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Big Canoe novelist 
looks behind police badges

BY JANE GALVIN

D
id you hear the one about the 
Great Pyrenees who walks into 
a bar? Doesn’t sound plausible? 
Then how about a Great Pyrenees 

walks—on his own volition—into the Big 
Canoe Animal Rescue?
 The same place he escaped from by 
jumping a six-foot fence then leading ev-
eryone involved on a 12-day rescue mission. 
Thus, begins the story of Sinbad. 
 Saturday, April 25: A Great Pyrenees 
was spotted on Petit Ridge Drive and Indian 
Pipe Road in Big Canoe. Several people 
called BCAR to alert them to the dog. 
 Tom Attaway, BCAR co-president 
responded to the call. The dog would not 

BY WAYNE TIDWELL
wtidwell@smokesignalsnews.com

E
nsign Julia Morrow of Big Canoe 
may have missed the traditional 
ceremony of her Naval Acade-
my graduation because of the 

COVID-19pandemic, but she saw plenty of 
pomp as approximately 100 vehicles formed 
a parade to salute her accomplishment.
 Morrow, the 22-year-old daughter of 
Scott and Lori Shiffman, graduated with a 
B.S. degree in quantitative economics from 
the Naval Academy in June and will report 
for duty in San Diego toward the end of 
summer. She completed her last semester 
through virtual classes from home.
 The surprise parade started at 10:30 
a.m. Saturday morning in the Big Canoe 

Chapel parking lot and wound around 
Buckskull to Pettit Ridge Drive to Wilder-
ness Parkway then crossed the dam where 
Morrow and her parents were standing at 
the North Georgia Veterans Memorial on 
the pretense of having family photos taken. 
Cars were adorned with patriotic and mil-
itary decorations and fire department and 
law enforcement vehicles were positioned 
sporadically throughout the parade column. 
Lights were flashing and horns beeped as 
they saluted Julia and her family.
 “It was absolutely amazing,” Morrow’s 
proud mother said, estimating that there 
were 100-120 vehicles in the parade. “
 Morrow went to Cherokee Christian 
High School in Woodstock, where she 
was very involved in athletics and was a 
point guard on the 

A relaxed Sinbad loves playing with 
and attention from Liz Wintter’s 
granddaughter at the BCAR kennel. 
PHOTO BY LIZ WINTTER

Sinbad: The prodigal dog returns to Big Canoe Animal Rescue
get into a car, had no collar and would not 
let Attaway put a slip-lead collar on him. He 
went back to BCAR and picked up a Have a 
Heart Trap, set it up, baited it and ended up 
catching the dog. The dog, a Great Pyrenees 
likely around 90 pounds, filled the trap and 
was a little traumatized by being caught in 
such a small enclosure. Attaway named the 
dog Sinbad (BCAR’s tradition that whoever 
catches the dog or cat has naming rights). 

The adventures of Sinbad begin
 Thursday, May 7: Sinbad escapes BCAR 
by jumping or scaling a six-foot fence. Liz 
Wintter, BCAR’s other co-president, and 
several volunteers trailed Sinbad down 
Steve Tate Highway north of Big Canoe. 
 Barb Peterson, who lives on Steve Tate 
near Big Canoe, owns two Great Pyrenees. 
She walked down Steve Tate with her dog 
Annabelle to a dirt fire road where Sinbad 
was hanging out to try to attract and then 
catch him. The attracting part worked but 
not the catching part. Shortly after Sinbad 
headed further down the fire road, Jason 
Hutcherson, the director of Dawson Hu-
mane Society Shelter, and Brendan Grindle, 
the Dawson County Animal Control officer 
came to that location and walked down the 
road looking for Sinbad. He had vanished 
into the woods. 
 Friday, May 8: Sinbad was sighted off 
Hwy. 136 overlook, looking down on Jasper 
in Pickens County. Sinbad turned up a 
driveway leading to a small farm. Pamela 
Cronan, who lives in the area, knew the 
property was up for sale and called the real 
estate agent. The owner, she learned, had 
three Great Pyrenees n  SINBAD  |  Page 2

Surprise parade gives Ensign Morrow 
some pomp for her Naval Academy graduation

The agreement for Bobby Jones Links to manage Big Canoe was signed Friday, May 22 by 
POA President Bob Crouch (center at the table) with Bobby Jones Links Founding Partners 
Steve Willy (left) signing and Whitney Crouse (right). Watching the important event were 
(l. to r.) POA Directors Regis Falinski, Wayne Crawford and Lou Stephenson standing on 
the clubhouse greens with Lake Sconti and Big Canoe’s mountains in the background. 

BY BARBARA SCHNEIDER
bschneider@smokesignalsnews.com

A
fter months of consideration, 
the Big Canoe POA Board of 
Directors officially approved a 
management agreement with 

Bobby Jones Links at the Thursday, May 
21 board meeting. The agreement for Bob-
by Jones Links to manage the Big Canoe 
community for three years was signed by 
POA President Bob Crouch and Bobby 
Jones Links Founding Partners Steve Willy 
and Whitney Crouse Friday, May 22 on 
the clubhouse greens with Lake Sconti 
and Big Canoe’s mountains as background.     

 At the May 21 meeting Lou Stephen-
son made the motion to approve with 
Wayne Crawford seconding; the vote was 
unanimous for those attending. Director 
Jay Goldman was absent due to illness. 
 Calling the agreement “a major mile-
stone,” Couch said “The more I deal with 
Gautam [Patankar] and Bobby Jones Links 
people the more optimistic I become.” 
 “Bobby Jones Links is a quality com-
pany with quality people, great service 
and great direction,” said Director Phil 
Baldwin. 
 POA Directors Regis Falinski and 
Goldman headed up the committee that 
negotiated the agreement 

POA board, Bobby Jones 
Links sign agreement for 

management of Big Canoe

n  POA  |  Page 2

Ensign Julia Morrow with parents Scott and Lori Shiffman at the North Georgia 
Veterans Memorial on the Petit Dam where a parade of more than 100 vehicles saluted 
her. PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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living on this small farm. When he moved 
to Alabama and tried to take all three 
dogs with him, one dog—likely the Great 
Pyrenees now named Sinbad—wouldn’t 
cooperate, so the farm owner left him there. 
 Hoping that Sinbad would settle in to 
his former home, Pamela said she would 
feed him until BCAR made plans to rescue 
him. But Sinbad had other ideas. He took off 
yet again and was sighted at Dollar General 
on Cove Road in Pickens County. A Pickens 
County deputy was there as well. People fed 
Sinbad, tried to catch him and someone else 
tried to get him into a car. No dice.
 Friday, May 9: Sinbad was sighted at 
Fausett Lake Road about 8 p.m. Wintter and 
Attaway responded and tried to trap him 
again for about an hour but Sinbad was now 
too leery of a trap. They then tried to sedate 
him with two tablets prescribed by Dr. 
Haberman, BCAR’s vet.  They had visions 
of rolling an unconscious Sinbad onto a 
blanket, lifting him into an SUV and heading 
to BCAR to celebrate. After 90 minutes 
Sinbad became groggy—but not enough for 
Liz and Tom to approach him without being 
growled or snapped at. They gave another 
tablet and waited another 90 minutes. At 
1 a.m. Wintter and Attaway were joined 
by Attaway’s wife Karen and two Dawson 
County deputies. Although Sinbad was 
groggy and could hardly stand up, no one 
could get a muzzle on him and the five 
rescuers could not herd him into a crate. 
Sinbad staggered off into the woods and at 
2:15 a.m.; Liz and Tom gave up.  Sinbad was 
in a safe place under a tree, 20 to 30 feet 
from the road. The deputies told Tom and 
Liz to call Dawson County Animal Control 
for help. 
 Sunday, May 10 (Mother’s Day): Sinbad 
spent the entire day at Susan and Fred Pem-
ber’s house on Fausett Lake Road. He was 
gone the next morning. 
 Monday, May 11: Sinbad was seen on 
Hwy. 136 headed toward Hwy.183. Four 
Dawson County deputies blocked traffic on 
Hwy. 136 so Dawson Animal Control could 
try to snare him with the pole and snare. 
When Sinbad saw the pole, he took off. Lat-
er that evening Sinbad was sighted on Hwy. 
136 and Saffron Mountain. 
 Tuesday, May 12: Sinbad was sighted in 
Big Canoe around Grouse Gap, Petit Ridge, 
Bear Creek View, Fallen Deer, Little Beaver 
Run and Woodland Trace.
 Wednesday, May 13: Sinbad was 
sighted near the Trinity Church/Deer Run 
subdivision area.
 Thursday, May 14: When Sinbad was 
seen on Steve Tate Hwy. north of Big Canoe 
Attaway went to investigate. BCAR’s game 
plan was to get Sinbad to a quiet place, 
away from a major highway then sedate 
him and wait 60-90 minutes for the sedative 
to take effect. They knew this wouldn’t 
knock him out but it should at least slow 
him down. Meanwhile they planned to call 
either Pickens or Dawson animal control 
depending upon which county Sinbad was 
found in to come catch him. 
 Friday, May 15: BCAR was told Sinbad 
was seen on Wilderness Parkway. Liz and 
Tom found him; sedated him and waited 90 
minutes for the sedative to work. Dawson 
County Animal Control came right away. 
Despite being drugged 90 minutes earlier, 
as soon as Sinbad saw the pole and snare, 
he jumped off a five-foot retaining wall 
and ran into the woods. BCAR borrowed a 
larger trap from Dawson County and set it 
that night off Wilderness Parkway with the 
homeowner’s permission. Sinbad slept off 
the sedative 40 feet away from the trap. No 
cigar! 
 Saturday, May 16: BCAR contacted 
POA President Bob Crouch and POA 
Communication Director Tim Moran who, 
at BCAR’s request, immediately sent out an 
alert to all residents asking them to not feed 
or approach this dog and to notify BCAR 
with his location. They warned everyone 
that the dog doesn’t want to bite anyone 
but he will if he feels threatened. They let 
everyone know that if someone is bitten and 
the dog isn’t caught and quarantined for 10 

Sinbad in his wild, wandering days.

Sinbad and his new buddy Roscoe are hanging out in the BCAR kennel, watching Liz 
Wintter to see if she’s serving up their food. PHOTOS BY LIZ WINTTER

days, that person will need to have rabies 
shots. 
 BCAR’s next report had Sinbad back on 
Petit Ridge. The home owner gave BCAR 
permission to set up a trap in the yard. At 
about 7:30 p.m. Attaway and volunteer Jim 
Knapp set a trap only to learn at 8:30 p.m. 
someone was feeding Sinbad 20 feet from 
the trap. Obviously, he didn’t go into the 
trap that night or the next morning. 
 Sunday, May 17: Sinbad was seen on 
Steve Tate Hwy at Home Restaurant. No 
doubt hoping for a take-out order. He then 
was seen at Big Canoe’s Recycling Center. 
Wintter was on kennel duty and saw a cou-
ple of people try to approach and catch him. 
Once they gave up and left, Wintter said 
Sinbad walked down the BCAR driveway 
and into the dog yard he had previously oc-
cupied. Wintter opened the gate then closed 
it behind him. 
 BCAR’s current goal is to keep Sinbad 
from escaping and to get him safely to 
the vet for a medical check-up and neu-
tered. Getting him into a crate in order to 
transport him to the vet will be challenging.  
BCAR is having discussions with Great 
Pyrenees Rescue of Atlanta about fostering 
Sinbad until a forever home can be found 
for him. 
 Dogs do not abide by human time lines. 
BCAR would have liked to have him vetted, 
neutered and at Great Pyrenees Rescue by 
now. First, Sinbad has to feel safe with the 
people taking care of him at BCAR. From 
experience with other BCAR dogs—Casper, 
Peabo, and Judy come to mind—it can take 
months to bring these dogs into BCAR. 
 Sinbad, the great canine adventurer, is 
doing fine in BCAR. The volunteers say he 
is eating them out of house and home. Wint-
ter said her seven-year-old granddaughter 
Ansleigh was playing with Sinbad shortly 
after he turned himself in. Sinbad came 
running up to Ansleigh when he saw her as 
if he was seeing a long-lost friend.

Thanks to the community
 BCAR would like to thank everyone 
who helped them these past weeks to res-
cue Sinbad.
 Steve and Kismet Mikos first sighted 
this dog in Big Canoe. Steve stayed there 
until Attaway arrived, helped trap and get 
him to BCAR. 
 Pamela Cronan help BCAR discover 
some of Sinbad’s history. 
 Jamie Venable and Richard Rambo, two 
Big Canoe residents, helped BCAR multiple 
times, trying to catch him. 
 Barb Peterson assisted BCAR using her 
dog Annabelle to attract Sinbad.
 Tracey and Ed French spotted the 
dog along Steve Tate Hwy and waited for 
Attaway to arrive. 
 Bill and Karen Handler on Petit Ridge 
and two other property owners on Wilder-
ness Parkway gave BCAR permission to use 
their driveways to set up traps. 
 Della Clendenin, Pat Kriss and Barbara 
Henry helped check the traps every hour 
or two and stopped others from feeding 
Sinbad. 
 Barbara Schneider put BCAR in touch 
with a contact at Great Pyrenees Rescue of 
Atlanta.
 Two Dawson County deputies and a 
Pickens County deputy.
 Brendan Grindle and Angela Byers 
from Dawson County Animal Control were 
very helpful and cooperative from day one.
 Bob Crouch and Tim Moran for alert-
ing all Big Canoe residents about this dog 
and his eventual capture.        
 Jo Young and Liz Wintter responding 
to a multitude of calls about Sinbad. 
 Being the humble character he is, Tom 
Attaway provided most of the facts for 
this article but didn’t want his name on the 
byline. Thank you, Tom for all your efforts.   
 Stay tuned. We will bring you more 
info on the adventures of Sinbad as they 
occur.

and ironed out the details over the last 
few months. The draft agreement was 
posted on the POA website for two weeks 
to allow property owners to review the 
draft and submit questions to the board. 

Cautious reopening 
 Interim General Manager Gautam Pa-
tankar reported on the process to reopen 
amenities in light of Gov. Brian Kemp’s 
latest order. Patankar expects the Well-
ness Center, including the indoor pool, 
to resume regular hours with 10 property 
owners at a time socially distanced. He 
plans to open the Veranda June 1 likely 
with a capacity to seat 40-50 people in 
compliance with socially distanced rules. 
He also anticipated tennis organized play 
June 1 for a maximum of eight players. 
 The Wildcat pool will open June 1 
under social distancing guidelines. The 
Swim Club pool will reopen after it is 
drained, acid washed, refilled and re-in-
spected June 7 by a Pickens County health 
inspector. The beaches will remain closed 
until June 7. 
 He anticipates a bulk trash date at the 
end of June. 

 Questions about insurance coverage 
protecting Big Canoe amenities from any-
one claiming to catch COVID-19 while in 
the pool have been directed to the POA’s 
lawyers.

