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B
ig Canoe General Manager Jill 
Philmon announced three new 
cost-savings measures at the 
POA voting session on Thursday, 

Sept 19. 
 “The POA board and I plan to retain 
Bobby Jones Links to help [Big Canoe’s] 
food and beverage management with 
areas that have profitability issues,” she 
told those attending the meeting. 
 In related announcements, she said 
late fall and winter hours for the Black 
Bear Pub and the Clubhouse at Lake 
Sconti will be in effect from November 
5 through Easter 2020 weekend and the 
North Gate will be unmanned from 7 p.m. 
until 7 a.m. beginning Thursday, Oct. 3. 

Bobby Jones Links
 Bobby Jones Links, formerly known 
as Mosaic Clubs, will work with club-
house management to improve profitabil-
ity. The Alpharetta-based firm’s website 
(bobbyjoneslinks.com) claims experience 
at more than 500 properties of all types 
in the U.S. and overseas, including the 
historic Bobby Jones course in Atlanta. 
Smoke Signals asked Philmon to answer 
some questions about the POA’s ex-
pectations for Bobby Jones Links. The 
questions and her verbatim answers are 
below. 
 SS: Does the POA have a signed con-
tract with Bobby Jones Links? 
 Philmon: Not yet.  We meet next 
week to work out the details.
 SS: If so, what is the duration. How 
(a percent of savings?) will the firm be 
compensated? 
 Philmon: Typically, they request 
a year’s contract.  They will be paid an 
agreed amount monthly.
 SS: Is Bobby Jones Links arrangement 
with Big Canoe limited to The Clubhouse 
at Lake Sconti or is the golf amenity 
included too?  

POA in talks with Bobby Jones Links 
to improve clubhouse profitability

BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com

D
awson County Commission 
Chairman Billy Thurmond   
presented the FY2020 proposed 
budget to the board September 19.

 General Fund requests from depart-
ment heads totaled $31,802,167, Thurmond 
said. The current county budget stands at 
$29,331,985, which represents an increase 
of $4.6 million from the prior year original 
budget and includes over $2.1 million in new 
personnel/salary change requests.
 Thurmond pointed out several high-
lights of his proposed budget. They includ-
ed an increase in debt service payment from 
$361,365 in 2019 to $520,815 in 2020; $100,000 
contingency funds; $250,000 for attorney 
fees; a $250,000 transfer from General Fund 
to the Capital Improvements Fund and, 
$100,000 for potential health insurance 
increases.   
 All property tax received by the county 
goes into the General Fund, or the main 
operating fund of the county, Thurmond 
explained. Currently, property tax provides 
39.42 percent of revenue.   
 Thurmond anticipates changes to the 
General Fund that include projections for 
L.O.S.T to show an 

Dawson presents 
proposed budget

"All property tax received 
by the county goes into 

the General Fund."
UGA women’s tennis team 

volunteers labor at Habitat Pickens

The 2019 University of Georgia Women’s tennis team joined other volunteers Saturday, September 7 to help build Habitat for 
Humanity Pickens house number 19 in New Hope Acres in Jasper. See story on Page 20A of the News section. PHOTO BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Big Canoe's Clubhouse at Lake Sconti offers one of North Georgia's most spectacular views. Visitors enjoy  panoramic views of lush 
golf greens, sparkling water views and the mountains of Big Canoe. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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 Philmon: Food and beverage only
 SS: How would you characterize the 
firm’s role: Taking over club manage-
ment? 
 Philmon: They won’t be taking over 
management. They will be assisting man-
agement. We specifically are asking them 
to look at the onboarding and training 
of staff, profitability of menu selections, 
hours open, etc. Do we have the right 
organizational levels and ways to reduce 
employee turnover?  The focus will be 
on reducing the loss without reducing 
member services while working with the 

current team we have.  
 SS: Will they be providing workers? 
Training staff? Research on improving 
efficiency? 
 Philmon: Providing workers: No.  
Trainings staff: Yes. Research on improv-
ing efficiency: Yes.
 SS: What specific expertise does the 
POA board expect from Bobby Jones 
Links that will benefit Big Canoe’s club-
house? 
 Philmon: Bobby Jones Link is a 
reputable company that has a good track 
record of analysis of food and beverage 

operations to help offer solutions for 
more profitability.  They also will help to 
determine if the organizational chart has 
the right layers below Jas to do an effec-
tive job of managing. 
 SS: How will you measure success? 
 Philmon: A reduction in the annual 
loss for 2020 from 2018 and 2019.
 The GM and POA board are current-
ly in meetings with Bobby Jones Links 
and expect to have an agreement com-
pleted by early October. 
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"The focus will be on reducing the loss without reducing member services."
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POA

Ed. note: The POA recently announced 
that the North Gate would be unmanned 
from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m. In response to 
question about this change, General 
Manager Jill Philmon put together the most 
frequently asked question and the answers. 

Q: When does this become effective?
A: Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 7 p.m.
 
Q: If a pass or a transponder has already 
been obtained will it be a problem for 
property owners, guests and contractors 
to get in through the North Gate?
A: No. Only those needing a pass will 
need to obtain one from the Main Gate 
during the unmanned hours.

Q: If a guest arrives at the North Gate 
after 7 p.m. what will be the procedure?
A: A standing sign will be put up just be-
fore the new pass-through area. The guest 
simply needs to use the pass through to 
turn around and go to the Main Gate to 
get a pass. It would be best if all property 
owners made their guests aware of this 
change and tell them to go to the Main 
Gate if it’s after 7 p.m.

Q: What if I live closer to the North Gate? 
Isn’t it more difficult to go through the 
Main Gate then drive to a neighborhood 
near the North Gate?
A: We suggest after getting the pass at the 
front gate to simply return to the North 
Gate and proceed. Again, it would be 

helpful to let your guests know to go to 
the Main Gate after 7 p.m.

Q: What if I have a contractor who needs 
to get in earlier that 7a.m. or stay later 
than 7 p.m.?
A: Contractors are only allowed entrance 
between 7a.m. and 7p.m. The exception 
is already in effect and must be approved. 
This won’t change anything.

Q: If there is an issue, can I still get in 
touch with someone to help?
A: In the case of an issue, there will be a 
number posted to call that will connect 
with dispatch.

Q: What if I have a moving van that won’t 
arrive until after 7 p.m.?
A: Arrangements should be made in 
advance with Public Safety that include 
having a designated person meet the mov-
ers at the North Gate to let them in.  If 
Public Safety knows in advance what time 
the moving truck will be there after 7 p.m. 
arrangements can be made to accommo-
date them.

Q: Will there be plenty of signage to help 
out guests?
A:  In our opinion there will be plenty of 
instructional signage but should we find 
more is needed we will make it happen.

Q: Won’t having the North Gate 
unmanned reduce security?

A: Big Canoe is a gated community, not 
a secure community. To be secure all 
7,000+ acres would need to be completely 
fenced in and all gate accesses would need 
to be manned. Even when the area is not 
manned we do have cameras that would 
capture activity.

Q: Will anyone lose their job because of 
this change?
A: We are actually short staffed and 
anticipate possible retirement of others 
in the near future. We will not eliminate a 
positon with this change.

Q: Why are we doing this?
A: With the ever-rising increased wages 
and costs, the POA board has asked the 
staff to find ways to reduce costs with the 
smallest amount of impact on the resi-
dents. Based on studies of activities during 
these times, we anticipate a low impact 
on most homeowners. This will save us 
approximately $40,000 to $50,000 over 
the next year.

Q: It’s really busy during the holidays and 
our guests and families are coming in and 
out a lot after 7 p.m.
A: Because we have been keeping records, 
we are aware of the crunch times during 
holidays. For those times the North Gate 
will be manned much later in the evening 
to cover the impact of visitors.

Important information about the North Gate

Big Canoe General Manager seeks 
legal action against resident

increase of $499,106 in 2020 budget. The 
proposed budget also includes use of fund 
balance (reserves) of $2,524,978.
 Public Safety is expected to show an 
increase in expenses of $717,147 or 14.81 
percent increase, which reflects the recent 
change in salary to keep salaries competi-
tive and increase retention of personnel. 
 If passed, the Sheriff’s Office total bud-
get would increase by 10.43 percent, which 
reflects 27.37 percent increase for school 
resource officers. 
 This budget proposes $250,000 transfer 
from General Fund to Capital Fund for 

proposed capital projects. The proposed 
list includes $29,000 to have fleet shop 
floors coated/epoxy for safety in the new 
shop, $33,010 for a 15-passenger van for 4-H 
($15,000 would come from 4-H fundraising) 
and $202,990 for other capital projects as 
they occur in FY 2020, according to Thur-
mond.
 FY 2020 will be the fifth year of a six-
year SPLOST VI, Thurmond pointed out. 
 Thurmond said there were four goals 
regarding the budget; to prepare a realistic, 
revenue-based budget; make sure it con-
forms to the reduced millage rate from 8.138 
to 8.089; to provide the same or improved 
level of funding for the departments (im-
proving of service); and to allow all depart-
ments/agencies the opportunity to present 

their requests to the full board during public 
hearings.  
 In order to achieve those goals, Thur-
mond indicated several challenges including 
increased health insurance costs of over 
$47,000, increased operational needs of 
numerous departments and salary costs 
increasing from the prior year as a result of 
the recent salary study implementation. 
 Public hearings are set for Thursday, 
Oct. 3 at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. and a third and 
final hearing is set for Thursday, Oct. 17. 
Should the board so choose, a vote could 
take place on October 17. The hearings 
will be held in the Assembly Room on the 
second floor of the Dawson County Govern-
ment Center.

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER 
bschneider@bigcanoenews.com
   

B
ig Canoe General Manager Jill 
Philmon filed a civil complaint 
for libel and slander against Da-
vid Hopkins, a property owner, 

on August 23. Counts charged in the filing 
allege defamation and invasion of privacy; 
the filing includes the opportunity to 
retract or face punitive damages.
 This case is civil litigation. Philm-
on’s attorneys from the Cumming firm 
of Teague and Chambless LLLP filed the 
11-page complaint in Dawson County 
Superior Court because she lives in the 

Dawson side of Big Canoe. 
 A lawsuit is a series of clearly defined 
steps encompassing specific actions and 
considerations within a timeframe deter-
mined by the court.  
 The defendant has 30 days to answer 
and may also require the plaintiff to 
respond to requests for information. The 
court may allow a few more than 30 days 
to respond but after 45 days the party that 
has not provided the requested informa-
tion would be in default
 “Following submission of all request-
ed documents/information, the next six 
months—called discovery—will focus 
on studying all the documentation and 

information requested by the parties,” 
explained attorney Ron Reemsnyder, an 
Atlanta ‘Super Lawyer’ with over 40 years 
of experience who was managing partner 
of a top 25 Atlanta law firm.
 “Discovery is broadly construed,” he 
added. “The parties (plaintiff/defendants 
attorneys) can ask for any relevant infor-
mation and documents—or any relevant 
information/documents that can lead to 
relevant information. This is a very im-
portant stipulation. There’s no more trial 
by ambush. Discovery has to be shared.”
 If this legal action results in a trial—
likely beginning in spring of 2020—Smoke 
Signals will cover it.

Lydell Mack. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS

Late fall/winter 
hours of operation

 Beginning Tuesday, Nov. 5 and run-
ning though Easter Weekend (April 11-12, 
2020), the Black Bear Pub and clubhouse 
will be closed Monday except for special 
events with a food minimum. Tuesday 
through Saturday food service will be open 
from noon until 8 p.m.; the bar will remain 
open until 9 p.m. Sunday food service 
will be open from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. and 
the bar will remain open without food 
service—snack mix and beverages only—
until 6 p.m.

North Gate changes
 Philmon had previously announced 
Big Canoe’s North Gate would not be 
manned from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m. during 
winter months. The decision was post-
poned to iron out some concerns and has 
now been reinstated starting Thursday, 
Oct. 3. Transponders and the printed 
guest passes will continue to function. In 
the event help is needed, the telephone 
number for dispatch will be posted. Guests 
expected to arrive at Big Canoe after 7 
p.m. should be directed to the Main Gate. 
Public Works has added a turn-around 

area at the North Gate to provide space for 
trucks and other vehicles that may need 
to turn around. Philmon expects to save 
approximately $50,000 with this change. 

Lydell Mack earns certified 
golf course superintendent status

 Director of Operations Jason Brownell 
announced Lydell Mack, Big Canoe’s 
golf course superintendent, has earned 
Certified Golf Course Superintendent 
status through the National Golf Course 
Superintendents Association of America 
(GCSAA).  
 This is an exceptional accomplish-
ment, said Brownell. “This certification 
puts Lydell in an elite group; it puts him 
among the best of the best.” It also says 
something about the quality of care Lydell 
and his team provide for the Big Canoe 

golf courses, he added. 
 In other POA business:  
 • Director of Finance Jayne Hagan 
announced that a comparison of August 
2018-2019 numbers showed net profit up 
by $113,000 and a year-to year comparison 
showed net income up $488,900. Year to 
date through August, there have been 193 
property transactions including 20 newly 
completed homes—and 26 lots sold. The 
average home price year-to-date through 
the end of August was $355,700.  
       • The board unanimously approved 
the Capital Procurement Policy. 
 • With 157 players now signed up for 
the bocce amenity, the new bocce courts 
are “playable” according to Brownell with 
some finish work (lighting, pavilion) in 
process. 
 • Renovations to the lower level of the 
Village Station are complete.
 • Architectural work for renovations 
to the clubhouse kitchens is underway.

“This certification puts 
Lydell in an elite group; 

it puts him among the best 
of the best.”

‘Humor in uniform’ theme of next NGV luncheon
BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

T
welve North Georgia Veterans 
have volunteered to tell humor-
ous stories about their military 
experience at a monthly NGV 

luncheon at Big Canoe’s Clubhouse at Lake 
Sconti. Non-members are welcome to this 
special event.
 At the Wednesday, Oct. 9 luncheon 
Mike Ehrlich, Roger Mosshart, Fred Pirkey, 
Dick Scharf, David Howe, Ben Read and Pat 

Bodelson will share true but humorous sto-
ries of incidents during their military career.
 At a luncheon in early 2020,  Clint Day, 
Pete Mecca, Fred Tucker, James Fraser and 
Phil Anderson will share their humorous 
stories.
 Those who enjoyed the Readers Digest 
monthly “Humor in Uniform” column will 
enjoy this 45-minute live version by some of 
the funniest veterans in North Georgia.
 This will be the last regular NGV 
meeting of the year. On November 6 there 
will be a formal dinner at the Big Canoe 

clubhouse. On Nov.11 at 11:00 a.m. there will 
be a special Veterans Day event at the chap-
el and on Saturday, Dec. 14 the Army-Navy 
football game will be televised at the club-
house at 3:00 p.m.
 Those who have served in the armed 
forces of the United States are invited to 
join the North Georgia Veterans organiza-
tion that meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at the Big Canoe clubhouse for 
lunch and fellowship. More information and 
an application can be found at ngvets.org.

mailto:pfechtner@bigcanoenews.com
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Second Front
BY DAVID HOWE

F
ranklin Cox, Marine combat veteran 
as a forward artillery observer in 
Vietnam and award-winning author, 
spoke at the September 11 North 

Georgia Veterans luncheon at Big Canoe’s 
Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
 Cox detailed his own high stress 
Vietnam combat experience where, in his 
role as a forward observer, any error meant 
the almost certain loss of life of not only his 
fellow soldiers but civilians as well. 
 Cox then went on to describe how he 
later left a 25-year career on Wall Street 
to pursue writing and record the details of 
his wartime experience. The result was an 
award-winning collection of stories entitled 
“Lullabies for Lieutenants: Memoir of a 
Marine Forward Observer in Vietnam, 
1965-66.”
 Cox read excerpts from his book:
“[The forward observer or ‘FO’] must 
anticipate trouble and prepare pre-planned 
fire missions. He must be aware of restrict-
ed areas of fire to avoid striking populated 
villages or friendly air traffic. When his 
unit makes contact with the enemy he must 
quickly and accurately assess the size of 
the force and the types of weapons he is 
facing. He must move to a position where 
he can gather all the information necessary 
to fire artillery at the enemy to not only 
destroy it but to save his Marines. Often, 
he must quickly move from one position to 
another under incoming fire. Sometimes the 
situation requires him to be exposed and 
vulnerable out in the open in order to make 
his observations accurately. 
 “He must determine precisely the en-
emy’s location on his map. He must decide 
which type of artillery shell to request. 
There are choices. White phosphorous (WP) 
shells ignite and incandescently shower tar-
gets with particles that stick, then burn, then 
set on fire. Its effects are good against equip-
ment and excellent against enemy troops. 
High-explosive shells (HE) blow targets up 
by disseminating hot, sharp fragments of 
steel at high velocity.
 “Next the FO must decide which type 
of fuse is best; an HE airburst just above 
enemy troops can be most demoralizing and 
effective.
 “Keep in mind that during all this 
collection and distillation of information 
time is of the essence but not at the expense 
of absolute accuracy. The FO then must 
concisely communicate all the necessary 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com 

T
he Community Dinner tribute 
to 9/11 sold out with more than 
164 people attending. The dinner 
was hosted by the Women’s Golf 

Association and the Men’s Golf Association. 
First responders and veterans in attendance 
were recognized.
 Cocktail hour began at 6 p.m. followed 
by a white glove served plated dinner of 
cheese, meat, olives and fruit appetizers, 
Gerard salad, chicken marsala on linguini 
with roasted beets and Carolyn Witt’s 
cupcakes for dessert. Bill Pound played 
background music during dinner. 
 Peter Vallone, North Georgia Veterans 
(NGV) president introduced the crowd to 
his organization and invited all veterans 
to join the NGV luncheons on the second 
Wednesday of the month. Robin Sievers, 
president of the 18-hole ladies’ group and 
Keith Sievers, president of the Men’s Golf 
Association also spoke to the crowd and 
thanked all of those involved. Golf Pro B.J. 
Crane also spoke to the group.
 Kim Haczynski, Play Day co-chair of 
the 18-hole ladies golf group, organized the 
event which was the largest community 
dinner ever. After dinner Pound continued 
to provide music as the dance floor filled.

Franklin Cox when he served as a forward artillery observer in Vietnam.

Franklin Cox.

From war to award-winning: answering a call

information over his radio via a request 
for artillery support, a Fire Mission, to his 
artillery unit. His communication must be 
flawless. During this process the battle has 
raged around him, but it is secondary to his 
job. 
 “Finally, he waits for the artillery 
Fire Direction Center to compute the data 
and fire the howitzers. He waits with rapt 
attention, staring unblinkingly at the target 
where his shells will soon fall, knowing that 
he had to have done it all without error or in 
a matter of seconds Marines may die from 
friendly fire.”
 Cox returned from the Vietnam War 
saturated with the raw emotions of his 
experience:

 “I denied all feelings in my heart about 
my Vietnam experience after departing. 
When I was there, I never thought I could 
escape it. When I came home, I shoved its 
memories deep into a subconscious file, 
locked the cabinet drawer, and threw away 
the key for a long time. It was so intensely 
real when I was in Vietnam that once gone, 
I renounced it, morphed its existence into 
a surreal cocoon, and buried it way back 
deep inside; the whole trip was too heavy a 
consideration if you wanted to get a life.”
 Cox described how he went on to a 
successful career as a stockbroker on Wall 
Street. When his mother handed him a 
40-year-old stack of more than 60 letters 
Cox had written home from Vietnam, he 

Community dinner tribute to 9/11 
honors veterans, first responders

PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

Kim Haczynski (on left) the organizer of the 
evening) and Robin Sievers. The Community Dinner tribute to 9/11 sold out with more than 164 people attending. Keith Sievers, MGA president.

Peter Vallone, North Georgia Veterans 
(NGV) president introduced the crowd to 
his organization. 

Robin Sievers, president of the 18-hole 
ladies’ group .

described the rush of emotion these letters 
brought back:  
 “I poured through them and the memo-
ries of the most incredible experience of my 
lifetime assaulted me. So, I grabbed the old 
notes and started writing the book.”
 Hours of research and editing pro-
duced his book which was originally pub-
lished in 2010, a catalog of his experience as 
an Artillery Marine Forward Observer.  
 The book won a 2011 Silver Medal for 
Non-Fiction Memoir by the Military Writ-
ers Society of America. He co-authored a 
screenplay adaptation that has won awards 
in its own right and that is under contract 
with a producer for hoped-for high-end 
production.  
 In recounting his own journey from 
Wall Street to writing, Cox urged his 
audience to be alert for the nudge to write. 
He is thrilled with the success of his book, 
loves the work and has two more books in 
progress.
 The Kindle edition of “Lullabies for 
Lieutenants” is available on Amazon for 
$7.25.

