stop 
Russia, or other nation or terrorist group 
from interfering with an essential element 
of our government.
 Not all dangers to representative de-
mocracy come from outside our borders. 
Radical gerrymandering, limited polling 
places, and onerous registration process-
es are a few of the tools both parties used 
when they are in power to stay in office. 
No one wants to relinquish power, and 
the powerful always want more power. 
The logical outcome of that progression 

is absolute control by one party, and it 
follows that one person will come to 
speak for and direct how that how party 
acts. The history of France, Germany, 
Russia, or China should convince even 
a casual reader of how little their past 
governments have valued individuals and 
dissent.
 Although foreign interference also 
affects local and state elections, we have 
political issues like gerrymandering, 
voting place availability, and onerous reg-
istration procedures that we cannot wait 
for Washington to address.  Those are 
problems that states and localities must 
address, and what we do about them will 
shape the future of Congress, the White 
House, and America. 
 One step every individual can take 
is to stop behaving like “the other” is 
your enemy. People who believe in 
the absolute right to own firearms are 
not the enemy of those who advocate 
assault weapons bans. People who want 
a single-payer health insurance plan are 
not the enemy of those who oppose it. 
Vladimir Putin is the enemy of both. We 

are Americans, and we are a nation that 
has thrived on voicing our differences and 
coming to workable solutions. We must 
not lose that.
 Our leaders at every level need 
to step up and conduct themselves as 
though their political opponents are loyal 
to America. They may be opponents, but 
that does not make them enemies. They 
are the individuals who make up one 
nation, a nation that is indivisible and that 
works to assure liberty and justice for all. 
Yes all, no matter what they look like or 
where they came from. 
 Any officeholder who proclaims 
political opponents to be the enemy is 
dividing, not leading us toward a more 
perfect union. Don’t expect such people 
to change. We must pressure them to 
change. We must do it at the polls. And 
Russia knows that.
 Postscript: Georgia’s recent addition 
of back-up paper trail is a positive step, 
but it is only one step toward election 
security.

I pledge allegiance 
to the Flag of the United 

States of America, 
and to the Republic 
for which it stands, 

one Nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty 

and justice for all. 
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1-step entry. Great location near gate and all amenities. FMLS 6552333.

Margo Vallone
C: 770-608-9150   
O: 770-475-1130/9151                     
MargoVallone@tds.net
www.MountainHomeResales.com

795 Hunters Trace | 3-4BR/3BA | $394,500
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EDITORIAL

BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD

T
he internet and the World 
Wide Web were bril-
liant ideas, but of course, 
the Law of Unintended 

Consequences lay in ambush, and 
along with the good came unbridled 
extremism, cyber-bullying, identity 
theft, Nigerian money transfers, ex-
pensive counterfeit romance, phony 
IRS collection schemes and “fake 
news,” to name just a few. Accord-
ingly, we have become, and now 
have to be, suspicious of everything.  
 And “everything” is what the 
internet is fast becoming: the reposi-
tory of the whole truth, the half-truth 
and the untruth. In cyberspace, in-
visible peddlers of information grind 
out fiction undifferentiated from fact, 
all stored online indefinitely. 
 Locally, a one-man blog and 
self-described “newspaper” identi-
fying itself with the possible illegal 
use of the community name has been 
focusing mystifying scrutiny on Big 
Canoe with inflammatory headlines 

and conspiracy theories.  Ironically, 
this voice of investigative authority, 
the mysterious signatory “David/
Publisher,” is a Big Canoe property 
owner with an investment at risk in 
the community whose reputation 
he seems determined to destroy.  
Equally mystifying is his motive; the 
author remains curiously out of sight 
behind his keyboard.
 In our opinion, this individual is 
on a crusade to turn molehills into 
mountains. He churns out factually 
dishonest conclusions that are often 
lost in a conspiratorial swirl of righ-
teous indignation, amateurish per-
sonal attacks and reckless allegations. 
We are told that some of his threats 
in the recent past have made him 
no stranger to law enforcement. He 
knows that naming names and drop-
ping words like “collusion,” “fraud,” 
“criminal,” and “lawsuit” have poten-
tially worrying implications.
 Lacking any coherent expressed 
purpose, we lean toward the simple 
conclusion that this blog exists pri-
marily as a conduit to feed a hungry 

ego. A strong clue: “David/Publisher” 
is not bashful about bragging on his 
purported accomplishments. He 
has even boasted that what he has 
planned for Big Canoe will make 9/11 
pale in comparison. 
 Unfortunately, his fantasies have 
forced the POA to spend thousands 
in community funds investigating the 
assertions. Perhaps it’s time for the 
POA to return the favor.
 First, our cause is not to silence 
a voice, as if we could, but to ask 
our readers to put the rants and 
name-calling in perspective and ask, 
“Is this reasonable? Does this make 
sense?” 
 Second, there is a serious need 
to calm down and end the allegations 
and threats. 
 Third, we call on the man 
behind the cyber-curtain to come 
forward and accept the generous 
invitation extended by the POA to 
speak and engage in the process of 
positive democratic face-to-face 
community governance. 
 Big Canoe may not be perfect, 

and there can be genuine concerns, 
but there are ways to cope without 
animus and rancor. There are so 
many more good reasons here than 
bad ones to do this.
 We recognize that “David/
Publisher” is baiting us with lame 
name-calling, and that a word from 
us is probably just what he hopes for, 
giving him the opening to unleash 
a familiar barrage of invective, the 
real purpose of which is just to bring 
even more attention on himself.  We 
all know who he is.