Curbside service results
 Director of Amenities Robert Sabat 
reported on the curbside lunch and dinner 
service from March 26 through May 17. 
The numbers do not include any food 
service at Duffers.   
 Revenue was $85,991 with a net loss 
of $11,285, he said, noting that overall lunch 
lost money and dinner was profitable. 
Labor costs were $62,204 which covered 
the hourly staff plus three chefs.  These 
labor costs were 72 percent (lunch and 
dinner curbside) which is higher than the 
estimated 55 percent of total cost. Supplies 
comprised $8,315, nine percent with cost 
of sales $26,757.
 “The good part is that we are pro-
viding a service to our property owners,” 
commented Crouch.

Housing sales steady
 There have been 89 property sales 
year to date, including 79 house and 10 lot 
sales said Director of Finance Jayne Ha-
gan. The $414,000 average price is down a 
bit—but still higher than the end of 2019, 
she said, adding that the average was 
$437,000 last month. She attributes the 

difference to the fact that several condo 
sales were included.  There are 18 homes 
currently under construction and three 
pending. 
 Baldwin. who represents the devel-
oper and is a real estate professional with 
Big Canoe Realty said, “There are now 123 
homes for sale including three condos. 
That’s low for a community the size of Big 
Canoe, especially in spring, typically the 
house buying season.” He added that 12 
lots sold in the last 180 days; 26 in the last 
365 days and there are 129 lots listed now.
 Big Canoe Realty has sold 98 homes 
in last 180 days; 360 were sold last year.  
He said the firm’s Discovery Package will 
be starting up again and from folks he’s 
talked to vacation home rentals will start 
up in June.  

AECD Rules and regs changes
 Director of Operations Jason 
Brownell reported the changes in the 
Architecture Environmental Control 
Department (AECD) rules and regula-
tions will be voted on in July.  Brownell 
explained that these changes are to add 
more specific verbiage regarding feeding 
wildlife, illegal entry, control of domestic 
animals and noise restrictions. There will 
be a second reading in June with a vote in 
July. The proposed changes are posted on 
the POA website in the meeting section.
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basketball team—at 4’11 and less than 100 
pounds—according to her mother. 
 “This is an example of her determina-
tion and athleticism,” her mother said.  
 Last year Morrow served as Surface 
Warfare Officer during a summer at-sea 
exercise. 
 “She is all about serving,” said Shiffman. 
“Julia has been active in Baptist Christian 
Ministry and had traveled to New York over 
her spring break for mission work. When 
the pandemic spread, classes at the Naval 
Academy were stopped and she returned 
home from New York to Big Canoe to finish 
her senior year online, missing all the great 
senior activities along with all the other 
high school and college seniors across the 
country.”
 She has two older sisters: Nina Mor-
row, 25 and Leah Morrow 24.

Family and friends gather to help Julia 
Morrow celebrate her graduation from the 
U. S. Naval Academy and achieving her 
new “Ensign” status. Pictured at the North 
Georgia Vet’s Military Monument on 
Lake Petit Dam are (l. to r.) Lori Shiffman 
(mom), Nina Morrow (sister), Ericka 
Youngberg and Maddie McMahon 
(best friends from middle school), Julia 
Morrow, Leah Morrow (sister), Brett 
Gammon (Leah’s boyfriend), Aaron 
Ceroy (Julia’s boyfriend) and Scott 
Shiffman (stepdad). PHOTOS BY JIM FRANCIS

"I am so grateful to the local community and all the support 
they showed me. It was very humbling to see so many men 
and women coming out to make the parade happen. Peo-
ple from all different paths of public service — firefighters, 
policemen, veterans — and from the local neighbors as well! 
It is the kindness of this community that leaves me over-
whelmed with joy. I am beyond blessed to have experienced 
such incredible thoughtfulness. As I saw the parade proces-
sion of so many wonderful people, I was reminded once more 
why I joined the Navy in the first place: to help preserve the 
ideals of our nation, protect its people, and to learn from the 
amazing men and women who have come before me. As I felt 
such love and support, I realized how much God has blessed 
me with such an awesome community. Thank you!"

- Ensign J. N. Morrow

 PHOTO COURTESY OF LORI SHIFFMAN
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BOB CROUCH

POA President’s
Report

A 
major milestone was reached 
on May 22 with the signing of 
a management agreement with 
Bobby Jones Links (BJL). A 

vote by the board on May 21 followed an 
extensive process including input from 
several property owners who were sub-
ject matter experts, two readings of the 
key provisions of the agreement, posting 
of the draft on the POA website and com-
ments from property owners. 
 BJL will be providing an updated 
forecast in June for the remainder of 2020. 
An incentive clause includes improved 
income, food and beverage performance 
as well as property owner satisfaction.
 The Capital Contribution Fee work 

group conducted its initial meeting last 
week. POA Director Candace Robertson 
leads a strong team of property owners. 
You can expect a recommendation and 
property owner vote later in 2020.
 Director of Amenities Robert Sabat 
presented the financials for the curbside 
pickup dining program that has been 
in effect for almost two months. The 
revenue was $86,000 with an $11,000 net 
loss. The program has been very well 
received as property owners comment 
on the consistent quality and service. 

It is expected 
that the curb-
side service 
will continue 
to provide a 
convenient 
option as the 
clubhouse 
phases into 
operation.

POA board reaches major milestone agreement, 
following extensive review process 

BOB CROUCH

BY JANE GALVIN  

Y
ou would think that having a 
son in the army in the Middle 
East would make you immune 
to the plea so many parents 

hear: "Mom and Dad, I want to bring a dog 
home."
 Not the case for the Taylor family in 
Big Canoe.
 Their son, a recent West Point grad-
uate, was sent to the Middle East to set up 
a camp in the desert. He hadn't been there 
long when a dog appeared in the camp. As 
is the case in most of these situations the 
soldiers started feeding the dog some of 
their MRE's (meals ready to eat). The sol-
diers named the dog Conan after the hero 
dog Conan, who brought down the Islamic 
State leader Abu Bahr al-Baghdadi in 2019.
 The higher up brass learned of Conan 
being in the camp. They were not pleased.
 The Taylor's son, who the Taylor's 
have asked not be named for security 
reasons, took it upon himself to contact 
Puppy Rescue Mission (PRM). (Check out 
their Face Book page. Very interesting his-
tory.) Puppy Rescue Mission is a non-prof-
it out of Texas. Its sole purpose is to bring 
dogs and cats back from the Middle East. 
The PRM contact person for the coun-
try Conan was in came to the camp and 
picked him up. She fostered him until the 
$2,000 could be raised for Conan's journey 
back to the United States. That took all of 
three days.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TAYLOR FAMILY

From the Middle East’s sands to Big Canoe’s 
green mountains, one dog's remarkable journey

 Conan arrived at JFK Airport in New 
York City and was to make a connecting 
flight to Atlanta. That proved not to be 
easy.  The airline Conan was flying to 
Atlanta would not accept his crate.  That 
took a week to sort out.  Conan was board-
ed at The Ark, a kennel well known for 
boarding pets coming in from overseas.
 The Taylors met Conan in the cargo 
area of Atlanta's Hartsfield-Jackson airport 
and drove him home to Big Canoe. Mr. 
Taylor dropped Conan and Mrs. Taylor off 
at the corner of their street and then went 
home, leashed up their other two dogs 

and walked them up the street where Mrs. 
Taylor and Conan were waiting. Meeting 
on neutral ground with a new dog is a 
must.
 The walk home went well, and Conan 
is now a much-loved member of the Tay-
lor family.
 If he could talk, I am sure Conan 
would tell us he much prefers Big Canoe 
over desert sands and American dog 
food to the Army's MRE's. Conan is an 
extremely sweet Sloughi/Canaan mix. 
Wishing Conan a long happy life with the 
Taylor family in Big Canoe.Conan before and after.

Conan in the desert.
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FABULOUS TIMBER FRAME

371 MYSTIC TRAIL, THE 
PRESERVE AT SHARP MTN.

Elegant Timber Frame Home in 
Premier Gated Community

3BR, 2FULL/2 HLF BA  ~  $625,000

www.CampriniandCompany.com • NO registration required.

WONDERFUL FAMILY HOME

369 CHEROKEE TRAIL
Ken Rice built Custom 
Home on Corner Lot

4BR, 4BA  ~  $459,000

STYLE AND LOCATION

234 PETIT RIDGE DRIVE 
Custom Built Home in Prime Location

4BR,  3 FULL BA, 2 HALF BA
 $575,000

30 MILE VIEWS

476 WILDCAT DRIVE
Pristine custom David Hall Wildcat home 

with 30 mile long range views
4BR, 4.5BA ~  $949,000

FABULOUS VIEW AND DESIGN

10 SUMMIT DRIVE WEST
180° Lake Petit Views!  

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $949,000

MOTIVATED SELLERS!

78 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
Charming LIKE NEW Craftsman near 

Club w/Views
3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $475,000

FEATURED HOMESITES...

GENTLEMAN’S ESTATE

3088 SKITTS MOUNTAIN RD.
The Ultimate Country Retreat

4BR, 3BA, 2HLF BA, ~  $975,000

ADORABLE MOUNTAIN COTTAGE

57 SHAGGY MAPLE
Open Plan exudes “Mountain” 
charm on secluded cul-de-sac
 3BR, 3.5BA  ~  $325,000

FRESHLY PAINTED & NEW HVAC

1752 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
Wonderful Opportunity!  A little 

vista pruning a you’ll have a 
gorgeous interior BC view.
3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $249,000

WALK TO INDIAN ROCKS PARK

211 FALLEN DEER PATH
Beautifully Updated and 

Move-In Ready!
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $375,000

HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

158 WOODSTREAM POINT
Total Remodel, Handicap Accessible, 

Close to North Gate  
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $375,000

Information provided is deemed reliable, but not guaranteed.

PRISTINE COND W/PERFECT LOCATION

74 CHEROKEE WAY
Beautiful Home in Great Neighborhood 

and Best Location 
4BR, 3BA  ~  $434,500

Cell: (770) 856-9725 
Berkshire Hathaway Home 

Services Georgia Properties

 (678) 513-2023

325 Brannon Rd. Ste 200, Cumming GA 30041 

Email: jack.camprini@gmail.com
Jack Camprini

REALTOR 

BIG CANOE RESIDENT

AUTHENTIC ALPINE LOG HOME

32 RACCOON RUN RIDGE
Exquisitely furnished Mtn Lodge 
w/spectacular views, masterful 

craftsmanship & complete tranquility  
6BR, 4.5BA  ~  $1,200,000

BEST SCHOOLS

630 PORTICO POINT
Large Family Home on Private lot in 

Highly Sought Alpharetta SD
 7BR, 6 BA  ~  $629,000

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services|Georgia Properties|#1 Real Estate Company in greater Atlanta

Y  Prestigious Phoenix Award (11 Years Board of Realtors Circle of Excellence)
Y Leading Edge, President, and Chairman’s Circle Gold Awards
Y  Lifetime Member Multi-Million Dollar Club

R  Member 400 North Board of Realtors
R  Accredited Buyer’s Representative
R  Certified Fine Home & International Property Specialist
R  Certified Skilled Negotiator

SHOWCASE HOME 

164 BOBCAT RIDGE DRIVE
“Cooking Light” Magazine’s 

Showcase Home
4BR, 6.5B  ~  $1,150,000

PRICE REDUCTION

18 NUGGET LANE
Quality Custom Home on 1.59 Acres

4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $689,000

FULLY FURNISHED

367 WINDFLOWER DRIVE
Turn Key!  

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $389,000

LUXURY WITH A VIEW

80 TEABERRY LANE
Warm and Gracious Home in a great 
location w/Beautiful Mountain Views

5BR, 5.5BA  ~  $775,000

PRICE REDUCTION

78 PONY LANE
Custom Built/Great Value & Location

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $349,000

FABULOUS LIKE NEW CONDO

1070 BROOK KNOLL LANE
The Orchards at Brannon Oak Farm 

Cumming’s Nicest Active Adult 
Community

3BR, 3BA  ~   $347,900

• 6501 Buckskull Ridge - $149,000 
• 1264 Grouse Gap - $79,900 - Large Lot - BIG View!
• 470 Falcon Heights Lane  - $90,000 - Views to Amicalola & Beyond!
• 8256 Cox Mtn Rd  - $99,000 - Big Canoe’s Finest View Lot - See it all!

• 238 Sanderlin Mtn Dr - $165,000 -  Level entry lot with Big View to Amicolola, 
   Dahlonega and Mt Yonah.
• 8133 Wilderness Parkway - $57,500 - Mature trees, natural hardwoods and 2 Streams!
• 8188 Willow Dr, $55,900 -  Great Lot with View

• 2641 Sconti Point - Easy build end of cul-de-sac lot ON BOTH SIDES OF BLACKWELL CREEK with Lake Sconti and golf course views for only $30,000! SOLD

1+ACRES IN BLACKWELL CREEK

109 RED BUD PASS
Fabulous Family Home with Curb 

Appeal in Blackwell Creek 
4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $599,000

NEW LISTING

1358 COX MOUNTAIN DRIVE
Luxurious Mountain Living

5BR, 4F, 2H BATHS  ~  $1,000,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING

113 SCONTI KNOLL DRIVE
Southern Living Show Home

4BR, 5BA  ~  $547,500

UNDER CONTRACT

... has earned its reputation for 
QUALITY LISTINGS & SUPERIOR SERVICE

m

Listing 

and 

Selling 

the Best 

of Big 

Canoe

m

UPDATED AND MOVE IN READY!

21 YEARLING LANE 
Charming Cabin in Great Location

3BR, 3BA  ~  $249,000

NEW LISTING

401 SUMMIT DRIVE
Fabulous Views, Gardens and 

Water Features
4BR, 3FULL BA, 3HALF BA  ~  

$649,500

NEW LISTING

31 PONY LANE
Pristine Craftsman in Prime Location

3BR, 3.5BA  ~   $449,000

SOLDSOLD

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT
SOLD

212 CHESTNUT RISE TRAIL
Perfect Location in Heart of Big Canoe

4BR, 4.5BA  ~  $249,000

NEW LISTING

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

74 PETIT RIDGE DR. 
Classic Lake Living

4BR, 3.5BA  ~  $600,000

UNDER CONTRACT

NEW LISTING

183 DEER RUN RIDGE
Beautiful Views and 
Waterfall Sounds.

3BR, 2.5BA  ~  $295,000

UNDER CONTRACT
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87 Woodpecker Way      

$499,000
.........

• 3800 + - square feet 

• 3 BRs on Main, 1 on Terrace

• Mountain View 

• Circular Driveway

• Covered Decks and Breezeway

• Excellent Storage

• FOR SALE •

Nick Schiltz, Associate Broker • 404-281-8773
Solid Source Realty GA • 770-475-1130 Ext. 3734

269 Cherokee Trail  

$569,000
.........