The North Georgia Veterans welcome all 
honorably discharged veterans of all military 
services at its monthly luncheons held at 
the Big Canoe Clubhouse at Lake Sconti. 
Meetings begin at 11:30 a.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month. Lunch is $17.00. 
Call the clubhouse for a reservation, which 
is required. Watch for announcements in 
Smoke Signals.

Ed. note: All other italicized paragraphs in 
this article are excerpts from Franklin Cox’s 
book “Lullabies for Lieutenants.” 

"Cox left a 25-year career on Wall Street to pursue writing and record the details of his wartime experience."
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JAY GOLDMAN

POA President’s
Report

 Leave love, 
 not stress.

Life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Company and Allstate 
Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Road, Northbrook, IL 60062, and American Heritage 
Life Insurance Co., 1776 American Heritage Life Drive, Jacksonville, FL 32224. In 
New York, life insurance offered through Allstate Life Insurance Co. of New York, 
Hauppauge, NY. © 2019 Allstate Insurance Co. 94

61
33

0

Make sure your loved ones have one less thing 
to worry about if you're gone, with a whole life 
insurance policy that protects them the way 
you want. Call me today.

Steve Moranos
706-268-1268
88 North Gate Station Drive
Marble Hill
stevemoranos@allstate.com

Big Canoe homeowner
since 2001.

9th Annual 
Holiday Market in Jasper

November 15 & 16, 2019
Chattahoochee Technical College, Jasper, GA 

Over 90 booths of Arts, Crafts, Food, Home Décor,
Fashion, and Much more

FRIDAY NIGHT EXTRAVAGANZA
November 15 - 4:00 to 8:00pm

Tickets $25
(limited number of tickets)

Dinner, Cocktails, Entertainment, Preview Shopping,
and $5 Diva & Dude Dollar Certificate

SATURDAY SPECTACULAR SHOPPING
November 16 - 9:00am to 4:00pm

$1.00 Door Donation
Shop Til You Drop Game is back! 10 Gift Baskets will be given away!

Thank you to our Tree Topper, Shining Star,
Signature Ornament Sponsors

All proceeds benefit local charities and non-profit organizations.
For more information or to purchase tickets call 678-986-0621.

R
ecently, several property own-
ers reminded me of a saying my 
friends and I have been chuckling 
over for many years: “A camel is a 

horse designed by a committee.” This adage 
can apply to many things in life, but I have 
been thinking about how this applies to the 
POA. Certainly, we’d all agree that the POA 
has its “ups and downs.” We have a substan-
tial structure of committees reporting to 
either the board or our general manager. At 
the board work sessions and monthly meet-
ings, we get a lot of guidance from property 
owners about how we should handle any 
particular issue. Ditto from the crowd on 
Facebook! I am not sure that listening to any 
of the groups speaking out gets us the thor-
oughbred race horse they believe we can 
be. However, I believe the input the board 
gets from all corners helps us determine, as 
best we can, whether an action will lead to a 
result fostering common good.
 Let me offer a couple of examples. At 
August’s board meeting, the board approved 
funding for a renovation of the clubhouse 
kitchen which the board believes is a start-
ing point to creating consistently good food 
quality and a good overall dining experi-
ence. Other important steps need to follow 
to make this a reality. Some have told us 
that this is a good step; others believe this is 
part of a spending boondoggle. I believe the 
board’s job is to provide oversite to ensure 
that the dining experience and financial 

performance of the clubhouse are materially 
improved. Riding this camel over this sand 
dune won’t be easy but we believe we will 
get the desired outcome.
 As we learned from the Chambers 
survey, there was much divergence in 
community opinion about what renovation 
of facilities’ and amenities’ priorities should 
be. Some prioritized the clubhouse and its 
kitchen and some believed that maintaining 
our golf courses should be number one. The 
board’s job has been to synthesize the many 
comments received to create a scenario 
that benefits all by sustaining and hopefully 
raising property values.
 I receive many suggestions about how 
to deal with the unrest created through 
social media. As I explained at the August 
work session, the board has been consulting 
with attorneys and law enforcement for 
more than a year on this. It’s been frustrat-
ing because no clear path has been defined 
for us since the POA’s possible actions 
aren’t necessarily the same as those that 
private persons can take. This camel has 
different sized humps and we are trying to 
ensure we don’t fall and will keep our eyes 
on the goal. 
 The more I’ve thought about this (and 
some may say I have too much time to 
think), the more I believe our POA operates 
a lot like a camel. The board wants to listen 

to as many potential 
solutions that are practi-
cal. Some will say we are 
lost in the desert. I can 
assure you that, while 
we are listening, we are 
also not losing sight of 
the oasis we want to 
reach.

What kind of animal 
is the POA?

JAY GOLDMAN

R
ecently this question was pre-
sented in an article and it even 
made me ponder the question.  I 
decided to answer the question.

 Most would say I am the general 
manger of Big Canoe. That would be 
true but not accurate. Being the general 
manager of Big Canoe is what I do, not 
who I am. This begs to ask the question, 
then what do you base decisions on?  I 
make decisions that I feel are best for the 
whole community. I don’t always make 
decisions that I personally prefer. Are 
they always popular? That would be no, 
but in my 30 years I have learned that 
for every decision you make, some will 
be happy, some angry and the majority 
didn’t feel strongly either way. Even 
though my career is important to me, I 
take pride in what I do, and I take the re-
sponsibility very seriously, it’s not really 
who I am.
 Who is Jill Philmon? I was a devot-
ed friend and wife for 38 years and still 
adjusting to life without my anchor and 
support. I was a loving caring daughter to 
my parents. The best thing in life is hav-
ing no regrets about those that have left 
you. I have none. My kids and family are 
important to me and I turn into a Mama 
Bear if I think you are hurting them! This 
includes my newest child Meggy, a 9 lb. 
Cairn Terrier rescue that my daughter 
gave me.  At the end of the day I know I 
will have an unconditional love snuggling 
up to me.
 I enjoy life but never at the expense 
of anyone else. I love laughter and friend-
ship and never take for granted how 
lucky I am to have such close friends. 
Some days would be hard to take if not 
for the dedication from my support base. 
I’m fortunate that I never feel alone, 
although I do get lonely sometimes for 
those that have passed on.
 My favorite bible verse is Ecclesias-
tes 3:4; to everything there is a season, 
“a time to weep and a time to laugh, a 

time to mourn and a time to dance.” I do 
love to dance and yes, I love my wine 
when I’m dancing! I’m grateful for all the 
seasons in life because they have helped 
make me who I am. I am lucky to be part 
of the Big Canoe Chapel family. I am a 
strong believer in prayer and grateful for 
the many prayers that have been said on 
my behalf.
 Who is Jill Philmon? Actually I am no 
one special, yet life has been so special 
to me. I am appreciative that Big Canoe 
crossed my path and I have landed here.  
I have said before there is a sense of 
belonging that I can’t explain, but it gives 
me joy. I’m not perfect at anything I do, I 
just feel good at night to know anything I 
do has my heart in it. I would ask people 
that have never met me not believe 
everything you read. If you don’t like me 
after you’ve met me, then its fair game!
 At the end of life my obit won’t say 
I was a good GM, it will say I was a good 

wife, mother, daugh-
ter, sister, sister-in-
law, aunt, cousin and 
friend—and died with 
no regrets. 
       To me that’s a 
great ending to any 
story.

Who is Jill Philmon?

JILL PHILMON

GM's
Corner

"I’m grateful for all the seasons in life because they 
have helped make me who I am."

JILL PHILMON

Meggy.
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Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 
706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400
E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com
Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

SHELBY COLLINS
Pickens County Board of Realtors 
Top Producing Realtor-2018

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West $110,000
Great View of Lake and Mountains - SOLD

n 112 Disharoon $80,000 - VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 7024 Sourwood Circle $24,999
Interior View!! Level Lot!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll $25,000

n 152 Bellflower Drive $35,000
Seasonal Ridgeline View!

n 327 Woodland Trace $10,000
Corner of Woodland Trace and Lone Wolf - SOLD

35 GADALUTSEE PASS
$439,900 • FMLS #6527302

4 Bedrooms~ 4 Baths
2 Bedrooms on the Main
Minutes from North Gate

NEAR WALKING TRAILS

34 SCONTI RIDGE~ UNIT 405
$134,900 • FMLS #6503544

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
UPDATED!

Lake and Golf Course View

NEW LISTING

55 HILLSIDE DRIVE
$425,000 • FMLS #6527338

4 Bedrooms~4 baths
Central Location

Loaded with Extras

GOLF AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS

95 TREETOP KNOLL
$149,900 • FMLS #6536163

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Centrally located

Walk to Amenities

RIDGE LINE VIEW

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$725,000 • FMLS #6585058

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Inlaw Suite with Kitchen and Private Entry
3 Car Garage/6 Minutes from North Gate

PRIVACY AND A VIEW!

91 LAUREL RIDGE
$325,000 • FMLS #6522697

4 Bedroom~4.5 Baths
Central Location

Walk to Swim Club

MOUNTAIN VIEW

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
$649,500 • FMLS #6564230

4 Bedrooms/3 Full Baths/3 Half Baths
Fabulous View and Convenient Location
Beautiful Landscaping-Gardeners Dream

VIEW!!!

25 TROON CIRCLE
$425,000 • FMLS #6092565

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
On Golf Course 

Wonderful Outdoor Spaces

GOLF COURSE

145 CLIFF FERN POINT
$520,000 • FMLS #6511512

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Convenient Location and VIEW!

Beautiful  Custom Home

VIEW! VIEW! VIEW!

BIG CANOE LOTS

50 TANAGER WAY
$849,000 • FMLS #6520607

4 Bedroom~4.5 Baths
Beautifully Renovated 

Over 3,000 Feet of Outdoor Decks

LAKE FRONT!!

64 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
$275,000 • FMLS #6539935

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Convenient to Village and Amenities

Beautiful Renovation-Wheelchair Ramp

207 MUIRFIELD WAY
$425,000 • FMLS #6034498

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Extras

Golf Course Location

GOLF COURSE

811 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$649,000 • FMLS #6562660

4 Bedrooms~4.5 Baths
One of the best views in Big Canoe!!!

Updated and Move in Ready

LAKE AND MOUNTAIN VIEWS

691 TURNBURY LANE 
$799,000 • FMLS #6118927

4 Bedrooms~5.5 Baths Custom Home - 
3 Car Garage - Golf Course and Lake Views 

Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME

63 THE PADDOCK
$525,000 • FMLS #6092543

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

PRIVATE LOT!

250 SHETLAND TRACE
$325,000 • FMLS #6530656

3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Large Private Lot

4 Season Sun Room 

ONE LEVEL LIVING

1397 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$1,090,000 • FMLS #6527391

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Fabulous Custom Home!

One of the Best Views in Big Canoe!!

PANORAMIC NORTHERN VIEW

142 BLACK GUM DRIVE
$425,000 • FMLS #6564242

4 Bedrooms~3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained and Updated

Near Amenities and Nature Valley

NEW LISTING

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$799,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home
Double Lot-One POA Fee

NEW PRICE

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$375,000 • FMLS #6547506

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW PRICE

40 TROUT LILY TRAIL
$225,000 • FMLS #6539718

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Walk to Nature Valley
Seasonal Interior View

NEW LISTING

95 BUTTERCUP LANE
$399,000 • FMLS #6517039

4 Bedrooms/3.5 BathsFabulous View 
Featured on 2017 Garden Tour

Designers Home-Beautifully done

CUSTOM HOME

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

ESTATE OWNED

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME! NEW LISTING

393 RED COAT PASS
$379,900 • FMLS #6502449

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Charm

Beautifully Maintained

457 SUMMIT DRIVE 
$999,999 • FMLS #6116357

4 Bedrooms~ 4.5 Baths
 Custom Home with Panoramic Views

Loaded with upgrades!

FABULOUS HOME

997 HUNTERS TRACE
$425,000 • FMLS #6112603

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 WEEK!

VIEW

NEW LISTING

2711 WILDERNESS PARKWAY
$325,000 • FMLS #6578207

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
2 Bedrooms on Main
Close to Amenities

SOLD!

313 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$525,000 • FMLS # 6570693

5 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Close to Amenities and Fabulous View!

Newly Renovated

Treat 
Yourself to 
a Mountain 

Home

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

PENDING

SOLD!

PENDING
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PHIL BALDWIN
Associate Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR
770-294-5148 cell 
phil.baldwin@bigcanoe.com
www.bigcanoe.com

• Featured • 

•  20 years’ experience as a licensed Real Estate Broker 
•  Previous Managing Partner of 200+ agent office in North Atlanta; 
    one of the top offices in Metro Atlanta 
•  Associate Broker with Big Canoe® Realty 
•  GRI (Graduate Realtors Institute) 
•  CRS (Certified Residential Specialist) 
•  ABR (Accredited Buyers Representative) 
•  Over 38 years banking experience as a retired Bank President

HOMESITES
•  7344 Skyline Drive $224,900 FMLS #6560547 at Sunrise Dr. 1.84 acre Building Lot in the 
    Bluffs with Mountain Views - REDUCED
•  1207 Deer Run Ridge (Lot #5188) $95,000  FMLS #5993555 
    FABULOUS VIEWS!  1.1 acre building site with 60 mile SE view.  On the top of Sanderlin 
    Mountain at 3000 ft elevation.  Building plans included. - REDUCED
•  9004 Trotters Lane; Equestrian S/D (Lot #9004) $44,900 - REDUCED
    2.3 acre building lot adjacent to deep creek at Meditation Park trail system with views of 
    the trail and creek.  Very private, serene and tranquil setting!
•  2494 Valley View Drive Beautiful Lot with nice view. Great price $9,900

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE:
•  171 Foothills Parkway, The Brownstone Centre
•  13350 Highway 53, Big Canoe Realty Building; upstairs office space available

1036 HUNTERS TRACE • $299,000 
Desirable one level ranch living!  Cozy 3 BR 2 BA 

Craftsman style on large 1.75 acre level Equestrian lot 
which backs up to green space!  Spacious screened 

in porch and grilling deck.  
FMLS #6106647

UNDER CONTRACT

743 COLUMBINE DRIVE • $399,000
Craftsman style main floor living w/Master on Main, including 

custom built-ins. Gourmet kitchen featuring newest upgrades!  
Cathedral ceilings w/exposed beams; 2 great rooms for  

entertaining; Gorgeous landscaped corner lot w/privacy! Large 
400 sq ft EZ breeze rear porch featuring add’l dining room. 

Oversized 2 car garage and ample storage!  Like new condition 
with lots of extras!  3 BR/3.5 BA  FMLS #6543730

615 CHEROKEE TRAIL • $379,000
Craftsman Style 5 B/R, 3 BA, 

Open Family Room with new Gourmet Kitchen, 
large screened porch and private deck, corner lot, fenced 

back yard, Great storage area, near Wildcat Park.  
FMLS # 6590187

REDUCED

132 BLUEBELL CIRCLE • $259,000
3 B/R, 3 BA, Craftsman Style  with 2 BR on main, 
open Family Room and kitchen with 2 fireplaces.  

Large screened in porch, private yard with 
pet fence. Freshly painted. 

FMLS # 6589423

REDUCED

I need new listings!  
Big Canoe supply is low!

Experience matters 
to get results!!

REDUCED

BY WAYNE TIDWELL 
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com 

W
atching what you drink 
rather than what you eat 
can be a more effective way 
to lose weight, Steve Panet-

ta, director of Wellness Activities at Big 
Canoe, told the Squires & Stags breakfast 
crowd at The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti on 
September 6.
 “Research shows that cutting liquid 
calories strips weight faster than slashing 
food calories, Panetta said. “By cutting your 
drink calories in half you could lose up to 
23 pounds of sugar-inflated flab this year 
alone, without changing a single thing you 
eat.”
 Some of the reasons for that is the 
development of special contents of bever-
ages of virtually every category over the 
past 130 years by creative scientists and 
marketers. Panetta provided a list of what 
he called “the worst moments in beverage 
history,” naming the culprits who have 
helped create a world of overweight and 
obese citizens. Here is his list:
 In 1886 an Atlanta pharmacist devel-
ops the formula for Coca Cola syrup; the 
basis for a sweet tonic purported to reme-
dy a host of maladies with the stimulating 
kick of caffeine and cocaine. The cocaine 
is removed from the formula just after the 
turn of the century, but coca leaf remains 
in Coke’s formula to this day—albeit in the 
form of a non-narcotic extract. 
 In 1963 Tab, a diet beverage containing 
the now illegal artificial sweetener cycla-
mate is introduced nationwide. Cyclamate 
is banned six years later due to cancer 
fears, Tab switches to a formula that bal-
ances saccharin with a touch of sugar. 
 In 1971 Dallas restaurant owner 
Mariano Martinez tweaks an old ice cream 
maker to invent the world’s first Margarita 
machine, which can pump out drinks faster 
than a blender ever could. The device 
quickly becomes popular, transforming 
what was once a fresh lime libation into a 
sugar-loaded slushy for adults.
 In 1976 7-Eleven introduces the Big 
Gulp, a gargantuan 32-ounce fountain soda. 
At the time of its introduction, it costs 
about 40 cents, the same as a16-ounce 
bottled soda.
 Inc1985 Dairy Queen blurs the line 
between beverage and dessert when it 
introduces the Blizzard. The creation is 
really an oversized sundae, but because 
it’s served from a cup, people suck it down 
with burgers and fries. DQ sells more than 
175 million the first year.

Steve Panetta chats with Squires & Stag members about healthy alternatives. BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Watching what you drink a good way to lose weight

 Most importantly, in the late 1980s 
Coca Cola and Pepsi replace sugar with 
high fructose corn syrup. It’s less costly, 
allowing retailers to sell a 64-ounce drink 
for the same price as an 8-ounce drink. It’s 
addictive and doesn’t tell you when you are 
full and prevents the body from producing 
key hormones that regulate energy cycles. 
It inhibits hunger so that your body cannot 
tell when it’s full. High fructose corn syrup 
can only be metabolized by the liver, 
compared to sugar that can be processed 
by any cell in the body, which means 
high fructose corn syrup is turned into a 
triglyceride and laid down as fat. 
 In 1995 Starbucks begins selling 
frappuccinos, creating a new market for 
600-calorie coffee-milkshake hybrids, com-
plete with whipped cream topping. 
 In 2004 A USDA report reveals that 97 
percent of high schools now have vending 
machines, helping to make candy, cookies 
and soda the three most popular foods 
among students. Just two years prior, the 
nationwide obesity rate for children hits 17 
percent, roughly three times what it was in 
the late 1970s. It’s currently at 18.5 percent.  
The adult obesity rate is at approximately 
30 percent.

Choice of drinks important to health
 Coffee is an excellent choice. It is 
loaded with antioxidants and caffeine 
has been shown to speed up metabolism, 
according to Panetta. 
 “Just be careful of the amount of 
cream,” he said. “Milk is a good choice as it 
provides protein and calcium.”
 He recommended organic over regular.

 Panetta warns that the juice in your 
fridge may be a glass of sugar water. “Look 
at the calories per serving,” he said. “If the 
sugar content is in the mid-20s or higher 
it’s not much better than drinking a glass of 
soda. 
 Sodas are the biggest culprits when it 
comes to washing down lunch, according 
to Panetta. 
 “Not only do these syrupy beverag-
es add inches to our waistlines they’re 
just not working hard enough to keep us 
hydrated,” he said. “If you need something 
sweet to wash down that turkey sandwich, 
make sure your drink of choice has less 
than 100 calories and provides some nu-
trition in return. Lightly sweetened ice tea 
and the selection of water-juice hybrids fit 
the bill.”
 And apparently, diet sodas are not the 
answer.
 “The thought that diet sodas are 
good for you since they contain no sugar, 
calories or fat is a misconception,” Panetta 
said. “There is no nutritional value in a diet 
soda, the beverage is simply comprised of 
synthetic chemicals.”
 Sweet teas served in fast food restau-
rants are very high in sugar content, 
according to Panetta.
 New and exotic coffee drinks fool 
many into thinking they are healthy and 
non-fattening.