Ed. Note: Smoke Signals is an 
independent stand-alone publication 
of Smoke Signals Community 
Services, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation organized under IRS 
code section 501(c)4. Smoke Signals 
is staffed largely by residents of 
Big Canoe, but does not now have, 
nor at any time in the past had, 
an organizational or operational 
relationship with either the Big Canoe 
Property Owner’s Association or the 
developer.

Time to dial down the rhetoric

"In cyberspace, invisible peddlers of information grind out fiction undifferentiated from fact, 
all stored online indefinitely."

BY ELLEN HARRISON
eharrison@bigcanoenews.com
 

W
hy would I, or any other 
healthy individual, submit 
to five hours of tests, puz-
zles and physical analysis 

for the Emory Healthy Brain Study? For 
me, it is the knowledge that dementia’s 
onslaught is beyond our control, and my 
ability to help neighbors is so elusive. I 
am aware of lingering sadness that the 
“long goodbye” elicits. 
 When I was invited to participate 
in the Emory study, I felt it was the least 
I could do. Personal loss compelled me 
forward. It is my hope that others, even 
more closely affected by dementia in their 
family, may feel the same way.
 When I hear Glen Campbell perform 
“Wichita Lineman,” his voice singing that 
he “is still on the line,” I cannot stop tears. 
I watched his farewell concerts detailed 
in news broadcasts, and during his last 
cross-country concert tour, his familiar 
tunes stood the test of time, proving his 
phenomenal talents. But, those same 
stories detailed the Alzheimer’s disease 
destroying his brain, and his daughter’s 
devotion. She shared the stage, nudged 
him back to those familiar chord progres-
sions, phrases, rhythm, and lyrics that 
held him fast to his audience, even as his 
life began to dwindle in the twilight of his 
own long goodbye. 
 Celebrity stories, including Gene 
Wilder, Pat Summit, and Robin Williams, 
are different than those shared by ordi-
nary people, neighbors and friends who 
sometimes feel a stigma, soldiering on, 
finding resources scarce, and heartache 
plenty. 
 Two years ago, I learned the truth 
of such a journey, traveled by neighbors 
Charlie and Teresa. After learning their 
story, I knew I needed to be a part of 
something larger than myself. I joined 
Emory’s longitudinal study, lasting de-
cades and encompassing perhaps 5,000 
subjects, to contribute to the possibility 
of early detection, intervention and likely 
cures.
 “If you had a chance to change the 
world, would you?” asks Dr. James Lah, 
MD, on the study’s website, https://
healthyaging.emory.edu/ehbs/ . “It’s your 
contribution to a better future.” Dr. Lah 
was speaking to me, it seemed. I became 
subject 1,071.
 Charlie and Teresa were friendly, 
but always private. Self-employed, small 
business people, the couple lived on a 
rambling, private, 25-acre tract, their 

home tucked away behind a forest stand. 
Every day, they traveled out the shared 
gravel road before dawn, and back again 
almost 12 hours later, in their elegant, 
sleek, black Chrysler Town & Country. 
Over a decade, their entrepreneurial work 
routine was steady as mine, a teacher. 
Early rising, working all day, home at 
dusk.
 Stopping to share praise on our yard, 
the dog, the kids, Charlie was always 
cheerful, quick to smile, rolling down 
the window to chat about peonies, and 
share his optimistic positivity. One day, 
he made an aside about Teresa’s “new 
job,” and his new routine, dropping 
her off there first, then going about his 
business. I noticed their workdays had 
become shorter, but as they were older, 
thought that perhaps, it was a part-time 
retirement. They still always returned 
home together, but left for work later in 
the day. That brief mention of Teresa’s 
new job was a clue I missed but it was the 
trailhead on my hike to their truth.
 When several days passed, without 
the Town & Country’s regular, daily trip, 
an unfamiliar, gray Toyota with Texas 
tags began darting up and down the road 
fast enough to leave dust hanging, long 
after it had rounded the bend and disap-
peared behind the “no trespassing” sign at 
the top of Charlie’s long drive. The driver 
was harried and urgent. Texas made sev-
eral trips in one day, with the same buzz-
ing speed and determination, kicking up a 
dust storm in his wake. That same night, 
I heard the gunning engines of rowdies 
and rabble-rousers on the road, spinning 
donuts, hooping and hollering, looking for 
a place to hide and drink. I worried about 
Charlie and Teresa.
 Walking the road early the next 
morning, party leftovers led up and into 
Charlie and Teresa’s driveway, and given 
their absence, I decided to check in on 
them, despite the no trespassing sign. 
Down I went into their forest, along the 
half-mile, private road, noticing fallen 