• 4000 + - square feet 

• 2 BRs on Main, 2 on Terrace

• 2 car Garage plus 1 car Garage

• Keeping room  

• Office

• New roof  1/2020

1051 McElroy 

Mountain Drive

  $659,000
.........

• 4200+- square feet 

• 3 BRs,4 BA,1 half  bath

• Classic Modern Mountain

• Mountain View

• Custom cabinets

• Enclosed garden area 

with stone patio 

• Large deck, partially covered

• Excellent Storage

BY MIKE PODSEDLY

I
nside the Gates Radio owes its exis-
tence to the streaming revolution. It is 
estimated that 80 percent of music lis-
tening is on streaming platforms. The 

music we consumers play is not ours in the 
physical sense. This is in contrast to when 
we purchased vinyl records or CDs, which 
had all the information about the tracks 
and band members on the album covers or 
CD inserts. We all just rent the music we 
listen to whenever we activate a streaming 
service.  
 The advent of streaming has made 
an enormous amount of content available 
to us. In order to navigate this wealth of 
choice, providers have created algorithms 
to produce playlists to choose from. These 
playlists use adjectives like mellow, chill, 
workouts, cleaning, etc. to match the songs 

to your activity or mood. The algorithms 
are based on databases that include the song 
classification, demographics and listening 
habits. To access the content, one pays $10 

to $15 per month for the privilege.
 Inside the Gates Radio doesn’t use 
algorithms to generate playlists. Every song 
that is selected for the library has been 
chosen by humans. One by one, songs are 
evaluated for relevance, quality of sound 
and performance along with listening 
experience. This results in a carefully 
curated library that is “the greatest music of 
our lifetimes.”  The full library is played in 
rotation 24/7 so the listener gets a unique 
experience every session.
 Unlike the streaming services the cost 
to stream Inside the Gates Radio is free—
that’s free, free. ITG Radio is managed by 
music lovers who want to share their music 
and knowledge with you the listener. The 
live shows are must listen radio. The show 
schedule kicks off with Dinnis Keefe’s Sat-
urday Serenade at 6:30 p.m., Sunday’s Shiraz 
Alikhan’s San Francisco Nights at 4:30 p.m. 

followed by Craig Looney’s Looney Tunes 
at 6:30 p.m. You will be engaged when they 
share the backstory of the songs they play. 
Craig offers a mini song quiz for every show 
and the questions along with the answers 
are posted in the blog section on www.
insidethegatesradio.com.
 This radio station is an amazing asset 
to the Big Canoe community and beyond. 
The potential for communicating with 
residents is unlimited. Access is very easy 
using your device and our app for IOS and 
Android. If using your computer just go 
to our website and use the player page to 
listen. Your listening experience can be 
enhanced by connecting to your Bluetooth 
speakers or even Alexa.
 Please take advantage of this great 
music library and it will evoke memories of 
events in your life and be reacquainted with 
favorite songs you may have forgotten.

Inside the Gates Radio streams 
the music of life’s precious memories

BY WAYNE TIDWELL

wtidwell@smokesignalsnews.com

F
orno Italian Restaurant in the 
IGA Foothills shopping center in 
Marble Hill is under new own-
ership. Tom and Will Temple of 

Big Canoe are the new owners and they 
have big plans for the future despite the 
Coronavirus pandemic which came to 
light two weeks after the Temples closed 
on their restaurant purchase.
 Tom Temple said that chance timing 
has cost them dearly. The restaurant is 
open now for inside dining with state 
required safety precautions in place as 
well as curbside pickup. He said the plans 
for Forno are to have a formal dining area 
and a less formal pub-like atmosphere 
dining area. Just inside the front door 
on the right is a door leading to a dining 
room virtually unnoticed by past patrons. 
That room will be the formal dining area 
according to Temple.
 Liquor by the drink will be served 
from the reconditioned bar. there will be 
Friday night specials such as shrimp boils 
and fried catfish. Sunday brunches will 

include items such as blueberry pancakes 
and Bloody Marys, mimosas etc. Even-
tually Temple wants to cater buckets of 
fried chicken for those attending local 
plays and concerts and places like the Big 
Canoe Marina. Pizza will be their main 
everyday offering.
 “We maintained the [Forno] pizza 
recipes,” Temple said. “The dough is 
handmade daily, and we make the sauces 
from recipes bought with the restaurant.”
 Temple said the menu will change 
a lot over the next 30-60 days as they 
experiment with which appetizers people 
like and entrees that they like or don’t 
like.
 Forno offers delivery to the north and 
main gates at Big Canoe and the Marina 
for a $2.00 delivery charge and to the 
front door for a $5.00 charge.
 “We are the only ones that the POA 
Board has authorized to deliver inside 
the gates of Big Canoe,” Temple said. 
“We also deliver the IGA’s products and 
prescriptions and laundry all in one order 
if desired.”

Forno Italian Restaurant reopened under new 
ownership with dine-in and delivery options

n  Continued on next page

“We are the only ones that the POA Board 
has authorized to deliver inside the gates of Big Canoe.”

A view of the Forno dining room. 
PHOTO BY JIM FRANCIS
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Mountain Laurel in The Meadows, May, 24. PHOTO BY PAUL FORETICH

Please share your garden shots with Smoke Signals readers each month. Send your photos 
to: editor@smokesignalsnews.com with a brief description of what's in the photo.

In Memoriam

www.premierindoor.com
770-824-9494

*Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **Service offer applies to new customers only. ***See dealer for details and visit www.energystar.gov for more information on the credit guidelines 
and list of qualifying heating and cooling equipment. ©2009 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox® dealer for details. Lennox® dealers include independently owned and operated businesses.

24 Hour Service and Same Day Repairs | Residential and Commercial Maintenance Agreement | 100% Satisfaction Guarantee!

HEATING | COOLING | INDOOR AIR QUALITY

HOME COMFORT SYSTEMS

ASK ABOUT OUR 2-VISIT
MAINTENANCE 

AGREEMENT & SAVE

SPRING SAVINGS!
$57 HEATER or AC TUNE UP 

WITH THIS COUPON 
SAVE $30 “MENTION TUNEUP57”

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Previous sales not eligible. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

VISA gift card is eligible for qualifying systems only. Financing based on 
approved credit. Additional restrictions may apply. Call for full details. 

Offer ends 06-30-20

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires  06-30-20

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

 FREE AIR QUALITY 
INSPECTION 

WITH TUNE UP 

OUTDOOR AIR IS CLEAN 
KEEP INDOOR AIR CLEAN
PREMIER  INDOOR COMFORT  SYSTEMS

Premier Indoor Comfort Systems • 770-824-9494
Must present coupon. See dealer for more information. 

May not be combined with other offers. Offer expires 06-30-20

P R E M I E R  C O U P O N

FREE 
UPGRADE

Free 24v UV light with every 
new complete install 

Gayle Streetman Giles 
November 26, 1942 --- May 17, 2020 

G
ayle Streetman Giles of Big 
Canoe, passed away May 17 
at the age of 77 after a long 
illness.

       Born in Hurtsboro, Ala., Giles 
graduated from East Point High School 
in 1960 and went on to receive her 
BS in Education from the Woman’s 
College of Georgia and her Master’s 
degree in education from Georgia 
State University. For 35 years she had 
an outstanding career with the Fulton 
County Board of Education as a teach-
er and principal.
 Giles was married to Conrad 
Michael Giles for 41 years until his 
death in 2016. She was also preceded 
in death by her parents Myrtice Baker 
and Thomas Alfred Streetman, as well 
as siblings Thomas Alfred Streetman 
Jr, and Patricia Streetman Rosamond.
 She had a passion for all her be-
loved pet dogs, especially her Pomera-
nians Rambo and Peaches. In addition 
to her outstanding career in education, 
Gayle thrived on entertaining her 

friends at her home in Big Canoe. Her 
meals and hospitality were legendary. 
Along with entertaining, she took 
great pride in her beautiful garden. 
Gayle’s endeavors were accomplished 
to perfection and always with style. 
She was a caring friend to all who 

were lucky enough to know her and 
was beloved by all her family. She 
will be greatly missed. Here is a quote 
from her reunion profile: “Each day I 
am blessed to be surrounded by the 
peace and wonder of nature”
 Surviving are nephews James 
Todd Rosamond (Donna) Warren-
ton, Va., Brenton Thomas Street-
man (Erin) Frisco, Tex.; great niece 
Brooke Streetman; great nephews 
Cole Newhouse, Caden Streetman 
and Kevin Rosamond; stepson Mike 
Giles, Jr. stepdaughter Cheryl Swann,; 
step-grandson Harrison Chase Giles; 
sister-in-law/college friend Diane 
Streetman, McKinney, Tex.; special 
friends/loved ones/colleagues Marcia 
Ewen, Bob Baker, Patricia Englert and 
Amanda Woerheide. 
 Internment will be at the Georgia 
National Cemetery in Canton, Ga. 
next to her husband. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests memorial gifts be 
made to The Big Canoe Chapel or Big 
Canoe Animal Rescue.

n  Continued from previous page

 Temple has restaurant ownership ex-
perience including Japanese steakhouse, 
chicken fingers restaurant, a wings place 
and steak pick-up.
 Son Will will be “running it,” Temple 
said. “I will be overseeing it.”
 Temple said he is working to im-
prove “product consistency” and better 
customer service.
 Since owning the restaurant, Tem-
ple said they have made upgrades and 
improvements, installed a new computer 
system and done a deep cleaning of the 
restaurant.
 “It’s going to be a different ambi-
ance,” Temple said. “More upbeat and 
lively and we have some really unique 
items coming to the menu. We are also 
looking at some entertainment and trivia 
things.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF FORNO ITALIAN RESTAURANT
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The helpful place.

Marble Hill

770-893-4111
26 McCain Pass • Marble Hill, GA 30148

www.AceHardware.com

SHOP ONLINE at ... www.AceHardware.com 

Pick it up at Marble Hill freight FREE!

Ace is providing essential products to keep our 
communities, families and homes safe.

 

ACE + YOU ARE ESSENTIAL

SHOP FOR FATHER’S DAY

Follow us on 
facebook at
Marble Hill

Ace Hardware

to receive 
information 
and in-store 
promotions.

 

To receive 
our in-store 
promotions please 
email us at
mcghardware@
tds.net to add 
your information 
to our email list.

Your information will 

be used by Marble

Hill Ace Hardware only 

and will not be released 

to other agencies or used 

for any other purpose.

 

Ace has a large 
selection of  name 
brands to make 
great gifts for dad.

BY JAN MURPHY
Big Canoe History Society, Facebook 
 

S
ince the early 1970s Big Canoe, 
located both in Pickens and Dawson 
counties in North Georgia at the 
foothills of the Appalachian Moun-

tains, has been a hotspot for drawing top 
corporate executives, local and national 
celebrities, politicians and athletes. Original-
ly marketed as a second home destination, 

there have been many famous people who 
have called Big Canoe their home.
 The Big Canoe Historical Society 
Facebook group is researching to find those 
who have lived in the community either 
as a second home or primary residence. If 
you consider yourself a celebrity or know 
of some who have owned—or still own—a 
home in Big Canoe be sure to reach out to 
Jan Murphy with the Big Canoe Historical 
Society Facebook group. She will be posting 

the top celebrities on the Facebook group 
page.
 If you are interested in joining the 
Facebook group, just type in Big Canoe 
Historical Society on the Facebook search 
bar or click on this link if you are reading a 
digital version of this article. Only images 
and information related to Big Canoe can 
be posted. We are looking specifically for 
images of the 1970s through the 1990s that 
reflect the development of the community, 

events and people who have impacted the 
community.
 In order to get photos posted, please be 
sure to provide information that is factual 
along with images preferably of the home 
and the famous person. As much informa-
tion as you can provide would be appreci-
ated so that it can be verified. To send your 
photos and information, email them to Jan 
Murphy at j murphy@bigcanoehistoricalso-
ciety.com. Or call her at 678-761-9414.

Big Canoe History Society’s Who’s Who 
searching for famous Big Canoers

Department of Public 
Safety April Report

COMPILED BY DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
SAFETYAND FIRE CHIEF RICKY 
JORDAN

Public Safety reports were a regular 
monthly feature of Smoke Signals for 
years. After an extended absence from 
these pages, we are delighted to once again 
provide our readers with this Public Safety 
Department Report from Ricky Jordan. 

The report gives readers a good overview 
of Public Safety’s importance to the 
community and the life-saving role they 
play on a daily basis.

BY BOB MACKEY 
Big Canoe POA Campaign Coordinator

I
n November 2020 Big Canoe’s proper-
ty owners will elect two directors to 
serve on the POA board for the three-
year term 2021-2023. Qualifying for 

POA board positions is underway and will 
close on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 at 5 p.m.
 Any property owner in good standing, 
who has owned property in Big Canoe for 
24 consecutive months and is over the age 
of 21 is eligible to run.
 Candidates may pick up a candidate's 
package from the POA offices at the Canoe 
Lodge by appointment only, Monday - 
Friday, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Candidates or 
their agents must sign for the package and 
can arrange an appointment by contacting 
Tim Moran at tmoran@bigcanoepoa.org or 
(706) 268-3375.

Campaign changes under consideration
 The election committee is once again, 
attempting to make running for our POA 
Board a lot less difficult and stressful.  We 
think the process is too long and the com-
munity loses focus.  We think the length of 
the campaign can make it too expensive for 
candidates. 
 We are suggesting that the “campaign” 
be limited to the month of October.  We 
will propose to have candidates allowed to 
have a booth at Octoberfest, Big Canoe’s 
most well attended event.
 We will request to have the swim club 
available to candidates for meetings, with-
out cost.  
 All community coffees and wine and 
cheese events will be scheduled in October.  
The meetings can be live streamed and re-

Qualifying for two POA Board 
positions now underway

Citations

PHOTO BY BRIAN ROBBINS

corded. Property owners not in attendance 
can submit questions via email, or can view 
the meetings from their home, when it’s 
convenient.  
 The election committee will work 
with clubhouse management to prepare a 
schedule for potential community coffees 
and afternoon “meet and greet” sessions at 
the clubhouse.  
 In our view, we currently have an 
effective board with sound stewardship 
for the community.  We added three very 
capable new directors, last year. We are in a 
good place.  We just need several property 
owners to “step up” and help maintain the 
excellent progress being made.  
 If you have an interest in being a 
candidate for either of the two positions on 
the POA board and would like to discuss 
this opportunity, please contact any current 
POA board member or Bob Mackey, Elec-
tions Committee chair, at bobmackey3@
gmail.com.

Dentistry  
Your 

Family 
Will 

Love!