 “These days, afternoon pick-me-ups 
have morphed into afternoon ‘fill-me-outs,’” 
Panetta said. “Two thirds of Starbucks cus-
tomers opt for blended drinks over regular 
brewed coffee. The average calorie impact 
is an increase of 239 calories, versus 60 to 
65 calories in a brewed coffee or tea, even 
after cream and sugar are added. Starbuck’s 
Peppermint White Chocolate Mocha has 95 
grams of sugar and 660 calories.”
 In moderation, alcohol can be very 
beneficial and is according to Panetta. It 
improves the metabolism, good for HDL 
cholesterol.
 Alcohol is calorie rich with no nutri-
tional content. Just empty calories. Our 
bodies deal with alcohol in a different man-
ner than other forms of carbohydrates; our 
bodies utilize the alcohol first as a source 
of energy before using carbohydrates or 
fats.
 Alcohol in moderation has been 
shown to raise HDL (good cholesterol), 
boost blood flow and improve sugar me-
tabolism, according to Panetta.
 “A gin and tonic has 15 grams of sugar 
and 171 calories,” he said. “So one gin and 
tonic is fine. Two, three or four is trouble.”
 Beer ranges in calories from 96 
calories in a Miller Lite to 330 calories in 
a Sierra Nevada Big Foot, according to 
Panetta. Red wine has 165 calories per 6 oz 
glass and white has 125 calories.
 “Nothing beats a glass of ice-cold 
water,” Panetta said. “And to keep from 
overeating, consume a large glass of water 
30 minutes prior to your meal.”
 Panetta reminded the group that the 
human body is about 60 percent water; 
blood is 90 percent water. He said water 
lubricates the joints, helps cure heartburn, 
helps prevent back pain, can help a mi-
graine, helps prevent high blood pressure, 
prevents and helps cure adult-onset dia-
betes, helps lower blood cholesterol, and 
helps digestion. He said carbonated water 
drinks are “fantastic alternatives” to sodas.

Squires & Stags meets in the Mountains 
Grille at The Clubhouse at Lake Sconti the 
first Friday of the month. Coffee is ready 
at 7:45 a.m. followed by a buffet breakfast 
served at 8 a.m. Big Canoe residents and 
guests are invited to attend the meeting. 
The price of breakfast is $13 payable on 
your POA account or by cash at the door. 
Reservations are required and must be 
received by noon on Thursday before the 
Friday morning meeting. You may also call 
(706) 268-3346 to make reservations.

“Cutting liquid calories 
strips weight faster than 
slashing food calories."
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Active Adult Living                 
    …at a Higher Level!

4Visit our Model & Design Studio

4Pick out your home plan

4Select your private wooded lot

4Pick your finishes and fixtures

4Get ready for a new relaxed lifestyle

CALL TODAY: 770-335-7675
thevillagebwc.com

Located on Steve Tate Hwy between the Big Canoe® Gates
2625 Steve Tate Hwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148

Contact Doug Hosmer/Broker, Harry Norman, REALTORS  
C:770-335-7675 O: 770-893-2400

1549 Valley View Drive • $549,000 
5BR/3FB/2HB, FMLS #6105536

NEW PRICEFURNISHED

The best move you’ll ever make.TM

©2006 Harry Norman, Realtors, A HomeServices of America, Inc. Company. All rights reserved. Licensed in Georgia and North Carolina. Equal Housing Opportunity.  Big Canoe is a registered service mark of Big 
Canoe Company, LLC. Harry Norman, Realtors  is not affiliated with the Big Canoe Company, LLC, and no such representation is intended or implied.  Information believed to be accurate but not warranted. 

200 Foothills Parkway, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

LAND & HOME SITES:
70 Foothills Pkwy, #1 - $150,000, FMLS #6501576 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #2 - $150,000, FMLS #65502023 
70 Foothills Pkwy, #3 - $175,000, FMLS #6502025 
2107 McElroy Mtn Drive - $130,000, FMLS #5992403 
240 Sanderlin Mtn Drive N - $65,000, FMLS #6534583 
8115 Disharoon Drive - $79,000, FMLS #6124867 
112 Disharoon Drive - $80,000, FMLS #5868565
00 Valley View Drive - $69,000, FMLS #5829591 
2653 Sconti View Drive - $79,000, FMLS #6088686 
273 Andes Ridge - $65,000, FMLS #6074686
Lot 29 Bridge Rd - $45,188, FMLS #6552338 
Lot 26 Bridge Rd - $47,125, FMLS #6552589 
Lot 32 Bridge Rd - $45,038, FMLS #6524324 
152 Bellflower Drive - $35,000, FMLS #6072795 
889 Cherokee Trail - $25,000, FMLS #5992396 
7024 Sourwood Circle, $24,999, FMSL #6510001 
6034 Buck Skull Ridge Rd, $125,000, FMLS #6593165 

5618 Highway 52 • $1,895,000
FMLS #5975072

PRIVATE LAKE 

84 Sourwood Circle • $375,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6547506

NEW PRICE

457 Summit Drive • $999,999
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6116357

STUNNING VIEWS

11 Wood Poppy Court • $799,000
5BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6086299

NEW PRICE

401 Summit Drive • $649,500
4BR/3FB/3HB, FMLS #6024412

NEW PRICE 

776 Black Bear Trail • $725,000
6BR/6.5BA, FMLS #6042958

NEW PRICE

1114 Quail Cove Drive • $276,000
2BR/3BA, FMLS #6044512

NEW PRICE

15 Wild Turkey Lane • $344,900
3BR/2.5BA, FMLS #6050376

NEW PRICE

63 The Paddock • $525,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6092543

NEW PRICE

64 Highland Farms Ct • $275,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6539935

NEW LISTING

www.HarryNormanBC.comSee all our listings at ...

Broker/Owner

Doug 
Hosmer

 Maggie 
Hosmer 

Jay 
Foster

Bert 
Sellars

Pat 
Thuman 

Shelby 
Collins

Sam 
Naff

Paul
Foretich

Jack
Updegraff

Tania                        
Baaske

Rosemarie 
Heindel

Dave
Patton

Helen 
Carlock

Sandra 
Jones

Mark
Malone

Alice 
Lee 

Wanda
Stewart

N. GA’s Premier
55+ Community

Single Level Living 
Starting at $396,500!

393 Red Coat Pass • $379,900 
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6502449

NEW PRICE

34 Sconti Ridge, Unit #405 • $134,900
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6503544

NEW LISTING

96 White Aster Lane • $664,500
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6516566

NEAR NORTH GATE 

145 Cliff Fern Point • $520,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6511512

NEW PRICE

10 Poplar Circle • $299,500
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6511266

NEW PRICE

432 Huckleberry Trail • $235,000
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6514233

NEW PRICE

1397 Black Bear Trail • $1,090,000
4BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6527391

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS 

50 Tanager Way • $849,000
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6520607

NEW PRICE 

55 Hillside Drive • $425,000
4BR/4BA, FMLS #6527338

NEW PRICE

532 Cherokee Trail • $438,000
4BR/4BA, FMLS #6522217

NEW PRICE

113 Yanoo Trace • $299,900
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6522825

NEW PRICE

158 Treetop Knoll Drive • $162,900
2BR/2FB/2HB, FMLS #6531822

NEW PRICE

40 Trout Lily Trail • $225,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6539718

NEW LISTING

71 Upper Creek Trail Rd • $359,900
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6524188

NEW ELLIJAY LISTING 

95 Treetop Knoll Drive • $149,900
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6536163

NEW LISTING 

MODEL HOME & DESIGN CENTER
OPEN: Tuesday-Saturday  10 AM - 4 PM

OPEN: Sunday 1 PM - 5 PM
By Appointment on Monday

   Full Assisted Living by The Oaks
   Opening Q-1, 2021

811 McElroy Mtn Drive • $649,000
4BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6562660

NEW LISTING 

201 Royal Fern Trail • $565,000
3BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6559137

NEW PRICE

87 Yanoo Trace • $429,000
5BR/4.5BA, FMLS #6552889

NEW PRICE

781 Woodland Trace • $225,000
3BR/2BA, FMLS #6555990

NEW PRICE

142 Blackgum Drive • $425,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6564242

NEW PRICE

313 Ridgeview Drive • $525,000
5BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6570693

NEW PRICE 

179 Summit Drive • $595,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6581257

NEW LISTING 

44 Wilderness Knoll • $529,000
4BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6573919

NEW LISTING 

76 Treetopper Circle • $139,900 
2BR/2BA, FMLS #6578171

NEW LISTING 

611 Fairway Drive • $349,900
4BR/3BA, FMLS #6588041

NEW BENT TREE LISTING 

211 Shetland Trace • $314,900
3BR/3BA, FMLS #6586793

NEW LISTING 

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

578 Crooked Tree Drive • $599,000
5BR/6.5BA, FMLS #6609959

NEW DAWSONVILLE LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

Kim 
Starke

UNDER CONTRACT

691 Turnbury Lane • $799,000
4BR/5.5BA, FMLS #6118927

NEW LISTING

301 Kilmartin Point • $450,000
3BR/3.5BA, FMLS #6616353

NEW LISTING

8 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  OCTOBER 2016 OCTOBER 2016 S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  9 A
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Join Us to Vote Fran Farias          

A Rock Solid Choice for POA Board                                            

Fran Farias • 404-625-4741
11552 Big Canoe, Big Canoe, GA 30143

Email:
RockSolidPOA@gmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

“Drawing on my  
extensive business and 
volunteer experiences, 
skills and knowledge, 
I will serve our  
community with  
respect and fairness. 
I will foster a caring 
spirit, preserve and 
protect our unique 
environment and work 
to make Big Canoe  
a beautiful and  
welcoming community 
to live, work and play”.

Sandy Albrecht
  and Sam Pullara
Lynda and Pat Bodelson
Katherine and Gary Cherry
Pat and Lloyd Collins
Gail and Ted Cooper
Nancy and Louis Cowart
Becky Denney
  and David Keller
Sandy and Jeff Downing
Susan and Paul Eanes
Susan and Steve Elder
Rob Emerson and Norma 
   Niehoff-Emerson 
Elaine and John Fitzgerald
Sandra and Ham Gadd 
Kim Haczynski 
Bob Hagan

Sylvia and Lamar Helms
Debbie and Paul Jones
Barbara and Bob Knysz
Jeanne and Marty Korn
Kay and Hollis Lathem
Patsy and Jim Long
Denise and Brad Morgan
Dianna and Carl Peterson
Linda and Cecil Schneider
Kay and Pete Smith
Tudi and Ted Sprague
Mary Beth and Stan Stoudenmire
Rebecca Umbaugh
Barbara and Mike Whatley
Susan and John Willson
Judy and Steve Wiggins
Linda and Phil Yeakel

In Memoriam

Linda Rae Allen
October 8, 1941—September 4, 2019

Linda Rae Allen, 77, of Griffin, for-
merly of St. Simons Island and Big 
Canoe, died Sept. 4, 2019. 
       A former president of the Big 

Canoe Property Owners Association and 
long-time Big Canoe resident, Allen was 
the widow of Dr. Jimmy R. Allen.

 She believed in the power of edu-
cation and earned degrees from Young 
Harris College, Georgia State University 
and Emory University School of Law. Allen 
started her working career as an educator 
and later became an attorney. 
 Allen was very involved with the Big 
Canoe community. In 2005 the Big Canoe 
POA asked her to head up the effort to 

develop Leadership Big Canoe (LBC), a 
new program for community leaders. 
 She is survived by her sister, Jo Mc-
Coy; niece, Dawn Truemper; uncle, Donald 
Rawlings; and three loving dogs, Tut, 
Princess and Swank. Contributions may be 
made to ASPCA or to the Georgia Humane 
Society in her memory.

Dr Jimmy Allen and Linda Allen
Linda Allen (second from left) with her steering committee to develop and launch 
Leadership Big Canoe in Sept. 2005. From left to right, Fred Omundson, Allen, Bill 
Saling, Charlotte McCloskey and Bennett Whipple.

Carolyn Gray

T
he many friends of Carolyn Gray 
were saddened to learn of her 
death on August 7. Carolyn and her 
husband of 63 years Dave had spent 

the past few years living in Naples, Fla. and 
Big Canoe. Carolyn was known and loved for 
her many wonderful character traits. She was 
the consummate hostess, welcoming friends 
with warmth, delicious food and creative and 
beautiful settings. She would sit with friends 
who were recovering from surgery or were 
ill, knitting while she kept them company. Her 
creativity showed in her home décor where 
she collected interesting art (she had several 
pieces of “Cornbread’s” work), furniture she 
had refinished—even a handknitted, uphol-
stered chair. She was stylish and fun in her dé-
cor and her wardrobe. A tennis player, golfer, 
knit whiz, book clubber and excellent bridge 
player, she was humble, loyal, smart, kind and 
great fun. She spent years volunteering for 
worthy causes. Even when she wasn’t feeling 
well, she put on a brave face and confronted 
her ailments with humor and strength.
 In addition to her husband, she is survived 
by a daughter Lynne Dorman, grandson An-
drew Dorman and her golden doodle Gracie.
 Because of her love for dogs, her family 
asks that those who would like to honor 
her memory, donation to Big Canoe Animal 
Rescue.
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... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

m

Listing 
and 

Selling 
the Best 

of Big 
Canoe

m

NEW LISTING

3088 SKITTS MOUNTAIN RD.
The Ultimate Country Retreat

4BR, 3BA, 2HLF BA, ~  $1,360,000

NEW LISTING

1070 BROOK KNOLL LANE
The Orchards at Brannon Oak Farm 

Cumming’s Nicest Active Adult 
Community

3BR, 3BA  ~   $369,900

FINEST VIEW

930 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Magnificent View, Gourmet Kitchen, 

Needs Nothing! 
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $674,900

NEW LISTING

108 RIDGE VIEW DRIVE
BALL GROUND

2 Acre Estate with Pool
6BR, 6.5BA  ~  $644,900

NEW LISTING

182 SCONTI RIDGE UNIT #440
Renovated 4th Tee Condo
 3BR, 2BA  ~  $179,000

NEW LISTING

18 CHOCTAW RIDGE
Former Model, “EarthCraft” home 

with extensive upgrades
5BR, 4.5BA  ~  $459,000

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

158 WOODSTREAM POINT
Total Remodel, Handicap Accessible, 

Close to North Gate  
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $399,000

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

NEW LISTING

74 CHEROKEE WAY
Beautiful Home in Great Neighborhood 

and Best Location 
4BR, 3BA  ~  $434,500

PLEASE VISIT MY NO REGISTRATION WEBSITE FOR ALL BIG CANOE LISTINGS & COMMUNITY INFO.

www.CampriniandCompany.com

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023
325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com
Jack Camprini

REALTOR 
BIG CANOE RESIDENT

NEW PRICE

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mountain 
Lodge combining spectacular 

views, masterful craftsmanship 
and complete tranquility.

6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,200,000

NEW PRICE

63 STAMP MILL RD
ACHASTA

Great Opportunity
 4BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $425,000

FABULOUS TIMBER FRAME

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta
Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (10 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Member 400 North Board of Realtors
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA  ~  $625,000

MOTIVATED SELLERS!

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $499,000

SHOWCASE HOME 

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5B  ~  $1,150,000

OPPORTUNITY

 424 COLUMBINE DR.
Plummer Cabin with Year Around 

Beautiful Long Range Views
3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $205,000

CUSTOM SOUTHERN COLONIAL

18 NUGGET LANE
Quality Custom Home on 1.59 Acres

4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $729,000

FEATURED HOMESITES

FULLY FURNISHED

367 WINDFLOWER DRIVE
Turn Key!  

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $389,000

QUALITY FAMILY HOME

87 WOODPECKER WAY
Sq. Footage, Curb Appeal and 

Quality Throughout  
 5BR, 3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA 

$499,000

STYLE AND LOCATION

234 PETIT RIDGE DRIVE 
Custom Built Home in Prime Location

4BR,  3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA
 $599,000

• 2641 Sconti Point - $99,500, Fabulous Lake Sconti and Golf Course Lot with Stream
• 6501 Buckskull Ridge - $165,000  
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mountain Rd  - $99,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!
• 4109 Woodland Trace - $18,500 - Heavily Wooded Lot w/Great Location
• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Dr - $165,000 -  Level entry lot with Big View to Amicolola, Dahlonega and Mt Yonah.
• 8133 Wilderness Parkway - $57,500 - Mature trees, natural hardwoods and 2 Streams!
• 4043 Quail Cove - $35,000 -  Walk to Lake Petit
• 8188 Willow Dr, $55,900 -  Great Lot with View

REDUCED

78 PONY LANE
Custom Built/Great Value & Location

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $369,000

NEW LISTING

2831 MIDDLECREEK WAY
Pristine 55+ Condo 

2BR, 2.5BA  ~  $425,000

NEW LISTING

80 TEABERRY LANE
Warm and Gracious Home in a great 
location w/Beautiful Mountain Views

5BR, 4.5BA  ~  $849,000

NEW LISTING

287 SHETLAND TRACE
Big Canoe’s Finest Rustic Cabin

3 BR, 3BA  ~  $349,900 

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

CUSTOM UPDATED LAKEFRONT

95 SWALLOW POINT
Fabulous Lake & Mountain Views

4BR, 4BA  ~  $699,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

 62 CRAZY BEAR
Magazine Quality Total Renovation 

Big Canoes BEST!!!
3BR, 3BA ~  $299,000

SOLD

 FENCED YARD

508 COVE LAKE DRIVE
Private Gated Lake Community
3BR, 3.5 BA  ~  $429,000

SOLD

SOLD
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PAUL FORETICH  
404.606.8111

foretich@mindspring.com

JACK UPDEGRAFF  
678.231.1302
jlupdegraff@bellsouth.net

The Home Team
Honest • Dependable • Professional

Big Canoe Residents

200 Foothills Parkway • Marble Hill, GA 30148

Office: 770.893.2400

New Summer Listings

113 Yanoo Trace • 4BR/3.5BA  
#6522825 $299,900

158 Treetop Knoll • 2BR/2.5BA  
#6531822 $162,900

87 Yanoo Trace • 5BR/4.5BA  
#6552889 $429,000

201 Royal Fern Trail • 3BR/4.5BA  
#6559137 $565,000

4150 Chattahoochee Road • 5BR/5.5BA  
#6570497 $1,400,000

532 Cherokee Trail • 4BR/4BA  
#6522217 $438,000

SOLD!

NEW PRICE!

NEW PRICE!

UNDER CONTRACT!
Call The Home Team today 

to see how we can help you. 
Inside or outside the gates, 
you’ll have The Home Team 

advantage.

POA 
Board Candidate

Candace (Candy) Robertson

  

• For responsible 
 efficient and 
 effective 
 management of 
 our revenues 
 and expenses.

• Maintain and enhance our 
 community’s amenities and 
 infrastructure with responsive 
 leadership.

• Protect and promote the interests   
 of all residents based upon 
 transparent leadership. 

“Preparing for the next 50 years”

WWW.BC-STRONG.COM
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BY CALVERT JOHNSON

J
ess Riddle, executive director of 
Georgia ForestWatch, will speak on 
“Georgia’s Mountain Treasures” for the 
Knowledge Series, Sunday Oct.6 at 4:30 

p.m. in the Mountains Grille Room at the 
clubhouse. 
 The Southern Appalachians are a 
remarkable part of the world. Renowned 
for their biodiversity, the region is home to 
2,250 species of vascular plants, 175 species 
of terrestrial birds, and 80 species of reptiles 
and amphibians. Each year, over 11 million 
visitors lace up their boots, hop on their 
bikes, or grab their rods and reels to enjoy 
these wonders. Only a tiny sliver, however, 
has permanent protection from exploitation 
and use that leaves lasting scars. In North 
Georgia, we still have wild areas without 
road tracts with intact ecosystems in need 
of protection. These areas are Georgia’s 
Mountain Treasures. For the past two years, 
Georgia ForestWatch has put boots on the 
ground to explore, research, and document 
these little known natural refuges. This 
presentation will explore the rare species, 
clean waters, spectacular landscapes, and 
old-growth forests that call Georgia’s 
Mountain Treasures home.