trees, a smashed creek side gazebo, 
overgrown brush and vines crowding 
the drive. The disheveled tangles stood 
in stark contrast to the neatly coiffed, 
professional duo we all knew.
 As the house came into view, a 
mountain of empty water bottles and 
piles of trash came into focus; the pool 
cover in place, but torn by fallen branch-
es, the black, swampy water stained by 
leaves, frogs lounging and hopping in 
what might have been a luxurious garden 
spot; weeds strangled Charlie’s treasured 
peonies, camellias had grown taller than 
the roof. Porch awnings drifted towards 
the ground, perilously hanging on by one, 
last, tenacious, corner fastener. The place 
was a shambles. It was the first, undeni-
able, concrete evidence of their turmoil.
 I felt ashamed, a voyeur spying signs 
of a desperate secret, peeking backstage; 
and I was a failed neighbor. We missed 
any signal that help was needed. We 
should have known, seen, done some-
thing. But, unbeknownst, Charlie—an 
Eagle Scout, a UGA Dawg, a Kappa 
Alpha fraternity brother, a Rotarian, and 
a businessman—was an award-winning 
thespian.
 As I turned to escape my guilt and 
intrusion, and their unknown fate, Texas 
came ripping into the drive. My own 
ignorance promptly excused, plenteous 
explanations followed, as Charlie’s broth-
er confessed his own shame and blind-
ness. No one had known, he said. Charlie 
had kept Teresa’s Alzheimer’s secret from 
everyone except one trusted business 
contact. 
 Charlie and Teresa had no children, 
only each other, for 40 years. They had 
withdrawn from family gatherings, al-
ways “busy with their work,” said Texas. 
And, Charlie was only 64 when a routine 
bladder infection he let go went septic; he 
was gone within a couple days.
 Teresa’s advancing Alzheimer’s 
meant that Charlie had been her sole 
caregiver; regardless of day, Teresa 
stepped out of the house always looking 
professionally perfect, the same beau-
tiful, smile and façade, going to “work.” 
As these responsibilities had taken over 
every waking moment in Charlie’s life, ev-
erything else slid to the edge, to the bot-
tom, and completely off the back burner 
of his stove, even his own life. Providing 
Teresa with constancy invested all energy 
towards his ruse.
 Brother Texas had made two trips 
from his home a day’s drive away, one to 
quickly get Charlie situated in the hospi-
tal, the second, to make his funeral and 

burial arrangements, and help Teresa’s 
sister find a permanent “work” situation. 
What had been her new, part-time “job,” 
at a nearby memory care facility, now 
required full-time occupation. Teresa was 
never told of Charlie’s death, just that he 
was “working a new job that involved 
travel,” the last remnants of their familiar 
life together, the continuation of Charlie’s 
loving white lie.
 Their home sold within six months, 
and Teresa died, at her “new job.” 
 So, when the invitation to join 
Emory’s study arrived, memories of 
Charlie and Teresa made participation a 
“no-brainer.” It was the least I could do, 
for Teresa, and Charlie, and to soldier on 
myself.

Participation in the Study
 The day at Emory begins early, about 
7:30 a.m., with fasting blood draws, a stool 
sample, and a lumbar puncture. Subjects 
are advised to drink water in the day 
prior to the appointment. Several cardio-
vascular assessments follow, including 
carotid artery scans, EKGs, and a blood 
pressure cuff used to check elasticity of 
arteries. After a provided, light brunch 
and a quick cup of coffee, a gait analysis 
involves walking on a sensitive carpet, 
tracking speed, balance and stride—then, 
the cognitive tests begin—language, 
vocabulary, numeracy, visual, spatial and 
straight recall. 
 Last, retinal scans, because, as the 
research assistant said, there may already 
be indications that retinal scans offer a 
“window” to the brain’s health, sharing 
the same cerebral spinal fluid as the brain.
 Research assistants sharing such dis-
closures with me, and the data-gathering 
processes affirmed my decision to partic-
ipate. Any actionable health information 
revealed in the data Emory gathers will 
be forwarded to my physician, so that we 
can plan positive interventions. 
 The 2017-2018 Annual Report, www.
healthyaging.emory.edu/brain-study-an-
nual-report/ details the work, which 
strives to “discover biomarkers that will 
predict Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias.” 
 It is fascinating to watch the research 
assistants do their work. While eating 
lunch, a frosted glass partition separated 
me from the lab, where it was possible to 
observe some of the lab processes under-
way. It is like being in someone’s kitchen 
while supper is prepared!
 Participants register first on the web-
site and participate in surveys online.  It 
is the one thing we can do that may make 
a difference in the future.

“. . . the knowledge that dementia’s onslaught is beyond our control, and my ability to help neighbors is so elusive. 
I am aware of lingering sadness that the 'long goodbye' elicits.” 

Memories of neighbor’s ‘long goodbye’ 
motivates participation in Emory brain study

OPINION

Glen Campbell and his daughter Ashley 
share a quiet moment. S_BUKLEY/ HUTTERSTOCK.COM
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