• Cleaning & Exams
• Tooth Colored Fillings

• Same Day Crowns
• Root Canal Treatment

• Implant Dentistry • Invisalign
• Teeth Whitening

B. Manzur, D.M.D.

754 HWY. 53 WEST, DAWSONVILLE, GA

706-265-2505
Serving Dawson County for over 30 Years

PLEASE NOTE: When making an appointment we will email 

you our important COVID-19 Patient Protection Protocol
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Cell 404-863-2676•Direct 

706-268-2904•Office 770-893-2400

E-mail: scollins@ShelbyCollins.com

Website: www.ShelbyCollins.com

RESOURCE CERTIFICATION - SFR

200 Foothills Pkwy, Marble Hill, GA 30148 • 770-893-2400

HARRY NORMAN, REALTORS
®

SHELBY COLLINS
Pickens County Board of Realtors 

Top Producing Realtor-2018

List, Sell & Buy with the BEST! ...

A subsidiary of 
Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc.

n 2592 Summit Dr. West 
$110,000

Great View of Lake and Mountains - SOLD

n 112 Disharoon 
$80,000 

 VIEW, VIEW, VIEW!! 

n 160 Yanegwa Knoll 
$25,000

n 327 Woodland Trace 
$10,000

Corner of Woodland Trace and Lone Wolf - SOLD

35 GADALUTSEE PASS
$439,900 • FMLS #6527302

4 Bedrooms/4 Baths
2 Bedrooms on the Main
Minutes from North Gate

NEAR WALKING TRAILS

34 SCONTI RIDGE, UNIT 405 • $134,900
48 SCONTI RIDGE, UNIT 409B • SOLD

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
UPDATED!

Lake and Golf Course View

NEW LISTING

1239 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$350,000 • FMLS #6643625

4 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Convenient to North Gate

2 Bedrooms on Main

VIEW!

291 WOODLAND TRACE
$375,000 • FMLS #6650834

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
Custom Home with recent Updates!

Flowing Stream and Privacy!

NEW PRICE

776 BLACK BEAR TRAIL
$725,000 • FMLS #6585058

6 Bedrooms/6.5 Baths
Inlaw Suite with Kitchen and Private Entry
3 Car Garage/6 Minutes from North Gate

PRIVACY AND A VIEW!

95 TREETOP KNOLL
$149,900 • FMLS #6536163

2 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Centrally located
Walk to Amenitie

RIDGE LINE VIEW

500 RIDGEVIEW DRIVE
$550,000 • FMLS #6714194

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
Beautifully landscaped and a VIEW! 
 Sunroom and great outdoor spaces

VIEW!

55 HILLSIDE WAY
$409,000 • FMLS #6696306

Great Location 
Loaded with Extras

GOLF VIEW!

29 WOOD FERN KNOLL
$649,000 • FMLS #6713516

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
ONE OF THE BEST VIEWS IN BIG CANOE!

6 Minutes from Gate

VIEW! VIEW! VIEW!

BIG CANOE LOTS

54 BUCKSKULL BROW
$189,000 • FMLS #6520607

UNDER CONTRACT IN 4 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

64 HIGHLAND FARMS COURT
$275,000 • FMLS #6539935

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Convenient to Village and Amenities

Beautiful Renovation-Wheelchair Ramp

484 HUNTERS TRACE
$445,000 • FMLS #6626009

3 Bedrooms/3 Baths
4 minutes from Gate with VIEW!

Beautifully Renovated

VIEW!

811 MCELROY MTN DRIVE
$599,000 • FMLS #6562660

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
One of the best views in Big Canoe!!!

Updated and Move in Ready

NEW PRICE

691 TURNBURY LANE 
$775,000 • FMLS #6118927

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths Custom Home - 
3 Car Garage - Golf Course and Lake Views 

Owner is a licensed Real Estate Agent

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME

63 THE PADDOCK
$499,000 • FMLS #6651022

5 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
3 Stone Fireplaces~Sunroom

2 Bedrooms on Main~Private Location

PRIVATE LOT!

77 CHEROKEE KNOLL
$435,000 • FMLS #6631184

3 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Close to North Gate and Wildcat Hiking 

Trails. Spacious Rooms, Office & Workshop

NEW LISTING

 113 SCONTI KNOLL
$547,000 • FMLS #6527391

UNDER CONTRACT IN 5 DAYS!

NEW LISTING

142 BLACK GUM DRIVE
$425,000 • FMLS #6564242

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained and Updated

Near Amenities and Nature Valley

NEW LISTING

11 WOOD POPPY COURT
$799,000 • FMLS #6086299

4 Bedrooms/5.5 Baths
Custom Prairie Style Home
Double Lot-One POA Fee

NEW PRICE

84 SOURWOOD CIRCLE
$375,000 • FMLS #6547506

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Beautifully Maintained. Sunroom, 
2 Fireplaces, Private Guest Spaces

NEW PRICE

40 TROUT LILY TRAIL
$215,000 • FMLS #6539718

3 Bedrooms/2 Baths
Walk to Nature Valley
Seasonal Interior View

NEW PRICE

496 SANDERLIN MTN DRIVE S
$595,000 • FMLS #6681495

4 Bedrooms/5 Baths
PANORAMIC SOUTHERN VIEW!!

Inlaw Suite

VIEW! VIEW! VIEW!

Harry Norman 
Realtors is a proud 
supporter of the 

Big Canoe 
Wellness Collaborative

NEAR GATE WITH VIEW!

BUILDER’S PERSONAL HOME! LAKE FRONT

393 RED COAT PASS
$379,800 • FMLS #6502449

4 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths
Loaded with Charm

Beautifully Maintained

457 SUMMIT DRIVE 
$999,999 • FMLS #6116357

4 Bedrooms/4.5 Baths
 Custom Home with Panoramic Views

Loaded with upgrades!

FABULOUS HOME

100 WATER LILY 
$995,000 • FMLS #6630949

4 Bedrooms/3.2 Baths
Fabulous Lakeside Home!

Recent updates-Perfection!

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

85 CLIFF FERN POINT
$450,000 • FMLS #6699065

4 Bedrooms/2.5 Baths
Recent Updates-Like New!

40 LAUREL RIDGE TRAIL
$299,000 • FMLS #6675162

3/4 Bedrooms/ 3.5 Baths 
Walk to Amenities!

Cozy, Cottage in a great location!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Summer... time to shine in Big Canoe

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD! SOLD!

SOLD!

PENDING

SOLD! PENDING

PENDING
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BOOK REVIEW BOOK REVIEW

28 Summers The Redhead Beside the 
Road by Anne Tyler

BY OLIVE T. REED 

I
f you are an Anne Tyler fan, you 
know she is a master of her craft. If 
you are not yet a fan, this book may 
make you one.

 Micah Mortimer, the protagonist of 
her latest novel, is no exception to the 
lengthy list of beautifully drawn Tyler 
characters. Micah lives to himself, is 
organized, punctual, polite. He is the 
neighborhood computer guy and most of 
his customers are old ladies. He accurate-
ly calls himself the Tech Hermit and even 
wrote a computer manual for beginners, 
“First, Plug It In.” It has sold a few copies 
but is not a money maker.
 Micah is a bit compulsive. He has 
routines and does not like to have them 
disrupted. Surprises disrupt him, and 
therein lies the premise of “The Redhead 
by the Side of the Road.” No, I am not 
going to spoil it and tell you any more 
about the redhead, because finding out for 
yourself is worth the price of admission.
 Although he has a girlfriend, Micah 
likes being alone. But as has happened to 
many people during these days of social 
distancing, he is forced to reevaluate what 
he really needs. As for disruptive surpris-
es: His girlfriend loses her apartment and 
wants to move in with Micah. He is not 
happy with his response to her. A teen-
ager shows up and claims to be Micah’s 
child. He is not happy with his response to 
the boy. He cares, but he doesn’t connect.

 

Human contact is so ordinary that 
we sometimes think we have too much of 
it. Micah struggles with discovering what 
he deeply needs when he finds himself 
truly alone. Tyler’s portrayal of this lone-
some human is heartwarming, and a joy to 
read—as is discovering, with Micah, what 
lies deep within and reveling in the simple 
things that help us to understand who we 
are.

I 
was a Marine Corps brat, and in 1962, 
my family was stationed at Parris 
Island, S.C., where we got to know the 
Conroy family. Years later, Pat Conroy 

would write “The Great Santini” in a tiny 
office at my father’s law firm in Atlanta. 
He invited us to book signings and movie 
premieres and somehow found the time to 
come to the occasional dinner party or book 
club my sister or I would host. He always 
treated us to a series of self-deprecating 
stories or anecdotes that had us howling 
with laughter. Pat could work a dining room 
or a bookstore or a theater like no one else. 
And no one since.
 A favorite story concerned Pat’s first 
book, “The Boo.” Fresh out of The Citadel 
and naïve about the publishing world, Pat 
took out a loan and used what was known 
as a “vanity press” to publish it. But when 
he finished “The Water Is Wide,” in 1970, Lt. 
General Thomas Nugent Courvoisier, his 
mentor, said he’d handle getting it pub-
lished. Several weeks later, he called Pat and 
said, “How does $5,000 for the book sound?” 
Pat thought about it and said, “Gee, I don’t 
know. I don’t think I can raise that much.” 
Then Courvoisier said the magic words 
Pat would always remember: “No, Pat, you 
don’t understand. That’s what they’re gonna 
pay you!”
 The fact that Conroy, who became a 
beloved Southern writer, had to pay to get 
his first book in print might surprise you. 
But he was in good company. John Grisham 
also self-published his first mystery, “A 
Time to Kill,” and kept copies in the trunk 
of his car. Stephen King published short sto-
ries he co-wrote with a high school friend, 
using his own company, Triad & Gaslight. 
 In the 18th and 19th centuries, when the 
novel was getting established in the literary 
world, many writers paid the publishing 
costs for at least some of their work. Among 
them: Jane Austen, Edgar Allan Poe, and 
Marcel Proust. Virginia Woolf and her 
husband created one of the first “indie” im-
prints, Hogarth Press, for their work, as did 
Mark Twain, who got tired of dealing with 
the big-time publishers of his day. That’s 

TRISHA DONOVAN

Murder, etc.

BY STEVE DONOGHUE

“28 
Summers” is novelist 
Elin Hilderbrand’s 26th 
book, and since her 
debut in 2008, she’s 

garnered a large and devoted fan following. 
By now those fans know exactly what to 
expect from a new Elin Hilderbrand novel: 
a light, summery narrative tone—the books 
often appear in time to be stuffed into tote 
bags and taken to the nearest shoreside 
getaway—a strong but not overpowering 
subtext of gauzy nostalgia, and surprisingly 
sharply-drawn characters. 
 This author is one of the current 
reigning queens of “beach reads,” not only 
because her books tend to take place on 
the vacation resort island of Nantucket but 
also because they chart the perfect course 
between heavy melodrama and mindless 
fun. 
 This latest novel is likewise set mostly 
on Nantucket, where Mallory Blessing 
inherited a house in the summer of 1993. 
As “28 Summers” opens, the present day 
has seen many changes, some of them dire: 
Mallory has received an ominous medical 
diagnosis, and her deathbed request to her 
son Link is a phone number written on a 
piece of paper in her desk—he’s to call it 
and see what happens. 
 What happens is at first unbelievable to 
Link: the number connects to Jake Mc-
Cloud, the husband of firebrand presidential 
candidate Ursula DeGournsey. Link had 
no idea that his mother knew Jake, and the 
story—told in long and lovingly detailed 
flashbacks—grows both stranger and more 
touching. Mallory meets Jake at her broth-
er’s bachelor party, and they fall in love. For 
the next 28 summers, they meet once a year 
to keep their relationship alive, even though 
they each go on to marry other people and 
raise families who never suspect that each 
is carrying on a secret life at very discrete 
intervals.
 All the customary Hilderbrand magic 
is here: the separate years of Jake and Mal-
lory’s long affair are evoked with delicate 
skill; the seeds of present-day dilemmas are 
carefully planted as the time frame ad-
vances; and most memorably, the complex 

So how do avid readers sift through the slush pile and find gold?

Sifting Through the Slush Pile

how he introduced “Huckleberry Finn” to 
the world.
 Today, after over a hundred years 
of traditional publishers dominating the 
literary landscape, self-publishing is a bil-
lion-dollar industry. But not through vanity 
presses, which typically inflate production 
costs or require the writer to buy thousands 
of copies of the “published” book. The 
explosion of digital technology and book 
platforms in the past 20 years are major 
reasons. Amazon publishes 70 percent of all 
eBooks through their Kindle Direct Publish-
ing; Barnes and Noble, Smashwords, Lulu, 

Kobo, and Google publish the rest.
 The ability of writers to bypass the 
long, usually disappointing process of 
finding a literary agent and/or a publisher 
has also driven the trend. Even mainstream 
authors, like Dean Koontz, have left their 
longtime publishers for more lucrative 
contracts at venues like Thomas & Mercer, 
Amazon’s imprint. 
 That doesn’t mean all self-published 
books are worth reading, even when they’re 
free. The quality control provided by tradi-
tional publishers is often lacking. Although 
self-publishers and indie authors using 

small imprint houses can spend money to 
hire editorial services such as copy editing, 
cover artwork and formatting, they usually 
don’t. People download a lot of books, but 
often don’t finish them because they’re not 
very good. 
 No one knows the number of self-pub-
lished titles. We do know Amazon’s Kindle 
Direct Publishing (KDP) is the industry 
giant. Publishers Weekly reports that 
self-publishing authors used KDP for 1.4 
million print titles in 2018. Lulu is the sec-
ond largest, with more than 37,000 titles. 
 So how do avid readers sift through the 
slush pile and find gold? 
 Amazon and Barnes & Noble sell indie 
and self-published books and encourage 
readers to review the books they’ve bought 
there. Goodreads and BookBub are forums 
for readers and established writers to 
exchange opinions on books and connect 
readers to sales venues. BookBub finds 
bargain books, both in cost and value. There 
are hundreds of book blogs online that cater 
to genre-specific readers, such as Crime 
Fiction Lover, BestThrillers.com, and The 
Suspense is Thrilling Me. But none of those 
sites, except B&N, target self-published or 
indie books. 
 Five sites that do target them include 
Kirkus Indie, which offers readers an annual 
review of the books judged best each year. 
BookLife is the indie arm of Publishers 
Weekly with rigorous reviews grading 
books on their covers, plot, proofreading, 
and style. Independent Book Review is also 
a great source with professional, well-writ-
ten reviews. Readers’ Favorite helps readers 
find indie authors by publishing only 
reviews of books that score at least four 
stars. Finally, there’s Indie Reader, which 
assigns star ratings but includes the worst 
books they’ve reviewed—including ones 
that merit zero out of five stars— making it 
easier for a potential buyer to navigate the 
often murky waters of digital publishing.
So, if you find a book on any of these sites 
that you like—or don’t—write a review of 

your own. You’ll help 
other readers discover 
good books and authors 
to follow. Or to avoid.

Trisha Donovan is 
retired from law 
enforcement and writes 
crime novels as P.L. Doss.

Trisha Donovan.