BY JANE GALVIN
 

T
he beginning years 
of Big Canoe Animal 
Rescue (BCAR) forged 
friendships that have 

remained strong over the years.
 A common bond was 
formed that never left even 
though former volunteers moved 
away, spouses died and serious 
illnesses prevailed.
 These volunteers were re-
sponsible for taking BCAR from 
crates on property at the North 
Gate to the rescue it is today.
 Two such volunteers were 
Linda Lee Gordon and Marilyn 
Bolton. Twenty-two years of 
friendship formed and continued 
by shared love of animals and 
BCAR.
 Recently Linda Lee had a 
devastating injury that put her in 
Northeast Georgia Medical Cen-

ter for spinal surgery and then 
Shepherd Spinal Center for re-
hab. She is now awaiting transfer 
to a rehab facility in Nashville.
     While most of her friends 
were busy sending get well 
cards, Marilyn was busy making 
Linda Lee a throw she would 
never forget and is sure to help 
her recovery. Taking pictures 
of dogs from the beginning to 
the present that have special 
meaning in both women’s lives, 
Marilyn fashioned a throw that 
will remind Linda Lee on a daily 
basis the difference she made in 
the hundreds of dogs’ lives, even 
being a failed foster to a couple 
of them.
     May the spirit of these BCAR 
dogs speed her recovery along.
Noel, Sandy, Trotter, Bear and 
Cornbread would expect nothing 
less.

Throw created by Marilyn Bolton. PHOTO BY MARY JO COX

Georgia ForestWatch topic of Oct. 6 Knowledge Series program

Healing memories 
of Big Canoe Animal Rescue

It’s time to update your 
2020 Big Canoe Community 

Directory information
BY TERI SAWYER 

 Have you moved to 
another address in Big 
Canoe? Did you drop your 
Big Canoe landline? Did you 
switch email addresses? If 
you answered yes to any of 
these questions, you need 
to update your 2020 Big Canoe Community 
Directory entry. The deadline for corrections and/
or additions is Friday, Oct. 4, 2019
 If you answered no, here is another 
question for you: Is your 2019 directory entry 
completely correct? If the answer is no, contact 
Teri Sawyer to update your information. The POA 
needs your help in keeping the Community Direc-
tory current and reliable for all property owners.
 Carefully review your 2019 Community Di-
rectory entry; if you have changes, please contact 
Teri Sawyer.
 If you are a new property owner or long-
term renter in Big Canoe and do not have a 
current directory entry, directory forms are at the 
fitness center, Canoe Lodge, postal facility and 
are available on the Big Canoe POA website, 
under the Programs & Events tab. Please return 
all forms to Teri Sawyer at the Canoe Lodge or 
via email, tsawyer@bigcanoepoa.org.

Jess Riddle.

 Riddle is a Georgia native with over 
15 years of experience researching and 
advocating for forests. He holds a master of 
science from the State University of New 
York College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry where he studied how climate 
impacts tree growth. He has also partici-
pated in research on forests’ response to 
floods, how forests change over time, and 
maximum tree size in California, Nebras-
ka, Iowa, North Carolina, and Tennessee. 
Locally, he led Georgia ForestWatch’s ini-
tiative to document remaining old-growth 
forests and recently authored “Georgia’s 
Mountain Treasures: The Unprotected 
Wildlands of the Chattahoochee-Oconee 
National Forests”. He is interested in every-
thing that lives in the woods that doesn’t 
run away from him.
 Reservations are required to ensure 
a $10 seat at the presentation by register-
ing online on the www.bigcanoepoa.org 
website listing of upcoming events, or by 
emailing tsawyer@bigcanoepoa.org. At-
tendance is limited to the first 100 reserva-
tions. Registration at the door at the time of 
the program is $12. Cancellation is required 
by 3:00 pm on Friday October 4. Without a 
cancellation, the appropriate POA account 

will be charged, in keeping with standard 
Clubhouse policy. 
 Registration fees cover expenses of 
the Knowledge Series, including a con-
tribution to the charity identified by the 
speaker in lieu of honorarium. The budget 
of the Knowledge Series is set to break 
even over the course of the year, including 
this Sunday afternoon series, the summer 
Big Canoe Experts Series, the winter TED 
Talks, Great Decisions discussion groups 
on foreign policy, and Destination Dinners 
focusing on other nations.
 The November 10 Knowledge Series 
program will feature Dr. Amy Lovell, pro-
fessor of astronomy, Agnes Scott College, 
speaking on the 50th anniversary of the 
first moon walk and current plans for lunar 
exploration.
 Members of the Advisory Council of 
The Knowledge Series are Calvert (Cal) 
Johnson, chair; Gay Abbott, Bob Anderson, 
Bob Bachman, Jim Crupi, Ken Dutter, Brad 
Fain, Teresa Freeman, Rhonda Gallaspy, 
Bob Littell, and Rhonda Stock. For further 
information, please contact Cal at calvert-
johnson@gmail.com. 
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Blinds
by Design

888-338-1303 • 706-669-1244 • Lynne Pitters
www.blindsbydesignllc.com

Hunter Douglas  •  Additional Brands Available  •  Free Estimates & Installation  

including custom window 
coverings, tinting and shutters.

Treatments

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ...

Window

Serving your community 
for 14 years

We offer a wide variety of Graber, Hunter Douglas 
window fashions to meet all your needs, 

including favorites like Duette® 
Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette® Window 

Shadings, Luminette® Privacy Sheers, 
wood blinds, shutters and more. 

Our services include design consultations 
and professional window coverings 

measuring and installation.

T
he North Georgia Veterans col-
lected $1,938 in donations at the 
July 6 Terraces Concert for the 
SHARE program at the Shepherd 

Center in Atlanta.
 The SHARE Military Initiative is a 
comprehensive rehabilitation program 
that focuses on assessment and treatment 
for service men and women who have 
sustained a mild to moderate traumatic 
brain injury, along with co-occurring PTSD 
or other mental health concerns (such as 
depression or anxiety), from service in post-
9/11 conflicts. 
 The Shepherd Center Foundation, in 
response sent a thank-you letter to NGV 
explaining how the NGV donation would 
be used to help veterans. NGV thanks the 
many donors at the July 6 concert who 
make this possible and shares portions of 
the Shepherd letter below: 
 “This gift will support Shepherd Center 
in providing the comprehensive care that 
our service members need in dealing with 
the physical, behavioral and emotional dif-
ficulties caused by traumatic brain injuries. 
The program provides the resources and 
tools needed to eliminate, reduce or effec-
tively cope with symptoms of these injuries, 
often coupled with post-traumatic stress, 
and successfully return veterans to their 
home, family and community. SHARE pro-
vides our patients with a chance to restore 
the hope that is often lost after dealing with 
these chronic issues on a long-term basis. 
 “The SHARE Military Initiative offers 
a broad continuum of care, specifically 
tailored to meet the needs of each patient, 
including complimentary housing, physi-
cal, occupational, vocational and speech 
therapy, life coaching, therapeutic recre-
ation, and legal, financial and psychological 
counseling, among many other programs. 
SHARE staff assists clients with the return 
to work and/or school, provides peer sup-
port through military volunteers and assists 
clients in navigating the VA system and the 
Med Board process.
 “All activities are available in one 
centralized location and supervised by the 
same medical team, so that all aspects of 
a client's care are working in concert with 
each other, as opposed to the more frag-
mented system that many of our clients 
have experienced throughout their time in 
other military treatment systems. Finally, 

Shepherd Center thanks 
North Georgia Veterans 

for SHARE support

through Shepherd Center's Transitional 
Support program, case managers follow 
SHARE patients for a year or more post-dis-
charge in order to ensure that they are 
meeting all of their goals and successfully 
reintegrating into their home communities.”
 “We are proud to have donated to the 
SHARE program and appreciate the effort 
of our veterans who participated in collect-
ing donations at the July 6 concert and to 
the generous response by the community,” 
NGV President Peter Vallone said. 
 Vallone also pointed out that some con-
cert attendees responded to the appeal and 
sent donations directly to SHARE. Those 
contributions were not included in the 
amount.
 One hundred cents of every dollar 
collected went to the SHARE program. No 
administrative expenses are deducted.
 The Shepherd Center, located in 
Atlanta is a private not-for-profit hospital 
specializing in medical treatment, research 
and rehabilitation of people with spinal cord 
injury, brain injury, multiple sclerosis, spine 
and chronic pain, and other neuromuscular 
conditions. 
 Donations can be sent directly to the 
Shepherd Center, 2020 Peachtree Rd. N.W., 
Atlanta, GA 30309. More information about 
the SHARE program can be found at www.
shepherd.org

Submitted by the North Georgia Veterans

 

This summer, 
Big Canoe’s Ali 
Fabbro teamed 
with Cresswind’s 
Andrea Bernal to 
win the Georgia 
Recreation and Park 
Association’s 7th 
District (Dawson 
County) 30+ group 
for women’s doubles 
in pickleball. The 
duo advanced to 
the GRPA State 
Championship, 
September 14, and 
brought home gold 
in the 4.0 skill level, 
30-39 age bracket. 
Congratulations! 
PHOTO BY MANUEL 

YOUSHIMATZ

Big Canoe’s Ali Fabbro 
brings home gold
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438 RED FOX DRIVE
$689,000 • 5BR/5.5BA 

Beautiful long range NE Mtn 
View. Spacious home. 

Want Your Home SOLD?
Please call me. Let me help sell your home.

Ask For Steve

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $339,900 • 4BR/4BA
Great value/Mtn views.

201 WOODLAND TRACE 

193 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE 135 MALLARD COVE

T E S T I M O N I A L S

341 SYCAMORE TRAIL 

64 GENTLE DOVE WALK
 

80 TWIN CREEKS DR

2536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE

 

39 WHITE ASTER LANE

65 LAUREL RIDGE
$254,900 • 3BD/3.5BA

Great value.

75 BUCKSKULL HOLLOW
$219,900 • 5BD/2BA
Cabin near amenities.

141 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$429,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Beautiful Rustic Craftsman

5529 Red Fox @ $279k - 3.5 acres backing to Dawson Forest w/big views NE.
7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.

8269 Cox Mtn Lane @ $159,900 - Long range mountain views from 2 acre homesite. Near amenities and Gate. On prestigious Cox Mountain.
5573 Red Fox Lane @ $124.9k - Private 3.28 acre homesite w/beautiful NE views towards Amicalola Falls.

3576 Blazingstar @ $99k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end of cul de sac, in Wildcat.
4044 Quail Cove Dr @ $99.5k - Large 2+ acre homesite with seasonal lake and mountain views. Great build site.

113 Bluestern NW  @ $79k - Terrific value in Wildcat neighborhood. Easy build homesite.
7207 Ridgeview @ $59k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value. - Price Reduced

2249 Sunuwa Way @ $45k. Near N. Gate on 1acre very buildable. Great value. NEW PRICE
64 Wrens Nest @ $30k - In Lakeside neighborhood on quiet cut de sac. Mountain views. Great value. 

6193 Bellflower Drive at $25k  - Good buildable lot with completed soil survey. Priced to sell.

HOMESITES
169 BLUESTERN NW

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

112 WILD PANSY CIRCLE

SOLD

113 SCONTI KNOLL RIDGE
$549,900 • 4BDS/5BA 

Free Taxes, POA fee, Wellness 
Couples Membership 

Paid for 1 year

536 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE 

SOLD

61 DEER RUN RIDGE

SOLD

2019 Current Listings and Results

I had 62 Closings in 2018, including 39 
of my listings (up from 29 in 2017)

263 HICKORY TRAIL
$225,000 • 4BDS/3BA

Cabin w/inlaw suite. Stream.

6 LAUREL RIDGE POINT
$350,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Excellent rental potential. 

SOLD

95 LAUREL RIDGE

SOLD

SOLD

57 WILD TURKEY KNOLL

 80 SANDERLIN DRIVE
$449,900 • 5BD/4BA/2HBA
Beautiful long range Mtn views  

61 SQUIRRELS NEST
 

1444 RIDGVIEW DRIVE

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

291 CARBINE DRIVE

SOLD

SOLDSOLDSOLD

82 BEAR CREEK POINT 
$575,000 • 4BDS/3.5BA

Many Upgrades.

116 GROUSE GAP  
$499,900 • 3BDS/3.5BA

Garage/Extraordinary Custom 
home - Great Views

NEW LISTING

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

NEW PRICE

1606 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE

SOLD

292 WINDFLOWER

FALL INCENTIVE

SOLD

51 INDIGO BUNTING TRL
$619,000 • 5BD/4.5BA

2 Car Garage/Mountain Views/ 
Seasonal Lake View

NEW LISTING

112 TWIN CREEKS DRIVE 
$489,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
2 Car Garage/Private Guest 

Suite - Close to Gate/Amenities

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

Working with Steve Yambor was awesome! Not only was he 
professional, responsive, and conscientious, but he also went 
above and beyond providing us with high-quality contractor 
suggestions to get our house ready to market quickly, arranging 
talented photographer to take pictures, and aggressively 
marketing our the home to other realtors as well as to potential 
buyers. And, he literally had a Buyer for our home within 10 days 
of being on the market!
                              —Cynthia and Dave

5-Star Rating Posted in Zillow

We are very appreciative of the relation-
ship we developed with you. You helped 
us through the very challenging times 
of our particular situation. You were not 
only a sales representative but you also 
became Anxiety Psychologist and helping 
us reinvent our sales approach as the sales 
process changed. You are the reason we 
made this a success!             
                 —George

Anxiety
Psychologist

Thank You!
We never once considered changing agents, 
as we were impressed from the beginning 
with your honesty and your determination 
to get it done. Especially toward the end, 
with the roof issue and all of the contract 
signings, you went beyond what might have 
been your responsibility.  Having the house 
sold takes a real load off our backs, and we 
couldn’t be more pleased with all that you 
did for us.
                                                    — Bob

356 BLAZINGSTAR TRAIL 
$750,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Master Suite with study/FP 

on entire 2nd floor

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

29 VALLEY VIEW 
$449,900 • 4BD/4BA
Newer construction by 

Premier Builder

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE
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BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

W
ith great anticipation by the 
community, The Old Mu-
lehouse Restaurant opened 
Saturday, Sept. 7 at 5 p.m. 

and may change Jasper forever.
 Owner George Koulouris, who owns 
seven restaurants around Atlanta, calls it 
a gastro pub as he has blended the new 
with the historic building that once housed 
Lawson Chevrolet at the corner of Main 
and West Church streets.
 Old Mulehouse is more than a restau-
rant. It includes an event center that can 
be configured for special events including 
wedding rehearsal dinners, a lounge, a 
full-service bar, a large dining area and an 
outside deck. The event space includes a 
large table that came from the now closed 
Woodbridge Inn. There are 130 seats inside 
and another 75 on the deck. They have 
events scheduled as far out as September 
2020.
 Not only will there be regular live 
music, other entertainment will be offered 
as well.
 “We are going to try in October to 
have Tuesday or Thursday evening com-
edy,” Events and Service Manager Shawn 
Partridge told Smoke Signals.  “A stage will 
be built for entertainment.”
 The interior’s bare walls will undergo 
a change as artwork comes in the next 
couple of weeks, according to Partridge. 
Koulouris is going to get with local school 
art departments and let art clubs display 
their art on one of the walls and sell it if 
they want.
 The 75x35 foot deck outside will be 
covered eventually and will have fans for 
warm days and eventually tent walls for 
winter. There will be TVs on the deck for 
watching sports, Partridge said.
 She added that the deck is dog friendly 
and always will be and will have bowls of 
water available. 
 “In October we will be shooting for 
a band every weekend,” Partridge said. 
“After it [the deck] is covered, we will 
try to have a band Friday and Saturday. 
There will be competition dart boards in 
the back at night,” Partridge said. “There 
will be cornhole tournaments on the deck 
in the summer and “controlled” beer pong 
tournaments. There will be different bands, 
from the blues to jazz to country and small 
groups.”
 Koulouris owns the Grecian Gyro 
chain of seven restaurants in Atlanta. 
 “He moved to Bent Tree about six 
months ago,” Partridge said. “He grew up 
in restaurants and he saw this and fell in 
love with the deck and decided to buy it. 
He decided to go big this time, not all Gre-
cian. His dad and brothers are also owners 
and come down to help.”
 The menu is comprehensive. The 
appetizers include calamari, wings, pretzel, 
hummus onion wings and a Scotch egg. 
Pub classics include burgers, fries, fish and 
chips and steak. Sandwiches include ham 
and cheese, fried green tomato BLT, and 
a chicken gyro. Entrees include a ribeye 
au poivre, steak frites, shrimp and scampi, 
Cornish game hen and stuffed tomatoes. 
Salads and sides are also available. Desserts 
include Irishmen Crème Brule and flour-
less chocolate torte.
 “We are going to be adding fresh fish 
and lamb and beef gyros,” Partridge said. 
“We’ll be doing scallops and trout and 
salmon and mussels down the road. There 
will always be changes that you can see on 
Facebook.” 
 “George wants to incorporate the 
community in every way he can,” Partridge 
said. “We order everything local that we 
can from herbs to the fresh vegetables and 
fruit to the meats. We want to help our 
people here rather than have it shipped in. 
And he doesn’t like frozen.”
 The full-service bar is located near the 
front of the restaurant and has two TVs for 
sports viewing.
 “We have 20 draft beers from Georgia 
Breweries and we take a trip around every 
month and collect all the different wines 

Old Mulehouse Restaurant adds a food, 
entertainment destination to Jasper’s Main Street

Events & Service Manager Shawn Partridge

The events and waiting area at Old Mulehouse Restaurant.

The Mulehouse bar has 20 local beers on tap.

The deck at Mulehouse is dog friendly and will eventually be covered.

The Mulehouse Restaurant is expected to make Jasper’s Main Street livelier.

The view of the mountains from the Mulehouse deck.

from Georgia wineries—reds, white wines 
and some of the champagnes,” Partridge 
said. “And we have pretty much any liquor 
you would want that we can make a drink 
out of and we have drink specials on the 
menu.”
 Partridge said the name for the restau-
rant came from the history of the intersec-
tion.
 “Actually, come to find out the Lawson 
Chevrolet that went in here, I guess in the 
late 30s early 40s, was the same family that 
fattened up and sold mules here on the four 
corners [of the intersection]. They were 
doing that for the soldiers and farmers. 
When the automobiles started coming out, 

they decided to open up Lawson Chevro-
let. That’s why they call it the Old Mule-
house.”
 The walls are rough showing brick 
and mortar and an image of steps on one of 
the walls.
 “Koulouris calls it a gastro pub be-
cause it is the old with the new,” Partridge 
said. “When they tore out the ceiling 
where NAPA [retail store] used to store 
their parts, this is what they got, she said, 
pointing to the wall with the steps image. 
They decided to leave this as very natural. 
He wanted to show the old with the new.”
 Partridge said Mulehouse was a great 
place to work.
 “George is very good to his employ-
ees,” she said. “He pays them well and they 
get a free meal if they are here the whole 
shift. He invited all of the employees in 
one night to try all of the entrees so we 
would know what we are serving,” added 
Partridge.
 The Old Mulehouse, 2 N Main St., Jas-
per, GA, www.OldMukehouse.com.  Hours 
are 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. seven days a 
week.

“We order everything local 
that we can from herbs 
to the fresh vegetables 
and fruit to the meats. 

We want to help our people 
here rather than have 
it shipped in. And he 
doesn’t like frozen.”