“28 Summers” by Elin Hilderbrand, Little, 
Brown, 432 pgs., June 2020.

dynamics of each of the two families—
unwittingly sharing the most personal 
connection imaginable—are sketched with 
complexity and genuine empathy. Only the 
political dimension of Ursula’s sub-plot feels 
undernourished; the rest of the cast lives 
and breathes.
 It hardly needs pointing out that the 
whole concept of the “beach read” is in 
jeopardy in the summer of 2020. Taking 
a book in a crammed summer bag to a 
crowded seaside or lakeside resort may 
be seen this year by many thousands of 
people as an unwarranted risk rather than 
a long-anticipated reward. Fortunately, Elin 
Hilderbrand’s novels are proof against even 
worldwide pandemics. “28 Summers” will 
transport readers to the long, sunny after-
noons of years long gone by—and readers 
need such a vacation this summer more 
than ever.

Steve Donoghue is a book reviewer whose 
work has appeared in the Wall Street 
Journal, the Washington Post, the Boston 
Globe, and the Christian Science Monitor.

The Redhead Beside the Road by Anne 
Tyler. Knopf, 192 pages, April 2020.

We welcome reader comments 

about books or reading or libraries.

Any length, up to 800 words.

books@smokesignalsnews.com
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Hero or villian?

Books

New Books & Book News

Only one candidate checks all these boxes!

aProperty owner/taxpayer

aCollege educated

aOver 25 years of business experience

aLifelong Resident of Pickens County

aSupports a Sustainable Tax Exemption 
   for Senior Citizens

aParent

aConservative

The ad is paid for by the candidate: Thomas H Gartrell 144 Hyde Rd. Jasper, Ga 30143

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

VOTE
Tommy Gartrell:

Republican for Pickens County 
Board of Education - Post 1

Common Sense Leadership

BY DIXON BRADSHAW 
books@smokesignalsnews.com 

I
t is no surprise that bookstores are 
among the businesses suffering be-
cause of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
The internet is not likely to replace 

browsing store and library shelves for many 
avid readers because of the joy in the ser-
endipity of finding an unexpected treasure. 
Of course, book buyers and booksellers are 
only a tiny part of the retail world, and our 
loss pales in comparison to what has and 
likely will continue to happen to department 
stores. It seems daily we hear of another 
bankruptcy filing. 
 Independent bookstores are reporting a 
few bits of good news. One is that custom-
er loyalty is showing through increased 
online sales. Another is that as states allow 
businesses to re-open, bookstores are high 
on the list in some states. California will 
allow booksellers to offer curbside pick-
up and limited delivery, but their state 
guidelines make no provision for browsing. 
Unlike Georgia, that state also wisely allows 
municipalities to enact stricter guidelines.
When you shop for your next read, why 
not think of doing business with some of 
the independent bookstores. And be sure 
to read “Murder, etc.,” by Trisha Donovan 
this month. She is focusing on independent 
publishers. They are an excellent source for 
finding new authors. 
 Here is a quick look at some upcoming 
new books. Because of the pandemic, many 
books originally scheduled for release in 
May and June are rescheduled for later in 
the year. As best we can determine, all the 
books mentioned below are on schedule.

NON-FICTION 
 The Inner 
Coast by Donovan 
Hohn, author of 2011s 
bestselling Mo-
by-Duck, continues 
to explore the theme 
of humanity’s place 
within nature. In this 
collection of essays 

about how that role is changing, Hohn 
explores the interactions of ecology and en-
gineering with a delightful combination of 
wit and insight. W. W. Norton & Company, 
256 pages June 2020.

       Emily Anthes is 
an award-winning 
science journalist and 
author. In her latest 
book, she tells us that 
we humans spend 90 
percent of our time 
inside. But what do 
we really know about 
how that shapes our 

outlook on our lives? Not much, according 
to Anthes. Her book, The Great Indoors: 
The Surprising Science of How Buildings 
Shape Our Behavior, Health, and Happi-
ness, is an exploration of how architecture 
and interior design can enhance or hamper 
our well-being. Scientific American, 304 
pages, June 2020.

 The next two books present differing 
views of what limits to free speech means. 
Both authors livelihoods’ focus on the issues 
of free speech. Thane Rosenbaum is a law-
yer, professor, and essayist. Suzanne Nossel 
is the chief executive officer of PEN Amer-
ica, which is dedicated to human rights and 
free expression. Both books should have 
been available by now, but one was post-
poned. I chose to mention both now in case 
you are ready to start reading one argument 
and preorder the other. 

       What do you think 
about cross-burning, 
cyberbullying, or 
colleges suppressing 
controversial opinions? 
How about militant 
rallies that encourage 
violence? Or hacking 
campaigns for public 
office? Countless other 
topics fall under the 

heading of free speech. Thane Rosenbaum, 
in his new book Saving Free Speech… from 

itself, argues that America has overdone the 
concept of absolute freedom of speech. Fig 
Tree Books LLC, 305 pages, March 2020.

       On the other 
hand, Suzanne Nossel, 
argues we should make 
no laws to limit our 
right to free speech—
even when it is repre-
hensible. Among her 
worries is that limits 
will lead to margin-
alizing less popular 
views. Her book Dare 

to Speak: Defending Free Speech for All is 
a timely argument considering the ongoing 
exuberant efforts to limit what is permissi-
ble to say in public. 

FICTION
       Fans of histori-
cal fiction and W.B. 
Yeats have a treat in 
store. Debut novelist 
Alice Miller builds 
her, More Miracle 
Than Bird, around the 
young woman who 
pursued and married 
Yeats. The novel be-
gins in 1916 when she 
is a nurse in a London 

hospital. She meets Yeats at a soiree, and he 
invites her to attend a meeting of the occult 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. Tin 
House, 368 pages, June 2020.

       Married for 
nearly 50 years, Barb 
is about to divorce 
her husband, but John 
suffers a stroke, and 
she discovers he had a 
mistress. Their grown 
and married daugh-
ters have problems 
of their own: Sadie’s 

work is going nowhere, and her boyfriend 
is cheating on her. Juliet is successful but 
suffers debilitating bouts of panic. Sadie, the 
father’s favorite, returns home to help and 

rediscovers her first love. The long-married 
couple will have to face what has happened 
to their marriage in Kristan Higgins’ Al-
ways the Last to Know. Berkley, 400 pages, 
June 2020.

       In his new novel, 
Black Sun Rising, 
Matthew Carr takes 
his readers back to 
1909 when an explo-
sion in a Barcelona 
café apparently kills an 
English explorer. The 
widow hires private 
investigator Henry 

Lawton to go to Barcelona. His task is to 
confirm whether the victim is the explorer 
and to determine why, shortly before his 
death, he made a large payment to an un-
known person. Identifying the bomb victim 
is easy; finding the beneficiary is perplex-
ing. The search is complicated by political 
unrest, corruption, and the appearance of 
a killer who may be drinking the victim’s 
blood. Pegasus Crime, 368 pages, June 2020.

       Until sometime 
after 1918, the Austrian 
Crown Jewels included 
a 137 carat Florentine 
Diamond. It disap-
peared, reportedly 
stolen, and somehow 
arrived in America 
where it was recut into 
smaller gems. But what 

if the diamond was not stolen? What if the 
emperor surreptitiously gave the diamond 
to his secret lover when he sends her away 
when the empress discovers the mistress is 
pregnant? And what if the woman kept the 
diamond and never revealed its history or its 
presence, but wills it to her granddaughter? 
That is the premise of Amy Meyerson’s The 
Imperfects. The granddaughter and her 
siblings have always been quarrelsome, but 
when she discovers the gem may be worth 
millions she agrees to share. But first, they 
must prove ownership, and therein lies the 
tale. Park Row, 384 pages, May 2020.

BY JULIA TENNEY

S
ince Edward Snowden became a 
household name in 2013 for reveal-
ing massive surveillance programs 
being run routinely by the NSA, he’s 

been a flashpoint of disagreement. In June of 
that year, Snowden shared with journalists 
Glenn Greenwald, Laura Poitras, Barton 
Gellman, and Ewen MacAskill the existence 
of those surveillance programs and thou-
sands of classified NSA documents. 
 The U.S. government was quick to 
respond, charging Snowden with violations 
of the Espionage Act as well as counts of 
stealing government property. The State 
Department revoked his passport, and he 
fled to Moscow, where he still lives under 
Russian asylum. He’s a hero on certain 
sectors of the lecture circuit, attending con-
ferences via live stream. But he’s a villain in 
other sectors, with critics pointing out that 
he stole thousands of classified documents 
and looked at perhaps tens of thousands 
more and that it’s incredibly unlikely 
Vladimir Putin’s Russian government would 
provide him asylum without wanting a look 
at those documents. 
 His defenders call him a whistleblower. 
His critics call him a traitor. And read-
ers wanting to make up their own minds 
certainly have no shortage of books to 
consult, including a graphic novel, a caustic 
hatchet-job like Edward Jay Epstein’s “How 
America Lost Its Secrets,” and Snowden’s 
memoir, “Permanent Record.” 
 Joining that long shelf of books is 
Barton Gellman’s “Dark Mirror: Edward 
Snowden and the American Surveillance 
State.” Gellman is a three-time Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist who uses a dramat-
ic narrative tone to tell the story of how mo-
mentous he found those initial disclosures 
from Snowden. “Until now, I had never 
possessed the full text of a contemporary, 
codeword-classified document, still less a 
library,” Gellman writes. “Nobody had. Not 
in my business. Not on this scale. This was 
the most voluminous U.S. classified leak in 
history, I knew.”
 The shock-by-shock account of 
Gellman’s developing relationship with 
Snowden forms the bulk of the book’s first 
half. He pulls readers in with talk of clandes-
tine meetings, heavily encrypted emails, 
sudden disappearances, shadowy govern-
ment ops, and other narrative paraphernalia 
familiar from espionage novels. 
 Espionage comes into the story quite 
directly when Gellman finds himself in pos-

session of some 
of the classified 
NSA documents 
Snowden stole. 
Gellman realizes 
that this puts 
him as much in 
violation of the 
Espionage Act of 
1917 as Snowden 
himself, with all 
that entails. “If I 
took the statute 
literally, there was 
no lawful course 
of action for me 
at all: I could not 
keep the NSA doc-
uments, give them 
to someone else, 

or destroy them,” he writes. “Making copies 
might add more counts to the list.”
 Gellman goes into detail about how 
he negotiated his online dealings with 
Snowden. He describes how he proceeded 
journalistically with what he recognized 
from early on was one of the biggest stories 
in U.S. history. A major question was who 
to trust with the bombshell revelation that 
the government had been spying on count-
less thousands of its citizens without cause 
or warrant.
 He takes the story to the Washington 
Post and convinces them to run it. He vets 
his information as best he can and deals 
with Snowden’s increasingly pressing con-
cerns, including the moment when Gellman 
realizes that Snowden is planning to seek 
political sanctuary in another country, pos-
sibly one in a “non-friendly jurisdiction.” 
 Although Gellman’s narrative gradually 
broadens to include some of the after-ef-
fects of Snowden’s disclosures, the book’s 
most memorable sections double as a vivid 
account of the way high-stakes journalism is 
conducted in America today. 
 “At its core, this book is about power,” 
Gellman writes. “Information is the oxygen 
of control. Secrecy and surveillance, inter-
twined, define its flow.” It’s difficult to know 
what long-term impact Snowden’s story will 
have on the world. Still, Gellman is right: the 
short-term impact is certainly about the role 
of secrecy and surveillance in American 
society. That story will continue to unfold, 
and Dark Mirror provides another valuable 
perspective on the story’s beginning.

Julia Tenney is a freelance writer living in 
San Francisco.

“Dark Mirror: 
Edward Snowden 
and the American 
Surveillance State” 
by Barton Gellman. 
Penguin Press, 448 
pages, May 2020.
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Want Your Home SOLD?
Please call me. Let me help sell your home.

Ask For Steve

Steve Yambor
678-848-3630 cell
www.bigcanoe.com 
Email: steve.yambor@bigcanoe.com   

Remember to 

52 CRESTED IRIS CIRCLE
 $329,900 • 4BR/4BA
Great value/Mtn views 

Two beds on main

T E S T I M O N I A L S

75 BUCKSKULL HOLLOW
$199,900 • 5BD/2BA
Cabin near amenities 

Excellent rental history

7320 Skyline Dr @ $169k - flat lot w/long range views, end of cul de sac/The Bluffs.
5573 Red Fox Lane @ $124.9k - Private 3.28 acre homesite w/beautiful NE views towards Amicalola Falls.
3576 Blazingstar @ $92k - Mtn views w/hiking trail behind homesite, end of cul de sac, in Wildcat. Price Reduced
3419 Bluestern NW  @ $69k - Terrific value in Wildcat neighborhood. Easy build homesite. Price Reduced
7207 Ridgeview @ $40k - Big views towards Atlanta skyline. Great value. - Seller Very Motivated. Price Reduced
8171 Post Oak Lane at $25k - easy built, views, builder willing to build spec.
64 Wrens Nest @ $25k. Beautiful mountain views, Level 3 Soil Survey approved by County for 3 bed home.Terrific value.

HOMESITES

Over the past three years 
I have averaged 52 closing per year including 

32 per year of my own listings

6 LAUREL RIDGE POINT
$310,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Excellent rental potential 

Potential view of lake/mtns

356 BLAZINGSTAR TRAIL 
$750,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Master Suite with study/FP 

on entire 2nd floor

316 HUNTERS TRACE
$750,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA

Beautiful Mountain View 
near Gate. Gorgeous home

201 ROYAL FERN 
$549,900

19 THRASHER WAY
$375,000

289 SANDERLIN MTN DR.
$799,000 • 3BDS/3.5BA

New construction to be built. 
Long range mountain views. 

 

532 RED FOX DRIVE
$685,000 • 4BD/4.5BA

Private on 1.6 acres. Built by 
premier builder David Hall. 

64 WILD TURKEY BLUFF 
$369,000 • 3BDS/3BA

2car garage - Terrific long range 
NE mtn views. 2Bds on main.

837 WILDCAT TRAIL
$719,000 • 5BDS/4.5BA

2Bd on main - Near North Gate. 
Like new construction (2013). 

SOLD

18 BLUEBIRD COURT
$799,000

51 INDIGO BUNTING TRL
$599,900

SOLD

7 CRAFTSMAN TRAIL 
$535,000

SOLD SOLD

33 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$439,000 • 5BDS/4.5BA

Near Clubhouse & hiking trails. 
EarthCraft Energy Efficient Home.

See more of my testimonials on Zillow.com

329 REDBUD PASS
$584,000 • 4BDS/3.5BA

Blackwell Creek neighborhood, 
Near Main Gate & hiking trails

263 HICKORY TRAIL
$189,000 • 4BDS/3BA

Cabin w/inlaw suite. Stream. 
Circular drive. As is.

898 PETIT RIDGE
$550,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA
Beautiful Mountain Views
Freshly painted interior 

112 TWIN CREEKS DRIVE 
$489,000

SOLD

185 CRESTED FERN LANE
$479,000 • 4BDS/4BA

Master & guest room on main. 
3+ acres w/mtn views & streams.

Current Listings and 2020 Results

1105 VALLEY VIEW DRIVE
$285,000

SOLD

73 SUNUWA WAY
$849,000 • 4BDS/4.5BA

Spectacular long-range NE mtn 
views from custom designed 

home. Loaded with upgrades.

SOLD

NEW LISTING

6235 WINDFLOWER

SOLD

100 SUMMIT DRIVE
$399,000 • 5BD/3.5BA

Mountain Views, Level yard, 
Near Gates/Amenities.

UNDER CONTRACT

183 DEER RUN RIDGE
$295,000 • 3BDS/2.5BA
Beautiful Plummer Cabin on 
private setting w/Mtn view 

UNDER CONTRACT

Thank You!
We never once considered changing agents, as we 
were impressed from the beginning with your honesty 
and your determination to get it done.  Especially 
toward the end, with the roof issue and all of the 
contract signings, you went beyond what might have 
been your responsibility.  Having the house sold takes 
a real load off our backs, and we couldn’t be more 
pleased with all that you did for us.

— Bob

Working with Steve was such a 
positive experience. He was kind, 
professional, and willing to work with 
us to make our dream come true.  
I highly recommend you meet with 
him to see how he can help you!

         — Krystal A.

 

Positive 
Experience Very valuable asset...

I’ve been working with Steve Yambor for the past couple of 
months with the purchase of a home in Big Canoe. Steve 
not only was professional, courteous and cordial but went 
beyond the norm and helped me personally with many 
tasks which helped make the purchase transition much 
easier for me. You have a very valuable asset working for 
your firm and recognition would be appreciated. 

— Rich R.

18 CHOCTAW RIDGE
$449,000 • 5BDS/4.5BA

Near Clubhouse/Trails, 
EarthCraft & Energy Efficient

559 LAKE WATCH VILLA 
$399,000 • 3BDS/3BA

View of Lake Sconti. Walk to 
Clubhouse. Near Gate. Great 

neighborhood. 

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE
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BY XAVIERE CHATAGNIER

T
he Jasper Farmers Market has 
finally opened and we are thrilled. 
You can’t miss it because we are 
dancing in the street (albeit six 

feet apart). Needless to say, I am a very hap-
py camper and have been proudly carrying 
my chicken purse. Yes, I really do have a 
chicken purse and farmers market clothing! 
 The market is in our usual place, the 
Park and Ride lot across from the old mid-
dle school at 502 Veterans Memorial Blvd. It 
is about a half mile from downtown on Ga. 
53 heading westbound. The market is open 
Saturdays from 7:30 a.m. until noon.  
 There are a few changes at the market, 
most notably the parking, which is in the 
upper lot so that the booths can be spread 
out to enable social distancing. I wore my 
mask as did most of the customers and 
everyone did really well with the social 
distancing. I am a bit of a freak about this 
and I felt very comfortable about the hand 
sanitizing, the spacing and the masks. In 
order to minimize contact, may I suggest 
that carrying small bills so that you don’t 
have to get change or better yet, round it up 
and give it to the farmer.

Grow it, make it or bake it locally
 The Jasper Farmers Market is truly a 
local market. Every vendor has to grow it, 
make it or bake it, unlike other markets that 
allow for “resale.” That is why I love it so. 
The vegetables are grown right around the 
corner, the meat and eggs are pasture raised 
and the goat milk soaps are divine. We 
often have 15-30 vendors that sell just about 
everything you want.
 Zach Henson is one of our favorite 
vegetable farmers. As of this writing, he has 
lettuce, swiss chard, mustard greens, sever-
al different kales, radishes, herbs and spring 
onions. He and I grow the same onions but 
his are so gorgeous that I almost bought 
some and I have over 200 in my garden! 
 Zach has shaved off his beard, yeah, 
now we can really see that nice smiling face. 
As the market continues into the summer, 
he will have heirloom tomatoes, peppers, 
eggplant, okra and more. If Zach has it, then 
you know that vegetable is in season and 
eating in season is what it is all about.
 Sargent Pepper grows a wide variety of 
hot and sweet peppers and other vegetables 
as well. They make the best pepper jelly 
you have ever tasted. If you haven’t tried it, 
go ahead and buy two, it is that good. They 
also make their own hot pepper spice blend. 
 Big Ridge Farms is often at the market 
with their fantastic bacon and pork chops, 
and seasonal vegetables. I carry a freezer 
bag with me so I can stock up on their meat. 
Check out the Big Ridge Farms Facebook 
page to see when they will be at the market.
 Denise Seibel, LNL Farms, sells her 
gorgeous goat milk soaps. Denise is the real 
deal: she raises the goats and makes these 
incredible soaps. Denise and Phil also have 
200 fig trees on their farm. That is not a 
typo, they really do. Later in the season 
she sells fresh figs, delicious fig preserves, 
heirloom tomatoes and persimmons. 
 Jackie Carlisle (think best healthy 
breads ever) makes Ezekiel bread, whole 
wheat sourdough bread, sourdough English 
muffin, cranberry granola bars, peanut 
butter bars and gluten free options. She 
said that she was making the most of her 
lockdown time by perfecting whole wheat 
sourdough and I’d say she succeeded. 
 Tony Pisconerie, a.k.a. Chef Tony, also 
makes great sourdough bread, focaccia and 
“pizzetties.” You can’t miss him, he is the 
breadman with the biggest smile. Irene sells 
homemade cakes, pie and muffins. She also 
takes special requests.
 Jenny Fellenbaum, our market manager, 
does a great job of spacing the vendors to 
enable social distancing. She also sells vege-
tables, beautiful flower bouquets and hand-
turned wooden art objects. Jenny searches 
the woods for wood knots, turns the wood 
and makes the coolest candle votives that 
my friends love. There are so many vendors 
selling fresh eggs, vegetables, soaps, jewel-
ry, crafts, cakes, breads, carpenter bee traps, 
plants and so much more. If you are lucky 

Denise Seibel, LNL Farms sells her 
gorgeous goat milk soap and raises the 
goats that make these incredible soaps

It’s easy to see why Zach Henson is one of our favorite vegetable farmers.

A view of the barn at 5 Sons Farm

Jasper Farmers Market—a true local market

Denise Seibel with her huggable goats. She and Phil also have 200 fig trees on their farm. 
PHOTOS BY XAVIERE CHATAGNIER

you will catch a young kid making a beaded 
bracelet that you never knew you had to 
have but you buy three anyway.

It's blueberry picking time!
 Blueberry picking is just around the 
corner and the best place around is 5 Sons 
Farm. John Culbertson has 2,400 organic 
blueberry bushes. His field is pretty flat so 
the picking is super easy. I was concerned 
about frost damage this year but we got 
lucky. I usually pick two gallons, one to 
leave on the counter and eat as I walk by 
and another to freeze. In the past I would 
eat as much as I put in my bucket but this 
year, you will need to pick what is ripe and 
trust me, all his berries are great. 
 In light of COVID-19, you will not 
be able to do the “hand to bush to mouth 
back to bush trick.” He obviously has been 
watching me in the past. But it is all good, 
there is plenty of space and bushes to so-
cially distance and the berries are all terrific 
and organically grown. I expect that he will 
have blueberries by the middle of June. 
 You can follow him on Facebook 
or Instagram, or check out the website  
5sonsfarm.com. He is very responsive 
to Facebook messenger or email him 
5sonsfarm@gmail.com. Check Facebook 
daily at the beginning of June. Once the 
berries are ready you will need to call him 
to let him know you are coming. Later in 
the season John will have several varieties 
of heirloom tomatoes. They also sell at the 

Jasper Farmers Market during blueberry 
season. 5 Sons Farm is located at 639 
Hamrick Road, Talking Rock Ga  30175 
(about eight miles from 515). John’s number 
is 404-202-4709.

Local restaurants support local farmers
 Great news, our favorite local restau-
rants have now resumed in-house dining 
as well as take out. It’s awesome because 
they have been quietly supporting our local 
farmers and now even more so!
 John Lupi (Home Restaurant) start-
ing June 4th will have sit down dining on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. It’s really 
cool because it will be similar to other 
famous farm to table restaurants where it 
will be prix fixe dining and one seating. It 
is reservation only so check his website 
homerestaurantga.com. 
 The concept puts a huge emphasis 
on local produce. He will also continue 
his great takeout but with different hours, 
starting June 1 the hours will be 3-7 and 3-6 
on weekends.  
 John buys organic vegetables from 
Chad Mckinney, Posey Farms, Stacey, 
John Culbertson (5 Sons Farm), yours truly 
and other local farmers. Chad Mckinney 
is a Big Canoe son and the original local 
organic farmer. Chad is rarely at the market 
because he sells to John and 61 Main, but 
if you see him there just beeline over to 
his booth. You can order and pay online 
at homerestaurantga.com. There is an 
attendant in the parking lot that runs your 
order to you. This is about as contactless 
as you can get, with a smile or so I think 
because their eyes sparkle above the masks.
 61 Main Restaurant now has sit-down, 
full service dining on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday from 11-3 and starting May 30th, 
Saturday’s from 10-1 p.m. Jenna is continu-
ing her takeout as well but encourages us 
to do curbside pick up to keep the social 
distancing. Her website says to call ahead to 
ensure your table is available before walking 
in. Check out her website for the latest in-
formation or to order online at 61main.com. 
And you know where I will be on May 30 at 
10 a.m. after the market!
 Jenna buys her pork from Big Ridge 
Farms, vegetables from Chad, Circle A, 
Farm Fresh and other farmers as well. I love 
being able to “eat out” and healthy at the 
same time. We have been tipping the staff 
more than usual since this has been such a 
hard time.
 Michelle, at Sharp Top Catering, is 
buying local produce as well. She used to be 
a farmer and knows how hard it is to make 
a living farming. Sharp Top Catering has 
great food to go, all the time. That is what 
she does, takeout and catering. Check out 
Sharptopcatering.com for her menu. She is 
located next to the health food store at 140 
Mark Whitfield St. They are open from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. during the week and 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. on Saturdays. Michelle makes killer 
soups, pot pies and so much more. Check 
out her website to see what she is serving 
up this week. She often has vegetarian and 
vegan options also.
 The Jasper Farmers market will start 
the Wednesday market on June 17, at the 
same location as the Saturday market. The 
Wednesday market hours are 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 The Roswell Farmers Market is open 
on Saturdays from 8 a.m.-noon. They are 
located at 38 Hill Street, Roswell. The 
Canton farmers market is opening June 6 
and moving to Brown Park. The new hours 
will be Saturday 9 a.m. until noon. They will 
only have food and produce vendors. 
 “Don’t eat food that your grandmother 
wouldn’t recognize as food,” said Michael 
Pollan, well-known journalist and New York 
Times bestselling author of “Cooked: A 
Natural History of Transformation.” 
 Eat fresh, healthy and local. Support 
your local farmers and restaurants.

"The vegetables are grown 
right around the corner, the 
meat and eggs are pasture 

raised and the goat milk 
soaps are divine."
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The Pickens Report

Jenna Lackey
jenna.lackey@bigcanoe.com  •  770-656-1106  

 www.bigcanoe.com

Whether you are 
buying or selling, 

I will bring the knowledge 
and resources to the 

table. I will deliver the 
personality and attention 

you deserve. 

Longtime executive career from the 

aviation industry with accolades in sales 

and marketing, advertising and 

online strategy.

Licensed Real Estate agent with a 

comprehensive understanding of this 

dynamic industry.

LIVE, LOVE, LEARN 
a t  T h e  R e t r e a t  a t  J a s p e r

190 Sammy McGhee Boulevard, 
Jasper, GA  30143

 

• The Retreat at Jasper offers luxury assisted living and memory 

 care with exceptional care delivered by a team of compassionate 

 associates. 

•	The	management	team	are	Certified	Dementia	Practitioners.
• A beautiful community with breathtaking views situated in the heart  

 of Jasper within close proximity to medical providers, hospitals 

 and shopping. 

• Base rate includes basic cable, weekly housekeeping and laundry   

 service, daily activities and restaurant-style, chef prepared meals.

• The Retreat at Jasper stands out among the rest because we  

 understand that, when it comes to your loved one, everything matters.
 

To schedule a tour of our community or if you have 

any questions, please call 706-253-7400.

BY TUCKER GREEN 
Pickens County Information Officer
 

T
he coordinated response to the COVID-19 pandemic remains at the forefront 
of the Pickens County Government’s mission. The county government under 
the direction of the board of commissioners continues to work hand in hand 
with local, state, and health officials. 

 The situation in our county has been aided by citizens following the advice of pub-
lic health officials. We encourage our citizens to continue to practice social distancing 
and limit travel to essential activities as we begin the reopening process. 
 If citizens have a question regarding COVID-19 they can contact our information 
line at 706-253-8978 or email questions@pickenscountyga.gov.

Phased reopening
 Pickens County Recreation Department (PCRD) is beginning to reopen in phases. 
Roper Park remains open to the public but social distancing guidelines are in place. 
PCRD will offer summer camp (closed the week of July 4) beginning June 1 for 40 camp-
ers due to COVID-19 guidelines. They anticipate opening the community center and the 
pool for public use on June 15. If you need additional information call PCRD at 706-253-
8862 or go to pickrec.com
 During the month of April, these activities were completed by Pickens County 
government departments:  
 • 911 Operations Center received 1,566 total calls; 649 were medical responses or fire 
related. 
 • Water department installed seven new meters. 
 • Planning and Development issued 52 new building permits. 
 • Animal shelter brought in seven animals, and six went out through various forms 
of adoption. Animal Control responded to five cases.  
 • Public Works is continuing to prep roads and replace pipes for the upcoming 
paving season as well as performing routine maintenance. 
 The Pickens County government departments continue to stay busy working for 
the citizens of Pickens County. The Pickens County Board of Commissioners continues 
to do a great job of leading these efforts. Stay connected with us by liking our Facebook 
page: Pickens County Ga. Government; follow us on Twitter: @pickensgagov and moni-
tor our website: www.pickenscountyga.gov for updates.