"Partridge added that the 
deck is dog friendly and 

always will be and will have 
bowls of water available."
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FEATURED LISTINGS

NEW PRICE
96 White Aster Lane

Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$664,500, 4BR/4.5BA

FMLS #6516566

SOLD
408 Frost Pine Circle
Bent Tree, GA 30143 

$138,000, 3BR/1.5BA
 FMLS #6585434

SOLD
915 Kells Ridge Dr, 

Ellijay, GA
$400,000, 5BR/3.5BA

FMLS #6080444

SOLD
2320 Ridgeview Drive
Big Canoe, GA 30143
$529,000, 4BR/3.5BA

FMLS #6568140

NEW LISTING
301 Kilmartin Point

 Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$450,000, 3BR/3.5BA 

FMLS #6616353

SOLD
417B Sconti Ridge, Unit #417

Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$89,500, 1BR/1BA

FMLS #5884659

390 Mountain Mint Drive 
Big Canoe, 3BR/2B 

$199,000, FMLS# 5925188

SOLD

LOTS & LAND

00 Valley View Drive, Jasper  •  $69,000  •  FMLS #5829591
8255 Cox Mtn Dr.  •  $125,000  •  FMLS #5777750  •  SOLD

8115 Disharoon Drive •  $79,000  •  FMLS #6124867 •  NEW PRICE
 

240 Sanderlin Mountain Drive N.  •  $65,000  • FMLS #6534583

Maggie R. Hosmer, Realtor 
www.HarryNormanBC.com

C: 706-273-4256   
O: 770-893-2400 

Maggie.Hosmer@HarryNorman.com

2019 & 2018 Director for the Pickens County Board of  Realtors
2018 & 2017 Recipient of  the Circle of Excellence Award

1171 Deer Run Ridge
Big Canoe, GA 30143
$325,000, 3BR/3BA 

FMLS #6506952

SOLD

SOLD
20 Sconti Ridge, Unit 

401Big Canoe, GA 30143
$134,900 , 2BR/2BA 

NEW PRICE
781 Woodland Trace

Big Canoe, GA 30143 
$225,000, 3BR/2BA

FMLS #6555990

&

Dental Implant Center, Teeth In A Day 
And Facial Aesthetics Under One Roof, 

The True Dental Fountain Of Youth!

What we offer:
• Same Day Dental Implants • Periodontal Plastic Surgery

• Teeth in a Day implants • Botox for Facial Pain and TMJ issues
• Complimentary Second Opinion Consultation

470-695-3534
Follow us on instagram and facebook

instagram is williamzinney and facebook is Dr. Zinney Periodontist

Our Facial Aesthetics services include:
• Microneedling with Use of Patients’ own Growth 

Factors- PRF (Platelet Rich Fibrin)
• Collagen Induction Therapy:

• Non Surgical “Facelift” using PRF, PDO threads and Juvederm
 •  Lip enhancement and shaping

•  Reduction of “Tear Trough” or Eye Hollows.

Dr. William Zinney
Board Certified American Board 
of Periodontology

30 Northgate Station Drive 
Marble Hill, GA 30148
appointments@ngatestationdental.com

GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

O
ne Swiss Army knife* has two 
blades. The ads say it is so thin 
you can use it for a tie-clip but 
how many people wear ties 

when they’re roughing it?
 On the other side, one Swiss 
Army knife has 38 blades, tools, 
and doodads. A hole in one blade 
is designed to help you get thread 
through a sewing needle’s eye. There 
are separate blades for stripping, scaling, 
scraping and snap shackling. Hang this 
knife on your belt and you’ll walk lopsided. 
 Between the smallest and biggest 
knife, you could order lots of options. 
 Until recently, though, no knife con-
tained the blades and tools to help fix key 
legal things, which were signed in the past 
and are now in your way.  
 If someone isn’t “with it,” but some-
thing innocuous needs changing, you’d 
have to hire a lawyer, file a suit, and hope 
for the best. And if words like “irrevoca-
ble” were used, you might be really stuck.

Georgia’s legal Swiss Army knife 
 Georgia now has a Swiss Army knife 
for key legal things. You have to activate 
it with a particular document; it’s not au-
tomatic.  Specific features need authoriza-

The Swiss Army knife for your life

tion. But the blades in this knife will work 
wonders.
 Consider, for example, the Trust-Carv-
ing Blade in your new Fox Special Swiss 
Army knife. This blade lets you fillet the 
pages in a trust which you thought were 
really important. Sure you scanned them 
and think “Well, they look okay.” They’re 
probably not.
 Example: In 2002, under certain trust 

language, a spouse would have received 
$1 million. In 2019, that language leaves 
the spouse zero while the children got the 
$1 million. What changed? Not the trust 
language; it was the law that changed.
        Can’t you fix it now? If you’re 
in the hospital or rehab, well, it’s too late 
baby, it’s much too late.
        But, if you had activated the new 
Fox Special Swiss Army knife, your trusted 
friend pulls out the Trust Carving Blade, 

and can make the fix. Quickly. Legally.
        You could not have done this 

before. Now, though, Georgia law says you 
can, if you have that blade in your docu-
ments.
      How about the Wrong Beneficiary 
Blade in your new Swiss Army knife?
 Uh oh. You learn too late that Momma 
named her estate as beneficiary of her Re-
tirement Plan and IRA, exactly the wrong 
thing to do. And Momma’s not here (liter-
ally or figuratively). Will everyone have to 
eat the unnecessary income taxes? No, you 
pull out the Wrong Beneficiary Blade from 
your new knife and quickly, legally, you 
correct the beneficiary designations. You 
can do this because you got Momma to 
give you that blade before she went away.
 The Electronic Corkscrew is a handy 
tool in the new knife’s blades.
 “I’m sorry,” says the voice you’ve 

waited two hours to talk to. “You can’t read 
his emails where he cancelled his home-
owner’s insurance and waived winning the 
lottery.”  
 But you say, “I’m sitting here with the 
Electronic Corkscrew on the Fox Special 
Swiss Army knife he had signed. It autho-
rized my accessing all of his electronic 
communications. I’m sending you a picture 
right now. And please connect me with 
your supervisor.”  
 The bottom line: the Fox Special Swiss 
Army knife is really the new Financial 
Power of Attorney. You can authorize 
things to be done which couldn’t be done 
before, easily and without going to court.  
 But like the proverbial “You can’t 
win the lottery without buying a ticket,” 
you—and your parents and others—have 
to design and then sign the new document.  
 It’s time to choose your blades.

*Victorinox is the owner of the Swiss Army 
knife name. 

George Fox practices 
in Sandy Springs and 
Big Canoe. He’s also an 
Adjunct Professor in the 
Center for Transactional 
Law of Emory 
University’s Law School. 
Questions are welcome; 
reach him at Fox@

GaLaw.com. He also cautions that what's 
above is not legal advice, and you should 
seek professional advice before doing or not 
doing something based on this material.

GEORGE FOX

"Until recently, though, no knife contained the blades and tools to help fix key legal things, 
which were signed in the past and are now in your way."

BY DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

A 
64-year old woman was arrested 
in the early morning hours of 
Sept. 10 charged with driving 
under the influence and failure 

to maintain lane in a wreck that left a truck 
transporting 6,000 gallons of ammonium 
nitrate overturned in Dawson County.
 Georgia State Patrol arrested Pamela 
B. Russell, 64, of Gainesville in connection 
with the four-vehicle wreck that occurred 
on Hwy. 53 and left two men with minor 
injuries. PHOTO COURTESY OF DAWSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Charges filed in overturned truck carrying explosive chemical

 Authorities say Russell was going east 
on Hwy. 53 and allegedly crossed the cen-
terline into the westbound lane, sideswiping 
the 1998 International 4800 commercial 
truck, causing the driver of the truck to lose 
control and overturn onto its right side. 
 Russell then allegedly sideswiped 
another car and finally collided into a third 
vehicle. n  Continued on next page

“The truck spilled out 
about five gallons of the 

petroleum-based ammonium 
nitrate product.”
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Two Birds On A Limb
(770) 893-1492

Renew • Restore • Rustic Furnishings & More

NOW OPEN

11268 Highway 53 East 
Marble Hill, GA 30148

 The truck spilled out about five gallons 
of the petroleum-based ammonium nitrate 
product, according to Dawson County Fire 
and EMA Director Danny Thompson.
 In a press conference, Thompson 
stressed that without other elements inter-
acting with the chemical, it was not a threat 
to ignite.
 Earlier reports erroneously described 
the explosive as dynamite.
 “I know there's been a lot of talk on so-
cial media that it's dynamite. This product's 
actually used in lieu of dynamite, and has 
been for about the last 15-20 years, because 
it's very safe in transportation and just it's 
general usage,” Thompson said.

 He said the chemical is commonly used 
in mining and rock quarries and was headed 
to Marble Hill in Pickens County.
 “I think that the big takeaway here, re-
ally, is it requires several different elements 
for it to become that explosive component,” 
Thompson said of the ammonium nitrate. 
“In and of itself, it is not.”
 The truck is owned by a company 
called Austin Powder, out of Gainesville. 
 A request for comment from the com-
pany was not returned. 
 The wreck occurred around 5 a.m. 
Sept. 10.
 Russell bonded out of the Dawson 
County Adult Detention Center later that 
day.

n  Continued from previous page

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

I
n a special ribbon cutting ceremony last month, Dawson 
County High School officially unveiled its newest facility, 
the College and Career Academy (CCA).
 The $7 million facility is located adjacent to Dawson 

County High School’s main building with covered walkways 
connecting the buildings. It was funded completely through 
ESPLOST and closes out the last capital project of ESPLOST V.
 Home to the high school’s career, technical and education 
pathways, the 35,000 square foot facility has labs and classroom 
space for business, marketing, engineering, health science, 
criminal justice, science, early childhood education and culi-
nary arts.  
 The facility was completed by Carroll Daniel Construction 
in July 2019. It opened for students in August for the 2019-20 
school year.
 According to Career, Technical and Agriculture Educa-
tion (CTAE) Director Amy Smith, 459 students currently take 
courses in the new facility.
 The CCA also offers an English, history and math dual 
enrollment course in which 61 students are currently enrolled.
 With its commercial size kitchen and stainless-steel 
appliances, the Culinary Arts program offers students practical 
experience in food service and a solid foundation. Students 
use the same equipment that they would see in a commercial 
kitchen on a job site and will become comfortable in the envi-
ronment to be career ready.
 Teacher input was important to the school system, and 
Culinary Arts instructor Terry Haymond added his that includ-
ed windows that allow him to keep an eye on students from his 
office or classroom.  
 Additional equipment will be purchased and installed in 
the labs as grant money continues coming in.  
 Visitors to the academy must enter through the main en-
trance and sign in at a front office in a process that mirrors the 
main high school campus. Doors leading to the student areas 
face the front office and are key carded so that no unauthorized 
person can gain access.

Dawson County College 
and Career Academy officially open

"The Culinary 
Arts program 
offers 
students 
practical 
experience in 
food service 
and a solid 
foundation."
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THE OLD MULEHOUSE
2 N Main Street | Jasper, Ga 30143

 NOW OPEN  7 DAYS A WEEK

www.oldmulehouse.com
Follow us @OldMulehouse

 
Featuring classic 

cocktails, signature “Mules,” 
and Beer & Wine from 

Georgia’s best wineries 
and breweries.

NOW OPEN

Southeast Construction Concepts, LLC 
P.O.Box 2226, Jasper, GA  30143 | 706-301-5609               

www.southeastconstructionconcepts.com

• BASEMENTS •
• KITCHENS •

• DECKS •
• BATHROOMS •

Your dream, our team!
FREE CONSULTATION & DESIGN 

BY CYNTHIA SMITH
csmith@bigcanoenews.com  

F
or many years I have hauled around 
boxes of guilt. They multiplied over 
time and were stuffed away, out of 
sight but never completely out of 

mind.  
 The boxes were labeled PHOTOS but 
guilt is what they held for me, year after 
procrastinating year. I made halfhearted at-
tempts from time to time to try to tame the 
snapshot beast but it felt insurmount-
able.  
 Remember 15 or 20 years ago, 
when so many people were into scrap-
booking?  They bought cute stickers 
and spent every Saturday in a Michael’s 
classroom putting together fussy pages 
of family photos? I made fun of those 
people. Now I’m jealous of them.
 I decided that, now that I’m sort of 
retired, I would block out a full month and 
see what I could accomplish, with the ulti-
mate goal of whittling this paper monster 
down to 1,000 photos and then getting them 
digitized (whatever THAT might mean.)
 Getting started was hard. Just pull-
ing out all those boxes of photos jumbled 
together, no names or dates on most of 
them, increases my heart rate even now 
just thinking of it. But I did it. I dedicated 
some space and time for this media mess. 

Boxed guilt: 50 years of family photos 

My husband hinted that this could be done 
in short bursts—"just 15 minutes a day”—so 
I threw him off the project.  
 That was day one.
 I needed some way of dividing up the 
insanity to better manage it. Remember 
the old adage that the best way to eat an 
elephant is one bite at a time? That’s about 
where I was on day two.  

"Remember 15 or 20 years ago, 
when so many people were into scrapbooking, 

putting together fussy pages of family photos? I made 
fun of those people. Now I’m jealous of them."

       I thought 
I’d divide them 
into five-year 
periods but that 
didn’t work out 
very well, as my 
children are three 
years apart. So, 
instead, I began 
by pulling out all 
the photos of my 
family from before 
I met my husband. 
This I called “Shore 
Ancient History” and 
then I did another 
set like that for the 
Smiths.  

   Next, I gathered the photos from 
the time we met until just before we were 
expecting our first child. This was a big 
chunk of time as we were married at age 
19 and had our daughter at 30. The next 
chunk went from expecting our older child 
to just before we had our younger one. I 
kept with three-year intervals for the time 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CYNTHIA SMITH

we raised our kids.  
 People with kids take a LOT of pic-
tures.
 Your time periods would be different 
than mine but once you’ve figured that out, 
it’s a matter of sitting for hours placing 
photos into the right boxes. I made the mis-
take of sitting on the floor for one session, 
forgetting that I am now over 60.  My body 
exacted revenge for three days but I learned 
my lesson – sit in a chair with support and 
take frequent stretch breaks.
 This was the first of many times I 
decided I was half-finished. I look back on 
myself from three weeks ago and roll my 
eyes. Naive, silly woman thought she was in 
the home stretch when she got the photos 
sorted by date. 
 I guess Paul Simon was right: “The 
nearer your destination the more you’re 
slip-sliding away.”
 To be continued. . .

Cynthia Smith is a former teacher who 
always wanted to write. You can read more 
on her blog, boomersolutionsblog.com.

M
aria Escudero, niece of Big 
Canoe residents Carmen 
and Bob Crouch, recently 
won the title of Teen Uni-

verse USA 2020. She competed in San 
Diego with other contestants represent-
ing many of the 50 states.
 Escudero and her family were grant-
ed asylum in 2009 due to the unbearable 
situation in Venezuela. She graduated 
from Flowery Branch High School this 
year where she was a star volleyball 
player. 
 She won the state title in May to 
qualify for the Teen Universe USA 
pageant in August. “Competing in these 
pageants requires persistence and perse-
verance. It involves long hours, intense 
preparation and a focus on details while 

always displaying a welcoming smile,” 
she said. “The rewards are well worth 
the commitment as I can use my title to 
positively influence the children I work 
with through charities. It is an immense 
honor and I will use my title to provide a 
positive role model to other teens.”
 Escudero volunteers to work with 
Hispanic children to teach English as a 
second language enabling their success 
in school. She believes “children are our 
future and we need to focus on them. 
I love kids and am dedicated to their 
growth.”
        “Maria's physical beauty is obvi-
ous with one glance, but her inner beauty 
is even more powerful and is apparent 
after a few minutes conversation,” said 
aunt Carmen Crouch. “She is giving, car-

ing, intelligent and spiritual. She quickly 
responded to my modeling coaching and 
displayed a deep knowledge of current 
events while practicing responses to 
questions. Maria makes a positive differ-
ence in those she interacts with.”
 Next up for Maria Escudero? She 
will travel to many of the 50 states rep-
resenting Teen Universe USA. She will 
continue her exercise and diet programs, 
work with her support team and con-
tinue community volunteer work. Then 
there is the Teen Universe 2020 com-
petition in Panama in February where 
she will compete with representatives of 
many nations.
 Maria's long-term goal is to attend 
college and then a career as a plastic 
surgeon.

Niece of Big Canoe residents 
named Teen Universe USA 2020
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Store Hours: Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm • Sunday 12pm - 5pm

THE ARIANA DIFFERENCE
With 30 years’ experience in the home furnishings  
industry, Ariana Home Furnishings is family-owned and 
operated. We pride ourselves on providing quality value 
and service in a relaxed, warm and friendly environment. 
We have one of the largest selections of furniture, rugs and 
accessories, with styles from traditional, contemporary, 
transitional and antique. Come visit our showroom 
and experience the Ariana difference.

325 BRANNON RD, CUMMING, GA 30041
Located at the intersection of 400 and Exit 13 at Peachtree Parkway

www.arianafurniture.com • 678-807-7422

Complimentary In-Home Design

Up to 
50% off all rugs

       30% to 50% off MSRP*
                                                                        *offer good through 10/31/19

FINE FURNITURE | RUGS | ACCESSORIES

Ariana’s Furniture Gallery features Baker, Bernhardt, Century, Hooker Furniture, 
Tommy Bahama, Lexington, Sherrill, Stickley, and many more premium brands.

Fall Specials



20 A S M O K E  S I G N A L S  |  N E W S  OCTOBER 2019

Dive into Digital 
with Smoke Signals

Weekly eBlasts.

D  ive right in! Smoke Signals Weekly is filled with news and information about 
activities and events in Big Canoe and nearby North Georgia communities. 

From tubing on the Etowah River and book news to eagle sightings and  
photos of Big Canoe’s special events, there’s always something new and interesting  
in Smoke Signals  Weekly. 

Delivered directly to your computer or mobile device three Wednesdays a month, 
Smoke Signals  Weekly offers timely, relevant and balanced news. 

Read about local farmers markets, local theater/events, health/wellness programs 
sponsored by area hospitals and health centers, Terraces’ concerts, Big Canoe club 
activities, seasonal celebrations, recycling/conservation updates, BCAR’s furry friends, 
letters to the editor, obits, trail hikes, tournaments . . . and so much more.     

 If you want to know what’s going on in and around Big Canoe take a tip from our 
doggy paddling friend and dive right in to Smoke Signals  Weekly. It’s free, friendly 
and fun to read. 

Sign up now at: www.bigcanoenews.com.  Click “subscribe” on the upper 
front page, above the Smoke Signals logo and green Digital Edition square.  Click 
“Weekly eBlasts,” fill in your email address and name and you’re done.   

Some things—just like labs and water—naturally go together. Smoke Signals print 
and Smoke Signals Weekly digital editions: your go-to source for community news  
and events.     

Smoke Signals—delivering news to Big Canoe since 1989.
   
 

 
 

REGIS
A NAME TO REMEMBER

for POA BOARD

BACKGROUND
Eight year resident of Big Canoe
Successful 38 year business career
Vice President of Business Development & Strategic Planning for $900M 
  division of Goodrich Aerospace
Three years on Big Canoe Finance Committee, including one year as chairman
Chair of Troon Analysis and Negotiation Task Force

MANAGEMENT STYLE
Support our management team
• Help them to be successful
• Do not try to do their jobs for them
Promote a culture of accountability and responsibility

STRENGTHS
I make decisions based on facts, data and analysis. However, I can look beyond
  the numbers to see the big picture.
Creativity and critical thinking skills.
Ability to see both sides of controversial issues, and work towards effective
  compromise.

MY COMMITMENTS
I will work with our management team to improve financial performance of the
  amenities, and ensure assessment dollars are spent wisely and efficiently.
I will act with transparency, and establish, clear, timely, forthright, two way 
  communication between the board and property owners.

Follow me on Facebook  -  email me at RegisforPoa@gmail.com

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@bigcanoenews.com

T
he 2019 University of Georgia 
Women’s tennis team joined 
other volunteers Saturday, Sep-
tember 7 to help build Habitat 

for Humanity Pickens house number 19 in 
New Hope Acres in Jasper.
 “It’s a lot of hands, exactly what we 
needed,” said Steve Greenwell, president 
of Habitat Pickens County.
 The team members were divided be-
tween a Habitat house being refurbished 
to prepare it for a new family after the 
original owner passed away, and a new 
build, number 19 for habitat Pickens.
 “Every year we do a team retreat,” 
UGA Women’s Tennis Coach Jeff Wal-
lace said. “This year we decided to come 
to Big Canoe. Lisa Enochs who was one 
of my former players has a place there. So 
we invited all of our alumni to come up. 
We have 14 alumni from all the way from 
1985 up to last year that are staying with 
Lisa at her house and we rented a place 
close by and the team is staying there.”
 The UGA team does volunteer work 
each year according to Wallace.
 “Our team motto this year is “Give 
More” and we always do one day of com-
munity service,” Wallace said. “We have 
done Habitat before but not in this coun-
ty. So we decided to do this since our 
current team has not done this before.”
 The University of Georgia tennis 
teams are perennial powerhouses in 
the NCAA and are currently defending 
National Team Indoor and SEC champi-
ons. It was recently announced that the 
women's team also earned Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association All-Academic dis-
tinction, while three Bulldogs earned ITA 
Scholar-Athlete honors.
 “We are coming off of a heck of a 
year,” Wallace said.  We finished sec-
ond in the NCAA’s (National Collegiate 
Championship Tournament), we won the 
SEC conference and we won the National 
Team Indoors. So we only lost one major 
national NCAA tournament.
 “We have a young team and every-
body is back. Our expectations are high. 
But a lot of work we are going to have to 
put in but we are in the running at the 
start and that’s where you want to be.”
 New Hope Acres is Habitat Pickens’ 
first neighborhood project.

UGA women’s tennis team serves up volunteer 
labor at Habitat Pickens house number 19

UGA Women’s Tennis team poses with Habitat volunteers as they thank IGA and Ingles 
for providing lunch at the September 7 workday at house number 19. PHOTOS BY WAYNE TIDWELL

Habitat house number 19 owner Jenifer 
Kaul (left) with daughters Matley Gorden, 
Mallory Gorden and Courtney Underwood.

UGA tennis team member Abbey 
Sponseller caulks inside Habitat Pickens’ 
house number 19.

Habitat for Humanity President Steve Greenway “educates” University of Georgia 
Women’s Tennis team members about Habitat for Humanity and how it works.

Marta Gonzalez, a future mechanical 
engineer, and Donna Torres, Habitat 
Pickens County board member.

University of Georgia Women’s Tennis 
Coach Jeff Wallace with University 
of Georgia alumni Gary Hogelin at 
the Habitat Pickens’ house number 19 
workday at Good Hope Acres.

 “This is our 19th house (by Pickens 
County Habitat),” Building Supervisor 
Mark Hinton, said. “We started in 2002. 
This is number four in Good Hope Acres. 
Eventually we will have 15 homes in New 
Hope Acres.” 
 “We had a great time and lots of 
work got done,” Board Member Colleen 
Adams said. “ I hope we get more volun-
teers as a result because we really need 
them.”
 You can make a donation to Habi-
tat Pickens County by calling the main 
office line at 706-253-2393 or by emailing 
donate@pickenshfh.org. To volunteer go 
to pickenshfh.org.

“'It’s a lot of hands, 
exactly what we needed,' 

said Steve Greenwell, 
president of Habitat 

Pickens County."
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Your CBD Store-Canton

 $10 OFF
$50 or more.

Expires 12/31/2019

1431 Riverstone Pkwy. #170, 
Canton, GA 30114

CantonGA.CBDrx4u.com 
(770) 704-0550

These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. Products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. Consult your physician before use. For use by adults 18+

• Now Open 7 Days a Week •

Your CBD Store®

Exit 20 • Canton • Behind Red Lobster in the Riverstone Plaza

The Pickens Report

BY TUCKER GREEN
Pickens County Information Officer 

T
he fall season is approaching and 
for locals we know that means 
the Georgia Marble Festival is 
coming soon! A local favorite that 

brings in travelers from all corners of life to 
the marble capital on the first weekend of 
October. The two-day festival will consist 
of art and craft vendors, a free children’s 
fun zone, delicious food, local art displays, 
musical entertainment, quarry tours, and 
much more. 
 The festival will take place from 10 a.m. 
until 6 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5 and from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 6. On 
Saturday, the Road Race will begin at 8 a.m. 
followed by the festival parade at 10 a.m.  on 
Main Street in Jasper. If you’re interested in 
being a festival vendor, sponsor, volunteer, 
or parade participant contact the Chamber 
of Commerce at 706-692-5600. 

 The month of September is National 
Preparedness Month. Pickens County Emer-
gency Management encourages all citizens 
to have an emergency plan for their homes. 

Make sure that everyone who lives in the 
home knows the plan. Always have a small 
gathering of necessities on hand, including: 
medications, first aid kit, small tool kit, 
flashlight, batteries, food, and bottled water. 
 All citizens are encouraged to sign up 
for free Code Red Weather Warnings at 
www.pickenscountyga.gov and to follow 
Pickens Emergency Management Homeland 
Security Agency on Facebook for updates. 
Also, the annual flu shot clinic for Pickens 
County residents 18 and up will be on Tues-
day, Oct. 8 from 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. at Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church. 
 During the month of August in Pickens 
County:
 • Subcontractor crews resurfaced 
Appalachian Court, Appalachian Circle, 
Johnson Road, Bethany Road, Upper Dowda 
Mill Road and Cagle Road. They will next 
resurface Parker Road, Keeble Creek, Quail 
Walk, and a portion of Bent Tree Drive to 
complete phase one of the paving projects. 
Bids are currently being accepted for phase 
two of paving projects. Phase two includes: 
Pleasant Hill Road, Hill Circle, Willow Lane, 
Pinhook Road, Ludville Road, Family Acres, 
Meadow Lane, Hillcrest Drive, Jay Moss 

The Georgia Marble Festival will be Oct. 5-6

Lane, Roper Road, Gibson Trail, Black Knob 
Church, and Upper Bethany Road. 
 • The 911 Operations Center received 
1,746 total calls with 766 medical responses 
or fire related. 
 • The Water Department installed 17 
new meters. 
 • The Department of Planning and De-
velopment issued 48 new building permits. 
 • The Pickens Animal Shelter brought 
in 89 new animals, and 92 went out through 
various forms of adoption. Animal control 
responded to 13 cases. 
 • Recreation Department registration is 

now open until Oct. 13. Instructional league 
(4-6 years old) costs $35, all other leagues 
(7-8 years old and above) costs $75. Late 
registration will be available Oct. 14-16 for a 
$10 late fee.
 The Pickens County government 
departments continue to stay busy working 
for the citizens of Pickens County. The 
Pickens County Board of Commissioners 
continue to do a great job of leading these 
efforts. As work progresses, and projects 
continue, I will do my best to keep you 
informed of these developments. Until the 
next time, stay safe, and shop local!

M
usic at Holy Family contin-
ues its sixth season of free 
concerts presenting Big Canoe 
resident and internationally 

acclaimed organist Dr. Calvert Johnson 
in an organ concert of works by J. S. Bach 
as well as pieces from around the globe, 
including works by Michel, Sowande, Kim, 
and Noble. The program will begin at 4 
p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 20. 
 Johnson is the Charles A. Dana Profes-
sor Emeritus of Music and College Organist 
Emeritus, Agnes Scott College in Decatur. 
At Agnes Scott, he taught courses in Sacred 
Music, Women in Music, Music before 1750, 
as well as organ and harpsichord lessons. 
 Johnson earned his doctorate and 
master’s degrees in organ performance at 
Northwestern University, where he studied 
with Karel Paukert, and his bachelor’s 
at Kalamazoo College, where he studied 
with Danford Byrens (organ, harpsichord) 
and Mary Beth Birch (piano). Through 
the Fulbright-Hays program he studied at 
Toulouse Conservatoire (Premier Prix) 
with Xavier Darasse. He has also studied in 
Spain, Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Japan 

and Korea. 
       All are cor-
dially invited to 
this free event. 
The organ concert 
is followed by 
Choral Evensong, 
a brief service of 
scripture read-
ings, prayers, and 
intercessions that 
has remained 
virtually un-
changed for over 

450 years. It is the crown jewel of English 
choral music and Holy Family offers a 
unique opportunity for you to participate in 
this beautiful service. 
 The Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Family is located at the intersection of 
Griffith Road and Cove Road, across from 
Dollar General in Jasper. For more informa-
tion, please call the church at 770-893-4525 
or see www.holyfamilyepiscopalchurch.net.

Submitted by the Episcopal Church 
of the Holy Family

Calvert Johnson in concert at Holy Family

Calvert Johnson. PHOTO 

COURTESY OF HOLY FAMILY
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Parish Lowrie, Agent
360 W. Church Street, Jasper, GA 30143
706-692-6920 • www.parishlowrie.com

Know
your

neighbor?

I’M THERETM

Full Time Big Canoe Resident

P087075 11/08                      StateFarm—Bloomington, IL                      statefarm.com®

Big Canoe 
Real Estate Specialist

Wanda Stewart • 706.299.9515

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400
HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS®

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

10 POPLAR LANE 
4BR 3.5BA • $299, 500

#6511266

45 WILDERNESS KNOLL
4BR 3.5BA • $529, 000

#6573919

STUNNING

Big Canoe Resident

182 SCONTI RDG 
UNIT #440
Renovated 

Mountain & Golf View
3BR 2BA • $179,000 

#6598818

CHARMING

UNDER CONTRACT

BY CYNTHIA SMITH
csmith@bigcanoenews.com  

T
he little girl was only five and her 
mother arrived with high hopes. 
But as soon as the child got up 
close to the 800-pound horse, she 

panicked and began to cry. Mother offered 
a trip for ice cream if she would get in the 
saddle but, moments later, seemed about to 
give in to her daughter’s tearful request to 
go home. 
 Fortunately, Edie Ahola is familiar with 
this scene.  She persuaded the mother to 
trust her and the child to try one lap around 
the corral. At first the tears continued. A 
moment later they stopped. One minute in, 
there was a tentative smile from the tiny 
rider and the circuit ended with a child’s 
laughter and a parent’s relief. Later, as 
they headed to the car, the little girl asked, 
“When are we coming again?”

A labor of love
 Ahola, one of the owners of Bearfoot 
Ranch in Canton, regularly sees transfor-
mations—large and small—brought about 
through the magic of horseback riding. 
 Bearfoot Ranch serves riders with 
autism, attention deficit disorder, behavioral 
disorders, cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome, 
brain injuries and other challenges. A spe-
cial ramp, built as a Boy Scout eagle project, 
assists wheelchair-bound riders in mount-
ing horses. 
 “The great thing about horses,” Ahola 
said, “is that horses don’t judge.”
 It all began with three high school 
friends who loved horseback riding. In 2010 
they rented property for their horses. When 
a special-needs group was hosted there, the 
three best friends worked with the riders 
and were hooked. Ahola went on to earn her 
PATH (Professional Association of Ther-
apeutic Horsemanship) certification and 
Bearfoot Ranch was born. 
 A former special education paraprofes-
sional, Ahola is well-equipped to help peo-
ple with physical and cognitive challenges. 
The ranch exists to serve special-needs chil-
dren and adults and is home to the Forsyth 
County Special Olympics Equestrian Team. 

Equine-assisted activity
 According to the Certified Horseman-
ship Association, recreational therapeutic 
riding can assist individuals with physi-

cal, cognitive, and emotional disabilities. 
Grooming and tacking the horse improves 
eye-hand coordination, flexibility, and 
following multi-step instructions. Ahola 
believes in allowing students to do as much 
of the work as possible in order to foster 
growing independence.
 Physically challenged individuals can 
benefit from horseback riding because the 
motion of a horse mimics the pelvis move-
ment of a person walking. This stimulation 
benefits the muscles and organs of non-am-
bulatory individuals. “It’s exercise that feels 
like fun,” Ahola said.
 A typical session begins by preparing 
the horse to ride by tacking (placing the 
saddle and other riding equipment on) the 
horse. There is usually 30 minutes of riding 
time and the hour ends by having the rider 
reverse the tacking process, brushing the 
horse, thanking the volunteers and offering 
the animal thanks and a treat. 

Healing on horseback
 The emotional effects of horses on 
special-needs riders can be as important as 
the physical exercise. 

 “The confidence boost,” Ahola said, 
“is incredible. Here is a child who may not 
excel in school or other sports, but can be 
the boss of this 1,000-pound horse. When 
you can do that, you know you’re doing 
something special.”
 Riding requires communication and 
being on horseback will often lead non-ver-
bal students to greater use of words. Ahola 
has heard children who will speak to no one 
else whisper quietly to their horse while 
riding.
 Besides individual lessons, Bearfoot 
Ranch hosts groups run by other non-profit 
entities. Ahola recalled a group of girls, 
ages 12 and up, who had been living on the 
streets or involved in sex trafficking. 
 “They had lost so much of their child-
hood,” Ahola said, “and they knew so much 
about the world. But here they just got to be 
girls again.”

Four-hooved therapists
 Two-thirds of the 18 horses currently 
on the ranch have been rescued from abuse 
or neglect. Honey, a chestnut Arabian, came 
to the ranch after being seized by local law 
enforcement. At just 800 pounds, this pony 
had permanent scars and vertebral injuries 
from being ridden by a person much too 
large for her small frame. 
 Rocket was purchased by Bearfoot 
Ranch just as he was set to be slaughtered. 
A grey Percheron, he is the tallest horse on 
the ranch but gentle enough to be ridden by 
the smallest child. 
 Lark, a bay-colored horse born at 
the ranch, is especially good with wheel-
chair-bound riders who are frightened. She 

quietly lowers her head near the child’s lap 
and remains very still. They sit like that 
until the rider is ready to proceed. 
 Two of the horses are not ridden at all 
because of previous injuries. They are still 
part of the Bearfoot family and are retired at 
the ranch. 

Extraordinary athletes
 Fall is a time of special excitement at 
the ranch as 20 riders prepare to compete in 
the Georgia Special Olympics State Horse 
Show October 11-13 at Chicopee Agriculture 
Center in Gainesville. The three-day event 
is, in Ahola’s words, “a hoot and a holler” 
and she encourages anyone interested to 
come see for themselves.
 Winners receive medals for top honors 
and ribbons for other recognition. Ahola 
recalled one year when a boy had won 
two medals. In his next event, he earned a 
ribbon and just stared at it. His mother told 
him not to be disappointed. “Oh, I’m not!” 
he said with a grin, “I’m excited!  I didn’t 
have one of these!”  
 Teambuilding is a big part of com-
peting at the Special Olympics. Ahola has 
watched a rider leave the podium and give 
his medal to a crying child from another 
team who did not win. “We really have a 
blast,” she said. The events are free to the 
public. 

Partnering for success
 Of course, all this magic costs money 
and effort. Fund-raisers like the September 
21 wine-tasting event in Alpharetta bring 
much-needed revenue. The ranch receives 
donations from individuals and local groups 
like AT&T Telephone Pioneers. Some stu-
dents receive financial aid from charitable 
organizations like Bobby Dodd Institute and 
Avita Community Partners.  
 Ahola aspires to never turn away a 
special-needs child who wants to ride. 
 Volunteers are always needed at the 
ranch. In the past month alone, Free Chapel 
in Cumming, Music Authority, and Pros-
perity Home Mortgage employees have 
donated their time. Individuals come to help 
at the ranch as well. 
 A military veteran who suffered a brain 
injury, Ahola said, comes to do work but 
hasn’t yet worked up the nerve to ride. A 
patient woman, Ahola is sure she’ll get him 
out there. She said with a confident smile, 
“We’ll do that soon!”

Bearfoot Ranch: transformations—large and 
small—through the magic of horseback riding

"Bearfoot Ranch serves riders with autism, attention deficit disorder, behavioral disorders, 
cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome, brain injuries and other challenges."

Meredith riding Kennedy with help from 
Robin. PHOTOS BY STEVE CARLISLE
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BY DENISE RAY  
dray@bigcanoenews.com 

H
undreds of people, including, an 
estimated 600 law enforcement 
officers, gathered in Dahlonega, 
Saturday, Sept. 14 as competing 

political groups clashed verbally over Presi-
dent Donald Trump and national politics.
 Dahlonega resident Chester Doles and 
organizer of the pro-Trump rally, told vari-
ous news sources that he is a fourth genera-
tion Klansman, but insisted the rally was to 
honor the flag and Trump. The event was 
widely promoted on websites and podcasts 
and on the Russian social media platform 
VK to an audience of white supremacists 
and neo-Nazis.
 Doles said he was organizing the event 
in response to the growth of what he called 
a "left-wing group" in the city.
 “American Patriot Rally” was the name 
given to the rally that roughly 100 people 
attended. It took place on the east side of 
the historic jail, in the shadow of the cham-
ber visitors center, located in downtown 
Dahlonega.  
 GOP officials renounced it. 
 On the other side were about 100 
counter protestors, consisting of local 
“Nuggets” and Atlanta residents. Their 
rally was organized in part by members 
of the Socialist Coalition of North Geor-
gia. Reverend Charlotte Arsenault of the 
Dahlonega Unitarian Universalist Church 
said she was concerned to see Doles' group 
demonstrating in the city. As American 
Patriot Rally attendees began to arrive, the 
counter protestors blared “La Bamba” over 
a speaker, prefacing it with “let’s see how 
they like this.” Throughout the event, the 
counter protestors chanted “Nazi go home” 
and sang “Solidarity Forever” to the tune of 
““Glory, Glory, Halleluiah”..”
 In the middle was a large assemblage of 
law enforcement personnel armed with riot 
gear to assist Lumpkin County Sheriff Stacy 
Jarrard keep the peace. Nearly 600 state, 
local and federal level officers, an armored 
vehicle and police drones buzzing overhead 
were on scene. 
 Ultimately, it was a peaceful affair as 
neither side clashed. The event lasted a little 
less than two hours and resulted in a total of 
three arrests.
 “It was well-executed thanks to the 36 
different agencies that were very profes-
sional and outstanding that showed up,” 
Jarrard said. “I’m thankful for the job they 

did helping our community.” 
 Two of the arrests occurred when a 
pair of counter protesters allegedly walked 
through the rally chanting “KKK go away” 
at 1:30 p.m. on North Park Street. They were 
charged with inciting a riot, according to 
law enforcement officers.
 Another arrest occurred earlier in 
the morning when a man walked on the 
University of North Georgia campus while 
carrying a weapon, said Jarrard. He was 
arrested and charged with obstruction and 
carrying a weapon on school grounds.
 One person suffered a heat-related 
issue and was treated by medical personnel.

The preparation
 The roads to the downtown Dahlonega 
area were closed to vehicle traffic in the ear-
ly morning hours as city officials anticipated 
possible clashes between the two groups. 
 City Mayor Sam Norton said he’s un-
clear as to why the small mountain city was 
chosen but believes it may have something 
to do with the city’s ability to attract tourists.  

 “We have been very successful in the 
tourist industry and we’re a family val-
ues-oriented community,” Norton said.  “At 
any given time, we have a large daytime 
population of tourists from the surround-
ing region — I suppose that might be one 
reason we were unfortunately selected for 
this event.”
 Norton said he had some anxiety about 
the event but was praying that rally attend-
ees and protesters remained peaceful. He 
issued a warning to anyone who planned to 
be otherwise. 
 “Just bring a credit card if you're going 
to come up to Dahlonega and plan on ex-
pressing violence,” he said. “Because you'll 
probably need it to get out of jail. We're 
going to enforce all of our laws.”
 City officials were open to “welcome 
peaceful expressions of all of our God 
given rights and constitutional rights,” but 
stressed that violence and destruction in the 
community will not be tolerated. 
 In anticipation of the rally, Jarrard of-
fered some advice to people who are unsure 
about coming to the city’s downtown area 
during the rally: stay home and be safe.  
 To beef up security, Dahlonega city 
officials voted unanimously to pass two new 
ordinances that provided increased manage-
ment of public demonstrations and limit the 
use of drones within city limits. Specifically 
the city manager, Bill Schmid, now has 
power to restrict the time and length of 
an event, limit the number of participants 
allowed at an event, move the location of 
the event to another location in the city and 
prohibit items to the fullest extent permit-
ted by law that pose a risk to public safety. 
As a result, the city took a stadium model 

approach to the event which included check 
points at regulated points of entry and a list 
of prohibited items, similar to attending a 
concert or sporting event. 
 Attendees were subjected to searches 
and pat downs before entering the event 
location. Non-lethal “weaponized objects”—
sticks, frozen water bottles, etc.—were 
confiscated. 
 Numerous golden streamers that had 
been tied around trees and light poles Fri-
day night by a grass-roots group call Lump-
kin Loves. “LOVE, LOVE, LOVE” and other 
chalk-written messages were written on the 
sidewalks and streets. An online statement 
issued by the group said the ribbons were 
placed by those who “united in standing 
together against racism and hatred.”