Pickens government focused on 
coordinated COVID-19 response

Summer camp. COURTESY OF PICKENS COUNTY GOVERNMENT

BY DENISE RAY 
dray@smokesignalsnews.com

A
n unforeseen moment resulted 
in a new adventure in downtown 
Dawsonville for three entre-
preneurs. The trio moved their 

individual businesses into the former gas 
station on Hwy. 9 North, at the corner of 
Bill Elliott Street and aptly named the build-
ing The Station.
 “I always wanted to work with other 
women entrepreneurs,” Candace Cubera 
said. “Small businesswomen who support 
one another.” The 36-year old Cubera tells 
the story of how the business came together 
like a fairytale about three women who each 
have an idea for a business and together, 
they create an entity that has something for 
everyone. 
 “The three of us [Tanya Wallace, 
Kelsey Wigley and Cubera] came together 
rather serendipitously,” she began. “In 2007 
or 2008 I met Tanya at Burberry and we 
became fast friends. We worked together. I 
remember hugging her.”
 Wallace, 47, shared her dream of a 
new venture with Wigley, her cousin. The 
threesome began looking for a space that 
was large enough to accommodate all three 
businesses: Cubera’s Cubera and Company, 
Wigley’s Sunflower Vintage Works and 
Wallace’s Serendipity.
 “We met for lunch and saw the space 
was available. We were able to see it right 
away,” Wallace said. “It all came together 
quickly.” Another serendipitous moment. 
“Serendipity means finding something 
beautiful when you lease expect it,” Wallace 
said, explaining why the word was chosen 
for her business.
 Wallace’s business offers things for the 

Three women, one location, 
a dream come true

Left to right: Kelsey Wigley, owner of 
Sunflower Vintage Works, Tanya Wallace, 
owner of Serendipity, and Candace Cubera 
with Cubera and Company. PHOTO COURTESY OF 

THE STATION

The Station, located at the corner of Bill 
Elliott Street and Hwy. 9 N in downtown 
Dawsonville, opened for business March 7. 
PHOTO BY DENISE RAY

home, entertaining and gift giving, she said. 
“It’s all about enjoying your home and your 
guests enjoying your home,” Wallace said. 
“It’s about making it [your home] fun for 
everyone.”
 Meanwhile, Cubera and Company of-
fers artwork, including original photography 
by Cubera. Inventory also includes journals 
that share her writing, tools for writing, and 
“mountain whimsy” that “allow people to 
create ambiance in their home” all with an 
underlying message of faith.
 Sunflower Vintage Works is the third 
business located within The Station, owned 
and operated by Wigley. The 29-year old 
native Georgian offers re-finished, re-paint-
ed and refurbished furniture including an-
tiques. “My grandfather collected them, and 
he’s passed,” Wigley said. “If the piece is 
going to someone who will love it as much 
as he did, that’s great.” 
 Wigley typically finds pieces to 
transform but is also happy to work with 
folks who have an idea but don’t know 
how to make it happen. The DCHS alumna 
discussed the business venture with her 
cousin a lot, she said.  “If I was unsure about 
something or had to make a decision, I 
would pray to God for a sign,” Wigley said, 
“and sure enough, something would fall into 
place.”
 And the sign for The Station? Wigley’s 
husband, Andrew, had the equipment to 
fabricate it after she designed it. “We’ve had 
a lot of people stop in and several repeat 
customers,” Wallace said. “We hope people 
have fun when they come.”
 Visitors to the store also include lots 
of tourists on their way to Blue Ridge and 
farther north. Wallace’s husband Scott en-
couraged her venture into the retail world 
saying, “if you don’t do it now, you never 
will.” “Even with the coronavirus, every-
thing is turning out fine,” Wallace reflected.  
 It must be serendipity.
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• PA/Insurance 
   Claim Services

• Re-roof/Repairs

• Metal, Slate

• EPDM/TPO

• Renovations

• ADA and Custom
   decks

Bron Stanley, Owner
bron@AMInow.net | O 770-345-3000 | C 404-391-2562

General Contracting Services
25 Years Experience

Commercial and Residential Services

W
elcome to The Station: your new, onestop, boutique  
shopping experience in north Georgia! Enjoy three unique 

stores—Serendipity, Sunflower Vintage Works, and Cubera &  
Company—as you explore this historic location in downtown  
Dawsonville, Georgia.

What you will find at…

Serendipity: gift baskets, floral arrangements, 
home décor, & textiles

Sunflower Vintage Works: one-of-a-kind 
reclaimed and refinished furniture

Cubera & Company: handmade jewelry, specialty 
candles, mugs, books & journals, local photography, & décor

Spring/Summer Hours of Operation:
Sunday: 12-5 | Monday: closed | Tuesday: closed 

Wednesday: 11-6 | Thursday: 11-6 | Friday: 11-6 | Saturday: 11-6

Located at 23 Highway 9 North, Dawsonville, Georgia 30534
Across from the Dawsonville Pool Room

Hours subject to change.

The Station
Home Décor, Gifts, & More

Blinds
by Design

888-338-1303 • 706-669-1244 • Lynne Pitters
www.blindsbydesignllc.com

Hunter Douglas  •  Additional Brands Available  •  Free Estimates & Installation  

including custom window coverings, tinting and Shutters.
Treatments

YOUR ONE-STOP SOURCE FOR ...

Window

We offer a wide variety of 

Hunter Douglas window fashions 

to meet all your needs, 

including favorites like Duette® 

Honeycomb Shades, Silhouette® 

Window Shadings, Luminette® 

Privacy Sheers, wood blinds, 

Shutters and more. 

Our services include design 

consultations and professional 

window coverings 

measuring and installation.

Serving your 
community for 

15 years

K
eaton Koch, the Mountain Lau-
rel Academy student, who was 
badly burned in an explosion 
at his home April 30, is back at 

home recovering. His recovery has been 
nothing short of miraculous, considering 
the degree of his injuries, and the initial 
prognosis from his doctors.  
 The teenager’s accident occurred 
while burning debris in an outdoor fire 
pit. An old air conditioning unit dumped 
in the burn pit exploded, leaving Koch 
with third-degree burns on his face, arms, 
and hands. Additional damage to his air-
way and lungs prevented any surgeries as 
his oxygen levels did not remain constant. 
 Koch has heart issues (multiple sur-
geries) and is being raised by his grand-

parents, Barbara and Vaughn Walters in 
Jasper. 
 Koch was transported to a burn cen-
ter in Marietta, Ga. where doctors were 
able to remove much of the damaged 
tissue and begin treatments to help his 
face, arms, and chest recover. Unfortu-
nately, due to damage to his airways and 
an existing heart condition, they could 
not sedate him to perform the skin grafts 
they believed were necessary to avoid 
scarring. Unable to operate, and fearing 
exposure to the COVID-19 virus, Keaton 
was sent home much earlier than antici-
pated. 
 Big Canoe, and the Pickens com-
munity then stepped up in a big way. 
Donations came pouring into a GoFund- Keaton at his April birthday celebration at 

Mountain Laurel Academy. PHOTO COURTESY OF 

MOUNTAIN LAUREL ACADEMY

Pickens teenager recovering from burns sustained in explosion

Me account set up by his school. Volun-
teers came to help the family refurbish his 
room to create a better environment for 
healing. These upgrades included struc-
tural and electrical repairs and adding air 
conditioning to his room. Local business-
es helped to repair automobiles, so the 
family had reliable transportation to take 
him to medical appointments. Furniture 

was purchased or donated, and others 
helped in numerous ways.
 Koch and his grandmother were 
housed in a local hotel until work was 
completed on their home. Once returned 
to their home, volunteer nurses came to 
help with changing bandages, applying 
salves, and checking his progress. During 
his follow up at the burn center, doctors 
were amazed at the progress he had made 
in such a short time, and expect him to re-
cover with little, or no, scarring or nerve 
damage and without additional surgeries. 
 The GoFundMe account for Koch 
has grown to over $6,000. This money 
will help the family with medical bills, 
transportation, and many other needs at 
a time where both grandparents lost their 
jobs due to the current pandemic. 
 The family would like to thank all the 
many caring members of this communi-
ty who have come to their aid. So many 
have donated money, time, and expertise 
to help one of their own. This effort has 
turned a potential tragedy into a story of 
how a caring community, through prayer 
and action, can change the outcome—
even in the middle of a worldwide crisis.
The family asks that prayers continue for 
Koch's full recovery.

 Voter Registration Deadline: May 11 
(new and changes)
 Advance Voting schedule: May 18 - 
June 5, Mon – Fri  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.;  Sat – May 
30, 2020 - 9a.m.  to 4 p.m.  at the Board of 
Elections office - 96 Academy Ave.
 All Polls will be open Election Day 
from 7:00 am – 7:00 pm
 1. WEST precinct – at Fire Station #6 
on Hubbard Rd
 2. CENTRAL precinct – at Board of 
Elections office, 96 Academy Avenue
 3. EAST precinct - at Fire Station #2 on 
Liberty Drive (next to Tractor Supply) 
 If in question about your voting loca-
tion, and/or to view a *sample ballot you 
may visit “My Voter Page” @ http://www.
mvp.sos.ga.gov/MVP/mvp  

Information about absentee ballots: 
 Absentee ballot applications have 
been mailed to all eligible voters in Dawson 
County for the option of voting safely in 
your home.
 Frequently asked questions are:  
 1. Does my absentee ballot count if I 
mail it in?
 Yes. Be assured absentee ballots that 
are returned are processed and counted the 
night of election with all other votes. This is 
the standard process.

 In person Advance Voting is scheduled 
to begin May 18 and go through June 5 from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with a Saturday vote on 
May 30 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
 2. If I feel safe enough to vote in person, 
what do I do with the mailed absentee bal-
lot?
 a. Bring the ballot you received with 
you.  It will be cancelled and you will be 
allowed to vote.
 b. If you have already mailed it back, it 
is received and processed.  But, as in #1, it 
can be cancelled for you to vote in person.
 c. If you applied for an absentee ballot, 
but have not received it, you may still vote.  
You would just sign an affidavit stating that 
you did not receive the ballot, the ballot 
sent would be cancelled in the voter regis-
tration system and you will be allowed to 
vote.
 NOTE:  Now or in the future…DO NOT 
simply throw a ballot in the trash.  Return it, 
or if you vote and then receive your ballot 
in the mail, cut it up or shred it.  

For more information, contact Glenda 
Ferguson, director, Dawson County Board 
of Election & Registration at 96 Academy 
Avenue, Dawsonville GA  30534 or phone:  
706-344-3640 ext. 60090; or fax to her atten-
tion at (fax) 706-344-3642.

Revised Dawson County 
Voting Schedule

Democratic or Republican & Nonpartisan General/
Special Election of May 19–now moved to June 9, 2020
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JILL PHILMON

You Don't
Say...

Travis Key • Mortgage Loan Originator

Making 
Mortgages easier 

every Day.

• Construction/Permanent Loans
• Great Rates on Purchase or 

Refinance Transactions
• 100% Financing

• FHA and VA Loans
• Friendly Courteous Service

678-314-0346

www.regionsmortgage.com/traviskey

travis.key@regions.com

T
he second day of June, I will be 
celebrating the third anniver-
sary of my 20th birthday.  I’m 
in hopes many of you reading 

this won’t take the time to add. Yes, it’s a 
milestone birthday or as I like to refer to it 
as an “0” birthday. My friends and I had so 
many great plans for this day.  Parties and 
travel were at the top of the to do list!  And 
just like that—COVID-19!
 Sitting here with a great glass of red 
wine and Meg curled up on my shoulder I 
decided the best way to celebrate was to 
retrospectively look at the last six decades 
I’ve lived through and wonder if I’m where 
I thought I would be and what have I 
learned along the way.  
 One begs to ask the question, did I ex-
pect to be a widow in Big Canoe, learning 
a new trade after 30 years in the hospitality 
industry on this birthday? That’s a big no. I 
don’t think I could have imagined anything 
like this, but here I am. Instead of talking 
about where I’ve been, maybe it is better to 
share one of my philosophical lists! Here it 
goes, but remember I am having wine.
 • Speaking of wine, I have learned that 
life is way too short to drink cheap wine 
and its always best to share with someone 
else.
 • My favorite saying, I learned from 
my Grandmother. A sign hangs on my 
front door stating, “You can’t fix stupid.” Of 
course, I now realize she was talking about 
me at the time.
 • Laughter will get you through the 
worst of situations. More importantly be 
able to laugh at yourself.  Life is much too 
hard if you take yourself too seriously.
 • As you get older and your loved ones 
pass on, be sure you have no regrets.
 • Life is precious and shorter than you 
think.  Don’t waste it being unhappy.
 • Don’t ever take friendships for grant-
ed. It’s one of the best blessings we have.
 • To quote William Purkey, “Dance 
like no one is watching, Live like you’ll 

COVID-19 upsets plans 
for third anniversary 

of 20th birthday milestone

never be hurt, Sing like no one is listening, 
Live like it’s heaven on earth.” Words to 
live by.
 • What you have accomplished in life 
is not important. It’s what you did, not who 
you are. It’s what you needed to provide 
for your family and yourself. I want to be 
remembered as a great mentor, daughter, 
wife, mom, sister, aunt, and friend. 
 • Old “Dawgs” can learn new tricks. 
(Yes, I spelled it correctly).
 • As bad as it is, believe me, it CAN 
get worse!
 • Its alright to be impulsive some-
times.  Don’t overthink everything.
 • At the end of the day not everyone is 
going to like you.  That’s okay.  By the time 
you get this age you should have enough 
friends. (Maybe this one is a bit cynical but 
true). 
 • People that love you, love you for 
who you are and not what you can do for 
them.
 These are my top 12 insights, things 
that I have learned over the years. Trust 
me when I say I have had to learn them 
all—most the hard way. Here I am after 
all these years! I’ve got a few replacement 
parts, but healthy overall. Not everything 
is what I thought it would be, but that’s 
okay. I am happy and rich with blessings. I 
live in my happy place, Big Canoe. God has 
provided for me and will continue to do so. 
Life is good at 60! There I said it. It didn’t 
hurt as bad as I thought it would. Cheers!

BY CYNTHIA SMITH 
   

T
eachers are masters of flexibil-
ity. From explaining a concept 
multiple ways to consoling and 
correcting students, teaching 

is a profession that requires thinking on 
one’s feet. This skill of dealing with change 
came in particularly handy when learning 
was abruptly moved from classrooms to 
the internet due to the global Coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 In Pickens County Schools, students 
attended in-person classes for the last time 
on March 13 and it was thought the inter-
ruption would last fewer than three weeks. 
Later, as new information about the virus 
emerged, the decision was made to end the 
school year two weeks early, on May 8. 
 Teachers had to quickly learn to use 
Google Meet in order to be face-to-face 
with their students. The primary challenge, 
according to Hill City Elementary Principal 
Jennifer Haiko, has been “trying to find the 
right balance between keeping students 
engaged in the learning and not overloading 
families with additional stressful require-
ments.”  
 The first task was to teach families 
how to use the platform. After that, it was a 
matter of altering lesson plans to fit the new 
delivery system. Teacher Deana Sutton said 
that once the families of her students settled 
in, things went quite well. Being a prob-
lem-solver, she said, is the key to teaching 
under such circumstances. While Sutton 
missed her third-graders, she said, “Being 
able to see my students through Google 
Meet has been amazing. Their faces light up 
when my team teacher and I pop up on the 
screen together.”

Connection in a disconnected time
 Principal Chad Flatt explained that, as 
the closure lengthened, the shift was made 
from maintaining learning to covering new 
material. To that end, teachers held live 
meetings at least two days per week. “This 
helps our students make progress and feel 
more connected during this very discon-
nected time,” he said.
 In the early days of the shutdown, 
participation in digital learning was over 95 
percent across the district. As time went by 
and the decision was made to end classes 
early, some educators saw a drop in atten-
dance. One teacher commented that she 
was sometimes in an online chat room with 
few or no students as they got the help they 
needed and moved on. 