Chester Doles
 Doles has a history as a violent white 
supremacist yet repeatedly described 
his group as patriotic and peaceful. He 
has two prior felony convictions, both of 
which earned him time in federal prison. 
Doles was arrested on assault charges in a 
December 2016 incident in a Dahlonega bar 
that included, according to a witness report, 
Doles smashing a woman’s head into a wall 
while calling her a “stupid (expletive) white 
bitch.”
 Doles is currently on supervised 
probation for that charge. Conditions of his 
probation require him to “avoid persons or 
places of disreputable or harmful character.”
 During his opening speech at the 
rally, Doles announced his intention to 
run against David Perdue, currently one of 
Georgia’s two U.S. Senators. 

The aftermath
 Mayor Sam Norton issued a statement 
after the demonstrations, thanking law 
enforcement and residents for helping keep 
the event as peaceful as possible.
 “I am humbled by this outpouring of 
support from our local, state, and federal 
partners during these events,” he said. “I 
would also like to thank all the residents and 
local business owners who sent messages 
of support to our officers. That is a true re-
flection of the people who live in our small 
town.” Roads in the city were re-opened 
to traffic at 4 p.m. and University of North 
Georgia officials say the school has resumed 
normal operations after limiting access 
during the demonstrations.
 “I’m thankful to all the people for all 
their prayers,” Jarrard said. “I’m thankful for 
everyone involved.”

Hundreds clash verbally at Dahlonega rallies; 
law enforcement prevents violence

PHOTOS BY DENISE RAY

Chester Doles.
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ESSAY

Books

Reasons to join a book club
BOOK REVIEW

Reading a different 
kind of book

KEN REYNOLDS

TURNED

PAGES

“T
he Woman in the Win-
dow” by A.J. Finn is a 
downright scary noir psy-
chological thriller. It is the 

kind of story that could happen to anyone, 
not about the good guy saving the world 
from an evil mastermind with ingenious 
technology. Finn’s story is up close and 
personal.
 The protagonist, Dr. Anna Fox, is 
an emotionally vulnerable housebound 
agoraphobic child psychologist. No longer 
able to go to her office to work with pa-
tients, she spends her time in an internet 
chatroom drinking wine and interacting 
with other people who are afraid to ven-
ture outside the house. She plays online 
chess and drinks wine. She self-medicates 
and drinks wine. Through her windows 
and her neighbors, she observes them and 
drinks wine. She sometimes, through her 
window, photographs them—except when 
didn’t, but should have. In a word, Anna is 
a mess. But she believes she has witnessed 
a murder.
 Finn does a masterful job of showing 
his readers who this woman is. Page by 
page, he builds her world and her charac-
ter. Like a real person, Anna is likable and 
hateful, strong, and pathetic depending 
on time and mood and wine intake and 
medication dosage. At several points, it is 
difficult to be confident whether Anna is 
hallucinating or experiencing reality. 
 The novel is well crafted and lots of 
dialogue moves it along rapidly, although 

BY SUSAN MACFARLAND 

B
ook club members know about 
those lists of questions de-
signed to enhance discussion of 
novels. Publishers add them at 

the end of some books. Book club mem-
bers often make up their own lists. I do 
that. Admittedly, the 10 questions list I 
handed our club for the book we were 
to discuss was way too long. But that’s 
okay. My book club ignores them.
 One of the benefits of a being in a 
book club is that members sometimes 
find themselves reading books we 
wouldn’t read on our own. Because of 
my club, I recently read Colson White-
head’s 2016 Pulitzer Prize winning nov-
el, “The Underground Railroad.” There 
is one question that helps analyze his 
insightful book: What themes, or main 
ideas, does the author explore?
 Whitehead explores injustice. He 
examines the best and worst of human 
behavior during the era of American 
slavery. He explores what motivated 
some humans to enslave other humans, 
and asks if it was economics? And a big 
question: Was 400 years of money-mak-
ing slavery worth it?
 Could we Americans have estab-
lished a thriving capitalist democracy 
without slave labor? Perhaps we could 
have, but we didn’t. There is irony in 
forcing people forced to work them-
selves literally to death and denying 
them the benefits of either capitalism or 
democracy. Those who maintained the 
brutal prison camp plantations enjoyed 
the benefits.

BY TERRI KOZLOWSKI 

I
n school, I loved to read and even en-
joyed the required reading many other 
students dreaded. Then life happened 
and my reading time declined. When it 

dropped to seven books in a year, I decided 
to read more. To make sure I had some 
accountability to my goal, I joined a local 
book club. Joining the book club, turned out 
to be a journey that helped me increase my 
reading; it widened my interests. 
 My adventure began at a bookstore 
that had scheduled a discussion on Marie 
Benedict’s first book, “The Other Einstein,” 
about Mileva Marić, Albert Einstein’s first 
wife, who was a physicist in her own right. 
She was a strong and enthralling woman. I 
bought the book and ravenously read it. It 
was exciting to attend and participate in the 
discussion led by the author. 
 Since that first book club gathering, I 
have attended every month and even joined 
a second club. I went from reading seven 
books a year to 27 last year. So far, I have 
read 50 books this year. Joining the book 
club reminded me how much I love to read, 
and I have discovered there are many bene-
fits to joining a book club. 
 Many clubs read a variety of books and 
in different genres. Depending on the club, 
the book selections may not be ones you 
would have ever chosen to read on your 
own. I tend to read inspirational books, 
but through a club, I discovered a love for 
historical fiction. Learning about a different 
time; the manner they dressed, how they 
spoke, I found mesmerizing. 
 Because we are all different, some of 
the choices are not ones everyone will like. 
I find it difficult to read dark stories that 
don’t have a satisfying ending, or one that 
flips back and forth through time without 
informing you of the time change, or when 
the main character is not redeemable. But I 
do read those books so that I can participate 
in the discussion and explain why I didn’t 
like it, and maybe learn why someone else 
did like it. 
 Being around other readers encourages 
one to read. When I don’t like the title or 
the cover design isn’t appealing, someone in 
the group will explain why it is perfect for 
the story. The people in my groups love to 
read and someone will always find redeem-
ing qualities about the selection. 
 The members are quite accepting of 
anyone who enjoys reading. They really 
listen to other member’s and will comment 
and discuss different viewpoints. If you 
need a suggestion for your next reading 
adventure, they will always give you a list to 
choose from. 

 Those thought-provoking conver-
sations are stimulating. Opinions fly as 
members who genuinely hated the story, 
and those who adored it voice their reasons. 
The conversations can make one see things 
from a different perspective. This is defi-
nitely true with a diverse group. 
 You never know how the conversation 
will go at book club. When you think there 
will be a huge discussion about one topic 
and then the subject never comes up. Or, 
something you didn’t pay attention to is the 
main subject of the conversation. 
 Reading has been shown to improve 
your mind and your thinking, by increasing 
memory and recall. Reading grows your 
vocabulary and stimulates your imagination. 
It helps you concentrate because it helps 
calm the mind into focus. I find that reading 
is peace inducing as it draws me into the 
story. 
 Reading enhances empathy towards 
others. We learn through the stories that we 
are all connected, just trying to be ourselves 
as we make our way through life. Compas-
sion for humanity rises from within, and 
we are more willing to give others a second 
chance. 
 Book Clubs can be transformational. 
Yes, transformational; as the books we read, 
become a part of us. Sometimes a character 
will feel similar to the reader, as one reflects 
on the story and what other members say 
about it, the effect can transform how we 
think or feel. 
 During a book club discussion, per-
spective on a given topic can be significant-
ly challenged by other’s viewpoints, and we 
can begin to see that our perception needs 
to be altered based on new information, or 
at least further investigated. Changes and 
growth in one’s life are always self-induced, 
but sometimes we get lazy, and a book club 
is a fantastic way to challenge oneself.
 Challenge yourself to join a local book 
club or start your own. In most commu-
nities, the public libraries or bookstores 
sponsor clubs. Finding one isn’t hard and 
committing to participate is a conscious 
choice to improve oneself. 
 Make a choice. Choose to read.

The author or the author’s work?

much of the talk is self-talk. Paradoxes are 
plentiful. The plot is elusive and obvious. 
The tale is new and well-worn. It is the 
kind of story one gets drawn into entirely, 
and at times wishes he was somewhere 
else. This one is entertainment at a “What 
would I do in those circumstances” level. 
In the hands of a good director, it will 
make a gut-wrenching movie and Anna’s 
role is waiting for an Oscar nomination. 
 That said, Dan Mallory, who wrote 
the book under the pen name A.J. Finn, 
is the target of flak about his book and 
allegations that neither the plot nor 
Anna’s character are original. There are 
more allegations that Mallory himself has 
displayed instances of being unreliable 
and using questionably accurate personal 
information to further his career. He is a 
writer, not an engineer or physician. Nov-
elists earn their living by peddling fiction.
 One can only hope that Mallory is 

ignoring the flak 
and enjoying 
the attention. 
And because 
he has written 
a best-seller 
that is hard to 
stop reading, 
he should be 
smiling at the ac-
cumulating roy-
alties. For all we 
know, he could 
have deliberately 
incorporated 
elements from 

classic and commercially successful works 
to make his novel a success. He would not 
be the first artist to do those things. Some 
writers have a wealth of experiences from 
which to draw their inspirations. Some are 
highly imaginative. Other writers get in-
spiration from other writers. T. S. Elliot is 
supposed to have said that “Good writers 
borrow, great writers steal.” 
 Elliot was not condoning plagiarism; 
he was saying inspiration is everywhere. 
Using an idea or a theme, or even a plot 
is not the same as using entire sentences 
or paragraphs or more. Books or movies 
focused on a person alone and in danger, 
either real or imagined, could fill several 
shelves. 
 Novels based on Shakespeare’s plays 
abound. To my knowledge, no one has 
disparaged George Orwell for basing 
“Brave New World” on “The Tempest,” of 
Jane Smiley for drawing upon “King Lear” 
for “A Thousand Acres.” Has anyone 
downplayed the importance of “Moby 
Dick” because Melville may have looked 
to “Macbeth” or “King Lear”? 
 Whether Mallory borrowed the idea 
for his book or exaggerated his experienc-
es may be an indicator of his character, 
but neither detracts from the quality of his 

novel. He has written an enthralling story 
and fans of psychological thrillers, noir 
murder mysteries, and gothic tales will 
recognize more than a few touches of the 
masters of the genres. 
 “The Woman in the Window” is as 
much fun as a tragic tale can be. Yes, 
the novel draws heavily on other works. 
Alfred Hitchcock fans will think of “Rear 
Window.” Noir fans will recall “Gaslight,” 
the 1944 Ingrid Bergman movie from an 
English play by Patrick Hamilton. Just a 
reminder, Bergman’s husband sets out 
to convince her she is mentally unstable 
and is imagining things. Did Dr. Anna Fox 
see what she believes she saw, or is she 
hallucinating? Keep the question in mind 
as you read, it will add to, not weaken, 
the suspense or help you predict what is 
coming next. 
 Yes, except for Anna, the characters 
are shallow: A too perfect good Samaritan 
named Jane Russell, who may be a murder 
victim. A skeptical cop and a sympathetic 
cop. A physical therapist who doubles as a 
friend. Neighbors who are not neighborly 
and possibly are murderers. An angst-
filled teenage boy who cries to get what 
he wants and whose intimidating father 
openly threatens Anna. A secretive tenant 
who is menacing and seductive and is 
possibly a killer. None of these people are 
especially interesting until the most im-
portant one comes into focus—frightfully 
sharp focus.

Ken Reynolds is 
Smoke Signals’ Books 
Feature Editor. He is 
addicted to books and 
to questioning why 
things are the way they 
are. Email kreynolds@
bigcanoenews.com.

Dan Mallory a.k.a A. 
J. Finn and possible 
resume enhancer.

KEN REYNOLDS

 Colson isn’t an award-winning 
writer because he preaches about 
American myths and realities. He 
doesn’t. He has written a gripping novel 
that has a surprising plot filled with 
diverse characters engaged in complex 
relationships. His theme of injustice and 
its repercussions beats into the reader’s 
mind through superb storytelling.
 On my own, I would never have 
picked a novel about slavery, even a 
Pulitzer prize winner like this one. 
Once I got started, though, Whitehead’s 
characters wouldn’t let me put the book 
down until their story ended with a hint 
of hope for the future.

Book commenters wanted

S
moke Signals wants to hear from our readers about the books they 
read and recommend. Share a few thoughts (like you would say to a 
friend.)
 We also seek book reviewers. If you 

are interested in sharing more detailed 
thoughts about a book, let us know. 
 Any sci-fi or graphic novel fans 
among our readers? Tell us who 
you are; we want your input.
 Have suggestions or 
questions about our 
Books pages?
 Email books@
bigcanoenews.com.
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Books

Book News and New Books
BY DIXON BRADSHAW

FICTION
     In Heather 

Harper Ellett’s 
debut novel 
Ain’t Nobody 
Nobody, readers 
meet Randy 
Mayhill, a wild 
hog hunting 
former rural 
Texas sheriff. He 
lives alone and 
misses his work. 
His best friend 
committed 

suicide as he was about to be arrested for 
growing weed. When a corpse is found on 
his friends’ fence, Randy decides to hide and 
see if the killer returns to the scene. Then 
the body disappears. The complications in 
this one will likely bring a chuckle, especial-
ly to Carl Hiaasen fans. From Polis Books, 
320 pages, September 2019.

In A Beach Wish 
by Shelley Noble, 
we meet Zoe 
Bascombe who 
has never said 
no to her family. 
When she blew 
her Juilliard audi-
tion, she caved to 
their wishes and 
went to business 
school. When her 
mother dies and 
leaves instructions 
for Zoe to spread her ashes at a place called 
Wind Chime Beach, she defies her brothers 
and starts out for a New England town none 
of them has ever heard of and discovers 
a side of her garden club mother that her 
wildest dreams hadn’t imagined. Zoe has 
another family. Her first instinct is to run 
home. Instead she is caught in the middle of 
her feuding new relatives. With one family 
fighting among themselves and the other 
not speaking to her, Zoe must somehow find 
a way to bridge her new life with her old. 
There’s a message for Zoe here—if she has 
the courage to open her heart. Morrow, 384 
pages, July 2019.

 Devastated after the loss of his wife, 
Tom Kennedy and his young son Jake move 
to the sleepy village of Featherbank, looking 
for a much-needed fresh start. But Feath-
erbank has a dark past. Fifteen years ago, a 
twisted serial killer abducted and murdered 

five young boys. 
Until he was fi-
nally caught, the 
killer was known 
as the Whisper 
Man. An old 
crime need not 
trouble Tom 
and Jake as they 
try to settle into 
their new home. 
Except that now 
another boy has 
gone missing. 

And then Jake begins acting strangely. He 
says he hears a whispering at his window. 
The Whisper Man by Alex North is from 
Celadon Books, 368 pages, August 2019.

The Sweetest 
Fruits, by Mo-
nique Truong is a 
novel reimagining 
the lives of three 
extraordinary 
women, bound to-
gether across time 
and place to one 
another by their 
ties to Lafcadio 
Hearn, a globe-
trotting, enigmatic 
Greek-Irish writer. Rosa Antonia Cassimati, 
Hearn’s Greek mother, endures a lonely, 
motherless childhood on the southernmost 
side of the Ionian Islands, confined to her fa-
ther’s house with the exception of a few ec-
statically independent walks to church—un-
til she marries an Anglo-Irish officer in the 
British Army. She travels to Ireland with her 
two-year-old son in 1852, only to be forced 
to leave soon after without him. Alethea Fo-
ley, an African American woman born into 
slavery on a Kentucky plantation, makes 
her way to Cincinnati after the Civil War 
to work as a boardinghouse cook, where, 
in 1872, she meets and marries Hearn, an 
up-and-coming newspaper reporter. In 
Matsue, Japan, in 1891, a former samurai’s 
daughter, Koizumi Setsu, is introduced to a 
newly arrived English teacher and becomes 
the mother of his four children—and his 
unsung literary collaborator. From Viking, 
304 pages, September 2019.

NON-FICTION
       Is our higher education system really 
based on merit? Does access to the elite 
colleges reinforce existing economic con-
ditions? In The Years That Matter Most, 
education journalist Paul Tough argues no 
to the first question and yes to the latter. 

Tough tells 
the stories of 
students trying 
to find their way, 
with hope, joy, 
and frustration, 
through the ap-
plication process 
and into college. 
Drawing on new 
research, the 
book reveals how 
the landscape 

of higher education has shifted in recent 
decades and exposes the hidden truths of 
how the system works and whom it works 
for. And it introduces us to the people who 
really make higher education go: admissions 
directors trying to balance the class and 
balance the budget, college board officials 
scrambling to defend the SAT in the face 
of mounting evidence that it favors the 
wealthy, researchers working to unlock the 
mysteries of the college student’s brain, 
and educators trying to transform potential 
dropouts into successful graduates. Hough-
ton Mifflin Harcourt, 384 pages, September 
2019.

 Casting into 
the Light relates 
the education of 
a young woman 
hell-bent on fol-
lowing her dream 
and learning 
the mysterious 
and profound 
sport, and art, 
of surfcasting, 
on the island of 
Martha’s Vineyard. Janet Messineo knew 
from the get-go that she wanted to be-
come a great fisherman. It took years—and 
many terrifying nights alone on the beach 
in complete darkness, in search of a huge 
creature to pull out of the sea—for her to 
prove to herself and to the male-dominated 
fishing community that she could make her 
dream real. With 18 of the author’s favorite 
fish recipes, this is a book about following 
one’s dreams and about the quiet reckoning 
with self in the long hours of darkness at the 
water’s edge, with the sounds of the ocean, 
the night air, and the jet-black sky. Panthe-
on, 320 pages, July 2019.

 In Hitler's Secret Army: A Hidden 
History of Spies, Saboteurs, and Traitors, 
Tim Tate shares the tale of secret fascists. 
Between 1939 and 1945, more than 70 Allied 
men and women were convicted—mostly 

in secret trials—of 
working to help 
Nazi Germany 
win the war. In 
the same peri-
od, hundreds of 
British Fascists 
were also interned 
without trial 
on specific and 
detailed evidence 
that they were 
spying for, or 
working on behalf 
of, Germany. Collectively, these men and 
women were part of a little-known Fifth 
Column: traitors who committed crimes 
including espionage, sabotage, communi-
cating with enemy intelligence agents and 
attempting to cause disaffection amongst 
Allied troops. Four of these traitors were 
sentenced to death; two were executed, 
while most of the others received lengthy 
prison sentences or were interned through-
out the war. From Pegasus Books, 496 
pages, July 2019.

In 1914 Henry 
Ford and nat-
uralist John 
Burroughs visited 
Thomas Edison in 
Florida and toured 
the Everglades. 
The following 
year Ford, Edison, 
and tiremaker 
Harvey Firestone 
joined together 
on a summer 
camping trip and decided to call themselves 
the Vagabonds. They would continue their 
summer road trips until 1925, when they an-
nounced that their fame made it too difficult 
for them to carry on. Although the Vaga-
bonds traveled with an entourage of chefs, 
butlers, and others, this elite fraternity also 
had a serious purpose: to examine the con-
ditions of America’s roadways and improve 
the practicality of automobile travel. Cars 
were unreliable and the roads were even 
worse. But newspaper coverage of these 
trips was extensive, and as cars and roads 
improved, the summer trip by automobile 
soon became a desired element of American 
life. In The Vagabonds, Jeff Guinn shares 
the story of this pivotal moment in Amer-
ican history. From Simon & Schuster, 320 
pages, July 2019.

O
n a chilly April morning in 1984, 
while driving my daughter to 
middle school, I saw a small 
African American child wearing 

a heavy-looking backpack trudging along 
Powers Ferry Road. I stopped to give him a 
ride. The child, a classmate of my daugh-
ter’s, said he’d been suspended from riding 
the bus and had been walking to and from 
school. I was disturbed to learn that he lived 
in an area off Peachtree Road that I knew 
was over four miles away. He had to start at 
6:30 a.m. to get to school on time, traveling 
on one of the most heavily trafficked parts 
of Buckhead, crossing dangerous intersec-
tions during rush hour. 
 The traffic danger was appalling, but 
what horrified me was that it had been only 
a few years since the city was in the grip 
of a killing spree, from 1979 to 1981—the 
Atlanta Child Murders. Thirty young Afri-
can Americans, many around the age of my 
passenger, had been killed. 
 The principal, however, rejected my 
offer to drive the child to and from school 
during his suspension and informed me 
that his parents were making him walk as 
a “punishment.” I was further shocked by 
the fact that he had no problem with this, 
despite my reminding him of what Atlanta, 
especially the black community, had just 
suffered.
 I couldn’t let it go. Finally, after several 
conversations with City of Atlanta school 
administrators, I learned that Sutton’s 
principal had been informed that school 
policy required him to ensure that parents 
of students suspended from bus service 
knew they must transport them to and from 
school. 
 That principal’s indifference, like that 
of the white community of Atlanta in 1979, 

stayed with me. It influenced my first crime 
novel, “Enough Rope,” and was the inspira-
tion for my fictional death investigator, Hol-
lis Joplin, to go into law enforcement. Most 
of the victims had been poor, streetwise 
kids in downtown Atlanta, and it took over 
a year for city officials to form a task force 
to investigate their murders. Ultimately, a 
23-year-old man named Wayne Williams 
was arrested and put on trial in 1982. 
 The FBI had joined the investigation 
in 1981. They developed a profile that fit 
Williams perfectly: a young, black, homo-
sexual male who could easily navigate the 
areas where the victims lived and had been 
dumped and get them in his car by prom-
ising a job—like joining a boy band that 
Williams, a self-styled “music promoter,” 
promised in a flyer he had circulated. Their 
suggestion to place surveillance teams at 
nearby rivers ultimately led to Williams’ 
arrest. 
 A few months ago, Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms reopened the investigation of the 
Atlanta Child Murders. She emphasized it 
was not an attempt to exonerate Wayne 
Williams, but to use current technology in 
an effort to give the victims’ families some 
closure. Williams was convicted of only 
two murders, those of Nathaniel Cater and 
Jimmy Ray Payne, in which prosecutors felt 
they had the strongest evidence. They were 
also allowed to present similar evidence 
at the trial linking him to 10 other victims 

but opted not to try him for those cases: 
Williams had already been given two con-
secutive life sentences, and the cost of the 
investigation and trial had been exorbitant.    
 Understandably, the victims’ families 
and the black community were outraged by 
the decision to close the other cases. Many 
believed Williams had been a scapegoat to 
quell rising racial tensions and the national 
notoriety Atlanta had received. In 2005, 
Police Chief Louis Graham reopened the 
cases of five victims murdered in the Dekalb 
County section of Atlanta but terminated 
the investigation a year later for lack of new 
evidence. Williams’ lawyers managed to 
get DNA gathered by police tested, but this 
didn’t exonerate him either. 
 In his book, “Mindhunter,” which in-
spired a recent Netflix series, John Douglas, 
the chief FBI profiler during the case, cast 
doubt on Wayne Williams’ guilt as the sole 
killer in the Atlanta Child Murders case. 
He believes the forensic and behavioral 
evidence proves that Williams committed 
only 11 of the murders. The keywords here 
are “sole killer.” A black female juror on 
the Williams case has no doubt that he is 

guilty of the murders of Nathaniel Cater and 
Jimmy Ray Payne, as well as those of the 10 
other victims presented at trial. But she also 
expressed opinions similar to that of John 
Douglas. 
 In a recent TV interview on 11 Alive 
News, she said, “So the public thought one 
way and we witnessed another. We saw 
everything that happened. We listened to ev-
erything that happened . . .. I’ve always had 
the idea that I don’t believe one person could 
do all of them by themselves . . .. If some of 
this technology brings out that he wasn’t 
involved, I’ll be the first to apologize.”
 To date, what has resulted from the 
reinvestigation echoes those opinions. In 
July 2019, in interviews on 11 Alive News 
with APD investigators, four of the cases, 
involving the two female victims and two 
other unidentified male victims, couldn’t be 
linked to Williams. The girls’ deaths “don’t 
fit the pattern,” said APD spokesperson Car-
los Campos. As for the two male victims: 
“In one case, it appears the child may have 
died accidentally; in another case, it appears 
the child may have been killed by a family 
member.”  
 Having sifted through a book, several 
articles, news programs, TV documentaries, 
and dramatizations, I also believe Wayne 
Williams is guilty of the murders presented 
at his trial. But I hope more information 
results from the reinvestigation that will 
help solve the other cases. Many of us in 
Big Canoe moved here from Atlanta and 
lived there during that terrible time. But 
we should all care about what happened 
to these young, vulnerable victims, as well 
as the pain and loss experienced by their 
families.
       And about those who could become 

victims, in whatever 
community they live.

Trisha Donovan 
is retired from law 
enforcement and writes 
crime novels as P.L. Doss.

Reopening the Atlanta child murders investigation

TRISHA DONOVAN

Murder,
etc.

Trisha Donovan.
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For many homeowners in Big Canoe their home is a 
2nd home. Approximately six years ago, a void was  

discovered that was not being addressed for these property  
owners. Many of them wanted a professional service to regularly 
check on their property then issue a timely report of what was found.  
Further, this service needed to be very affordable. Our company,  
Georgia Home Watch, was launched and has been growing ever since!

We determined that to be successful we needed to be professional, 
licensed, insured and bonded as well as dependable operating with 
the highest levels of integrity and confidentiality.  We are members 
of a national Home Watch organization that trains its members in  
various areas of expertise from different inspection methods to  
technical software tools, such as an encrypted GPS system to assure 
clients with a historical database of the physical inspections when they 
are completed. 

Fast forward 6 years and thousands of inspections later and it is  
absolutely amazing all of the issues we have discovered, prevented 
or addressed saving our clients tens of thousands of dollars and even 
more headaches and heartaches.  No one wants to come home after 
having been away for several weeks or months to what was once a  
minor problem that instead became a major issue over time.  We timely 
catch minor issues to prevent them from becoming major headaches.

The variety of issues discovered and services requested has been  
somewhat surprising over the years-just to name a few:

•  Storm related issues with high wind & trees down on homes
•  Snow and ice issues
•  Frozen pipes
•  Animal or pest control issues
•  Water damage from roof leaks, refrigerators, toilets, dehumidifiers 
    and HVAC systems 
•  Refrigerators/Freezers that stopped working which were full of food.
•  Windows that seem to break for no reason at all
•  Mold issues when A/C units have failed
•  Unapproved entries into homes
•  Receipt of furniture deliveries or meeting repair contractors

To learn more about GA Home Watch, visit our website at:  
www.GAHomeWatch.com then click the “Our Technology” tab 
where you can view a three minute video describing our services or 
simply give us a call at 770-561-5483 for more info.  We also provide 
services for full time residents who are away for extended time periods.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Small Company Making Big Difference In Big Canoe 
Georgia Home Watch is very proud to announce the 

completion of our 6,000th Home Inspection in August 2019!

WE ARE YOUR EYES AND EARS WHILE YOU ARE AWAY!
www.GAHomeWatch.com       

Your Eyes And Ears When You Are Away

Absentee 
homeowner 

services

Licensed, 
bonded and 

insured

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@bigcanoenews.com

T
he women who live at Abba 
House came broken, addicted 
and abused. The venue and the 
property upon which the facility 

sat was vacant and unused for two years. 
The transformation for both the venue and 
cottage inhabitants is miraculous.
 Abba House Co-founder and current 
President Cathy Sharp, along with her 
husband Jim, purchased the property as a 
business venture when their thrift store 
businesses began to decline.
 Last summer Abba House announced it 
would be closing its thrift stores on Ga. 400 
in Dawsonville and Hwy. 9 in Silver City. 
 The Hwy. 9 property was cleared, 
revealing a lake and amphitheater; the res-
idents cleared away the wreckage of their 
pasts. The business and the residents are 
born anew and together form a bright future 
as a venue/catering business.
 The Carriage Venue, located just 
south of the historic square of Dawson-
ville, provides indoor options with a 4,000 
square foot venue. The 6-acre site features a 
romantic lake-side gazebo, a stone amphi-
theater, and a 2,100-square-foot banquet 
room overlooking the grounds. The gazebo 
and amphitheater have been the site for 
weddings and can provide seating for 300 
guests. 
 Currently the venue has luncheon 
offerings for dine-in or delivery between 
Tuesday and Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The Carriage Venue is located at 348 Hwy. 
9S, Dawsonville. 

Abba House
 Residents of Abba House are trained 
to run the catering business as servers, food 
handlers, catering manager and market-
ing. The program is a minimum 15-month, 
faith-based residential treatment facility for 
women and their children. Its focus is to 
help women suffering from life-controlling 
issues such as depression, abuse, addictions, 
and eating disorders, among other issues. 
 Abba House was founded in 1992 by 
Christine and Jim Sharp in Okeechobee, Fl. 
with the intention of accepting, encourag-
ing, and healing women struggling with de-
pression and addiction. Hundreds of women 
and their families have been set free to live 
productive lives, according to Chris Sharp. 
 “Disfunction occurs in families and 
healing occurs in families,” Sharp said. “We 
set it up as family.”
 Residents share bathrooms, chores, and 
eat together. 
 Both Sharp and her husband have a 

A new venture, new lives for women of Abba House

Just one of the two paths that lead from the Carriage House venue to the lake-side gaze-
bo and amphitheater where weddings, yoga classes and concerts have been held.

Abba House is a faith-based residential treatment facility for women and their children 
located in Dawsonville, Ga. Program participants work at the event venue next door, 
learning skills that can be used for employment once they transition out of the program.

A secret passageway in a bedroom 
closet that leads to a hidden room where 
original homeowners made peach brandy. 
After Prohibition ended, money from the 
operation was used to establish businesses 
for the three sons. The businesses are still 
in existence today. PHOTOS BY DENISE RAY

history in Christian ministry. While in Flor-
ida, Jim was the Director of The Women’s 
Ministry of Faith Farm—a ministry with 
which Abba House had merged.
 From its humble start of 10 women and 
children, Abba House can now accommo-
date 36 and has become one of the largest 
and most effective women’s ministries in 
the country, according to Sharp. Residents 
are expected to abide by the rules of the 
facility and will be written up should they 
choose not to abide. 
 “There’s lots of structure,” Sharp said. 
“That’s what an addictive person needs. 
Structure.” 

Peach Brandy Cottage
 After the Sharps purchased the prop-
erty, Peach Brandy Cottage from Caroline 
Christie, they made several expensive 
renovations to bring the home up to code, 
including a $60,000 plumbing system. 
They added another bathroom with ADA 
specifications out of need and because they 
wanted to become licensed in Georgia.
 With a giggle in her voice, the former 
dental hygienist shared how people often 
come into the house and want to shop, 
thinking that it’s another thrift store.
 “Nothing’s for sale in here,” she added.
Original fixtures including a claw foot tub 

and two fireplaces remain in the historic 
house with a rocking chair front porch.
 One item does not a moonshine still 
make.
 In 1930, the original homeowners Boyd 
and Sallie Gilleland, built the house for their 
family of five children. The design was 
modified by Gilleland to include a secret 
room in which peach brandy—also known 
as moonshine—was made. The secret room 
was accessible by a secret passageway, 
tucked away in the back of a closet of their 
eldest daughter, Susie’s room. Access was 
gained through a movable wall partition. 
 “He did his business back here, over 
the kitchen,” Sharp said in the large room 
upstairs. “The kitchen chimney is the same 
as the one he used, so you couldn’t detect 
anything.”
 Attic space is L-shaped, according to 
Sharp, so the gentleman would use that area 
to hide. He could also enter and exit the 
house from there. 
 “They were good people,” Sharp said of 
the original homeowners. “That’s just what 
they did to survive back then.”
 When Prohibition ended, Gilleland shut 
down his operation and money was used to 
start his three sons with a business: Amica-
lola Lodge, the Dawsonville Hardware store, 
and the Gulf service station which is now 
City Liquor.
 The irony of recovering addicts and 
alcoholics living n  Continued on next page
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OPINION
BY KEN REYNOLDS 
Kreynolds@bigcanoenews.com

T
here are two kinds of people: 
those who do and those who 
don’t. There are infinite variations 
on that theme, but for me, the 

most provocative are the ones that focus on 
the present versus the future. For example, 
we either intend to leave a legacy for our 
children, or we don’t; we either conduct 
ourselves as though the future matters or 
we live day-to-day.
 Not everyone consciously approaches 
life in such an either-or way, but at decision 
time, we do, or we don’t.
 When I think about what the world 
is like now and compare it to how my 
parents and grandparents lived, I know they 
believed in the future, and they wanted my 
life to be better than theirs. As a parent and 
grandparent, I want the future to be better 
for my descendants. That desire guides 
my decisions, obviously about money, but 
it also makes me recycle, and it makes me 
loathe policies that allow the greedy to undo 
the strides Americans have made in clean-
ing our waterways and the air we breathe.
 And beyond my family, I feel obligated 
to protect the future of my country. No, that 
is not grandiose posturing; it is merely my 
belief that the whole consists of many parts, 
and how those individual parts function 
determines how the whole functions. Ev-
eryone who has been a member of a sports 
team or served in the military knows that. 
Company employees and volunteers in ser-
vice organizations also see the importance 
of everyone doing his or her bit to make 
things work.
 I believe in the idea of America and 
want to protect its future, and that often 
makes me angry about some of the deci-

sions our leaders make. Although there has 
been a lot of competition, the decision that 
has been most on my mind lately concerns 
oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. Disclosure, I am still upset about 
the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill in the 

Gulf of Mexico in 2010.
 What is a wildlife refuge if we disrupt it 
with drilling and the attendant roads, pipe-
lines, noise and living quarters, etc.? Even 
if we agree the disruption may be minor, 
I must ask: Why are we even considering 

drilling there, or at least, why now? Do we 
need that oil now? Aren’t there vast quanti-
ties of oil in other places on earth, areas that 
are not wildernesses or wildlife refuges?
 If the people who make those decisions 
care about the future of America, it seems 
they would leave the oil in our Artic refuge 
until we need it. Are the oil companies and 
their political enablers more interested 
in making money now than they are in 
protecting our future supplies? Or, are they 
concerned that a different energy source 
will supplant oil, and they cannot wait to 
add to their already substantial wealth?
 How one views the issue will depend 
upon whether you believe oil supplies are 
finite or infinite and whether you are more 
concerned about now or the future.
 It is politically popular to keep oil 
prices low, but it is greedy to keep oil prices 
low now and risk depleting a resource we 
will need in the future. It seems that Amer-
ica would be better served to use the oil 
from other parts of the world now and keep 
our fuel for the future and keep our wildlife 
refuges a bit longer. Even if it means con-
sumers pay a little more. 
 Contrary to what opinion polls say we 
believe, Americans have made it plain that 
conserving oil and protecting the atmo-
sphere is not a priority. Meanwhile, the ad-
ministration appears determined to prevent 
California and automobile manufacturers 
from continuing their conservation efforts. 
Now, that is a paradox.
 The question is simple: Do you believe 
conserving our natural resources will help 
make the future better for our children? 
Count me among those who do. 
 Protecting common land and resources 
has nothing to do with my beliefs about 
capitalism versus socialism but has a lot of 
influence on how I will vote.

Seismic testing in the Artic must be done in winter when the frozen ground can support 
the great weight of seismic testing vehicles. Polar bears give birth in winter and must 
spend at least three months in the den. The testing and the heavy vehicles have the 
potential to disturb and/or harm the bears.

Those who do and those who don’t

A shot of the interior of 2,100 square foot banquet room at The 
Carriage Venue. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CARRIAGE VENUE

A large upstairs room where the still once stood is now a gather 
space and play area for the residents of Abba House and their 
children.

in a former distillery is not lost on Sharp.
 “God has a sense of humor,” she said 
with a chuckle. “It all belongs to Him, any-
way.”
 Gilleland worked in the Dahlonega 
mines and eventually became the Tax Col-
lector in Dawson County. 
 After he died, “Thunder Road” as Hwy. 
9 was known back then was paved. Sallie 
opened their home to workers, making 
hospitality part of its history.  
 The house was built on a 20-acre work-
ing farm with cattle, a barn, lake and crops. 
It is listed in both the Georgia Registry of 
Historic Places and the National Registry of 
Historic Places as The Boyd & Sallie Gille-
land House.

n  Continued from previous page

DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com

D
awson County officials broke 
ground Sept. 17 for their new-
est fire station. 
       Located at Sweetwater-Ju-

no Rd. near the intersection of Reagan 
Rd., the fire station is expected to be 
completed in the summer of 2020.
 It will be a 3-bay station and be 
manned by a minimum of three firefight-
ers daily, according to Dawson County 
Emergency Services Director Danny 
Thompson. 
 The station is estimated to cost $1.5 
million and will be SPLOST 6 funded. 
 Guests at the event included Dawson 
County Emergency Services personnel, 
representatives of the architectural firm 

Clark Patterson Lee, Dawson County 
Board of Commissioners, Dawson Coun-
ty administration and general contractor 
CT Darnel. 
 With the addition of this fire station, 
response times and insurance ratings 
will be greatly decreased, according to 
Thompson. 
 Commission Chairman Billy Thur-
mond said that the station will bring a 
level of emergency response to this area 
of the county that most of the rest of the 
county has been accustomed to for years.
 Thompson said that once the new 
building is completed, the public will be 
invited to a “Grand Opening” ceremony 
which will include tours. Due to parking 
constraints the Ground Breaking event 
was not open to the public.

DENISE RAY
dray@bigcanoenews.com

L
aunch trampoline park is slated 
to come to former Kroger site by 
spring 2020.
       A family entertainment center 

for Dawson County was announced at the 
September 19 voting session of the county 
commissioners. The center will occupy 
30,000 square feet of the building that once 
housed Kroger at 6625 Dawson Village.
 “We wanted to provide the citizens of 
Dawson County with somewhere safe to do, 
something to do,” Corey Stalnaker, franchi-
see, said. “Launch is an innovative leader in 
the family entertainment industry and we 
couldn’t be more excited about bringing 
new and exciting attractions to the area.” 
Stalnaker and his wife, Christina will own 
and operate the new park. 
 The year-round family and entertain-
ment park is set to open by spring break 
2020.
 “We have had to fight really hard to get 
into Dawson County,” Christina Stalnaker 
said. 
 The Stalnakers have three young 
children. He is a vice president of opera-
tions in the construction management and 
development industry. His wife, Christina, 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUNCH

Family entertainment center bouncing into Dawsonville

is the children’s pastor at Highlands Church 
in Cumming. They wanted to invest in 
something that would keep kids active and 
entertained while encouraging confidence, 
self-esteem and social skills. 
 “I think the local community will be re-
ally impressed with Launch’s setup,” Corey 
said. “There’s a focus on family entertain-
ment and fitness and safety. We make it a 

really fun, cool atmosphere for everybody.”
 Mixing sports and entertainment, the 
new park will feature a ninja style obstacle 
course, two-story TAG active arena, laser 
tag arenas, and full redemption video games 
scattered throughout the facility. The park 
will also include wall-to-wall inter-con-
nected trampolines with angles trampoline 
walls, as well as signature trampoline courts 

dedicated to dodgeball and slam dunk bas-
ketball. 
 “When open, the park will be a perfect 
social gathering place for birthday parties, 
date night family events, corporate events, 
fundraiser or just friendly get-togethers in a 
safe and enjoyable environment,” Christina 
said. 
 The franchise is co-owned by NFL Hall 
of Famer Ty Law. According to Law, this is 
an incredibly exciting time for Launch, as 
the franchise continues to expand across 
the country. 
 “Our parks are not just a business, but 
a space where families come together to 
create lasting memories,” Law said.
 News of the new business was well-re-
ceived by the community. 
 “We are thrilled that Launch is opening 
in Dawsonville,” Christie Moore, Dawson 
County Chamber president, said. “The 
revitalized Dawson Village Shopping Center 
is becoming a hub of family activity that will 
continue to increase with the addition of 
Launch.”
 “Great addition to our community,” 
said Dawson County Commission Chairman 
Billy Thurmond. 
 This will be the third Launch facility in 
Georgia; the other two are located in Cum-
ing and Columbus.

County breaks ground for fire station

From left to right: Chairman Billy Thurmond, District 1 Commissioner Sharon Fausett, 
District 3 Commissioner Tim Satterfield, Fire Chief Danny Thompson, CT Darnell 
Project Manager Dwayne Darlington, County Manager David Headley. PHOTO COURTESY OF 

DAWSON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES
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