Pickens County teachers move 
learning online due to COVID-19 pandemic

Pickens High School has a special message 
for graduates

Sign outside Jasper Middle School salutes 
students and staff.

 Not every child had internet service 
but teachers mailed work to students. Ellijay 
Telephone Company set up internet hot 
spots scattered throughout the area where 
parents could download work for their 
students. Teachers called homes of those 
who did not get online and district social 
workers followed up on those who could 
not be reached. 

Trials and triumphs
 Teachers reported that distance learn-
ing was hardest for students who struggle 
with academics. Some do not have anyone 
at home who can help and there are some-
times distractions during the meeting time. 
On the other hand, teachers pointed out, 
some students performed better than ever. 
These children appeared to thrive with the 
independence and individual feedback that 
distance learning offers. 
 The last-minute nature of the change 
to digital learning meant that there was no 
overarching plan to follow. In the beginning, 
some teachers gave almost no work while 
others assigned tasks as they normally 
would. As time went on, the district offered 
more guidelines about how many assign-
ments teachers should give per week. 
 Foreign Language teacher Carol Whit-
low said she gave less work each week and 
focused more on relationships. “The weeks 

where I have called each of my students and 
heard their voices and shared in what they 
are feeling are the weeks where I have felt 
great about my instruction,” she said.

Grades and placement
 In order to be fair to all students and 
alleviate parents’ concerns, it was decided 
that no second-semester final grade will be 
lower than the student’s grade as of March 
13, the last day that regular classes were 
held. Furthermore, students through grade 
eight will be promoted to the next grade 
level unless a parent supports the student 
being retained in the current grade. 
 High school students must earn needed 
credits in order to continue onto the next 
grade level. Those who failed classes are 
required to complete credit recovery work, 
with 50 percent of the task finished by May 
8. Advanced Placement classes will proceed 
as needed until the AP exams, scheduled to 
take place May 11-22. 

More than academics
 Some students depend on two school 
meals per day. This difficulty was addressed 
by offering drive-through locations for 
picking up food prepared by district school 
nutrition personnel. The Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act provided for 
school nutrition programs to implement 
summer feeding plans before the end of the 
school year. The meals, according to Di-
rector of School Nutrition Beth Thompson, 
include a wide variety of foods including 
plenty of fruits and vegetables as well as 
non-perishable items. Students picked up 
meals for three days at a time, including 
a hot meal for the current day and frozen 
fully-prepared items for reheating later. In 
addition, several local restaurants offered 
students free meals.
 In addition to in-person classes, end-
of-year celebrations, school plays, spring 
sports and annual awards ceremonies have 
also been canceled. Science teacher Gayla 
Foster, who is retiring at the end of this 
year, fully understands the sadness of not 
having a final day. “My heart breaks,” said 
Foster, “for these wonderful students as 
they face the fact that there are no count-
downs, no celebrations, no fun week of field 
days, no yearbook signing or picnics, and 
no last day at school with their friends and 
teachers.”

Bittersweet senior year
 Dana Callan, who is the parent of a 
high school senior, said that the hardest part 
of the situation was simply not knowing. 
Getting updated transcripts and scholar-

ship information was challenging without a 
school counselor on hand.
 While Callan would have liked to see 
less “busy work” and more practical assign-
ments relating to students’ next life steps, 
she felt the distance learning was handled 
well overall.
 Callan’s daughter has focused on 
college rather than the missed senior year 
events but told her mother she “wished she 
could have had just one more day to say her 
goodbyes.”  
 For principal Wallace and Pickens High 
School teachers, Callan had high praise. Of 
Wallace, she said, “He put in a lot of effort 
to try and make the right decisions as far as 
graduation and the future of the students.” 
She added that teachers reached out to 
personally check on kids, which was greatly 
appreciated. 

Socially-distanced graduation
 A recent survey about graduation led 
to the decision to hold a virtual graduation 
ceremony. Seniors were invited to sign up 
for a time to be filmed and could bring a 
limited number of family members. ETC 
will use this footage to produce a high-qual-
ity video to be broadcast on May 29 on ETC 
channel 3 and channel 403. It will also be 
available on the district’s YouTube channel 
and on the district Facebook page.
 The program will include traditional 
speeches by class officers, valedictorian, 
salutatorian, and a staff member chosen by 
students, as well as the class song selected 
by seniors. ETC is offering each graduate a 
copy of the ceremonial video at no charge. 
It is hoped that an in-person graduation 
ceremony can be held at a later date. 
 As for post-graduation plans, those are 
in question for some students as families 
have had their financial outlook altered by 
the pandemic. Universities, at this point, are 
as uncertain about the future as the rest of 
us so time will tell. 

Looking to the future
 What happens next school year?  
District officials are looking at remediation 
plans and will be busy over the summer fig-
uring out the best way to help students stay 
on track. For now, teachers have done what 
they do best – deal with the current situa-
tion and help their students move forward. 
 Said Whitlow of her colleagues, “We 
are molded to go with it and figure it out. 
Because when things happen that are out of 
control, we still have 30 little faces staring 
at us waiting for what’s next.”
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GEORGE FOX

Big Canoe
Law School

I
magine yourself back in Ancient 
Rome.  You’re getting ready to buy 
this really fancy chariot. Bills of sale 
haven’t been invented yet, and there 

are no license plates. When the police 
chariot pulls you over and says “Ubi est 
ignis?” you’ve got no registration to hand 
him. 
 The reason: few people had learned 
how to read and write, and there was no 
way to tell who owned what. To solve the 
problem, the emperor appointed a person 
called a “notarius.” He was to be a public 
official whose duties included creating 
written documents (such as agreements, 
wills, etc.), getting them signed, and then 
holding them for safekeeping. 
 Fast forward: Popes started appointing 
church officials as notaries public. And 
when Henry VIII separated England from 
the Roman Catholic Church, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury took over the task 
of commissioning notaries throughout 
England and the New World.
 As European explorers began search-
ing the far reaches of the globe, notaries 
went along for the ride. European mon-
archies used notaries to document all the 
discovered treasures. When Columbus set 
sail for the Americas in 1492, he did so with 
notary Rodrigo de Escobedo in tow.
 American notaries didn’t get off to 
a great start. The first New World nota-
ry, Thomas Fugill, was appointed head 
record-keeper of the New Haven Colony 
in 1639. He lasted seven years. Fugill was 
excommunicated and returned to England 
in 1646; seems he had a habit of falsifying 
records.

 Years passed. Centuries even. 
People learned to read and write. Nota-
ries received training on how to accept 
someone’s word. All of a sudden, places 
existed to store official (i.e., correctly iden-
tified records, like courthouses, libraries, 
archives). People signing were to present 
“acceptable” forms of identification, a 
photo, physical description, signature and a 
serial number.” (What if you didn’t have a 
serial number?)
 Sometimes notaries (and notary rules) 
became too rigid.  Pete Rose never made 
it into the Baseball Hall of Fame, but he 
was invited to have his own Wheaties box. 
There was a catch, though. To appear on 
the “Breakfast of Champions,” baseball’s 

all-time hits leader had to sign and swear 
before a notary that he’d eaten the cereal 
since he was a child.
 The pendulum now began to swing in 
a different direction. Certain laws con-
tained limits on witnesses. For example, 
a Georgia will needs two witnesses who 
hear the signer announce what he or she 
is about to sign. Then the two witnesses 
actually see him or her sign, and then the 
signer watches the two witnesses sign, 
and they see each other sign as well—all in 
each other’s presence.

Where’s the notary?
 In Georgia, you are not required to 
have a notary be one of those two witness-
es. Sometimes you may attach an affidavit 

to the will, and you have the notary attest 
that he or she watched the above steps. 
If the notary does that, the witnesses are 
done; they don’t need to go to court when 
the will is probated.
 But warning: every state has its cho-
reography for the witnesses and a notary. 
Some say that the same person can’t be 
both witness and notary. So while you 
may have signed a perfectly good will in 
the Indian Territories, if you don’t want 
your family to have issues in the New 
Hampshire Probate Court, re-sign your will 
under the law of where you moved to.
 And even better now: in light of the 
COVID-19 situation, in some states you 
can have that notary (and the witnesses) 
do their part from somewhere else, with 
Zoom, FaceTime, and other real-time 
audio-video communications. There are 
requirements but it boils down to the sign-
er, the witnesses and the notary can all see 
and hear each other simultaneously, and 
then swap papers. 
 Erratum: a notary is not a notary sojac. 
(Take that, Smokey Stover.)
 Ed. note: For readers not familiar with 
the 1950s Chicago Tribune Smokey Stover 
comic strip, written and drawn by cartoon-
ist Bill Holman, the words “notary sojac” 
were tucked in a corner of almost all the 
episodes as a running gag. The term sup-
posedly was an approximation of the words 
Merry Christmas spoken in old English.  

George Fox practices 
in Sandy Springs and 
Big Canoe, and is also 
Adjunct Professor in 
Emory Law School's 
Center for Transactional 
Law. Questions are 
welcome; reach him at 
Fox@GaLaw.com or 
on Facebook. He also 

cautions that what's above is not legal 
advice, and you should seek professional 
advice before doing or not doing something 
based on this material

BY GARY CHERRY  

A
s we were driving home from 
our bi-weekly grocery shop-
ping, I was nearly forced off of 
Hwy 369 by a driver who didn’t 

see me passing him (he was in the slow 
left lane, and me in the open right lane). 
Even though he was in the wrong and I 
was in the right, it wouldn’t have made 
any difference if we had crashed and died.  
 After recovering my composure, and 
thinking about it, I realized that I wouldn’t 
have been at risk if I had just stayed home.  
 There are many, many, activities we 
engage in that are inherently dangerous: 
smoking, driving, sky diving, mountain 

climbing, flying airplanes, hiking, hunt-
ing, kayaking and biking, to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we be prohibited from partici-
pating in all of these (and more) danger-
ous activities? Think of all the lives we 
could save, and all the injuries we could 
prevent.
 This got me to thinking about how 
dangerous two of these legal activities—
smoking and driving—are. There are 
around 480,000 deaths from smoking, 
and around 40,000 automobile deaths 
a year in the U.S. Imagine how many of 
these lives could have been saved if only 
the government had laws that stopped us 
from smoking and driving.  
 But, instead of prohibiting these activ-

ities, we are given information about the 
risks of smoking and the risks of driving, 
along with rules and guidelines for these 
activities. Then we’re allowed to risk our 
lives, or not.  
 Why doesn’t our government just 
prohibit these activities?
 In regards to driving, our govern-
ments, both federal and state, have 
enacted laws that are intended to make 
our driving safer: mandatory seat belts, air 
bags, safety glass, speed limits and driver’s 
licenses to name a few. The list goes on. 
Wouldn’t it be simpler, and save more 
lives, to just prohibit driving?  
 Surprisingly, we’re protected as much 
as possible by our governmental laws and 

requirements, and then basically allowed 
to go and “drive at our own risk.”
 Of course, there are some differ-
ences, but isn’t this approach something 
we could apply to the current COVID-19 
crisis? Rather than prohibiting us from 
driving—i.e. self-quarantining at home—
couldn’t the government just apply the 
same guidance and rules as they apply to 
all the other dangerous activities? That is, 
give us as much guidance (wear masks, 
practice social distancing, wash our hands, 
etc.) and then trust us to go and “drive 
safely,” go to work, go shopping, go to 
restaurants, whatever and follow all the 
safety guidelines given. Just my opinion.

BY KEN REYNOLDS
Kreynolds@smokesignalsnews.com 

M
y first post-college job was 
in a large manufacturing 
plant. More than 3,000 
people worked there, but my 

new boss took me to meet the vice-pres-
ident in charge. In his office was a carved 
wooden sign that read, “All work is 
honorable.”
 While working there, I learned that 
he lived the meaning of his motto. Every 
job in that plant was essential to its 
success, and he treated every employee 
accordingly. In his words, “Each person 
here is essential. The work they do serves 
the needs of the company.” I do not recall 
the words he used to tell me, but his 
message was clear and long-lasting: Treat 
every employee with respect, no matter 
the job description. 
 America owes a great debt to people 
who serve. Since March, we have discov-
ered a much broader definition of “serve.” 
In normal times, when thinking of serving 
our country, I suspect the armed forces 
come to mind first—especially the men 
and women who put their lives on the 
line in combat.
 I do not know about you, but I think 
next of the police, firefighters, EMTs, and 
other first responders. In recent decades, 
their work has become increasingly 
dangerous and requires dedication and 
bravery. And the more danger they face, 
the more we need their service.

 Today, in facing the COVID-19 
pandemic, people who work in healthcare 
are exhibiting perseverance and valor far 
beyond what we normally would expect. 
They are serving their patients and, in do-
ing so, are combating an invisible, deadly 
enemy that is disrupting and damaging 
our nation.
 Communities and individuals across 
the country have found ways to express 
gratitude to members of the armed ser-
vices and healthcare workers. The debt 
we owe each of them is immeasurable.

 There are others, so many others, 
whose work we have discovered is “es-
sential,” ones that we have tended to take 
for granted and, in too many cases, paid 
a wage that amounts to less money than 
needed for food, clothing and shelter.
 Scientists and generals and privates 
and doctors and hospital orderlies and 
custodians and packing plant eviscerators 
are exposing themselves to our ene-
mies to make sure that we are safe, have 
healthcare and food on the table. Clerks in 
groceries and other “essential” businesses 

are there because we need them. 
 Some people work for love of the 
work, and some do it as a duty, but others 
do it because they cannot afford not to. 
No matter their reason, and no matter 
their job, they are working, and they are 
serving us. How can we, in good con-
scious, not honor them?
 When I go out of the house to bring 
home food, I am disappointed to see how 
many people appear not to honor or care 
for those people who are serving our 
country. It was not an isolated occur-
rence, but recently as I waited in the 
parking lot of a large store for an employ-
ee to bring my groceries, I saw dozens 
of customers coming out of and going 
into the building. Far less than half were 
wearing masks.
 Refusing to wear a mask is blatantly 
disregarding the health of your fellow 
Americans. It certainly is not honoring 
them.
 Everyone has heard the claim: It is 
my right not to wear a mask. You cannot 
force me. 
 Yes. As things stand today, every 
person in this country has a right not to 
wear a mask. But every person who goes 
into a public place, or close to strangers, 
has a responsibility to wear a covering 
and protect others from the invisible 
enemy.
 The people who are still working are 
serving us. We need them. If you can’t 
honor them, at least protect them. You 
need them.

In fourteen-hundred and ninety-two, 
Columbus sailed with a notary, too.

GEORGE FOX

All work is honorable

An employee wearing a mask because of COVID-19 pushes shopping carts.  BOB LOCICERO / 

SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Government should provide the same guidance, rules they 
apply to other dangerous activities then let us live our lives
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